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Introduction,

gy

JAMES “JESSE STRANG

A MOSES OF THE MORMONS AND A CHAUTAUQUA KING.

Prepared by Roscoe B Martinﬁ‘Forestville, N. Y.; ani read
by him before the Ghautauqua County Historical Society
at their annual meeting 4n Meyvillej N. Y. Oc¢tsl2, 1929.

Those of you who were fortunate enough to éétepﬁ the 1928 fall.
meeting of the Chautauqua County Historicel Sogiety will well
remember the paper prepgreﬁ_aﬁd read by Mr. Charles M.Reéd of
Sinclairville}fN.Xf&Presidgnt of the Sgc;etyﬁ* "Jemes Jesse

Strang; a Chautauqua King"' His fime paper covéfed the subject

very thoroughly and I ask “both . your indulgence and his for xkx my ﬂ

use of much of his materialo

S

[

(26 peges & Intwoduction;  total 29 peges)
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“biograppical. 0f his boyhood little is Iknovwn; except that he was
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James«Jesse Strang standsrout as ‘one. ofhxhe most

{romantic figures 1In American history and. the:only: man in American

history who. was ¢rowned a King and actually ruled a kingdom, ‘within .
our borders. In xbiv discussion .of him it ‘is Well to bear’ 1n mind
that his period of life was only fortxwthree years, and that few men
have crowded,mgre*in@q fo;jyeﬁhrag,yeags than,he., '

e
t
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So closely 1s the story*of Mormonlsm”in Wmsconsin ‘

- AT

énd Mlchigan a83001ated with James Strang, that its recital 1s 1argely
studious and émbitious -~ and likewise eccentrié. After his death
there was found among his papers the fragments of an autoblography
covnrlng the period of his life up to the age of. twelves; The

Writlng co%es Io a sudden stop, as if the writer had been disturbed .
and had ﬁévér cared or perhaps had no opportuhity, to resume the

story of his life. In view of the later career of this strange man, "

the fragment is 1ntereating as giving an 1nsight into the unusual

-elements that~¢1nctured hlS life and f&shioned his coharacter, e

« s

" was born March 8L, 1815 on Popplé Ridge Boad
Town of. Scipio, Cayuga county, New York. My 1nfapoy was a psriod
of contmnual sickness and gxtreome suffering; and.Iahave understood

that at oné tlme I.was 5o - ;low as to be thought dead and that

. 2! * +
IS . . . »
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My parentage#wasvde‘

dly respectable 3

a descendant .of Hsnry derl'Estrange,;who«accaﬁpanied;t

) nearly - -
rank,,and 15 now. scattered«over/allmxh %gtates,

ramoved: to,xhe town of Rye Westcheute
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of his desoendemts remained i Since *1840. L
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Sheet Nos 3 . °
found in that country the limb bréaks off with their nemes.
My father, Clemeft Strang; is the fifth son of

Gabriel Streng: Coming originally of & Norman stock who have

PR S
.

gontinually intermapried with the_Dufcg an@qq§ﬁman families of the
Hudson, he partakes (as I do) more of the German type thgn_an& other.
Counting continually-in fhe main iine for ten generhtions back,
our ancestors are Jews, but so large is the_ admixture of other
bdood that the Semitic type seems to be qulte lost. -

’ My mother is of the purest Yankee stock from Rhode
Island, her father, Jesse James and her grandﬁather, James Jemes,
having left there about the time ‘of her birth and settled.in
Greenfield, Saratoga county, New York, where they died full of
years and honors.

‘My father and mother are yet living (1855), with &

reasonable prospect that they mey remain many years., They-are both

small of stature, my father being only fivg#fqet three or four inches,

and mother less; of comely .appearance, amigb;e; affectionate, charitable;

remarkably industrious, skillful in lapor ggd\jqducious‘ig business;
and unsullied moral and réiigipu% charaéfergi I -have a brofiér; David
Strang, two years older than myselr, and a sister, Myraette Loser,
five years younger, and it is a great pleasure Yo know that the e has g

never been a disagreement to agpunt to so,mqghgaS‘g momentgry coldness

between any' two members of thé'fémily. - ‘ ',5 ) ; .

I learned from many sources that in childhood I exhibited’

extraordinary mental imbecility¢ Indeed, if irmay credit what is told

me ..~ on the subject all who knew me, except my parents, thought me

g?

scarcely more than idiotic, Several facts remain in my récollection

.
«‘k_,

which support this opinion, I well recollect that school teachers

not unfrequently turned me off with little.or no attention, as though

¢

4
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I was too stupid to learn éﬁd too dull t6 feel neglect, and ﬁylsehool
fellows did not forget to add their slight. o )

) I doubt not my appearance at leasf Justified this
oﬁini@ﬁg I remember myself as little disposed to play, seldom c¢heerful,
end scarcely every teking the slightest ?ntgrest in the playgjéf 6thers£
Long weary days I sat upon the floor, thiﬁlg:!.ng,’ thinking, thinking!2
ocoasionally asking a strange, uninfanﬁils question end never gejtiné

?' 3 .
an answer, - My ming wandered over fields that old-men shrink from,

I burst into tears and crled aloud, and with a voice scarcely able to
articulate told my mother that my head achéﬁﬁ%f/ ’
During the first and part of the second year of my 1ffe
my father's residence waszin that part of Soipio now included 1n
Ledyard. ‘He left for Maa@éé%%ﬁin August 1815 when I was about Zeventeen
months old, and with the singular. tenacity!of memory I kept that place
perfectly
S0 AwrIEXX in memory that after twenty years absence I was able to
recogiize the location in riding throughs «. - _ L M
To the present time the recollections of my mother
carrying me in her armé, nursing me, an@nggnveré;np.wi¢h her.ﬁgsterj
about me, and of the road slong which thqy4walked, and. the work going
' on by the roédside,:are as distinct as théfevenps of ye§$erday; It is
the brightest of the few bright snoté of mj childhood, ‘fhe only o
.recollection. of long years not accompanied. With the sensation of pain.‘
Until 1816 my parents remained in Manilius, my father

. carrying on the farm of Mr, Fleming, an extensive farmer from Marylgnd,
who also kept & very.popuyar tavern on the great-Western turnbikq. '
I have very few recéllections of that period beYoﬁd an illadefined

but strong attachment to several members of his family and se?era; &f

the colored people he bfought.thefe, although I have seen very few of
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them in forty years, and none of them in thirty two. Such ar§ the
affections of childhood; at least they are such with nme, _
In February,xlalﬁ, my father removed with his family .
to Hanover, Chautagqua cognty,rNew Xogk whe:enhe_remaiped,twenty years. |
His first location was two’ miles northéast of Forestville, and
three-fourths of a mile from Walnut creek, on, the east side of the roadE

-

at the four corners but & few years. of the latter portlon of that *
period, we lived on Walnutagrpgk flats,_in the*same_ngighborhoodgt

There I greﬁlup,faﬁq‘argﬁnd tﬁﬁf‘plaqégcluﬁter~gearly‘ ,
all the regollectiqns;,pleaéant and-painful;'pf my ghildhood and youths ~

On our jpurﬁey I remember Buffalc as a:sma;l,
straggling village of thirty or forty h@dsésﬁloccupiéé as taverns and
drinking shops; so-crowded that it was a matter of favor to ged
entertainment; where the seme low, qéen, filthy'room was used for . ;
barroom, dining-room and kitchen, and a few hours the latter part,of‘the'
night accommodated as maeny drowsy, drunken and tired g}eeperq as could
lie down upon the floor, _

From Buffalo-we went to the mouth of Cattaraugus creek
on the ice. Father was heavy loaded and obllged 0 travel slows There -
had been a day or two of mild weather, the Snow was melted on the ice ’
and had already thawed many & treacgerogs open;qg,‘and_covgred with
water as thg ice was, 1t was difficui$rtor algxrangerhfo keep the way \
over the thirty miles of dreary waste.of 1cekwithout §~landmark.

To secure a passage by daylight fathe;igot & man who was
going with a two-horse slqééh and no Loed pu?-hip ﬁiié.jo'takélﬁy
mother and her two children as far es Cattaraugus: I only remember that
the water- ;ometime§ came 1nto the sleigh box, that the driver frequently

orses

Jumped th%AISESB across wide chasms in the ice, and sometimes found them

so wide that he dare not ctdSs them and went great distances around,

and that my mother was terfibly-ffightened,ﬁépd hugged my brother and.] °
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to her with an almost suffocating grasp. :

I heve since I was grown up frequently heard her speak of
that passege as having terrified her aimost to distraction,. & terror much
heightened by the continual quarrels and ﬁutual profanity of the couple
with whom we rode, k ) . Lo

We lost sight of father ilmmediately efter starting, and
next saw him at Mack's tayern;'Cattggau@us; The wind got into the -
northwest the afternépn of the. day we ata;ped, and, towards night one{
of the worst snowstorms of that latitude ceme on; obliterating in'a fewl
minutes every vestige of treck on the ice, filling the air so that & man
could not see the leéngth of sled and:team, and rendering it utterly
impossible %o keep a qourseleven for a few rods. ‘

%his storm overtook fether mfidway in the lake, about
twenty miles abofa Buffalos What he suffered end how he survived qoﬁe
can knoy, only those who have experieﬁced a similar qatastrophe.

I only ;emember that my mother cried incessently, and
ever end anon clasped my brother and myséif convulsively in her arms, till
three days paggad,fwhen he ceme: to us as one -from #he;dead.‘lséveral
reports of hils death had reached us, some by pe?sohs who had seen his
frozen bodyy Whether some persons had rg,élly p:e‘;-i'%he;‘a_a;ad “beon mistaken

A

for him, or the reports were whodly false, I do»nop know, but the former

is probable,.

From Cattaraugus to my father's pleace in the same town was
then two days' travel, though on an air line_not six,miles, The route
was by Sheriden Genter and Forestville,

I attended school the following summer where the most
| | ‘
! ‘ 4 _
moderate qualifications for taaching weré satisfacfory: There were but

two seholdrs who knew the alphabet, and none who sbelged "easy words of
two syllebles." | i _
o U
From this time until I was twelye years old I attended
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district school more or less every -year, but the terms were‘
usually short, the teachers inexperieneeéﬂénd ili qualified t0 teach
and my health such as to preclude attentlve study or steady attendance.

I estimate my attendance during the whole perlod as equal to sic months‘

EY V -
. -

steagy attendance;with health for study& -

-~

- RS
My ﬁarents haé good government. Their family ‘were raised“
without beating., I can remember being very slightly whipped by my
father twice and my mother once. My sig%er was raised Withoet evern
suffering chastisement eiphetjet"hqmelgm ;p;seggelf;andggy,brothe;fs

fortune ——---- - ]

“(Here the writing ends as if the writér had been disturbed; and never

aftervard had opportunity to resume the work),"

Y
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As he has said, his parents ceme into Hanover, Chaut-
auqua county, New York in -February 1316. They settled on a farm at
what 1s now known as Dennison's borners.d The Chautauqua County
records show that théy bought thls farm August 9 1819, from the
Hollanq Land Companx. The deed was regorde&loctopere294.1824 from
the Holland Land Coﬁgany to Clement Sﬁ£ang, his féther;fconvéytng
part of Lot 45! Township 6, Range 10 Hanover, boﬁ@@ed south by léndé
of Sampson Trask, west by Lot 53, north by line parallel to south line
of said lot 45, east by Lot 37 containing 100 acres, consideration
$356,00., Fifty acres of this farm are now (1929) owned and occupied
by Walter Tanner?8é§4acres by Ggérge Chesbr6 and 7.16 acres,oppositg
George Cheébro,owned”andfformipg part of the Elizabeth Denni;@n farﬁ;
On Pebruary 17, 1825 Clement Strang sold 7.16 acres of this farm
to Joseph Dennison for $35.29. On May 7, 1851 Clement $Frang and
Abigail, his wife, sold the remainingngz.aé‘acreé'to Bepjamiﬁ“Pearcﬁ
of Pompey, Onondaga county; New York for $l592:60é_ On May 17, 1831
Clement Streng took a deed from Willism Jones anévAnna,:his wife,
et Buffalo on 150 acres in Hanover, Township 6, Range 10, Sogfhwesft
part of Lot 53, considemation $1500.00. This farm is lbcated!near :
Keach's Corners and is the farm on Walnut creek fiats where he says
he lived the latter portion of his residence here.

‘His father and mother, -Clement ané Abiéai& Strang,
were two of the originsl twnnty-nlne Baptlsts who met on. November 151
1817 and signed the Govenant and Articles and’ formed the Second
Baptist Church of Hanover, now the First Bapﬁistxqgurch_or Forestville,
New York. His parenﬁs were active in local.-Baptist Church ci}cles and
work and the 1ist of members of the Béﬁtisxfchurcﬁ sho@s that he
joined the Second Baptist Church of Henover by baptism, The:Church‘"
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records show that he served as clerk of the .Church from Sépuember },

1832, to August 29, 1833. The records of the Chureh fromiits beginning

are in existence and in the possession of the Church officereé
(The history of the Baptist Church in Férestville, New York published

by Julius A, Parsons in 1872, erroneously give -the.-Strang - names .
The, neme is .also spelled"Strong

- Iv‘ BNt 1A ocnrf EXEIEEXAXE, j_n the

e i,

astStrong"®in the names of‘mempere;
Ca%taraugus County histories)

He attended Fredonia Acaﬂemy for a brief term, taughe
school in Forestville and was admitted ‘4o the bar when twenty-three "
and began the practice of lew in Mayville;, He removed to Ellington
and in 1838 was appointed post master in Ellington on the recommendation
of all the Jjudges of Chautaugque county , the e@i;or of*the.Meyville
Sentinel, end several other leading citizens, mehbers of that oolitipal
party of which the Sentinel was the organ; and held the office till he
left the place. in 1843, being near itwo years under an adminlstration,
the election of which hewggﬁiggm:opposed, endpwheg-very elight reasons
were sufficient to remove onme from office. jHe‘euited 8 newspaper,
The Randolph Herald, Randoiph, New fork .for ahout‘ggi two years. "
until about June 1, 1843, when he sold i% iﬁ auticipation_of<removingf
with his family for the West, which trip he starbed August 18, 1843,
During this time he also took the rostrum as aztemperauee lecturer.

Strang's wife was Mary Perce: Her brother resided at
Burlington, Racine county, Wisconsin, and it was at his solicltation
that Strang moved to Burlington in 1843, There he resumed the pracfice
of law, forming a perfnership with C. P; Barnes who later beceme
associated as a prEziimmax practitioner with Judge -Williem P, Lyon. :

‘ The following incident told by Judge Lydn» 11llustrates

the peculiar beént of Strang s mind{ "On one. occasion he brought suit

befare me (I was theén a justice of the peace) to recover the value of
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honey, which he claimed %o have been s tolen from his clientstapiary
by the thée®RLsh bees-oﬁ 1@3‘neighboragl,Whoever eanajof a lawsult

based on such gronnde""- Anﬂf yet Strang”oonldncted‘%eoase with great
shrewdness and made a most: plausible aggument. ﬁe'was continually ‘
bring?ﬁ% unexpected points 15'1a} ;ases, end usiJg arguments that - .
would have beeén thougﬁtof by no one else.‘ I think he like the T
notoriety that resulted fiom that sort "of’ thing."" SRR ‘
came to Burlington several intlnerant missionaries from the Mormon
Chu;oh at Neuvoo; Feeking proselytes. Their talk appealed with peculiar
fascination to the%temperament of Strang., He threw himself heart and
soul into the movenent. It was a fileld that afforded his peculiar
talents full play.; Before six months had expired, Stirang had,deﬁeloped
from an humble convert to the self-styled head ofitné church;' It was

in January, 1844, that his- zeal was kinﬁleﬂ: He visited Nauvoo; and' on
the 25th of Februa"ry was baptized by the Seer Joseph Smith into the -
communion of Latter-Day Saints. The: pxpk prophet conceived a :great regard
for the youngz%:i;; from Wisconsin and ‘but a-'week after baptism, March

3, 1844, when not quite thirty—one ye&ars. old,pstrang had been made an
elder with authority to plant e stake of Zion in the immediate neigh-
borhoodliof his-Wiscf:onsin home ;

Witn restless energy eand mapvelous success, Strang be%an'
his propaganda end|laid tﬁe foundation for the eity of Véfeei;“ﬁhat his '
idesas were can only be ooﬁjectured 1n_thenlight of his snbseénent dreem
of empire;’ Intensély ambitious for powef; versed in the arts that
enahle leadership of men, fired With religious ferfor, keenly . conscious .
of his ownaabiliti?s, the example of Joseph,Smith's suooess deubtless
inspired him with great ambitions. He saw in Smith an uneducated man who

frem the humblest origin became in the course of but a few years the

-unchallenged proph%t of many thousands of men and women. The possibil-

i . . -
i . . - P-4
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jties of his own future dazzled him. Events atb first conspired to bring

to immediate realizagion the dreams of  Strang.. -On June 6, 1844 the pro=-

phet and his brother Hyrum were riddled with bullets by a mob at Carthage,
¢n the State of Illinois. On whom should the mantle fell that the
martyred seer had worn? Many sought the successkon; but ohe‘ot then
possessed the energy or capacity’to messure wesbons feg-mefeithdn a‘briéf
period with the masterful cfaft of Brigham Young., That-one was Strsnga
That Young feared Sirang most is. attested by the bitterness with |

which in pamphlets and in Mormen newspapers Strang was assailed, while

the other pretenders were almost ignored as 1f unworthy of notice.

0f all the asphrents to Joseph Smith's mantle, Strang

and Brigham Young were the only ones who displayed any genuine qualities

of leadership.

Iswgitex Ludlow T. Hill, who knew Strang very well and who was very

much opposed to Strang and his followers, wrote of him; "Strang was in
many respects a remarka&giman. ngas small and spare, but as a sPeaker
he towered like a giant, He was one of the most fasoinating orators
imeginable, He wore a very heavy beard of reddish tinge; and his hair
was red, too. He bad dark eyes, that looked at one on oocasion as though
they could bore right through. There were set close together, under

wide projecting brows, from which rose & massive forehead, Add to this

a thinl hatchet face, and you have a grouping |of featﬁ;ss that .would
attract attention anywhere, 'His oretory was of the fervid; impassioned

sort that would carry his audience with him évery.timeé, His words came

out in a torrent; he could work himself into emotional spells at will
the sincerity of his words bsing attested by ﬁears when necessary to pro=

duce that effect, or by 1nfectious laughser ‘When his mood was marry.
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He had what is known as magnetism, tooy and could bo oge of the mog{
companionable of men. His iﬁflueqoe over piﬁ.rollowérs‘wa§ onbouﬂdqd. ;

He was certainly a man of unusuel talehtsﬁin‘mgn&‘geSpgots. ggg he-clrxo.ej.ion}_,g
to use them for good, he would haye left a greot imgre§§‘uponihi§ countgy;
When I was a young }ad Iﬁﬁeérq himzinﬁg.dgbato o;tnia gétholiclspeokey

in Elgin, I1l; It Was to hgve been & three days' debate, The priest
brought-up, a number of newspaper stories to confound his adversary.ﬂ‘ o

In reply, Strang confined himself entlrely to the Scrintures.N He so.
thoroughly discomfited his gdvo;gary in the-debate that the next %
evening the priest failed to appear, and the’judgeﬁ aWarQed the mqrdiot;

-

to Strang.” _

In the struggle that ensued between Brighem Young and James
Jesse Strang, the Tormer had all the advantage of an entrenched poé%tion.
He was one of the all powerful dounoilﬁoﬂ,Twolﬁa, and gt first fed the .
onmity of his ool;eagues‘towaQQS optsiﬁe.aspigqg@s oy-ingonuoogly¥sugge§tl‘
ing to each indivudually; hopes oﬁ‘peréongl éggiagd;gemont; It was'a i
shrewd scheme to first crush outside gopggants,ﬂgnd ‘then narrow down
rivalry at home by cajolery or intimidation till;ﬁis own elevation beacnme
possible, - ' .

Despite the hostility of the combined Council Of Twelve S
Strang made a vigorous and_roéoorcefuk campaign to securs the proohotio'
succession. E;seph Smith's Nauvoo followers had not recovered from- the.
shock of their 1eader 8 assassination before Strang was in their midst
exhorting them to follow him to thé city of promise in Wisconsin. He
exhibited a letter purporting to have“been,writtgn by the seer Just?before
his assassination, prophesying thet he- would sooh wear.Fthe double crown
of martyr end king in a héa?eﬁlvaorkdi"“gnd abbointing“ques'St;ang:qs$
his successors -

:?oe”Qounoil of‘Tﬁél%é*@Ede'a fﬁridusfonSIaﬁéhtjon‘%ho

pretentions of Strang; Qenounooo his ;oﬁter as_glfoggofy,~§nd thgeaﬁoné@
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with the thunders of +the Church all who wolild uphold the. pretender;,
Streng's pretensions were rejected, end with the usual formulas of the

to
Church ritual, he wes "given’ over/the buffetingsof: Satan"

a0 s

Streng was not so eeasily disposed of, however, Withfg -
body of recusant Mormons whom his remarkable powers of oratory had '
ettached to his cause, he returned.io Voree and began to bulld up his i
clty of refuge, prophesying that the Mormons would be drlven from Nauvoo
by the Lemenites and that then the words of Joseph would be .realized.
In every deta;l he carried out the polipy by which the seer Joseph #ad
appealed to his followers. He pretended to have revelations, These he
transcribed in imitation of écniptual language, teeming with vague
phrases upon which he plasded such interpretations as were needfu; to
carry out his immediate purposes. He 6rganizeq,his church on the pattern
prescribed by thesacred books of the Mormon;faith,ﬁw;th,q council of twelve
and quorums of elders and priests. Over éli of them he exercised supreme
authority. ILike Joseph, when schism ﬁhreatenednox'mufmué of discontent
came to his eaps, he would silence all oppqsition by means of a convenient

i

revelation.

The orowning achievement, end one which disturbed the
authorities at Nauvoo considerable waé the finding of buried plates
near the c¢ity of Voree. These he called the Plates of Lagban, The
cabalistic hieroglyphics ﬁhich he trgnscribed b& megns of the Urim and
Thammim (The Urim and Thummiin consisted, acqor@ipg}pothexstatemen?n
of Lucy Smith, mother og the prophet, of -two transparent-stones,” clear
as orystals, set in the two rims of a:bOWJ weréleléimeé by him to-be the
long lost Book of thé LeW of the Lord, admirﬁhf& sﬁppiementing thé-:
Book of Mormon which Joseph Smith had in like manner translated from the

plates dug out of the hill of Cumorah in the State of New York. .

@

None of these artlflces were orlginal with Strang.“Joseph

Smith had K employed them &ll. But thers Was_shrewd method. namher.thnn
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lack of originelity, in this imitation:  Doubtlsss Streng's purpose
was to verify his pretension that the prephetie:succeesion had devolved
upon himself. In no manner could he ha&e appealed mere fercibly to the )
regigious delusion entertained by the followers of Joseph Smith,
The twelve apostles whomﬁhe sent as missionaries to New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and elsewhere in the east encountered in o
bitter controversy the‘preeelypipg agents ofgﬁr;gpam_Yqung., His press at
Voree turned out thousands of pe@phiete;aiming'po show the hollow-spurious-
ness of the doctrines enunciated by Brighaem Young's followers. The
"Voree Herald"™ contained. as bitter tirades againsf them as did the Nauvoo
"Times and Seasons" against himself. He displayed tremendous energy
with tongue and peﬁ, and the reports oﬂ-eenferepces_lnthe,"Voree Hereld"
gave evidence of lt. The Liverpool paper published by the Mormons elso
asseiled Strang with great biltterness. These are -the headlines of an
article nearly four columns in length:
'SKETCEES OF NOTORIOUS CHARAETERS. )
Jemes T, Strang, Succeseor of Sidney Rigdon, Judas
Iscarlot, Cain & CO.y Envoy Extraordinary C
and Minister Plenipotentiary of His
Most Gracious Majasty, Lucifer
the Io, m.aSSi.sted by
his allied contemporary
advisers, John C: Bennett, -
Williem Smith, G. J. Adems end John
‘ E. Page, Secretaries of Legation. -
It must be admitted that in the numerous pemphlets which
he scattered_breadcase, and in his_newsﬁeper rejq;n@ere, Streng kept hie‘
temper much better than the Neuvoe disputents. In his pamphlef called
-
"Prophetis Controverpgy," lLe eércaetidally alludes to the "Saintly epirit?
that could inspire such fulminations as have been quoted- but his failure

to secure recoguition &t Nauvoo rankled deeply._

[P SR P,
¢
s
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The great eXodus of ﬁofﬁons.gcréég the Mfési$sippi and into
the wilderness of the West began early in February, 18464 :Lg_ng befére
this, howeveT, the knot had been tightéﬁingvéréundvtheidoomedﬁcity d%
Nauvoo. Every manis handlwas'upliﬂted*against,the“MQernS,.andiconflicts

frequently occurred:betwéen the Saints and their neighbobs ouﬁsidemtﬁe -
fold, Streng's prolificnpréés-at’vbfég'tuined oﬁtjthdﬁsandé of copies |
off what he turmed *the first pastoral letter of James, the' Prophet,."

It bore date of Decgembér 25 1845 and concluded’ in this wise: -

"Let not my call to you be in vain. The -destroyer has
gone forth amoné,you, and has prevailed. You are prepering to reéién
country and houses and lands tp him, .Many of you are -about to. leave the
haunts of civilization and of men fo go, into an unexplored wiiderneés
emong savages, and in trackless ¢9serts, té §aqkfg hone ih thei?ilds
where the footprint of the white man 1§ not found, The volgé of God |
has not ealled you %o tg}sf:'Hig pqqmigbﬂhgg‘got_gone before to preﬁare
e haebitation for you. Thé hearts of thejL&mépitpé an; gx:pot'turnéd
unto you, and they'will not regard you. ‘When the;he;dicomes; the éa%ages
shall pursues The cloud which sufrounds bf‘day shell bewilder, and the
pillar of fire by night shall con§ﬁme and reveal you to the destrojar.{

"Let the oppressed flee for safety unto Voree, and let
the gathering of the people be there. * ;‘; Lét}ﬁh% filth of Zion be
cleansed, and her garments ofpeacé put on. iéf ﬂaither .gun nor sword' be
lifted in defience, nor rest be taken upon arm. of flesh, and the city of
our God shall be saved, and the temple of Hig'hqlingss be;unpoluteg_by*the
hend of the Gentile.® ' ‘ .

_ By the exédué of~the,Bfighaﬁitéshaqrggg the Missigs}ppﬁ,
Strang's colony_at Voree alone remaiﬁed in the'norfhwest“ of the fhouéands

who had embraced the faitﬁ Of Jose§h48ﬁith. Sidney Rigdon hed led a:

small contingent into Pennsylvania' Lyman Wight a few followers to Texas-
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Smith a little remmant to a corner of.Iliinois; these were offshoots

thet came to naught. At Voree the numbers constantly ipqreeeee. Mi{ssion<
aries were sent to the east to seek eonv@rts; tﬁe_;fess turned_ouﬁ pampﬁ-
lets to be scattered broedcast. Regulaerly ;he,;Voﬁée:Eeraiﬁ" Was‘iseued
for distribution emong the faithful. Some internal digseﬁsions arose _
from. time to time, but Strang easily”d{éﬁosé@;of them,: Thé_m;gutes'of
one of the conferences note ﬁhat‘iorénzo Doﬁ’Hiekey_Was suspended by the
prophet Jemes: for "most grossly lying and elander upon Brother G. I;
Adems and Samuel G£aham, and neglecting his mission to.follow after 'the
diabolicel revelations of Increase McGee V&§'§Q§Qn;” At another
conferenoe;the apqetasy of John E. Page, president of the Twelve, %qs

the sub ject of comment, and eh;s resplutiopawas spread~upon the minutes:

"Resolved, Thet we deliver him_qug‘poﬁthe{b&ffe?ipés of
Setan until he iepent." ' _ ‘ -

In spite of oecesibgql beckslidipgs,_ﬁhg clty ef Voree
grew and flourished.,. The Saints at first “met in a grove,f‘es the con-'
Terence minutes state! but a4sp1§nded‘pempie was plapned; "In & letter
descriptive of the edifice, Geo. T Adems wrote August 27, 1849:

"The temple is going up steadily and constantly; and a-most
beautiful atrupfure it will be when finishee. It covers two and one-
sixth acres of ground, hax ﬁwe;fe towers, 'and the great hall 200 feet
square in the center. Theientire wélls«areﬁeiggt_f@eivthrbugh, the
floors and roofs are to be of marble, and when finishedlt will be the
grandest building in the world: The strong Tower of Zion is being erected
on the Hill of Promise, the walls xmxnkx of which are three ot four feet
thick, Which when«finished is for the carrying out of the order of Enoch ‘
in all 1its beauty and fullness," '

It soon became apparent to Strang that the: same conditions

which head driven the Mermons of Nauvoo to 8 trans—Mississippi wilderness,
k ‘ y
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would endanger the permaneney of his colony in the course of a few yeare.
For the growth of a Mormon cormuni ty isoletion ‘was essentihl, where .
Gentile influences controlled the vicinage, there. ‘the utter annihilationh
ofMormonism was but a question ot time. In his wanderings he -had oaught
glimpse fronm a vessel'e deck of thée natural beauty and seeming fruit-
fulness of a cluster of islands near the .door that divides the great =
inland seas of Huron and Michigan. Here W&S an ideal seat of power,
remote from' the obtrusiveness-of civil officers whose vigw of .laws .
might differ from his’ own- yet noyt so dietant from the 1ine of trevel as
to render profitable traffio impossibls, [The waters teemed wfth ) ’
excellent fish; the forests would ‘furnish &n abundance of most excellent
timber; the soil needed but to be ser&tched to yield in muitiglied plenty.

To this land of promise could be lead his Saints, and here would they

wax fat and strong.

If this was Strang's dream of an - empire, as subsequent
events indio&ted, the beginnings were igdeed humble., .He fixed on the
islands in Lake Michigan as a place for e Mormon commufiity in 1846,

On Msy 11, 1847, aceomeaﬂiéd by -four others_he errived<a¢w8eever Island ‘
%o explore 1% end, prepare for & settlement, Beaver Island is thirteen
miles long by six and one~-half miles wide confaihing‘ihirtye Tive
thousand two hundred nineteen acress This€1s1and 1s the iafgestfin

Lake Miohigen and one of the finest in:tﬁehéprlﬁ, Most of the island is
well adapted to agriculture and it produces all the crops usueli} culti-
vated in the neighboring states., It has all the advanteges of climate
which islends in broad, desep waters usually possess, less cold in wioter,
and less heat in summer end an exemption from extreme and sudden che@ges.
It is well watered, having seven lakes varyiné ﬂiom g quarter of a mfle

to two mlles in length and brooks without numberi The surface of. the

island is gently romling :and generally elevatéd frem forty t@ eiohty feet
above Leke Michigan., It is worthy of remark that _Strang and his four
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companions on their arrival at Beaver Island were so destitute of means
that they were obliged to sell their blankets toqpay their passage
on the little hooker thet landed fhem there and they'went ashére with
less then three days provisions and not one cent of money.k There Were
two trading houses on the island when they arrived there but they were N
not well received at these houses .so they went into the woods; made.a
camp of hemlock boughs and began a thorcugﬁ exploration of the isidﬁd,
living principally on leeks andibeeqh-dupsg . .  ' .
This persevefaﬁee,‘wﬁere:meﬁ'who would wérﬁ at all were
obtained with difficulty, soon got them:emﬁioyment = aigtbék of provisiohs
and the use of a boat. After making & most thorough eXploration of the
island and building a cabin, Strang with two of his companlons returned
to Voree. Two, Brown and Mills, remained and a;s the first Mormon

~

settled on Beaver Island. ]
In the course of that summer several femilies moved to the
island, but became dissatisfied with the prospects-and left, “At the -
setting in of winter the Mormon ﬁopuletion,chsieteg of five men and
their femilies, in all eighteen persons., E’few persons left for the
winter intending fto return in the spring: V?he fQ}lowing winter the
Mormon population had increased to s;xty-twe persons of whdm ;e?enteen
were men, The lands were brought into market in-1848. - At the lendleale
wae the Pirst positive demonstration ofmanzintention py the gthe; o
inhebitents ‘to-dispossess the liormons. “Every. obeﬁadle;;mqetij fraudulent,
was placed 1ln the way of" the Mbrmons acquirlng land, During"the sunmezr
of 1849 the Mormon emigration to Beaver Island was con31derable. It
was mostly of persons of the poorer class., In 1849 the Mormons commenced
building a house of worshif, since knoﬁn’as:the Tebernacle. During:the
same winter & debating school was instituted by the Mormons. |

The spring of 1850 brought a large. emigration of Mormons to Beaver: ,The.
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various missionaries returned, generall§ accompaniéd-Witg e goodly
number of followers. A large company came_@ownﬂfrom_Vq;ae; and the _
leading men of the church removed with their familieg}-;ntending @o
meke St. James,their villége end harbor, the permanent headduarters of
the church. It was not Tong before ° the Mormons bade rair o control

into
the island. They but believed that they had come X&F their own for this

'
was the revelation given’ untO'their~see; an@ureyg;gto?_;qu(bgfore t@eir
coming, To ‘appreciate the spirit animating-the Saints-in thus teking
posseskion, one must reali?é ‘the ?ér%or:of‘fhgiﬁ-fﬁiﬁh’iﬂ‘fhefréveldtioﬂ
of their seeri There were among {them gomg'whthadqip_miqd;me;e pelf, ‘
and plunder, but{the greaterihﬁmbér:we:e no doubt ipspired by their A
fenatic zeal., The law -of Moses was their law supplgmehtad by the doctrines
of Mormons and the vision of Strang: The Mormons manifested their
sense of ownership by giving new nemes to the pgysiqal,disjinctiOHSjof
Beaver Island.. The beﬁujiful lanﬁ-iogked'parbpr was called St. Tames/
A hill in %he interior wéceived the:bibliéal ﬁaﬁe of’Mouﬁt"Pisgaha Tﬁe%
river Jordan discharged into the lake the waters that poured into it from
the Sea of Galilee. .
“jﬁncountgrg:bétqeenMogpgns,gnd Genﬁi%eg beéamc fréqpent;
Up to this time the Mprmons were more sinned against than aggressoréav
‘Drunken fishermen invaded their homes, .and subjected the women to indignatie
debating clubs were attended by uhinvrted guests. whose boiéterous c;nduct
prevented procesdings. Men from old Miéhilimgck;ggc came in boats to rald
ouiiying farmhoqsqs. Families sent by the missionary elders were met ét
the whapf. - and told to return to the boat as all the Mormoms would soon

b

be driven away or killed.
- About” the year 1850 the Salnts began 40 retalidte in
earnest. Thelr numbers had =o increased that they could safely do so;;

The ambitions of Strang were about o, be realized. --He. had reorg&nfzed,

o
{
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his community of Saints..lThB Book -of the ier“ofithe:;ord, which he |
had translated from plates :dug out of the nill-atf@oree,uhad‘eQdeQ
another sacred book to the Mormon library, rankingﬂin the faith of
the Beaver Islanders with the Bible and-the. Béok‘of Mormdn;w"Wfitten
on metalllioc pletes long previous %o the hghix Babylonieh captivity,
as Strang explained to his credulomﬂ followers, Jthe Urim and Thummin
brought to him by an angel's handwhed enabled him to 1nterprete the
characters thereot; _Thus had he :esmhred to the chosen people “the.

sacred -
enclient manuseript dlong lost to the Téwish nation._ The ¥=rER® book

kept in the ark of the covenant and lost when the children of Israel
were hurried into ceptivity ceme back after all these centuries by

revelation given to Strang. L

v
&

The Beaver Island Mormons believed what he said,

The three brazen plates discovered on September )
13, 1845 were dug from the ‘ground near Voree frpmaunder_%n glq oak
tree in the presence of four wltneesee,,nho certif;ed;under oetn:
"the case (containing the record)~was found imbedded in indurated
olay, S50 closely fitted that it broke in taking out, and_ the earth
below the soil wes so hard -as to be dug with dlffioulty even with a
pick-axe. Over the case was found a flat stone, about one foot wide
each way end three inches thick, which eppeared_to~have undergone the
action of fire end fell in-pieces after a flew minutes exposure to the
air., The-digging eoxtended .into the—olayfebout e;ghteenf%nchee, there
belng two kindsof .earth of a different gcelor ang*appearance above 1%,
We examined as we dug all the-ﬁay with the ntmOSt care; énd we say;
with the utmost confidence, that no part.-of the earth through which
we dug exhibited any sign or indicatlon that it had been moved or

.
disturbed at any time previous. The root of the tree struck down on

every side very closely, axtencing below the case,‘end closely interwoven
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with roots from other trees, None of these had been broken or cug ;_
away . FrEREEN ) ? ﬁ
Strang says "that I holaaandfexerqige the gifts of ;
revelation and translation was wéll established in the. above transaction
as God had revealed to him that there- wasig Voree, buried in the ground
an ancient record which he was required to obtainnang.t;qnslate, apd(
that he took along four withesseSxaékiﬁg=tth to examine everything
relating to 1t most critically sthﬁey could ‘stand up as witnesses,

and then dig it up." _ ) o

Straﬁg subsequently éiscovered e;ghteen plates, nine
inches by seven and one half inches, the plates'éft%%béﬂefa;so Writﬁen
before the Babylonish captivity, which he translated and with the i
previous plates end nime sections of "direct revélation™ he made inté
the Book of the Law of the Lord. _ ' ‘

"The Galling of the King" was the caption of chapter XX
of the Book of the Law of the Lord, end therein -appear- these words as
the sixth section: He (God} hath eﬂosen His_servant‘fames to be King;
He hath made him His apostle t0 all nations: He hath- established Him
a Prophet above the Kings of the earth and appointed him King in Zion-i
By His voice did He call him, and He sent His angels unto him to ordgin
him," ‘ '

The Book of the Law of thé'Loyd contains minute rules
as to diet, sattire, personai habits, contructions dfidwq}lingg, walks
and roads, the care of forests, and éiﬁilar;ma?ters of domestic and b
municipal economy, conserﬁﬁyion of thewfqrests.was part of their rélggiona
The women were compalled to wearfbhbrt'skirﬁs and aﬁﬁle pantalets‘in'
bloomer costume, The prohibtory princlnal applied to tea, coffee, tobacco,

and liquor. Saturdey was observed &as Sunday and attendance at church,

apr

compulsory. Prostitution wasfthreatened with rigorous penalties but

polygamy was sanctlonedfalthough practlceiby not more then twenty families.
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The King had five wives - no other had more than three - and ;t was
necessary to show proof of abiifﬁy to. support & large family before

plurel merrisge was permitteéd.

i

On July 8, 1850 Jemes IésééwStragg_%aq crowned Xing,:
the coronation taking plgéé in the tabernacle, a building about -
elghty feet long, constructed of hewn logs, and but partly completed. h
&% the time of the coronétipq:l At_oq@ end was a platform, end towarﬁs
1t marched the processlion of éiﬁers,é@i;oﬁher q&éiu@s!jescofting the:

K?ng. First came the King, dressed in a robe of{bxightxredxgnd :
accompanied by his council, Then followed the tweiye eidefs, the seventy-
and the minor orders of the mintstry, or gquorunms, as they were calleﬁ. |
The people were permitted to occupy whét space remained in the tabernacle.
The chief ceremonials were performed by Ggorge A. Adems, pkes;dent df the
council of eldgrs.” Adams was a man of .imposing presence, Hé was ofer
six feet tall,and he towered qfef thé_sho;t-stéﬁﬁred,k&ng}‘W@o, pdw%ver;‘
made up in _intellect what he lacked in“framé; Adems haq:beeg‘an ac?or,
and hs sucéeed@d in meking the créwning of “the king a very imposihgj
ceremonys It ended by placing upon the -auburn-heed of ﬁing Strang a crown
of metal, The crown was a plain circiét,‘with'a cluster qf‘étars Pro=-_
jecting in front. It was {u;y 8th, that this, ceremony occurred, and every
recurring 8th of July was known as the king's dey and was celebfated
as a holiday with many festivities. The entire population of the isiand
would gather et a place in the woods %0 go thrﬁggh_prasg;ipe@ gpr@ménials -
the hewers of Wood end drawers of weter. to make proper cheisance to t he
king. There were.burnt offering to bqéin witﬂ; The head*bf_eaph f@miiyh
brought a fowl, and a heifer was théréﬁpgn killeds - -Its body was @%§sected
without bresking a.boné. Afﬁeruthgsg ceremonials %hé;e was feaétiﬁg
and rejolicing ;- end the people da%ged;én the g;egnggg:@,_rKingfs ﬁay wes

the seme with the Islanders as th% Fourth of July is With uss®

L -
S
LN e
1 . . .
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King Straefig was now supreme on Beaver Island and bade
fair to soon control the entire groups of islands. *H;s-ppligyzﬁag to
foster the fisheries as a source of profit(to h;é‘épiqny. As;the
population of the i1sland multiplied and the .Mormons with-1it, the hatred
of the ffaders and fishermen on the opposite coest becaue more ;ntense.':;
The border feud became so bitter that the newspapersof Détroit,‘Cleveland,
Buffalo and New York devoted considerable space to its inoidents. Aé a
Tule, these ‘accounts represented the Mormons as a band:of pirates engaged
in plunder and erimes of ‘all kinds. The center of the hostile cemp was
at old Mackinac and here plens were made for discomforting ‘the -Moimons, -
It is difficult'at this day to judge how far the Gentiiqg were in tthe-
wrong and ;n how far the Mormons, Doubtless there was mﬁch wrong oﬂ‘bofh‘
sides, At any rate the articles in the press were veryugeﬁerally written
with & prejudiced mind egeinst the Mormons and wére biased and untrgthful.
A contemporary writer writing aebout Strang at the time of his coronation
said that he was a man of vigorous frame, light complexioned,  high ;
forshead, intelleétgql, fluent in speeﬁh;_sga#e-magﬁgpg,gnd very cogpaniﬁ
able, A mester of a fervid variety of oratory and. skilled in the‘aft
of appealing to the sensabilities of his hearers. ~That the faith of the
mass of his subjects in his supernaturel powers wes implicit and hié
sway absolute. That the versatility of this king exceeded that of @any
potentates of wider realms and more duraple»fama, that he was the e&itor
of a better newspaper than was published in any cémmyqity of a few éhou#-
and inhabltents, that he was an %%}e%;fgentvgtﬁdegt in neturel history '
end his contributions are fqund»in_tge;pﬁbfacatiéﬁsAof_Sﬁithsonian :
Institute, Lite;ature was his choggn refuge from the veXations thaf_
proverbially disturb & érowned head; His office éas king included those
of apostle, prophet, seér, revelator and trenslator, He instifute@ the
tithing sgstem snd the fund cPeated pald the taxes, cared for the DoOF

and mat all rcanars]l evynansas. . Snhnnle Par the AhdilAaman wawae acteahld abhad
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and debating clubs for the adulkts. A well xgnipnﬂ printing office

"The Royal Presk",wae{openedfandza pager‘;ne‘gﬁér;hernvleiander published

weekly end after a time deily,

He reigned ‘as king for six yeare on Beaver Island

r

six yesars of etrife and conetant trouble with the neighbering Gentile ';fu

inhabitants and the staie and federal authorities. Looking over his “
ST

reign at—tie—bine, one. may Well infer that right or wrong)the public

K2V et 464{/'«

end the press and state and federal officlals- were4again i Strang and rhis

3

followers. - _

Streng and many -of nis followers were frequently arrestedx
on all sorts of unfounded bharges and in every case Strang and his :
followers came out vietorious and‘acquitfed. It was six years of constant
perseocution, “g b

In 1851”Strang wes elected as representatire‘frem his

-

X 1I‘DU}II&JJ II I l'l*'ﬂl-l" D. o0, ¥

L

x

Hie seat was. immediately contested

%

and on his trip to Detroit his kidnaoping was attempted. In the face of
the utmost prejudice against him in thie‘contest Mr, Strang defended
himself in person before the bar of the house and his defense was epoken

of in the press generally|as marked with great ability and an extraordinary
anount of legal learning and general information. Although the legal
opinions and prejudice Were both against him in the outset he maintained
his seat by a vote of 49 to ll, The effeet of these proeeedinge was. 7 )
to give Mr. Streng a high standing in the legislature and _among the public
men of ‘the etate._ He fully maintained that position through the session,
At his close hs had carried all the measures whiﬁh his diseriot, donsisting
o? twenty-six oountiee,asked and- was universally acknowledged to have

exerted more influence than any other rember, without having ever condes-

cended to anything short of the most‘open\and manly eﬂeerngsefne;znr€,

He served two, tefms in the Michggen Hous&.of Representativés with great
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honor and distinction,

Politiocs; then as now, was very much of a .gamble and ﬁhile
the downfall of Strang's empire ceme from domestic sedition and conspirady
the game of politics delgyed-its dovnfall., Thé'Goﬁe;nor'and Stete author-
ities were Democratic, and as the Mpfmon vote m;ght secure them in pdwqr,
were not very vigorous in their efforts %o ﬂringkgigggZand hig peoplé to
triel; end as the entire m&chinery of the county government could be -
and was in the hemds of the Mormons, there could be n0'1egal méans to pun-
ish their crimes, unless by an armed force, Ang so the_then‘Governor of
Michigen appealed to the President of the Unites Siates to furnish the
necessary &id in bringing.to an end the disorder, riots and crimes
of the Mormon people at the Beaver Islands, But President Fillmore
wag President by accident, and was then laying his plaqs;awhicp weré:fingg-
ly fully dewveloped in the Whig National Convention of 1852 at Balﬁimére}
to re-elect himself; ggd fully appreciating the1rgd%E@hatlﬁne<Mormoﬁs at -
Beaver Island might gf;e the casting vote at the next presidential
election against him, and in favor .of the Democratic -candidate, and
being a very cautious, old and calculating man; hesitated and*haé%ﬁé%W{
for a long time before he could bé inqueéd to lénd the power .and process
of the Unlted Smimx 8tatesto the arrest and conquest .of King &Emes the .
First of Beaver Islands, and his febeliious_andi;evoltiné,éubéégﬁé."Wéﬁ-
ster was then Secretary of State, and he too wag anxious and eagér fikeﬁ
all the other great men of the na?ionk to be thé partyfs cendidate for
the presidency; and he, too, saw and felt that jhe Morﬁon vote was worth
saving if it could be fone, and, therefore, the best policy would be to
let the Democratic State authorities reduce~to Sugjection their Démocraﬁic
Mormon brethren, and leave the Whig Pre51dential -candidate of 1852 %o
have the oredit, with Stran3 and hlS Christian brethren, of having

declined to intermeddle with so delicate & question.‘ Much red tape was cut,

- o . -

n
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many diplomeiic notes passe@, 1f We are creditably informed," be tween
the Secretary of State of xim Miohdgan, and the Godlike Secretary
of State of the United States as to’ whioh power should subdue this
handful of Momons in Mlchigan, but who, - small in mnmbers, might by . their}
700 votes control the nexs Presidential election dn the State. At that :
time theres was in the United States Senate & _young but brave and honest
outspoken men, who had dealt with Joseph .Snai th- and his Mormonxpeople in
Illinols - Stephen A. Dougles - a gallant, true and strajghtforward
Democrat, and who alwa§s~was a pet ‘and protege of Dgniel Webster :
because he was an honest, straightforward, ehivelric politician, and he
was celled into the counsels of the Whig administration by Fillmore, as,
he was in & more ftrying perlod bn 1861 by Lincoln, end then, as always,; .
his voice was for ﬁiﬁx on-anybody and’ everybody who resisted the consti-
tutedauthorities of the nation. Strengthened_bo the,pﬂvice of the brave
Douglas orders were at once issuedﬁthroug; thevhttoany_Generel to the‘
United States District Attorney -of Miehigan to oommesce begal roceedings
ageinst Strang and his confederates for offenses punishable in the Federal
courts, such as obstnuoting the mail,” delaying.the mail, cutting mall
bags, stealing timber frem the public lands, counterfeitipgAthe ooin of
the Unites Siates, passing qux‘oounterfeit_oqin;_etp%, all of whioh ,’
orimes there was evidence to convict thsm,iand of whioh they . had beenl
guilty. Simultaneously orders were 1ssued from the Naﬁy Depertgent to"
Capt., Bullis, of the U, .-S. naval steamship Michigan, to orOCeed to Detroit
fully armed and:equipped, and report there to the United States Marshal
for orders; to transport him .and his deputies and theiUniteé States
District Atterney to Mackinac and the Beaver Islands in order that all
processes issued by the district attorney from. the Federal courts could
be served with certainty,and thet Strang, no matter’ whst_his toroe, could
not resist capture, errest and trial in the eoﬁsts of oetrbit; wgérein

all United States procéss.must rssue(
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Strang ~ L _
rest of Skmzmy and about 100 of his followers was soon effected )
the ar * Wer Boat Michigan,its s

by the means of the United States/xx:;xxxnxwarlike e ;
strategy, and threats of hanging from the yard quu -The-prisqners

were all conveyed to Detroity where after a lengthy trialy they ceme
out absolutely victorious,gnd acquitfed of all -charges broﬁght against
them. ’

Strang's speech 1o the Jjury was very strongﬁ,gmli of bitterness and
drematic pointss He compared pimself to Qhri@tgihis prosecutors to k
the lawyers and Pherisees who persecuted Him, aizq really seemed to .
feel as he mede the jury feel,"that there ﬁas a divinity that did hedge

him as a king",and that he was persecuted for righteousness'sgke.

After serving two terns in the Michigen Legislature, in 1856 he wq;l
ExxkxwEked assass{nated by two of his‘rebel;;ous‘nﬁjaptg - Thqmas
Bedford emd Alexander Wentworth, Bedford had begn‘whippgd by order of
fhe King for some offende; he is said to have upheig his wife in
disregarding the mandate to wear bloamerg;_.Wep$wprth also had a
grievence, On June 15,1856, the War Boat Michigan x¥mammisxx speaméd
into the harbory and by invitation of the captainy King Stgangfgfoééeded
%o visit the vesselt's officers, A4s hd?ﬁag gbbqﬁ_to~stepfon the piei%
two pistol shots were fired from behind; both teking effect, He turned
and recognized the assassins as they fired again. As he sank to thp
ground they struck him over the face gnd head with the weapons; ran
aboard the steamer and gave theﬁselves-gpi They were taken to
Mackinacy where the murderers were received as h@ibesg They were ﬁé&eg
brought to triel. - | '

The wounds of Strang proved fatal, He called his elders to his death—bed,
geve them instructions for the government of his Mormon kingdom,ang as
a last request asked to be teken t0 tha city of refuge which he founded
in Wisconsin, There he was tenderly -taken care of by his wife of pre-

Mormon deysy until his déath July -9 1856
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The Kingdoy Pfell with him: .The Gentile invasion came soon after his

removal to Voree, The fishermen-came with torch to: destroy and with ax
to demolishi ‘The printing office was HE aggké@;Jtpg tabernacle was
reduced to ashés; the Maérmons Weﬁe Bxiled? and scattered to the four
points of the compassi Like that of the prophet Joseph;. the life of
the prophet Jamesended iﬁ a tragedy'and=the exiie and . disparaallof his '
. oemete i
peoples He lies in an ummarked . grave- in, Spring ixzize?rairielxnear .

i

Burilington, . Wﬁsconsin.

Strang
It 1s interesting to know tlat a biography of King Strmwioxuk will be

published soon afer New Years muxim- nexty py'MaM,Qggife;\Mgnaging“Editpt
! .

of the Mississippl Valley Historical Review and also Edifor of the

Burton Historlical Collsctions-in the ﬁeﬁroit’Pﬁblic}Librérﬁi Mri g

Quaife has been working

'.n.Ac,-;l:--;.r;:i.oc...'o‘l D .Il t. CRICX m‘{th Of the 'time for

S ETE =

the last fifteen years in éecuring materiar-for this work and has traced

i

out all available sources -of 1nformation 1n ‘that timeo ‘His work will

be written with an open mind and based entirely on faoto Almost every-,
to ‘
thing written/date *x about the King has bean mninixxincorraot 1nfozmation

and from a prejudiced and biased point of yiewc'chautauqua gounty-histprieSf

¥xwm have elways been strangely silent in ragard to himi_

Again I remind you to think of him as the coun‘hry ':'D.'.-'l:::lr.:c:v.ll.:-:l-‘.;'1.|r'u "

boy from.a‘farﬁ‘in _Henover wln became a King‘

and raler over thousands of people atS? and died when 45 years of age.

still a King. . : doRRRR KA

RV .





