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AHERE B GO FROM HERE

Friends --- ‘/e go from here to the cemetery. DNot today,
but certeinly sometime, There we shall be lain to rest,
even as we have laid those away who have gone before us.
Stones will probably mark our graves, end future gener-
ations will read that which is chiseled upon them, just
as we now read ‘nemes and dates and epitaphs on tombstones
set two hundred years ago ... more or less,

This paper is not & discourse on what cemeteries are, or
how they should be kept, or who in vparticular sre buried in
them. It is written in hope of stimulating the study of grave-
stones, which I have found to be intensely interesting, not
only as memorials snd genealoglcel records, but also on account
of the rare beauty of form, lettering and decoration of many
of them., The epitaphs are s never ending source of interest,
and though stilted, are often sweetly sentimentel, sarcastic,
or quite amusing in a dry sort of way.

Ieny meterials have been employed for tombstones. Ordinery
herd shale was often used, snd lasted a hundred years before
splitting and crumbling. In New England & red ssndstone wsas
much used and lettering chiseled in 1760 is quite legible today.
Welsh slate wes used sparingly in many of our old cemeteries in
the East, it looks like red soapstone and avnears to be inper-
vious to westher. White merble hed its long use and was beauti-

ful, but had a1l the bad cuslities too;- water steins, snlitting,
fragile, eroded auickly, collected dirt and smoke and wes succept-
ible to fungous growths which often covered it. During the 1870's
monuments and markers were fsbricoted from & composition of lead
and other metals, these were setisfactory but decidedly expensive
and hence not often seen. Granite is generaslly used now -- on
account of its hardness and consequent lasting qualities. The
writer has seen some very attrsctive markers made of concrete

conteining granite dust. Bronze plates are gsining favor and
have much to commend them.




The older sravestones were of two generel types, the flat
slab, #na the scunre or obelisk. The lorge obelisk had four
sides on which to record the femily dsta and so wes enuivalent
to four cordinary slabs,. Flat slabs of white marble -- or the
various sandstones are generally used and upon these are found
most of the enitanhs, the best lettering and the choicest dec-
oretions, The study of tombstones revesls the fact that during
various periods there were definite styles in form, decoration
end lettering, which arpear to have changed sbhout every fifty
Fears, The tyve of decorstion 1s perhans most reedily noticed
and consecuently eny change is gulckly observed,

Stones of the 1670 - 1720 period were generally undecorated,
the lettering was of comreratively lerge size and thus apparertlv
sufficed. TFrom 1700 to 1800 we find severnl distinctive decor-
ations. First, the urn in various sizes and shanes; then the
wirged-hour-gless, and apresring sbout 1750, the skull snd cross-
bones .... often surmounted by s single or double crown,(I shall
show 2 rubbing of this decoration, later,) Y¥ollowing this, the
cross-bones were omitted and quite elaborate wings "grew”

Tfrom
either side of the skull... or perhavs more often... Tfrom en
extremely nlain’fsce with a wvery straizht mouth. Crowns were

plentiful on this tyve also, About 1800, eritaphs, heretofore
by no mesns uncormon, becrwme morée ropular and more elaborate,....
sometimes ettaining sixteen lines in length. 1820 witnessed the
advent of the "weevring-willow" decoration, which, with its comran-
lon urand the four, six or eicsht-line epitoph lasted well through
the Civil %ar period. Then ecame suceh en errev of decoretions
58 To bewllder the stoutest heerted:- clesped hends; ladys hand
noldiny A rose; Hend with forefinger pointine upwerd.. to signify
the deperted haa arisen , 2nd finelly the Ameriecen flar, crossed
satres end heans of cannon-halls, denoting the late war, The
weering-wvillow und the enitaph ceased to anreaer about 1825 when
the new style rectonsular  rrevestones became nomular. These

willow decoratiocons snre ¢ ctudy in themselves, scercely any two
sre ! like,

1 onyv o abones sre "sicened"  wilth the initials or n=srme and the
residence of tLie sionecutiver .. ana sometlimes dated. is was
usuelly cut low on the stone and is often hidden by grass, I have
found these signstures in our locel ceneteries,-

J. I, Gedades; 5. lixon; C. S. Pevne; . C. Nixon;
E. Zvens, Sculvn. (meening “cutter™) F. L. Knight;
lubbara; Geddes & Besl; end Fisher, Sc.,

tiarren.

it is vnleasing to note ouvur stonecutters omitted the "ip."
end "L'rs." so generslly seen on stones in New Bngland.........
however th

ie¥ clung to the "Reliet of", and "Virtuous Consort of,"
(often missnelline virtuous) for nearly a century,




1.any of our early stones sre exact conies of those to he
found in iassachusetts and Connecticut, Stones set on 01d
Burlcl i1l &t Flymouth,in 1800, arperently were cnnied by
our stonecutters end care into. use here avout 35 vears later.
=5 exsmle,- This is from 01ld Buriel Hill, -
"In menorr of Irs. Polly llolmes, wife of ., Joseph
ilolmes, who died July 3, 1794 oged 26 vears,
"Death is & debt to nature due,
Yinich I have neid, and so must you."
And tnis inscrintion is from amlet Cemetery, in Cheout., Co.,
*"Joel Puyne died Tsrch 11, 1835, in the 72 vear of

—~ "
3 agce, -

pei

ot
"Death 1is a debt
oV nzture due,
“nich I have neid
and so musit you,

Ilarkers were often sel many years afier the deceased wes
laic away. sn excellent example 1s found in the o0ld cemetery
at Fleasantville, here in the town of Chautsucus, where, unon
o Tine narcle sleh is the following, -

"In memory of Sterhen Weshburn, died lNov. 12, 1820,
cwed 9% veers, 16 davs.,™

The stone is signed, -
B. ®Vens, Sculn., 2R%5, (15 vears later)

“ritzanns were often written by wives, for their husbands,
eng vice verss, ana sonetines sre not too complimentery.

Delightful mistakes in srellins ocenur on many of these old
tombstones, 1look c¢lnsely ond vou will find them, Sometimes a
secuence of letters wes too loneg for the width of the stone, so
Lhe wortmen ended thne line with severel very smell letters, or
cut, them above or below, ot the end. You will find these also.
I sugzest vou ney & visit to vour nearest cemetery ...,. S0 to
the older part nnd study the lettering chiseled on the stones
fi hundred vesars sgo (1940). You will envpreciste its excellence.

It may interest you to know, --- The selling of farily
rlovs in ceneteries is of comraratively recent origin, Grove
Streav Cemetery at dew daven, Conn., was incorrvorated in 1794
end there the forst fumily rlots were sold in 1768, Eefore
thieg, bodies wnre buried side by side in the ovrder of decezse.
This cemetery, the correct name of which is THE NE/ HAVEN CITY
BURI-L GROUND, is &n interesting place to visit, Here are
buried Tli Terry, of clcck-maving feme; Samuel Finley Breese
iorse, mortrait rainter and inventor of the telshranh;
Jededieh llorse, (father of Semuel) suthor of the first zeoz-
rarhy nublished in fmerica, 1798; Bli Whitney, inventor and




meufacturer of the “hitner rifle and inventor of the cotton-
gin; Charles Goodvear, who rerfected the vuvleanizing of
rubber ,.... and rmany others,

Sleeny Hollow Ceretery at Tarryvtown, H. Y., conteins much
of interest. Iere J#shington Irving, Andrew Carnegle and ir.
Whitelew Reid are buried ... along with some four thoussand
others, Ylondlawn Cemetery, Elmire, N, Y., contelns the
reves of iiark Twein and his wife, Also at Elmira, in the
Woodlawn National Cemetery are the graves of nesrly three thou-
send Confederate soldiers who died et 2 nesrbyv nrison camp.

Thousands of tourists zo to Plymouth, Mass., and see only
the Rock in its beautiful setting. O01ld Burisl Hill cemetery 1s
but & three minute walk from Plymouth Rock, and is intensely
interesting. A youns men is ususlly in attendance there, and
for fifty-cents will conduct vour rarty sbout the Hill. He is
thoroushly femilisr with the stones, 2ndé recites the epitephs

nloneg with & running telk about the early settlers who rest there,

weny of the old stones in- this cemetery ore rrotected hy nrinted
correr "hoods" which cover  the entire back #nd too of them ~nd
rrevent erosion s#nd splitting. The hsacks of the older stones ore

towcrd the north-east, for fropm thet direction come those terrihle
storrs, celled "nor' essters™, which, no douvht, would sonn destroy

the lettering.

Now, to come nearer home, --- There is an intsresting and
unusuesl gravestone neer the center of ‘the cemetery on the hill a
short distance east of Nurvoli, Cettarsusus County. In the upper
center of this largze marble glab, a deed rectengular recess is
cut to hold a Daugerreotyre case, containing & picture of the
decessed., The recess 1s covered by a small slab of msarhle, held
¢t the top by & single screw which permits swingine this cover
either to the right or left, revealing the pilcture.

" I am going to rend vou a few inscrintions which I have
copied feithfully &t vsrious nleces; The first is from Rusti
Vills<e cemetery,-

"Sacred to the mermory of Cetharine Tenner, Relict of
Elijeh B, Cernenter., Died Sept. 19, 1869, aged 80
vears, 7 ronths, She died of leart Disease 1in &
Sleering Cer hetween Devton & ¥iddletown, Ohio; while
trevelling South to visit her Desut. In Cincinnsti,
Ohio.™

From Villenovs Cemetery, Chaut., Co.,-
"Sussnna A., Deughter of Solomon & Arren Crowell,
died July 2, 18955, aged 25 yeers & @ months,
"iy dear associetes fare you well
I'm gone where Jesus and Angels dwell,
ind ye who council sweet shve given
Remember Susie lives in Heaven."




From 01ld Buriel Hill,-
"In memory of Elizabeth Savery, wife of Lermuel Severy, who
died August 1, 131, aged 71 yesrs.
"Remember me as you nass by
As you are now so once was 1
As I am now you sonn rust be
Prepare for desath and follow me, [
{I was told some colleze boys edded these lines, in red »encil)
"T'o follow vou I'm not content, !
Until I %xnow which way you went.” ;

From Cla Buriel HHill,-

(The Pirst “joman Schoolteacher in Americe.)
"In memory oif Nrs. Tebitha Plasket, who died June 10, 1807, |

aged 64 ‘vears,
"Adieu vain world, I have seen enough of thee,
And I am cereless what thou sayest of me, !
Thy smiles I wish not, nor thy frowns I fear, [
I am now &t rest my head lies quiet here,"

From Hdamlet Cemetery, Chautaunua County,-
"In memory of Hiley, wife of Elias Clark, who died Dec. 3rd,
1837 in the 80th year of her age.
"Go home my friends, dry uv your tears,
I must lie here 'tild) Christ appears."”

This is coplied from & large white marble slab in the FPleasant-
ville Cemetery, just north of our County TFarm. Merks the grave
of ~rnon tiles, son of John !Miles, & soldier of the ‘isr of 1812,
"At morn was well, noon can't tell, |
The seme respecting nme,
For 1life had fled and I was dead
By the fglling of & tree,"”

]
"Boast not thyself of tomorrow for thou f
Fnowest not what & day may bring forth.” |
|

From 014 Burial Hill,- E
"Lreceted to the memory of lrs, Mehitabel, wife of Cept. Thos.:
Atwood, who died Jeu 14, 1809; in the 38 veer of her age, |

In early life, her feeble constitution save painful premonit-l

ions of her early exit. She however, unexpectedly nassed i

|

the rieridian of 1life, discharging in a very laudable manner,
filiel, »narental cnd conjusel duties, At lenath, the seeds
of death were nlrnted in her vitals -- she sickened, lang-
uished and exnired, in hores of & blessed imrmortelity.
"Short is our longest day of life, i
and soon its prospect ends; i
J
|

Yet on that days uncertain dste
Eternity depends.

!

H



And this last one, Just for fun, is taken from the TFeb-
ruary, 1939, National Geogranhic Megazine, page 271, and is of
English origin,-

" Here lies John Steere,
Mo, when living, brewed good beer.
Turn to the right, go down the hill,
His son keeps up the business still."

Thus ends my nuaper ..... and I leave this thought with you,-
"A nicely kept cemetery denotes a well ordered community.™

I thank wyou!

VALLEYHAVEN, October 5, 1940.






