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Hr. President, Mevbers of tnewﬂqautmutua CGunty Seciety
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of History and Natural OCcience:

History to be of real valne mmst be aﬁeurate.'Wréng~
nistoury is %orse than no history. ’ v

The task of gatnering the almost lost ‘and widaly *eparét@é
thrends razatlng to~ohe .who in tnw VEry.- b@rxy dﬁyse@rjﬁur Counnyﬂa
nistory was uetive mn g dGV9lopwant znﬁ wno remcveﬁ ‘rom.th9500umty

morc than elfnty yeurs sgo, miy e one of pleaeurn and Qﬂliﬁnn‘ﬁﬂ‘bﬂﬁ

"Historical Hunterﬂ nut to o layman, accuqtowed uO &eal witn ccld fzcts

at hand 1nbiuaing VPh@d problems of the ureapﬁt tn@ Pffort hlufbeen

T

autnndod with many misoivlnms. I wibh-this pdppr wera mare connlete

andag bettﬂ” nreparad, am glad it is no wors e Ag it id, it 13 respect~

AN

fully subnitted. R iy - L
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Lewls Caleb fodd, the subject of this paper, was of sc;btci{« N -
origin. ‘His ancestors removed from Scotland 1o Lornwall, Lng7¢nd,
thence to Conmectlcut. He Was the sen of Caled, and gr&ndson 0f ;
(¥ideon and {Prudanae Tu*tle) Todd. He wws:a “trang mgn.ana’poogsad‘ R
sctive 1&rt in ﬁhu aq?ly nistory of Ghuutamqua cwunﬁyzwwﬁe*recc§§3';f;;*”

phow that’ on Othva 2d, 1819» e bought one nunarea acre@ o; tno. ERRRIDAR:

Holland fana ¢o., - situate on lot one of tne Fourtn wed nzp dnd

P
a b

mnirteenth H&n#e, unich hﬂ‘sold to" Jnason ﬁyler Pebruaxy l?th, lsjl.,

-

‘g:"« !

nﬂ ﬁanc,, his wife, décted to Lewis C Taﬂd Lotu 25 and 26 &h

b

Siuuage on the we Su qian of main Su. Beun&ﬂd south‘ny tne nortn line gl

‘
.‘_{_1.'

Sixth Street in the Villqge of James town. lwving _ocqted hlm in"' 'I

Jamesiorm, where he lived mntil nis removal from the ucunty, 1t is ny
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T knew very little of the evidence of nls doctrine, but
I fellt peorfectly certain that 1t was true, éhd that Mr.Dean
w28 ingpired from Henven to promulgate it, After this,
my Tather and myself Irequently debated the Subjeci while
al work together as long as I remalned At home. 1 soon dig~
covered ry fatner’'s vliewn were undergoing a gradual dbut
cartain change; which arfter some flve or 8ix yeors resulted
in an open avowal of Universallsm. -

Or my eighteenth winter I was peruitted for the

rirst time in six years, to attend a little scheol in the vicin-
ity for the term of aix woeks, where I studled Inglish Grammar,
which 15 all the time I ever devoted to thad branch. It is
true 1 improved that time with all ny might. My—nineheeth}éigter
nliowsd ne eight weeks of gchool, which was,devoted 1o axi}nmetic
wainiy, and I Tound myself magter of such worksg on that ﬁdﬁénbe
ag were uged in cowmmon school., On my twéntieﬁh winter my"faéher :
engaged md Lo veach schnoel In cur own néighhorncod for fwur'mgnﬁhs
and o talf. My evenlngs and mornings vwere all gevoted to ay%;h—
matic and mathemasics. I detnllss ﬁhese trifling mattiers, té— )
show oupr boys, ir they wished %o learn and sare willing té WOrK
fov it, very feow can find an excusg in the wént uf oppoptunlty.
Those wno have no tagte and do not love study should never be
gent Lo college —— 1t 18 not trheir place. Fducation cannoi he
glven, nor bought nor sold — it mugt he acquired., 7The next two
years after I hecume twenty-one I devdted L0 teaching achool
and attending the academic instivutlon at ¥airfield. Iuring
that time I passed through the Latin and Greck grammars, Virgll,

Cicero, the Greek Testament, surveying, euclid, algrdra and loglc.
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41 liked the study of matnematics, but loathed thsot ol vhe
dead languages. I came Lo the cunclusioh, which has never
chonged, that a vast deal of time and labor is sacrificed through
the literary whim of mwaking so ruch account of the dead languages.
they are not of sufficient use to remunerate the labor they cost.
The Greex,.to ne sure, 1s necessary for bhivlical criticisuy,
vut there are living lunguages, and deeply inportant studies o
encugh that have a dirvect comnection with practical 1ifé;f¢0 :
ongagze and exorcise the mind without wasting the energies of
youth upon the dead and useless lore of past ages.

"Hy teacher wasg a rector 'in the Eplscopal churen, who
informed me th:b they had a fund for educating a limited
mugher of young men ror the winlstry; that if I felt dlaposed
to take orders with them they would provide for iy colleglate
education. A liberal education appaared;tovme of great value;
hut sy ansvier was, 'I am a Uhiveréa;ist'. Yy mind wus thap '
it I ever'preached the gospel I should ve unwillling io syppfasé -
& dectring, wnich appeared to me to unfold uhe'veryﬂglementsébf“
christian morals and nuash naﬁpiness.

"In the rall of 1817 1 took leave of my paternal homs
and journed to Chautaugque Co. in the most weatern part of the
Stiine of Hew Yovrk, Ky object in golng was to find employment
in gome school, That was then a Very new country, its prin-
cipal villages were but just locatod znd cowmenced and new -
gettlements were just exlending inﬁb dirfferent partsg of the County.
Small openings and log houges saparated by sextensive fofestgj ?ﬁése

congtituted the general scenery of that reglon. n wy arrivé%‘

| meerturted dogille: e S
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I found the Rev. 8. R. Ssith itineprating through that region

28 a promlgator of Universaliem. He wag in Iull vigor and
prime of life and Jjustly considercd a man of uncoimion gloguence
and power. He learned uy vicws. and suggested the propriety

oY enuaging in tho minletry &t cnce., T considered mysell very
ungualified for preaching, as was she fact, but linally yielded
to persuvasicon and agreed to try. 1 dolivered-s ohort exteﬁporan-
eous dlscoarse in progence of Brother Smith, who encouraged me

Lo g0 ahead. After delivering in ail Tive digcourges to very

ginll asserblies in that rogion of roreeis, I hecaue saﬁiafiea-

':!"

he gospel and Telt uswpel¢ad

R4

that I was not qualified to precch
to danden the premature attempt.
wHaving abandoned the ddew of preaching, I wag in ﬁﬁé ‘ N
woods without an cbject ang pretly much indlfferent to avofy%hing;
and of course in proper conditlon to take advice. Accordingly
in t§e gpeing of 1818, I contracted for a piece of wild lnnq;g“
tooﬁ a wife, and went into the wooeds to clearup a a -farms an%’ﬁ“
wag pursucd wntil Seplember, 182l. I had an inis time - pro-
fessed the doctirine of Universalism nnd felt frog, clear and
full of the gublect. Hy congregations were at once fnlf; .
Ry acquaintances were repildly mltiplied and extended into d4lfl-
ferent parts of the County., Affer presching scmo ye&fﬁ in ‘
that reglon I wag sollicited to return to Salistury, Herkimer Co.,
where ny father used to preach to the DBaptists. I did not'féel ﬁ-;

)

ruch ot home in Sallshury, although ample justice wed done wey - -

and after two years I revurned o Chautaugque. Herel had a

small farm, which I cultivated at my liesure, and usually

e W e m e A e AT L o e b g Rmmem b M Ll ke s an b
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rcde Lo nmy agppintﬂ&nts, which were at mest all distances
within fifty miles,. I recelived such pay as sy Irlends were
dilspoced to gzive, which was somoetimes liberal and op the whole,
with ry work at nome, I was gatisfied. 1In the spring of 18351
I sold ay farm and moved to Jamedtown, a regpeciable town on
the cutlet of Chantauygue Lake, where I had preached & portion
of th: time Tor many years. Here 1 ﬁtaﬁted a~pe¥ipﬂicéi paper
called the wGenius of Libverty®. -The paper was devoted to the
prcpagaticn‘or Universalism. A large portlon.of it was written
by the editor. In agsociation with the bﬁople, I discovered some
hahits prevalling aong my friends there, which I had notff5$ﬁ§££§
supposed to exist among them; and began Lo feel much anﬁiétj,thatif
the doctrine did not exert morae ﬁefqrming anergy and meral powier .,
Since that, ncwever, I have been alile to account for all these
thingzs without lwpeaching the influenceuof.the_ddéppineszgt all, -

In the meantime my ha»its were nore sedenﬁanyftnahrusﬁa}:iand I

T i

-

-~
was engaged wore lntensely in reading, writing, and reflection. -

()

.
he
Ve

en moral and roligious suhﬁenté-tnanﬂfarmerxf.fThesa~tn1ﬁgsa
cozbined, brought on a kxind of nervous alrection and aaprenéion
of ygpirits., I do not think thal I was worse dejected. than
sedantary wen often are; but a combinatlon 5f’circunatnncea

™ randerad the effect more visible and public. My moral senaitiveih_
1ess bhecams 50 acute as to 111 my imagination witn images of
crimes and vices thit had but 1little existence. Molancholy
and mental sulffering maznified the religious atupidﬁﬁy, apatn&u
and aill the faults of Universalisis; ané gpread aroung ne a gloowy |

H]

world of darkness, wrongs and crimes. About thiy time I Look

1

o i T
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1oLd. 0i‘~ the bempe:t'ancer vl orm'* lecturecl fextenuively jon ;the

subject; and :f“elt;deeply enga,src.d Am its promotion.*fl themr

08 wdered. 1t parklmom’mwtq;“all others snomlf ﬁub:}oots.: The il
artialigts all enceuvaged und- sectnded my Aef-rcarts T807dld
gome:.Unlversalists, dbut.many-of theli:wers ;é;‘ﬁé,ig,t1»sfifedixdhcuti’<"’z
i, and - w@tzt.ed ne, vo:c’y 1l1. ‘This,\,:cpwos;itioiﬁtehde’df-_stia ‘*11161*@;2;32’3;

My ﬂ.isaffect_.ﬁ‘on., Ll’eac‘“mry, perfdidy,: %ﬁ.,,vlolence and

erim filled _Up- 1§ rmditation by day -~z .and . my dreamsiwaere. naunted
wilth

By oy C}:. vice,»wawh amemqumepwing to%mrea.kmpm‘nuffmmaa—

EBion-gy goclety, ami 1;141;&{3 uponwhefwor’it. tne most. &ppallin{f”’"“

wrechadness. I Pead Pmr@ssm ,s‘t@"“u vorks*:u 3 applied tO' Py

Tburs ypund she enm and fclt;,&pmbw Tat ch.acemmf'ea" “0g f'out"ze

-

I was very mqa“)py ma Giton wept 1ikéwas ch ‘ld’“ : ,~‘:‘i -:I“'«""l 7

than atoany b egebm't%oiw,w‘%mt onmn fzflmxibed**“"‘% faep,,im;g}reﬁision, i,

thatl, Unlversalism wag untree - -and misth ne*?mnounomi LRy p‘t..bl.ic- "

renunci‘ztionﬂwas made  on the 34:0% Am?i’l., 1.83;, and ul‘l‘&l’f Ithad- A'

qm’"w Lif,ly }uw J,gwlw 3.11,951:11@%.@(,@1: Jerthin i}“'ﬂ’iﬂ“’ﬁwl‘aﬁ ATt .3uven mentna.
I.only intgndad 06 ahandok-Universallsn;. not 10 war. dgainﬁt it
Tildy Litile sonangey ol 1;937§-{w31:ic_3x§'~1-1ar1 ;':f:eau-j‘.-ted~ fron n:ent:.‘:..u* dea;?*

pondency produced,an exeiieronl - .;f“"om bmlnm i.ca ne‘ms&*iqsippi,“;“%t .

thougn. the -pub ide: pra:;s ,w*“’mi{,h-"g.'i* “’naﬂmwt wanticipdte .H,E'vnry-— :Si: N

body -szemed.-to_ know. {bﬁg;:;ge;nson:,- sihose, whoshddslargs 1&(3(}311&11}1?8“-‘
ness knew .it.was Lovmakesnoney -«’-a;stl'mzﬂemzmdi‘? 1y “J.argemxpprobatlve-
ness knew that Lt wpg to.gain por}uldrit"r e 'wnere m‘velouqnesa

Prevalied 1% was Xnowm o ‘he, a-gendine! cmm:er ion: to cml. :3:11: L

28 often happeéns, -whonpenyunaertaXsibo; ji;gi Mr.mm vmi«,h*«»t.naya e O

v

- vIn relation to pecuniary ma stiers,. 4y was:.‘maingr hattpr -
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knor netuning avbout, they all gueased wrong,., Offers and
requests came Lo me to unite with otner denominations, which
ware rofused. A% last the presiding klder of the p.1X. Church
proposed to give me a clrcuit on trial, and after becoming
acquainted with their people ond usages he doubted not I should
he serisfied Lo 4o with them. I flaally yleldgd to this proposal.

“How that I wus on the clrcuit I bvelievednmysell to have
heen mis?@pfasented'anﬁ ny mollves impeached on account of my
renunciation, bty Universallst editors This had deepencd my
wrejudices apainst them and thelr gystem, Wnlle at .3 éffaras
of Erie, Pa., our conversation iturned aﬁ‘this sub jeot. He asked
me why 1 did nct drite on Universnslism and currecht the miaéj
ropresentations, and proposed iF i weﬁld do 80 h8 would puﬁiish
it ot nis own risk., HMr, Spafford is and always has been the -
gole propristor wnd iha only one who hags ever had a chanes 1o
githar make op 1oSe by the book. After attending ny appoint-
ments abouy eight wmonths and writing the nook referred Lo above,
I devexrmined tc vretlire to private lifé. I purchased a farm“in:fﬁgf
fovm ¢f Nelson, Porbave County, Onlo, and moved on in the SUBmAr
of 1334, a littile over one year rrom the time I Jeft the Uﬂiver-
snlists. There I was at last in a breathing spot, disgusted with
cectarian arrogance, decell, intolerance and fraud. Heligious
sub Jecw? seemed lmpeneirable to me, and mankind a aelfish WL -
titude of inconsistent belngs. I agsumed the occupatlon ang
haxits of a Farser and thought my public career forvever closed.
dere 1 spent my time £111 the winter of 18%5,'ﬁhen I'incfﬂeh%ally

re-cngaged in the reading of the binle. I concluded to read im-




-1 O...
partially. It seemed Lo possess new interest and attraction.
My attention tecame fixed and my affections'deepxy engaged
in the lavestigation. The result removed a gfeat welight from
my mind, and I became satisfied that the idea of an endless pun-
lswment is not in fact a bible doctrine. But great difficultles
were in front of me.. FThe.farm reguired attention. I had neg- . ’
lected mental pursuits and I was in douﬁﬁ?asggggaPQggmy@@@1;ity;
my tools had becoume dull, dost and ocut of order.. However, un-
expected incidents scon brought me-into the lehg.néglécted fleld..
I cosmenced zy labors in Parkman, Beauga Co., ohio, A}fll 3
1843, ten years to a day Trom the day of the renunciatiqn,-ands
after a religious and mental sleep of aboub nine yearé. In{

- T
Jgune following I took the Pellowship or the Association atb Ravena,

“and in less than two years we nad erected a beautilful-churcgh and

egtablished the leadinz society in the Yillage?of Parkmhn. Tnis
brings my story to arch, 1g45. Ine rest s futﬁfe. Upon
retfospecbidn it is obvious, I nadecomnmtted many - errors, and
would rovise a large porition of my Life had I the power. I nave‘
performed ablut asg much manual labor as most working men, taught

some gixteen or eightecn schools, read bub littlebtncuvnt w0"9
sgeryel al
VWiritien aeqs;derbhig works, besides consierablp for the periad~ﬁ
lcal press, preached over two thousand times@ and if I live to
get tnis little book before the public, I shall think I have done
more good than harm, and suppese I oughlt to be satisf;eﬂ.'; na#q
alwaya had good friend3° and have always been blessed with
rnpmi\a, on account.of being mich disposed to tell the trutn

and never felt much disposed to purchasge fr@eﬁdship. Among the
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nonorahlie :-nd good, nowsver, I have nover found mich

difficulty.»

A sor;mmau careful and extended seureh digcloses the fc_:_nl}.cwing
additicnal :s_&"tf and incldsnts in the 1ife of this man. He é&s{ﬁarriea :
10 ullen. Stéa.dz(,:@ﬁ:\ 7\ 3(1?;2:LSJ;B;":x&i:}_ﬁ“-fgmimquz‘zs;;stgg}%ﬁgg&ip}éi}ﬁ«fﬁrﬁﬁ&?" T
wife and w0 cﬁi}:ﬁz‘en,‘ Lewis G, Todd, Jv, porn ‘511—1}‘:125, 1822; mda.
damgnter Catherine. He tonght’school in "taoxtm, alao m %1@01‘, !
school in J:tm.@si;gwﬁ; was <ue of bhe supeclnteandentd :aff-scneala in ‘toc};tm
in 1821, ¥hlile Iin -Jamestown he wag agsond Ltod with ALi’}'ed .::mii.nv in

the pubiication ol the Chautaugue Republ ii.c,an,‘ He .w;zs the aumfar 'of ,1

K o ?rm%f%ﬂfwam Chrialeant #y arvd Calvinisrt)

_The Hagarlc exclieumsnt

I

A

A‘%:t flrst booky published in C’mmtmqm mety hy Hw.r}; .
it 534 a5 27 Fepl LT
Irigsoer al Frodonl L&A He wus a? B¢ author of a- wor}; nww:ma %icr,_l .

= worksentitlad  sAn Abridgerent of English Gram Rl r:il 0. an mﬂit,hs:r,@ti&

whichn woare Lthe

Justlce of dniversulism®. He wag the iauiciﬁ LN zumi 'z } :J.t We

funsral-gorvice neld fo?-7?=¥a:}03:'* Bam@l Emolmrw wkw fiicaa m 3827.

*»’-:

S

:,, gan in- 1826 was ab its he:i.gh‘h ) h9 srﬁrmfm\ v
deiive;‘rfe}} ayf»m mdr} ranna CC:I’l“Jiﬁ‘?"l“*‘Pd to hﬁv;@};é@n un@ ’c;fliane gqut "
Sermons in d=fense of Masocory and the lite W(}I‘l{ axxﬁ Gh&&f’fh(‘“t"‘"‘ 0:{;} g{a._;}gr,‘
ull"k@l‘l"‘?‘ In 1832 in the Congregatlonal Gm‘ech af Jamwsmww ffei;é‘}{%ié;s’f;:ii

‘nn'.l.,d a. prnt ted meeting cam?uc*‘ed by un m&l;;@liﬁt named - Ave‘z*v.,

T am infox*mgm that Boong tnqse who were sald m ba converted WEPE

Honoravle $. A. Brovm, Iv. . I. Foote, anaﬂwermngmsw-G.\iadcﬂl,@x 27
In answer 10 the eharpe that Mp. Todd was an Atheist he saya:

» vl Go nod recellect that I ever had a doubd -ofr the
existence 0f a God,"
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waq'elmcted to represantff ig
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Marietta, Ohic, zcress the, “tate, paq fng ? ﬁgn Pﬂftu?@ nd G@&uba

Counties to, Erie LO., Pa.y o ? th ence. tnr bychavtazqnwg "wttaragqusA,

. AR Dt

and’ Eric Counties to’ths. ,hnada Linp., A ,=‘ Lo “: LT

To tell of the work<of thig man in thé iﬂt@?@utﬂ of the
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colored poople, who were being nelped to'Lmnﬂda‘and tO*ﬂreoﬁam.woﬁ1d

take nmch apace. The fact is daablishpﬁ thﬁt 1h*s wan w ﬂ the fLL@nd%i '
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of hunnniﬂy,"rhavdleas ot POlOm. “In lgéz*z *’Taddwanarw,f@qr@mov&a to
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Helson,*?arhage ounty, Uhio. whe“e thay snen uh@i? rpmﬂin N yenrs.f1- i
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Showld you pasu-aiun;sthn Garrettsvilletund avkmen rigmwmy,tnrmigh~
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the Township of Heloon, vau will‘uoa o wn*l rapt ,ematenj, l@ﬁgt?d ahuut
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two ﬁuﬁﬁﬁpd Vards w@J* 0f1bh9 hl&hwav. AThcre ;z ﬁ.gultahjp, y@t hmaestm Ty
arhle 31labn, you will g0 enpraved-f”cn.,Lewi° C. Jodd, ifniod June ?6 _
1863, aze 65 Yea?s; n moriths andg: 9 days . anmzaupltcm?eﬁal¢b you way
read ﬂ@lleg, Wife of Lowls C. Todd, IMed ﬁhg.iBLJ 1874, Ag@ﬂ 76 yaur%,

3 months and 9 days.v His son Lewls C. “oﬁd,- v nas“ﬁaééﬁd ANV,

=

here 1is nov iiving at ashtabula, Ashbsgbula Paunty, Oh*o, z;grandson .

of Leiris €. Todd and son of L@mzs C.” Todd, Jr., hy Lno ﬂ%r@ of melvin B:‘

’.:.\f"» .,P‘
: .
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Todd, Who is 2 lbadsnh physiviwn 9? tne-ﬁeunty.wﬂy
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