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In the wer of the Rovolutic. thero wore two huméred

ard seventy oeight resordod battles snd skirmichd of which
ninety two took plsace witkin the boundarics of vhat 1w now
Tow York State, seventy nine in South Cerolino and one hundred
an& seven in all of the other states oambinea. Onéethird of
the totel numbeor took plact in Now York Hteto so that ouxn
Jtate played an important part in the wor for Amorican
Indopendenco. Of all of the campeigns for Americsn Froadon,
the Sullivan Expedition was onme of tho most importemt,; meny
higtorians placo it 2t the kead as having tho mont far roaghs-
ing reanlte,

You heve heard & history of this campsisn today ond withe
out ereroaching upon that history I want to hriefly call your
attention teo the conditions st the time this campalgn wes in-
pugnrated, The war had beon in progress over four yoprd and
without either side hoving galned any declided sdvantages The
Pritish hold practicolly ell of the seo-coant and had establish-
cd & blockade preventing the importation of suvplisés snd equip-
mont for tho Anericen o¥mys The western frontier wag holc by
g combination of Indiaons, forics, ond some British $roops, who
wore Lorogslng dnd killing tho asttlors, burnmnm tholy hOTBH
and earrying off their cottle and cropR. Vhat wee, perhaps,
more important, the Indions woroe walolng aarn, frgit. vagatvblom,
hoy, end grain for the British army, in foet that wes negrly
tholr entire eustonance.

The British plan of campeign scomed to be ono of walobinl
walting by starving tho Azerlcens on the one hand and by letting
the Indizns heraos thom on the frontier ond broaking down thoir
morale wntidl tho colonists wounld pooopt fefeat.,. The sedtleys
apon the wostern froutier woro onlling for help from these
mossacres ond this call beoomo most inolotont. Uashington inew
that if the Iroguoln Hation wure not cubdned that the war conld
never be won. !e aiso 1ooked ahead to reace mnd wanted the
inland cmpire wiich only could be ﬂhiniﬂ@ﬁ if in his poznopsion,
If penoco hed boon prranged before the Sulliven Expodition, the
westorn boundary line of the United Statos msn&ﬁ @rcbale hagve
run from the 5t. Lavronce RBivor thra the Fingoer Lake .region to
Pittsburgh, and tho geourid upan which we noaw stand might' e$ill
nave been part of the Beltish Rapivo.



washington formulato@ & well lald out plon, vhich he
pleccd before Congrung, who suthorized the Zxpedition and
orronped for raicing tho noosssary funds, The ragelis of
thio campaign may be briefly summorised s follows: fivet,
the destruction of the Indisn settloments, driving tho
Indisng out of contral ond westorn How York and for o time
at least giving security end protaection to the froutier
gettlors of How York rmd Fonnsylveniaj second, the power of
the Tories was curbed and onllietmonts to the Britlsh csased
to Lo &0 nuasrous daring the rest of tho wer; thivd, tho
purplics of corn sud dyried Dosns, whlch had gomo to the
Hritish uioro-hounes weye cubt off and the Inglish wore {ronm
thet timoon forced to feod ond cloiho the hostile Indlen
netiong, aad thus thelr geanty suppliod were placed in jeopardy:
fourtn, a oleim woe stofkod Tor tho eoguieition of lands sSouth
af the (rost Laokeos, vhen the tinme came 40 mako a tresty of pongo,
in short the dcoting of tho interior of the Horih Amovioan
Continent was decided by this cempnign, and immodlatoly after
tho elose of the war tho lgnde of Hostexrn Hew York omd
Pevmoylvoenia wore opened for tho thoufandd of scttlers who
flocked in,

With thoe results oo abovo outlined, it 19 woll and Fitting,
that at tho and of the onc hundved and L1€Ly vearp folloving
the cumpelgn, that the proper recogmltion g glven tho ovent
and taat the dotsils of this swpedition bo brought $6 puhlig
gttontion., OGroniio monuwments mnd boulders haeve bLoon et to
mark their oatiro rounto. Celebrationd have ‘been held at
Canajoharie, Cooperaiown, nndlcott, Chomung, Cherry Valley,
Salomanca and othor pointe. Thore have been held threoo major
golobrations, the firet at Lolcentor on September 14th, ot
Goneva on Joptombor Hlog, and at Ylmiran on September 206th.

On Septemboer 18th, 1779, Bulliven's szmy hnd reached a
point nesr tho heoad of Conesng ILuke, whore ithey campod. EHo
oW they bed arrived in the region of the Gonoses Valley,
bot 4id not know how for the river mlpght ba, €0 ho pont &
secouting pardty, hecded by Licuteunant Boyd, shond e mgot the
ley of the lanf., They wont o fow milco until they came to
Cananerggs Urool, whilech opptied into the fSenesee Hivoey, and
not finding eny Indiansg they taruoed bhaek. Fhe Indiane had
ot botween this 1itile party snd Salliven'o arpy and led
Lientenant Boyd into what hint deon known simo a8 the Grovolang
Ambuscade, Foartoen won wore killed on the spot, iieutonent
Doyd gnd Sergonnt Parler snd one Indian gulde were captured
aid tho balunce of the varty congigting of olght men cuoeped,
Tho Indian guido waes killed opd Licutensnt Royd and Heipoant
Porhor wore led o few mllcg asrosa tho (enesce River to what
was thon mown go Little feard's Tovm, sawed Do dnbhiof
by thot smoaman  On dyfedZubaz 144 g d o 8 F b i e BOB T
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This gpot haes since been Inmown oo the %ﬁjﬂld& Shrinc. It
eenslst% of ono acre of ground about one helf miles east of
the viilage of Cuvl rille aﬂd loys Fight beolde United

stes Rombte 20 avd M1t %5 5ittls Benrd's Cresk, 1% 18 8
b@&uti;ul grasey plat end in the centor etonds the Forture
Treo, an oak treo around whieh, ag & gepling, tho men were
torturcd. ©Omn thoe banks of the creck 45 & 1little mound wader
wnich the bodice of Bejd end Parker ware buried untll thelr
nonos were removed to ¥ount Hope Cemetery in the oity of
fochoster in 1B841.

The forenoon oxarclsos of thE\ Leiccstoer Celebration
wore held ot this ¥eyside Shring exaatl; onie hundred ond Zifty
gaasrs affter the death of theso horoes. fpesches worg nade by
Sengtor Enight and Btote Historian, Dr. 4. C, Flick and one
or two others in wileh proper:praise to these heroic men for
their veliant docde was glven. 4 ten ten,granito boulder wnsg
unveiled rnd on the pide of this bduldor iﬁ o bhronse pl&%a
gbont two by three Leot upon which-ip inseribed their heroie
doeds,

About two miles weat of Cuylorville is the villsage of
Leivester and just south of the villego is & aastural omhitheatre,
wirorse a masoonth pagoant wus given i1 the afternoon. The
pagegnt field itself wan one~ithlrd of o mile iong snd on two sides
there were gontly vtising slopen wpon which the Porty thousend
noople who attended vere sested,  On the oppomite aide of the
Tield was a oreek vhose benke wore lined with treed; which porxved
ag o ocreen whore the agtors mnde proparations for *ho BCONOH

fearly twenty fivo huaﬁreﬁ poople took pard in this pegeant
which lusted from two olelook until dork. Teon mildéh of telephone
wire had besn utrung from the direotor's control statlon to
enecble the director to give hio opders. Arm amplifyor hod been
pet op so thot all wipht heay ovorything that the cotors sald.
Thoro was o mixed ahorua of more then throe hundred volces
and massed bands furnished the pecessory music.  The.actorn
were properly costumed snd hod spont wmﬁka in rehearsel. 11 18
diff¥cult to proporly describe this pogoant within the 1imite
of p papor of this kind, but I want to bdriefly toll you vhat each
act was about, {

Aot Une shovod Indien 1ids at the beginning Df the Amcricen
nevolutxdn, chlldren werc playing thelr chxlaiah &amea the young
men were plqving o gowe of lecrosse whilo tho esquawd wore vooking
over their cemp fires.

momo 0f tho oauses- of the cama&iaﬁ wore hrooght out-insAct
two, It showed the villagd of Chérry Valloy and tho masgacre that

took place thero.

Act ‘“broe nhowed tho nesdguartors of the-lontinontal Azmy
with dolegationn coming to Genoral Washington demanding help to
prevent further doprodations,

“ Act ¥our showod the Congross in sosélion and the plan of
Sullivan's Campalgn wes presented to it  ‘fhe members in their
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Knee-brecches snd powdered wigs and with thelir stately manners
ag they mnde their specches would hardly be a counter-part of
the present scasion of Congress,

In Act Pive Washington offered the command of the Expedition
to General Gates, who refused it, and 1% was then offered to
General Sullivan, who acceptsd it.

In Act Six the ball that was given in Albany on the eve of
General Clinton's departure was shown., BSome two or three hundred
took part and dressed as they were in the costuomes of that day
as they danced the stately minunet, they presented a2 siriking
contrast to our present day dances. Many thought this the most
beautiful pert of the papeant,

In Act Scven tho muptoring of the troops of (enersl Sullivan
at Beston, Pr. was shown. The men were dressed accodrding to the
styles of the frontler back-woodsmen of that time.

Act Eight showed General Clinton's march from Canajoharie
to Lake Otsego, and when one saw their equipment and methods of
trangpoytation they pot a vivid idoa of the difficulties vhich
were encountered in this campeigns The men carried long musksts
of the period with their powfer horns slung over their shoulders.
There was some 1ittle pretense of nwniforms, but they consisted of
vhat could be most easily obtained. Part of the way on this trip
the men were transported on flat bottom boats downt the Susquehannag
River.

Act Hine showed the meeting of the srmies of Sullivan end
Ulinton at Tiogea Polrit., Only such supplies =& conld most saslily
be transported were taken slong, while the reserve supplies were
left there under guard of a few hundred men.

Act Ten showed the Tndian Council in session at Kanasdasagsa,
and Chlefs Brant and Bulter made eloquent appeals to their
followers to repulse the White man's army.

The Battle of Newton wes protrayed in Act Eloven and was
intervely reslistic with several hundred participants. A few
camaon of the period, throwing three pound shot, was drawn up
by horsez and boomed throughout the battle. Pack horses dbrought
up the supplies. There wss a constant oraeshing of musketry fire.
Thie was the most exclting and, porhaps, the most realistic act
of the psgeant.

Act Twelve described the Groveland Ambuscade.

In Act Thirteen Mary Jemison pleads with the Indians to
make peace with the ¥hite man,



Aat Fourteon mhows the destruction of the Genosee Castle
together with the fields of coru snd othor crops which wexe
burned. ¥ields of corn had actunlly been planted last spring
to be burnoed et thiec time.

act Fiftoon wag tho final ot and shows Sulliven's army
ppont their retura to Fort Held, whore Elmire is now locatod.-

I have wevor seen such.a large crowd so intenoe upon one
purpose. dYatehing 1%, one lived over the otivring scenes upon
wiion the Republie wan bullt.

This oamo pageant wes repoatod on Saturdey, Zeptouber B1EL,
upon White Spring’s form just socuthwent of Geuevn. Thig ie s
frult. farm of ono thousend acres and mpon which there was onge
a small Infian village, and there are otill two burinl mownds
that oon be seon. Besnide the highwey in front of the roed is
vnat io mow es Lefuyotte Tree under which it 48 alieged that
Goneral LaPfayette rested duvring hio tour of this country. 4D
part of tho Genove Celebration, the comnltteo had getherod
togother o large emyunt of rolies of the colonlel period snd
had furnished rooms a8 the homes of thet time were fuynished.

N /

The villiege of Lpnadebage wes one~of the two principel <
villagen of thoe Seneca Indions and was Ldévstod upon top .0f the
1ill just on the outskirts of tho City of Geneva, ani the land
18 now owmed and oteupled by the fléw York 3tate Azricalturo
Exporimont Station. The foronosn exersises of tho célebretion
that day woro held at this point. Tho Pro-emption Rogd, whioh
lator coused g dlspute hotwecn tho Bintes of Jew York and
Lopeachasotts, rung by the side of this 0ld Infian villase. A
granite merkoy, zZome oight to ten feet high oreotod on this
corner, was unveiled st this $ire.  Yheobe monuménts all heovo
the same bronze tablel upon them. AT tho top thoy show the
hoods of Copersls Sollivan and Slinton znd thon & men of the
route of tho Expedition. Below is thio inseription ™ 1¥79
an Ixpedition against the hootlle Indian Hations which shoecked
the agpressions of the dnglich ond Indlens on tho fronticre of
lewr Yori end Pennsylvanls oxtending westvuerd tho dominion nf
the United Btates,

Within the villsge of Konodasags tho Indisns had orootod
w stockade of aboet one acxre of land withln shieh they conld
rotire in case of a battlos Within this otookado mere built
two block hounes and this stooksde run to a littleo brook, ©o
that they were aspursd of o water supply. Ubon tho grounds,
onice contaeined within this stockade, is 9till an Indian burisl
mound and upon this monnd 18 o emell granite mpyier,

To enable the people at this colebration to see how the
sriginal otocknde and block honses looked, the Boy Scouts .,
a? Gencve rebuilt them on o winiature coale and they attrocetdd
much astiontion.



This same pageant was repeated before an eveﬂ,larger
erowd in Mark Twaln Park in Rlmirs on September 28th. Thero
haz always been a keen interest in Elmirs in this Fxpedition,
owing to the fact that the principal battle of the campaign,
the Battle of Bewton, was fought just east of the clty. For
many yoare the State has maintained a park marking the site .,
of this bettlefield amd a granite monument sbout one hundred
feet high mﬂrks the spot.

The fiﬂal celebratlon of this. campaign was held at
Sglamance on Saturday, Oc_ tobsr Hth where a monument to
Colonel Brodhead and his men was unveiled. It will be recalled
thet as a pert of the Sullivan Campaign, Colonel Brodhead was
to march from Fort PLtt, now Pittsbargh, with six hundred and
Tifty men and destiroy the Indisn's crops and villagea up the
Allegheny River and ultlmately t0 Join Sulliven's army in
the Genesee Valley. Owing to the difficulties oncountered in |
getiing started, he wae come ten dsys to two weeks late to join
Sullivan. A2 it was an unbrohen wildernegs and nothing to
mark the spot, 1t is not known exactly how far he got before he
turned back, but his repo;t to Gonoral Washington shows that he
traveled several miles afier crossing the New York and Pemneylvanies
State line. The Indien legends are that he traveled as far north
ay the mouth of Buchtooth Run, which is about one mile southirost
of the clty of Salemsnca, snd at that point the only battle of
the campaign was fought. At the celebratibn the other dsy an
old Indian told-me that he could recall,when a boy,hesring -hls
grandfather tell about vhere this battle was fought at the routh
of Bucktooth Run,

Owing the uncertainty of the exact locstion, the monumnent
was crected in the Americen Legion Hemorisl Park npon Broad HStreet
in Salamanca. Peter Helson, AsSistant Stete Historion made the
principal address of the day. BMrs. iary Brodhead Himter of
¥ittanning, Pennsylvenia, & direct descendant of Colonel Brodhcead,
onveiled the monument.

"hese celebrations hsve brought home to the people of Hew
York and Pemneylvania come of the struggles of the Americen army
of the Revolution endured in order that our present. Government
and civilization might exist. We can not do too much to keep
alive the history of thoge struggles and to veneratse the memories
of the heross of that period.





