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STEANBOATING Ul CHAUTAUWUA LAKL i

by John . Jones —

An Englishman in 1202 is credited witn making the first orac-
tical steamboat, but it was an American - Robert Fuiton - who
fitvea a ste amer on the Eudson River in 1807 with engines rmcate by
Boutton & Wetts, alter nis cesisens, and brought stecm naviention
for tune lirst time to comicrcisl success. !

Three years iater, Fulton cesigned a boat Ior service on tne
lowser kisslssinpil - built 1t =t rigc csbur»n anc nawed 1t the New
Orlesns, Late in 1igll, the vescel Lleft Plttcuurrn unacer ner own
power, end laver in lulk maae three profitzele rouna trirs tetween
Natcher, kiss., ono New Oriesns. Her Lop sueel UHILYerm wed SUL-
poses Lo De tixee wmiies gn nour; ustally she averagea fess then
two 1"iles, but ever taont wes 0 riuch better than any keelboat
soveres by human @uscle could co, thset it was considered little
short of miraculouvs,

At Rebert Fulton's dezth in 1815, the greatest speed attained
by stessboats on the Hucson wes under seven miles on hour. About
this tine nobert Livinamsten Stevens proauccd the Philaovelnhia with
a rate o1 eignt miics., From troen until 1lESZ, Stevens ¥ent zccel-
er:tine thne =vpeed till the horzthn Americon attained fifteen miles
nel nodr, walen wes real speed Tor those GQVS,OHU slow 25 tnat now
EUTMEerTSsS ., vinen comwered #1nn mowavte soeed lrom thie cowerful biesel
errire, btne rirscle ©i tre stes. enpine, roevolutionlizea trans orho-
ticn =nd tievel by Llane one weter - ‘gtter mankina nad derenced on
wing, current, or "w:cle turocuzn oil tne corliier o ¢o of trovel on
this esr i,
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destern. MNew Yors, witih tne onening of ‘the Erie censl in 1225,
00 on new lire ond become sttrsctive to settlierz 1rom the ea
n

Brzelbine's hocl, "The Eorlv History of the Towm of E)13
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ott"® - from whicn ~merv v1iters on esrlv nistoriesl eventsg in

arces tovn sTre quotine - we {ind related on nare 72:  "There was so
muen nerchandize und so wanv noueehold roots coming to and neseing
thr'MPh damertovn tnot In L4 Blishe Ailen conecluded t0 build

vihat wos then called s 'horse bost!."

]

s, one mi~nt ooy, & larcre gcow with o crdin onk one =ice
or pessenmers snd stables for elght horres on the other side,

re wers small nodcele wneels on elther side like o steambost.
crre wheel in tre center of the bort connected with the shaft
of te medale vheels Dy rearins Teis center wiheel wos nut b
mobion by fouz norscs, Ab tne rmocaes sn oar llke ftnose uoec on
rafte, Place #m. Cir enber 5 oar to steer, ent Gust
trhe rool to cowmwand,gno Ttvo or Laree stout bovs with ~zad
tne roroes go%ng,-nu yuu have Loe allsir complete., The Jneel to

vich the horses wero aitenea wes nalnbed red - woy, I 6o not mow,
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fer tnst wss the only palnt wosted on the bost.

The rorse beort ron semi-occasionrlly o yeerr; St may hove wace

& fevw trins tne second yeor., 1t then eove wav to Lne cen er
Linlk and gecwvs vath cotsas. The horse Lot wen o comnlete Foliure,
o Tour norces could whene it at thit wheel over on novr ¢t w
time: then trev were rernoved snou the other f'our nitched on, con-
tinuine n bols way ©0 the enc ¢ fThe trirn,

Tre dicterce iror Jenectown To Mayville wes never mede in
iess Tasn ten anarco, wit, tre waina Lgverable, and ot Iregeerntly
veok 2 weelr Lo mase 2 rouna tri-.  The wing aond the zcows - the
Miny uniaer tné comirnae of Cant. Cerpenter, tne rsimeteér scow
under Capt. Jacobs, another uncer Capt. Shaw - comreted os the
steemberts-Go novw, for the Irelpnt from Mazyville to Jamestovwn and
nec onlenty to do upr to 1&R2E.

In 1827, Alvin PLumb formed a comvany snu buvilt 2 steambost
for Cneubteugue LeKe anc, attacurh the 1irst, was one oi the
ctaurecnest ever on bthe lake, It wes bullt of the best white oalk,
by a ghig carpenter from Buffalo named Richsrds. The timber of
the 00sT wes s€lectec snd cut by Eliakim Garfield. The nlsanks
were sowed by tne vostbuixlders from togs which were rolled uwn on
cteging < tnct one of e sswyers coulo steno unoer 1itT.
ienerTCs workec sjoaly ct tiies Doat during the winter gnd had it

v for launcaing in toe tollcaing lay,
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The Llaunchung ¢i trnct bost wes a rrest dey lor the resicents

of Jameéuuhn ené vicinaty. The woole surrounding country assembled.
t hac been buvilt on land now occunied by the Erie R.EK., tracks,
south of the vresent Furniture Manufscturers' Buiiding on ¥West 2nd
Strcet, Jawestown, and wnen all wes reaQy s gun wes [ired and the
huge bost began to meve, casbin ena Ioremost, towere the cutlet.

As che touched the wester, o laooy of Jamesbtomm broke o bottle of
curront vine oveér ner bow cnd said, "I name thee Chautauque.”

Tne stecmbort wos moled un to wnere tne lending now 1s and
trere sneedily Linisned sna nainted. Puinegs\lemeLer socn errived
irﬂﬁ citisouren wita LQL nachinery, wvceompinicd by &n cnigilneer
MEC SLaIIlhg who nut it 1 nloce and was tae ensincer of tne
e_vbo'z tne i1t Lnu, 1 ftrenln, the scecond ye:rr, Al'ter 3toarring,

erter e C cntrpe oI Lne vagaine., Tne tonst ol dure £he .8 in
tiness for vorv. Cact, Jdobmy I. Wilson, zn olo L&éke zrie cao-
wiio vne tou commund ey, Ceérme OVel 1Trom Suger Grove vwioere ne
resided, anc she medte g tri- un inte thne lake wunc back., Lvery-
prding wgs pronouncea cerfect.  Thne rirst tri . to Keyville wos on
tne fellowing Fourti of Jury. 1L was ¢ great duy for Alvin Plumb
enc o, Iriencs.

[}

In 1805, a 1a8rger zna icster boot wss buslt under the super-
intendence of Cant. Georce w. heilliogg. This bout was colled the
Robert Falconer, and Kellogg commandec haer dvring the seuson of
lcoé, Cadt, Hili reni the Cnsultaucue 2s &an ovposition bozt. The
nerie ¢l this second bouet wss siterwercs chanced to williem H.
Seward, and £till later wws called tae Empire. B
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There vwere a few years when steambocting did not pay on
Chautauqua Lake., The first beoat was dismantled, bought by Jason
Pelimeter gnd othners, lozted - I think - with tanbark and run down
the river. In 1&84&, Capt. Stoneman built the Twins, which was
propelled the fiist yezr by horse power and afterwzrds by steam,

A bort czllec the hollam Vail was built in 1E81. She rzn one
season and burned st asr cock in the fail of 1682, Elther beiore
or after the E. Vai. g bost winich, atter builidins. was found gi-
most unseaworthy becsuse sne careened so baaly, was built by Mat
P, Bemus and others., She was called tne Weoter witch and afterward,
I think, the Lacy ¢i the Lake. She eitner sank or was burned at
Mayvilie.

In 1886, Cszrt. dames M. Gardner bullt a large steamboat at
Moyville, and »ut In the best machinery that nac ever been in any
bozv on the lgke. This boat was celled tne C. C. Dennis, after the
surerintendent of the Buflaslc & State Line Ry. She was 125 feet
long witn a width or beeam of 26 fect - & side-wheeler, equipped
with a condensing merine engine., Tnis was a very exrensive engine,
wnich nut Gardner deeply 1k debt , but he continued to run her with
sorie intermiscion up to tne close of the sezson of 1862, He then
removed the boiier snd engine to Warren, Pe., and placed them in
anotner boat, The hull of the poet was flosted to the west side
cf the outlet, just below tine Fairmount Avenue bridege, and there
allowed to rot acwn., It 1s now buried under tne front building of
the Jamestown Table Co.

Continuving Dr. Hazelt.ne's narretive: "Since the abandon-
ment of tae C. C. Dennis, scmething over 1torty steamboots, large
ena small, heve Deen vuilt on Chavtzuque Lake. We nov nave olow-
ing the weves of our beautifiul Chsutausua, nine or ten large,
staunch, firct-class steamboats, and of smaller ones a kost, and
business for them ali. Chautauqus with its lectures, its schools
eand 1ts cclleges, is cne of the institutions that hss come to stay.
It now casts the shedow of a giant, but it will never be less,

"Chauteuguae Lske witin its shores lined with megnificent
notels has become a noted watering place, and now a 'raiirosd is
being built along tne snores. Notwithstending tnis, the steam-
bodts will inerecse in number, size, and bezuty, until Chasutauqua
Lake will besr uncon her bosom a navy larger then any body of water
of its size in the worid,"

Let us not forget, this rosy summary was written in 1BLZ6 -
Pirtgy-five years ago - curing the zolder deys of steamboating and
tourist travel on our ame Lesutiful lake. It was written by a
crovhet who could not feresee the coming of the sutomoblle wnd the
girnlene, wanlch again revolutionized our necde of tronswortstion
anc trsovel, anc retirec the olaer and slower venicles to the scrap
ne: o,

Tne yeers have telen rezrful toll of thet once nrouva fleet of
lzke steamers, as it has tne lsipge ana bssutiiul summer notels at
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Lakewood, Greenhurst, Griffiths Point, Belleview, Berus Point,
Maple Serings, Point Chautaucua, and Mayville. No more shall we
see the goudy Cleveland Grays parsding at Lakewcod betvicen the
Kent Kousze ond the Steringwortn Inn, in thelir huge bearskins, on
a Suncay afternoon before admiring crowds. No more can we crowd
the stearers tor & "moonlisht ride" on summer evenines, listening
te tre muslc anc wstehing tne dancing on the brosd decks., Mo,
fthese plezsures are gome 10rever.
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Continuing ocur 11 oI stecmboats, the next built was fthne un-
fortunazte Chautsugua No. 2 - built in 1&6o by James and #m. T.
Hovwell sno alired wilcocx at Nayville. S8he was a sice-wneeler with
npilot hnouse on the secona <eck, 120 feet long and a 17 foct Leam,

a wood-burner lilke =11 her nr&cece sors. She ren successiully for
several vesis end wee sold to Captain Jemes K. Murray. About 1870
she was inproved with a hurricane deck, an upner ceavin, and trim-
looking archew nog-iraries. On Mondsy, Aupust 14, 1871, the Chau-
Taugua leit Bemus Peoint bound for Mayviile witn thirty persons on
board. After peoseging bong Foint, she turnea anc heacdea for a

weeoe tanding in dniltney's Bay not far from the lower mouth of
Prenderpeest Creelr, Shortly after mooring at tne auch, ner voiler
bler uw anc ceusena tnedenth ol elght nercons - two ven and ¢ix
worren - and the sericus dajury of fifteen cthers, besices com-
yietely wreclkirm thne Doeto Trnls cccurred at twenty minutes past
six o'clock in the eve . inn.  lany versions hsve been piven ac to
the cazuse of btnis acclcent, the woict boat acclcent in the alstory
of cur lelie,  'The exeoct Teoson, it krown, has never been published.
Cantein linrray later mecnone Cniel ol Police in Jemesto.m, and his
ruQcey rec Igce nlainly snoven the ‘effect of scaidin- sneﬂw 1 om

thet acceiocnt,

In 18623, Caot. Alired Wilcox of Mayviile broucht out "the
steert yawl wencerer," whicr —raved a vervinomular Litule bost fov
ei~-nt to t.elve persong, =nd aid service for about 2 Gozen years

In 1£67, tne old Bufialo & 0il Creek, or "Cross Cut" R.R.

o Corry to Brocton, wes canmoleted,wnlch cpened an irportant all-

il route to Chsutaugue frowm both directions. Twis faect nrompnted

ter Coloy to bulld a steambost in tast year called tue Pont Boy

i 't Mavville every morning on the arrival of trzins on the
ress Cut H.R. uad returning, lei't Jamestown =2t four n.m. Aflter a
rizz reer ol only two verloe - in the f'all of 128% - the Post

Sey went un in Ilames at “er acock In Jamestown, under thne name of
A

‘
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V. K, Trew.!

e steaner Jamestomm of Lilery made ner firct
(&Y

9, T k4
Jumestovn docik. Sne llad a screw promeror Was
th a becem of 20 feet, She was bullt ncear Bay View

by one Abe Rosen for Charles Zrown ana nay Scolield of Bewmus Point.
For s tiwe she oocr-ted in comnection with the Chautauqua as a
"Union Line," but afver the wrecking of that boat, she vecame the
only larse stesmer on Lie lake until the Co:, Philliiza yrag launched
in lg76. During that peridd sne changed ownersnip several times.
After Cant. 7. E. Grandin acouired her, in Ociober, 1874, she was
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drovm out on land, cut in two amidshins, snd a 56 foot section in-
sertece to increase her carrving capacity. Tris, however, dld not

w1 ove sotisiactory a&s the bool was inciired te roll, In the lMonday,
jioy 24, 1&v5, Lailyv Jouinal is tals iltem: "Rather = small crowd
texcursed! on the Jamestown yvesteraa; alrternoon, outv tavge who did
enjo-ca tn oxtreomely leszanb traio Lis soon ¢ coccinle thne bong

is to aave & new'waeel wnd = new rudder - two cunanges that are ex-
nectea to work 2 vast cnange in her szpeed and ma ﬁa,ement. Thev

will nrobably arrive the latter part of this week." On Cctober 2,
1875, this boat burned to the water's edge at her dock in Jamestown.

In 1875, the growing pooularity of the leke as a summer resort
induced ¥Wm,., H. Whitney ol Mayville to bulld a steamboat. She was
constructed at Arnold's Bav by Chas. C. Beclk, a Jamestown boat
builder, who designed and bullt meany of the bosats of his day. ©OShe
was & side-wneeler, similar to the Chautaucua in size and anpearance
- 120 feet long onc eguioved witn a2 90 h.p. boiler. She waos called
the Colonel Pniliins, During the {irst seacon, she operated with
2 single encine, nut a5 this proved inadenuate, two cylinders of
40 h.p. csch vere agded. A cobin 50 x 14 feet wos bullt on her uo-
per ceclt and the niiot ncuse weao elevatew to the hwiricsne oec’k,
Tnis toat achieved unusual aistinction by running e Centennisl ex-
cursion over tne lecke cnWew Ycoar's day, Saturdey, Januery 1, 1876,
leaving HMayville et 10:00 @om. with fully one hundred passengers.
Her firct ston wag at Fair Point, Cthen Bemus Point, sno tfinalily
Jamcstown where a io“ﬁc crowd hﬁ& cathered, She left Jamestown gt
4330 eng reacaeca Mowville vithout mlishap. rFaile for the round trio
was one dollar. after four seasons of active service, thne Col.
Phniliins burneG at ner dock in layville on November 19, 1876,

1874 wag the opening year of the Sunasasy School Assembly at
rair foint, now cairlea Chautaugua, and éuring bthat season the fol-
lowing new vecrsels aosnesrea, according to the records of the Com-
miasgioners of Naviesation:

Steamer C. J. depburn - built at kayviile - 56 ft. long
8 g. J. Hanour - a single decker - 757fLt. long

ettie Hooker - bullt by Fox & Lytle @at Mayville -
g ) o025 T't. lonp
" J. M., Burdick - built by J. . Burcick --52 i, long
Trars bont wes ceired the Wooglin at one time.)
Olivia - builtv by aepdurn, whirceside 3 PnLlllUS at kayv -
lenpth 50 f't. - leter called Dolphin
Nereus - built by varner & Harmond, Mayville - length 38 ft.
Lotus - built by W. P, Whiteside, Mayviile - length 30 ft,
Jennie Miller - built in New York City - brought to Chautauqua
by Dr, J. H. Vincent - length 30 ft.

i

In October, 1874, Jonn K. Derby of Jamestown launched the
Nettie Derby, which ne had built and nemec after his wife. It was
a smell flat-bottomed stern-wheeler, He alsc bu:lt the second
lalzesnere cottage 2t Lalkkewooa, ana thils steamer was his mode of

ravel un turough the cutlet and lake in the swwer time, ne had
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& boatnouse for thnis cteamer on the south side c¢f the outlet near
tne Sourague Streect bridge, facing the few remaining piles of the

fir=t aem built at the Rapids in 1811 by James Prendersast. Tnis
site 18 now occupied by the Municipal Electric Light plant. The

Nettie Derby was sold in 16%1l end transnmorted to Cassadaga Lake,

where she wes used for two seasons and tnen destroyed by fire.

in 175, Toliowing thne burnlng of the P, J. Wanour, Fred
Grii:itn - cne of ner owners - launched in Jamestown anotner
steamer, the K. A. Griliith. OSne was 96 feet long snd equiprec
vith tne boiler znc muchinery of the P. J. Hansur. In October of
the swne year her unrer #.rks wvere burned off by the [fire whicn
dectroyed the stearmer Jamestown, nesr «hich she wes moorsd. She
was rebullt during tne feilowing winter ana gavefiire ~{hers . vd be-
came o oart of the "Rec Stack' fleet, operated by the Caszutaucua
Lake Transit Compeny snd its szucces or° For s tirme she sailed
under the nane winona, 21l cf the vessels of the "Red Stack" fleet
nevinrg been recarastened witn Indian names.

In October, 1lu%2, ner ccbins were agfain turnea ol'f in tne
Tive wnlch derstroyeathe second Jumestovn. AVQ_ﬁ she was rebuilt
enG renameo City ol Erde. Thereasfter, she was sold and remodeled
for ¢ venicle ierry vo carry tesme between Lakegood and Greenhurst.
This verture proving unprofiitable, she agein changed hands and,
under the name John Raines, ‘was ooer ated as & floating licuor
saloon anc restzurant, Tris venture was also o Tal:iure, and shortly
ofternald sne vwas Growmantled and consisned te Tne stesmboat grove-
vard in tne e fiots below Celeron.

v

The Joslie Belle wos cullt in 175 by Goodrich & Carmebell of
Ticioute, ro. SBne ves Ho feeh lone and Med o cavin L1 x 20 Teet
in size.

1

As & youngster, the speaker nmingled witn the crowd at the old

raijroac Cenct con Wect Firct Screet, Jamestown, wnich sveited and

eircomec Gertl., U, . Grant - taen Presicent of 4ane Unitea States -
on ais mewmoralle vislt to Cnautaugua on aunuchk 14, le'Vb., The
President sna his polby ariived late - sbout midnifnt - =2nd were
trkdn by carriace to tne bostlianding whnere the little Josic Belle
gaily decoruated witn Ilsne, everpieens anc flowers, adcted asg the
pIEQlLe“tl'| yacht, ILscorted by the Nereus and OL1v1a carrying the
press remnlesentatives and ,10m1nent offlcials, the frip was made up
Tne cutlet ene La%e to the Assembly crounds.

The Chnautsuqua msnarement had expecited a s~eech from the Pres-
igent wioen ne wos ¢xnlbiten the next day to thne crowds thot had
ratnered, out ne merely boued 1a acimoviledgment of tne preat on-
slouse ana <alc notaineg, Thot aiternoon the Nereus cslried the
Precscentli=zl Psreov to tne tweclal btraln ot kavville,

£

~fver ¢o:ne Terrv scxvieco for sany ve~rs, the Joule Belle waos
selde To uhe Bgoitern wreurlap Company, wiich 2Z0d 1the stcote conitract

Tor dredrint the cublet in 18 5-1£%0, and thev rensmed her the
Anj33_§nau. She woeo veed. to tow the scows losCed vi+w el end

rootish to tae cunpins rr1ound in the bay above Celeron.
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AFper this corntraect wes firnished, the boat w=3 =sold to "Bob"
Sletuvon, whe uged it for fowlre borges losded with sond from Dewits-
ville Bay down to Jamestovn., Affer running it ewhile, the boet was
Hruled in on the west benk of the outlet, esst of the Art Metel
plant #l; the engine and other parts were removea ane the irsme
gestroyved by Jire. Thus ended the coreer of a boat thest had been
nonored ware then v cther on the leke,

In winter - 8 L rooos fhe orj cinel timber existed on fhe
nills around the is 9t nomloch lomr vwere cut ~nd hauled
out on tne ice opd nnLLt i PTo 151V6 rafts, surrounded by long boom
tirhbers chaivnew tcrether, These rafts, when sorinpg cane snd the
ice melted, vere to.ed DY Srmall ctesamers from the urper enc ol the
lolig Zowr Lo its month vhere they were cubt lcose cna niloved to
iloct alohg Lne onilel ‘lmL tihww current. The ler~c cteoners, com-
ing tntourn sbovt that time, often otruck tnese floatbing logs in
gvite of all mreccutions, vith results frequently detrimental to
the dignity of “thoce stznline con deck, The lors were owned and
bovnd for the sewmiils ci L. ©D. Werner and Joim T. Wilson in
Jamectovm,
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Tre Jemestown Lails Journsl of Monday, liny 24, 1875, had this
itér. ci acus:  '"Lete Seturcay nigshe the Nettie Fon was <ot into
the vater ond recorec alonm Sice ner vinarf, Tone vor! did not =rove
25 810 €5 haC bDeurn onitlel Gtea, anc oy the ol ol 2 windloss sine
wes sent flooting on vhe woter witr comnorctivels little ¢ifficulty.
Tae renaipder ol tre uori villi e {ininhed oo rneeoily o8 pogsidle,
ane tnen wve snell see enol ve carll see."

Tre Wettle Fo; wves built on delt bighth Street at the focot of
liony e Screeu for Cavpt. Rovert Jone:s ‘ana C. J. Fox, sna It oo
aamec ofter tne letter's couchter. It won the lorrest bost ever
built 1or cur lake. She 28 modelled srtcr the Ohio River boats -
170 feet long with a width or weom of 52 feet, having three decks,
s flct Dottom, wiace stern naddle wheel, and tnree rucders, oro-
pelled by two éengines wite cylinders 155 x 66 incnes. Her main
Geclt »ns 150 x 32 feet vith a cabin 60 x 21 feet. At the rezr of
the unter aeck was the lscies! cabin 50 x 21 lecty znd =2t the bow
vere rour staterooms, leaving an open deck spoce €0/x o0 feet in
between, For eightecn sezsong sne wes Cnautauﬂuf'ﬁ larsest and
Most Ismoue stéomer. The Nettle Fox ran only one ceasonm under th
nene.  In o786, it wes ourchased by 0, E. ("Sine") Jones and re-

neried the Jamertovm, the (ilvet steamer of taet nere naviag burnco
e recr vefore,

ct

Fr. ¢ONEE &llsd & sCCcona ‘cller end <tack, movine beothh to the
feciwaze wart of tre Lo t, end 215c accea a fourth decl waich
Creecly ifnciezoct her cerrying CuyaCitY. Af'ter opereting tine James-
town fer a Iew ccason;, L1, Jones sold her te the Chautaunua Lake
Trensit Cornwsny, 2nd che joined the "Red Stack" {'leet. with ner

grect length upo stern wheol, Iv was a aliricult tssk to steer her
nrough the short turns in the outlet, especially around the third
end, ana but Lwo pilovts - bob Grifiith and Steve Ferrin - were
CEp@blB of c¢eoing it. In October, 18%2, this bost was destroyed by
fire,

dcf(
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Although the nipn voint in demand for stecambont Iecilities
would seem to hzve been covered for a long time by the avmezrance
of tne N¥ettle Fox, nevertheless the bullding oi new boats contin-
ued for severel vears - meny of 'which rroved to ve failures.

The lMay Martin wus originally bullt with o stern wheel In
1875 by Dr. «. b. Haitin and Frank Steele. She wzg 65 feet long.
After the 1first sesson sae was rabullt «ith side-<heels by Caxt.
Charles 5. Peayne, the new owner. This boot was rotoriously slow,.
Cant. Payne hza 2 pet cdog end on one of the trins, it is relatec,
& leoy passengser asked, ”Fow 0ld is your dog, Captain?" "I don't
know now," was the reply, "when we cstarted, he was two years ola.
The hay Maruln was aestroyed by fire on moxemoer 2, 1876.

The sice-wneel stezmer Mayville was pullt at Mayville by
Alfred wilcox in 1lt%e - length 1493 feet, licensed to carry 500
passengers. This was clsmantled after about ten ye.rs! service.

Weukepan a small lron speed launch, was brougnt from Pitts-
bpurgh in 1277 by Av M. kent. 1T was sola sno telken elsewhere gfter
a fev sensons.

W, B. Shattuc wes Bullt at dayville by Alfred Wilcox in 1172 -
lencth 100 feet - ana wos nurchased by tne "Red Stock" line snd
re~ocellea. At one time it was imown as tpe Minnehana - 1824 to
1ee% - an¢ later ss the City'of Pittsburgh., It wes dismentled in
1919 after forty years' service.

_ Mystery was built at Mayviile in 1279 by W. P, Whiteside -
length 40 fect.

In 1880, four boats were added to the Chsutaucua fleet as
follovis:

Aleska - built at Lakewood by Burrcughs Bros.; length 10535 ft.;
beam 22 ft.; at one time knovm a% City of Buffslo (the
first); burned Seontember 14, 13t6,

. Jd. A. Burcp - built at Philiips Mllls by Burroughs Bros.;

i length 150 ft.; beam 24 ft.; at one ulwme knovn as the

' Hiswatha; later re.odelled by the "Red Stzck" line

and called the City of Chicapgo; burned wihile on the
stocks at Ciifton November §, 1903.

Jd. F. Moulton - originslly a twin screw propeller built at
Meyville by Wegefarth Bros.; lengutn 122 {t.; beam 26
ft.; rebuilt in 125 with a single screw and renamed
Nightingale; later in 1889 called Mohawk; afterwards
tne City of New York; dismantlied in 1925 and burned
at Celeron for nectacular ourposes on August, 1926.

Columbia - built at Mayville by George J. Cornell; length 78
ft.; ot one time knovmn as Harley or Henry Harley;
nemed aliter the builder of Chautaugua bLake R.R,; later
cailed tne Vincent when remodelled; lieensed for 150

pecsensers; burned st Mayville dock after sboui a
tozer yeqlt of service.
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In l€tl, a small stcamer known as the Disnectch was built oy
Johnson & hoore - length 50 feet. It was later called Traviste
and sola to L. B. #arner wno used it &s & tug boat.

Cne of tne best knovn of the smaller stezriers was the Cornell,
a single decker, bullt at Mayville by George J. Cornell in 18852 -
lenrtn 77 feet, beﬂn 7 r'eet. For a long time she did regular pas-
senoer service over the lake, belng the first to aprvear each year
al'ter the ice went out and continuins until the lake closed agpa in.
She menaged slro Lo take tne earlier runs aheac of the larme bosts
anct sclicited both csssenper and freight business. Afte: many
vears of tivs service, she was D.ught by the "Red Stsck" line,re-
rivfelled Ly thren wna rentcmed layvilie, 1n Decewder, 1935, she was
nur cnased by Cant. K. J. Hiernaux ol Cherileroi, ta., NG dl wmantled
ner at Chautoucgua on June ¢, 1lUcE, alter sinking at the whar

In 1&6Z, tre Cincainnati - 102 feet long with a 25; foot de~m -
was lcunchec Ly Burrounhs bBros. ot Jamestoim, became z vart ol tae
"Peogmle's Line" or ".lack Stack! line, wao rencmed her CLL of

Cincinneti. The Cincinnsti nac a catbin on the second deck which
extenaea above tne rovl, with colored glass windows. On Aurust 6,
190&, this bost ran into a submerged svile at Chautaugua and was
nesr Ly sunk., She was the fastest of the large stesmers, continued
in service until it wes abandonec in 1926, then sold to a former
ennloyee ol tne corwany wiho'placed 1% in a sllp on the outlet be-
low CLifton anc usged er for ilving guarters, Tnis was totally
des=troyec by fire on the night oi February 15, 1958.

In 1&54, the Goldie - 45 feetilong - s full ccbin steam yacht,
Ut

wss droumnt frow huIiﬁLo by a Nr. Philiins of Davton, Ohio, ior
use ot nis cummer nomé in Lakewcod. After = few sersons it wins
sold to Mslcr Ztevens for a Lozt lervy: Lﬂtef it wags rold to beb
Slrthon and ugec g8 g lerry ane Lo bow Log IL WA CeITroven DV
tivre on Qctober 2o, Lluvs,

In 1£t5, the J. O. Lytle, & Llitile steam launch 44 fect long,
wgs louncned LY roroce fox, Mayville, Later it ‘was remodelled and
nar.eda 2. & K. for Bedell o HMischer., It burnec at Prendergast Point

tee Visitor was buillt by Sam Palmiter at -hayville and

ry snc towing scrvice - length 50 feet with deuble

n 1887, tne dycia, a small steam launch &l feet ion T, Was
buitt By George konroe “&nd licenseG to carry ififceen o ENngers
-

» wncother snell cremmer was launched in iHayvi
v, one ol cthe awners ol tne Gronc fowvel ot Poil
tauous. She wes B fect lens. Afver s few seasons at Po
cavcurs, rne catnred haes and 101 severol years was esmlo
ferry recivice ot btae lower enc of the lalte - llcensed to carry
tniity veocle. Tne latter owner wrs laior Stevens, srd the Toat
woe cailed che Tatel,
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In 1888, one of the fresl: vessels of her time ag 2 flat- )
bottomed stern wneel stesmer built ot Jamecstosm by Robert J. Cooper
for #. K. Vandersriit - 85 feet long with a beam of 15 feet, named
allacuipne. According to the Commissioners of Navimction records,
she vas eculpped with bho engines of dismancled May Mertin., This
novier clant waos said to be inadeguate and she wrs sccounted o I'oil-
ure. Under the nare Buckeve, she did scrvice about Chsutaugua for
gwo Or tnree secnons gnd tien wes pulled up on Irwin's Point and
aismantled. In 1901 she was iesurrected snd used in suction drecs-
ing above Lakewood and &t Beecawcod. Thnis was the last steamboat
on our lgke to use the larage wooden stern wheel for prooulsion, and
the ayviliite - built in 1276 - wszs the last Lo ase two enclosed
side-wheels. Thé cotrer bests, large ond smell, us stern screw
cropellers of mebal whych were invented aurine the Civil Wer period
by John Ekrigsson of Yonitor fame,.

)
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In 1£88, & small launch - the Alert - was built by Benjamin

Firmaen & George Monroe ot Jamestown - length SO feet.,

In 1890, the steam yacnt Ocgabsw - bullt in 188 by the Herre-
schoff WMrg. Co. at Brigtol, R. I., for a New Yorker - wzs purchased
for use ol tne ncew Greenhurst Hotel but she was out of her element
on Cnautauvaua Lake., Alfter three seasons, she was sold to Major
Stevens who changed her pouwer olant and otherwlse remcqelled her,
She wes firet called tne Greenhurst - later Chautsugua, kvelyn and
Louise after Maijor Stevens!' deugnters. In 1894, she was sold to
the "Red Stock™ line, who renamea ner Sheldon Hall. The bost was
Gismantled in 1215,

In 1890, the part steel ond pertowoon hulled steamer Buffalo
(2nd) wes built in Jameutowm by Burroushs Bros. and becsme part of
the "Black Stack" fleet until sbsorbed by the "Red Steck" line,
wno renamed her City of Buifglo. She was 100 fect long with a
beamr of 24 feet, licensed to carry 450 passengers. She wezs in ac-
tive service until 1926, then burned for spectecular purposes at
Celeron on September 2, 1929.

In 1691 were bullt the last two of the largeristeamboats.
The s$teel-hulled stezamer #. C, Rinearson, macde in Buifalo and
snipoved in sections, was launched at Jamestown by Burrougnh Bros.
It wes the only boat equipnwed that wey. This was a nzrt of the
“Black Stsck'" fleet until abeerbed by the "Red Stack" line, who
renmaed her City of Clevcland., In 183l, the ngmue wag chenved to
Citv of Jesmestown. Tais Dozt is still in use. Sne is 110 fest
Tong witii a peem of 21 feet,

Burrouphs Bros. consisted of Clarence and Ernest A. Burroughs.
An eastern New York man named Plerce desipgned all their boats -
the best on the lake,

1n 1291, the Robert M. Malvin - designed andé built at Mayville
by Robert J. Cooper for his son Henry H, Cooper, who later became
magoer of Jamestown and sheriff of Chautauqua County - was 90 feet
long by 13 feet, a two-decker licensed to carry 200 passengers.
After overating independently a few seasons, she was scld to the
"Red Stack" line wno removed the second deck cabin and pilot house,
mawing her a single cecker, and renamed her City of Rochester.

T+

It wes aismontled zbout 19186,
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Robert J. Cooner of liayville built most of the bouts produced
at the uvoer end of the lake. Capt. Alfred Wilcox,also of Mayville,
was connected with several of them. He afterward moved to James-

tovwm.

In 1894, the Chautaugua Steambost Company purchased three
smzll steamers that nad been 1n use at the World'a Fair in Cnicago
the yeor betfore. Tney vere renamed Greenhurst, Celeron, ané Chada-
koin, and used for short runs at the lowsr gnd upper ends of the
Take, The Greenhurst is now in Henry Ford's collection at Dearborn,
Michigan, The Celeron was dismantled, and the Chadakoin is still
in active service. This and the City of Jamestown are the only two
steamboats now lieift on the lake, winding up over one hundred years
of opubl:c service.

The onening of Chautauqua, and the many sumuer hotels, stimu-
lated the building of steamboabts auring the 1l870's beyond the needs
of traffic. Naturelly competition was keen. Season tickets were
soid at $5.00 but finglly went down to %$l1.00 to incresse pastronage.

The railroads brougnt many excursions to the lake, and Celeron,
iidway and other places of amusement were provided.

After the Chautauqua Leke Navigation Commisslon was created
in 1876, 1ts rules and inspections of boats did much te insure the
safety of steambozt patrons.

For several yecre wost of tne boats ran independently, but
ebout 1680 the "Lake Chautauqua Independent Line' was formed, con-
sisting of thne Alaska & J. F. Moultons Another combination formed
sbout then was called the "Chautauquea Lake Transit Co." - later
the "Chautauqua Steamboat Co." and finally, the "Chautauqusas Lake
Navigation Co." In 1881, Henry H arley, who built the first Chau-
taugua Lake Railway, took over The boats on a mortrare foreclosure.

On completion of tnls rallway in 1887, the cteamers of this
line nasced into coatrel of Boston men connectea with the railway,
but in 1681 the fleet weos resold by them to locsl ‘interests who at
the same time purchaced the FPeoplets Line or Black Stack fleet of
three steamers, Aiterward, the Marvin and Cornell were scdded,
thereby conscolicating all thne Larger bozsts on the lake under a
single management headed by the late A. N. Broadhead,who loved the
lake ard nis native citv as few men nave, Much »raise and tribute
should Ye given him for the excellent service always maintsined on
the v:rious transportation lines, even wnen only ilnmncial loss was
nis reward.

"In the evening by the moonlight" was never written on a fast
speeding automobile; neither was "I saw the boat go 'rcund the bend
- goodbye, my lover, goodbye" - those popular songs of long ago.

Is the present gener gt¢on missing sometiing? Afe we passing up the
pleosure and enioyment of a qulet, comfortable and easy home loving
lifegfor smeed and <till more Speed° Where does it met us? Have
we L”"Qed cternal iliving safety for "mess of pottaqe”” Think






