
STEAMBOATING ON CHAUTAUQUA lAKE

Paper by John F. Jones

for annual meeting of the

Chautauqua County Historical Society
Mayville, October 4, 1941

COPYRIGHT CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY W
ESTFIELD, NY 2012



,
c'

, "!-; l'

by John F'. Jones

An EnGlishman in 1202 is credited \"Iith r1akine, the first prac­
tical stenmboac, but ic ,vas, an A-TIJerican - Robert Fulton - who
fitc;eu a steamer o~\ t:J.e hudson River in 1807 wic;h enr;iYles !llc,de by
BouLton & Na~~s, 8i'ter his G6si~ns,and broush~ steJlfl n~viRntion

for tne first time to co~,crcial success.

Three yesTs l~lter, Fulton c.esip;nE'Ci 8. boat for service on tne
lO',\er 1',ississi!)pi - built, It 3t fil:csbursn 8nc. n8J"1ecl it the New
OrLe:ms. Late in lbLl, tile vE,~:'el .left Pittsl,urSh \UlO.el' her own
powel, a~ld 10.0e::- in lS1~~ maQe three pro1i"C801e round tl'i!~,s bt:t-,,·een
1~c::tch8~"., kiss., ~-Jn(l New Or16r:Ds. :-Ier top s'Jt;(,G 1)~).:T"l-e~·lT) VIC.S SU~..I-

pOSBC to be t~_reL l~iles an hour; us~ally she ~ver'8geQ less thaD
tHO ~-iles, but ever' "C.::lClt ·/J<.:E, ~o :juch bettEr tll~ln any keelboat
qo,..Gre(,~ by human :1,usc15 cOelld 00, thet it W8S considered little
short of l~iraculous.

At Robert Fulton's de~t~ in 1815, the ~r5~c;est speed attained
by stE;c~d]oats OYl che Hue.son vn s under sever! "liles on hour. About
this cine "obert Livin",.ton Stevens proclUccd the Phi.UlCIel:)hia ';Iith
G. y['~te or eignt TI'-Li CS. Prom "t::en until 12:':,2, Stevens kent ~)cccl­

er'L t.ir'r-,' ti16 ~:;;6ed till t~e 1IloY''Gh AmericDn a tts.i·:'1ed fifteEn milec:
~:,e] hOiJY .. wo:i C:-l 1',12:3 re[,l speec fo!; thOSe Ga~\:,s, but sJ.ov: 00 ttu.?.t now
t~-~T)e::_rs. './081-' CCIl:~)Ll"e(l ",'il~rl ,.O~<.-:·\ll;~ c()E:;EQ "LrOI-:l r;:-tE. '~O\iE:-;ri'ul 1JiE'~sel

6r'f-J:"'.e, trle :'i~2,ClE' C:L t-r'E: ::,tL[";,". 811p).nC, rcvolul:;j.OY',j zen trm:18 ' ortc­
til:-n E-"::(l "tl <.:vel by l~;:lo ~::-Ll. \',ctt:l - atter mankir.o rw.d 0I;jr)e~o.eQ on
\'/i~~G, CUll'(:;nt, or ,:uc;clc t~lr')ur-~::l c:.11 tfle en) l~er C- E~' of trovel on
th-L:' F'fl:rtll.

liest~rG Nev! Yur. r , ~lth tne o~eninc 01 the ErJe c2nnl in 1223,
too:: on nE.Y} lire ,~,::<.~ t)ec~':1'e cltt.r8c~ive to sett.lE"r: ~rorr: t~e E.c~st.

In .Gr. n;2e!tinel~ b0cl,,:, IlrChe E0rl~v History of the To\"m of' :2;]1.i­
cott ll - fr07(, whic:: ::0: ..:, '\ 1 i tnrs on cs.rJ v nistoY:i cDl ever,ts In
.J~'.T"'(~2to\\'n 52,rA q l l n t4rt r ' - \';A finej rA1GtecJ on 1ifApe 72,,: "There VJas so
much lj,E;r'cll:;~\d~ z~ unci so '.·;::,r1V [l()l18p.nnlO r~()n{js cominf?" to and pc~s~ing

t:C.rC"1.i:rl J2_me2to ....n ti1l,t in 10<:4 11ishe Ai.len conr:u)cled to build
vJhnr, VI':..'5 ther: c{~llF:C 8 'horSE, b08t I ~"

It ":lE" one !'1i~ht r:.;oy, n 18I'rre scov, with 0 cr,I)J..n on, one sj.0e
for }':'-;~8enr~er:: 8nd st3bJ e:=.: i'0Y bight horf:'es on the other side ~

There werh f:!1!.cd J, !);]Qcie wii.eels O{l e1 t:Jer E,i(~e 2.1~\6 ~~ 8te~1.l~~bo[1t.

f... ] rrr'e ','heel in 1"c.e r-enr,f~' of the bOf"lt. eonnecter~ ';::1. t1"' the :;;h8f't
01' t /18 :)8 Cl(-l j e \"heel~ b~" rG[;lrin~. fJll~is ('.ent(;l"' \','~-1E;e1 h'_f, ~')l!t 'i.Il

[lJotlnn by l'OlJT hnY'~~c.s. At Clle see:r'!1 ',"'e,:..; ~\n O"J:::- ] 11<0 tnC!.'·f.; l)~;eC on
:~E:.ft:::~ ~1~1CE, N;-]. Cf.:: c.:'~I-.(,;l' ~.t tl-lis 08r to ,steer.. [~n(~ Gust Allen on
t["1€ r{lol' to CO!YL1:'lnd.8~:o L:',',O or t:"lree St,OlJt boys \Jith ""f~O:: to kec:.>
t~E:' ~;~,r:~es r,oir,~;, ~·,nCl ~}\,'l.l Il<.(Ve tD~ 81i[-:LT' Gcrr"'plf-te. 1.1he :!neel to
';l~.... j ch thf; ~)()! ~,eE: \'/(:r ( n}tCllt..G rt<.:~) ()cll!lj~E.d reel - Vi,') J I 60 r10t i:no'.'l,
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rrhe ('opse be: t .r ~Jn [~f;rr!.i-OCC8.2j onr'11y c, ye;'Y; ~ t rn2,y "have: n'8de
~ fE~ tr~~s ~~c s€c0~d ye[:r. It tJ1en rr~v~ ~DV to Lhe fC~1oo~er

~,i:'.\; ,'.l:"1,{~ 2:CC'i';:' 1'ltr-: :C_'J!J:3. 'T~~IC :;"!or~e tJ,..·)[t ";;c':'~ :;, cO~1rlLte f::.... :Ltvre.
No io',1l" lWL':es c()uJ(1 :e (0 "n" :1.t at. th:t wl,eel oVer ~'n .e)Ocr [t "
ti~le: tn8n tr:8Y wcre rHloven ['nc, t)~e otl1f,r fOllr n:1 te-hed on, con­
tin~1nr- ~n t~i~ ~81 to th~ f'.le c: t~G tri~.•

rr:-:e dj~:t["rce lrc'," J[lI,C;.'tC\'·Tl tel j\lo.yvj] lc r}~lS never ~JGde in
les;) ""[,:l2.Y: t€n ~-~:-)}.. ::-';, \Tit_~ t:C'E ','il:1C; leVcr::ible, :?:rJ.(1 )1: lTeqv811tJ;!
'Cco1{ <? '."eEl: 'Co m;::~:,'(--: [J rOlHl[J tri~~. rrhe N~inl~ cnc} tl~l€ ceO'llS - tn.e
]\'iiDf. l)nner thE- con'U iFDCl 01 CR\lt. CcJrpenter, t(lf~ l)elmAtf'r :3COW
under Ce.pt. Jacobs, anooher unc.er Capt. She.w - con'~'eted c,s the
st(2~bO[tB do now, for t~e freight fro~ Mayville to Jamestown and
hed nlenty to do u': to 1828. '

In 1227, Alvin ?.llunb i ormec~ a corlt~)an:y anci bviJ t a ste2.rr.bo8t
for C(l£'\.lte.uquc'. L8ke 81'1.(', t::'..Ltl.-ICUCh the tjY'::3t, ',vas one of' the
ctaur',(:i,c,st ever on tilE" l,,:,e. It w,'s bullt of the best \"hite oal"
by ct s~l.i~) cc1rpentc.-r 1'1'orl1 Buff~1.1o I1alJecl Richards. rEhe t~n~bGr of
ohe oos~ WES selected ond cut by Eliakim Garfield. The planks
Here s~"J',;ecl by tIlE; bO-:-ltbu1.1Cierf, from 1..0r:s v:':lich ':J(~e 1'o11e6 up on
a Ct.~'Cl~lS ':.0 t __·L:.t one of tne sDviyers couJo st,-,nci untie] it.
Ricf1.::YCS Vi'Ol'lrE;Q sio'Y'l,;T :..:t ti-lit-' iJODt (l)ri.n,(; thE. i,l:,i~lter &nd h.?c it
:rt'::-'{l~> for 1811rlC:-L5nf! ~n l..-~E: !()110,nn;:: r'~DY.

li' he 18UncllJ nr: cf t::.c t bo~;t \:[-jS 8. [:rf.. L~'C uc'y for thE; resic' er!t8
of Jl::Jr"e;:;tov,ll f:ECl vlc:!ru.ty. Tl1e wnole surrolJ.ndtnB: CG1Jntry assembled.
It l1A~ been built on land now occupied by the Erie R.R. tracks,
south of the present F'ur~it'lre Manufacturers I Building on West 2nd
Street, Jamestov'YJ, and ~'liH/n all vn:s r<e8tly 8. gun \'iSS fir ed and the
hu§:e b02t bC'SE,D to move, cabin end foremost, to':isro the outlet.
As che to'-'ched the 1'12tel', 3 louy of James 1;0·.'!Yl brotre 0. bottle of
CUrl'[lnt \"ine over her bO'.i ::..'ncl said, "I name thee Cht.:rLltal1qua.1I

rr1l8 stec'lnbo<~t \','u8 :-".)18(: U!) to whel'e toe l~ncli::l.~~ now is and
t':-"'..l21 e Sf)eEcliJ.v ijlJ:LS;--I€O Br-lu 1~G.inted. Phineas Y311";leter soon errived
IT'011l! r-j ~ts-our~h \·:1"[[1 tne :fl8cl1iflerv, <..,ccOmDGnl'cd by eJn (:;~~r;,i:--teer
nEYieO St&rYins vl'ho [Jut i-c Jl l 0.Lcce ar:d \vn; t~le (:-rl~_in(-,cY' or tne
R"cE;.[1~'bo'-c tne J.il{t .,Du, 1 trl..:nl:, t~e ~ccono ye:;r. Aft.Er St:::~rrinr,

?21rt,etE:.r tHe.: cl1:::rft of tilE" G_lf,.l.ne. :r1["18 1:100 01' Jupe ~::~E,. -/1. s in
~'(~:::-cines~- ror '"or>-. eclet. JorJ'l I. lhllson, sn old LE,ke £:r_;e CE.:)­

t.L.in wl~o \1:',3 tu coml)~t,nd he-Y, (;2.1'18 OVel lrOr'2- Su~[:r Grove y,nere he
rl side6, a~G she n1s6e & tri' u~ into tbe 12~e bnc back. Evcry­
-Cili.::-~g ,':<:s pro:"1ounceo. ~:crfec-c. r.r:-le l':ir:~t tri I to rV~Elyville wos en
o(,e follo"':,ng FOllrtll of Ju:;'~. It ,,&.s " [.':l'86.t c.~,y for Alvln Plumb
21l C. ~I~: f'rienG~,.

In 18:55, a iGrger "mQ l"Gt8r bo~,t VI8~, bU;.lt undt.r the super­
i~t~nde~ce oi' CQ9t,. GC01~~ ~i. hel1osg. This bO~lt ~us c~lled tlle
Roo8rt Falconer, and KeJlof,p; cO~ll'1[\nded her durin": the seuson of
lc,;)G. - Cb)t. Hill Yel' t~he Cn.autauqua 8S fin OP[Jos:l.tion bos.t. The
n~~1e ci thi:3 eecond bOt!t W6S Sl't.crWeyos chan~ed to ~~ill]2m H.
Sevl2Io, and ~ till lEiter' ,,'(,'s called tIle E;r:pi.re.
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There \'Iere a few yeers l'lhen stea)11bo~tini: did not pay on
Chautauqua Lake. The fil'st bOfit waS dismanoled, bought by Jason
Pal.meter and oU,ers, 10aued - I think - with tcmbark and run down
the river. In 1848, Capt. Stoneman built the Twins, which was
propelled the fil at yecll' by horse power and afterwE.rds by ste8m.

A bo~t C2l~ec the hallam Vail was built in 1851. She ren one
eea20n and burned at l1br' dock in the fall of 1852. EIther before
or after the E. Va i.!. a bOL,t wtd. ch, a1'ter buil,,) "."" .,.w~ fCJllnd 1'1­
mOc,t unseavlorthy because Sl1e careened so badly, vias built by Mat
P. Bemus and ot1';E,;rs. ShE; I'i8S called tl1e Weter 'Ni tch and afcerwar'd,
I thj_nk, the LaGY e1' thE;_ ~ake. She eitl'ter sank or Vias burned at
MayVille.

1:1 1856, C5;'o. J82"eE JY!. Gardner built a l8rge stea!'lboat at
II'IQyville, and :;ut In the bE;st machinery that ho.s ever been in any
bOEo on the lake. This boot ~es called tne C. C. Dennis, after the
superintendent of the Dufl ala I:.-: State Line HY. -She was 125 feet
lo;-:g Vii tn a width or boar] of 26 feet - a side-wheeler, equipped
with a condensing marine engine. This was a very eXGensive engine,
wnich ~ut Gardner deeply ~ debt, but he continued to run her with
sore inter!'lission up to tne close of the season pf 1862. He then
reJ110ved the boiler 8no ensine to Warren, Pa., and placed the~ in
another' bast. 'rhe hull of the boat was floated to the Ilest side
of the outlet, Just below the Fairmount Avenue bridge, and there
allo'l:ed to rot Clown. It is now buried under tbe front builciing of
the JamestOlIn 'I'able Co.

Contirll1ing Dr. Hazelt.Lne's narrGtive: "Since the abanclOn­
ment of tne C. C. Der.i~ls, sc:ncthino:, over I'orty s cer.l11iboc.ts, 12rr,e
ana s1il[lll, hevc been 'ouil t on ChHU tSUqU8 L8ke. 'de 1'101'. fiE.. ve ::;lo·..,\'-
ing the Vll'.ves of Ollr -beautiful Chsutaunua-, nine or ten lar~e,

st8uncrc, firr't-class stem,cboacs, and of' s1"laller ones a host, and
busi"ess for them &11. Chautauqua wi th its lectures, its schools
and its colleges, is one of the institutions tbat has come to stay.
It now casts tne shadow of 0. ~iBnt, but it will never be less.

"Chsut2.uqua Lake -"ith its shores lined with map:nif'icent
hot~ls has become a noted watering pl8ce, and now a railroad is
beiH£,: built a-long tL1e snor'es. NotwithstE-nding tnis, the steam­
bodts will inCrEoEtSe in number, size, and beauty, unti 1 Chautauqua
Lake vlill bear u,-,on !'leI' bosom a navy lEJrger then any body of' water
of its size in tbe world. II

Let us not for',:-et, thi s rosy sunu'lar,'T was Vlr-itten in 18::'6 ­
fifty-five ye8.T's ago - cur .l.ng tr1e /~~:older: ur:ys of 2tearnbo2.tine and.
to,Jr-isc trGvel on our'~ lJeauti1'ul lake. It ':n:,s \',Yicten by a
;:;ronhet who could not 1'or'8see the comino: of' the Eouto'llobile ~,nd the- - ~

e,ir,)la..YJe, \'IL1ic11 Cl,)~~,ln 1 evol.utionized our nede of trrms!Jortc:tion
sne tr~vel, an~ retiree the oloer and slower vehicles to the scrap
he<: ~) •

Tne yeGrs have t81cen 1 c;crful toll 01 th"1; once ~)rouci fleet of
ls.l{e steSJ11erS, as it; has "Cne IG1.e,e an-a. bee.utilul SUl1liner notels at
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Lakewood, Greenhurst, Grii'fi ths Point, Belleview, Ber.JUs Point,
Maple Sr,rinr,s, Point C:lSu"Cauqua, and Mayville. NO mOI'e shall we
~ee the ,':[,udy C:Leveland Greys peradinp, at Lakewood betriE-en the
Kent nou3e [,nd the Ster illi">Iorth Inn, in their h11p:e bearsl:ins, on
a SUEcay afternoon before ndmiring crovJds. No more cen we crowd
the s tep,rrer~ for G. 1I7~oonli:,ht r:i dell on SUW_r'flE::r E;venlnp"s, Listeni~?;

to t::e music ano VI"- "Cchinl': tne Cinncing on the br08d ci ecks. Ho,
these ole2sures are rrone iorever.

Contjnuint; OL~r .Li~t or steL'rnboE~ts, tte next built W~tS t:-li?- un­
fOl'tunate Chautauaua No.2 - built in lS6:" by Jar,1es ane: 'iVm. '1'.
Ho~ell an6 Ali~ed ~ilcGX ~t ~:ayville. She was a si6e-~heeler with
pilot house on the secona 6ec1c, 120 feet lone; fmd a 17 foot beam,
e wood-burner like &11 her predecessors. She reD successfully for
several ye21'''3 c:nd VJC8 ~old to Captain J2.T.1eS E. ~~urray. Aboll.t 1570
she was i:1T)I'oved 'v"" i tl1. 8 nUL ricGne cieek, an up:;er caoin, and tri111­
looking e.~ cheG. nog- inmes . On );[ond9y, Aup:us t 14, 1871, the Chau­
t.9-UOUo. left Demus roint o:Juno for Mayville VJitl~ tl1irty persons on
bOerc\, After pc::ssing Lona; roint, she turn eo ana heeaea for a
"Ieoe. 1[\2~61ng in iillitney's Bay not i'e.r from the lovler mouth of
.?rendu'!::c st Creev. Shor tly after Mooring at t;1e dccJc, her boiler
bIe:· UYj 2. DC: caUf::eG t;!lE- dec... th of eig~t pEY':-:ons - tV'IO 1,:e1': [',no fix

\iorr€Y1 - 8....Y).d thf, SeI'lUllS i_~jur;; of' fifteen ethers, besices co~­

pletcl~I \1rY'E-cl:irr: the bo:t. lrI,ls occurred at tv:cnty l11inut.es pfl... :=J"C
si:-: olcloc~ 1:1 tllc EVE:~_jnr:,. 1'/;011:1 vt)rsions h8ve been Ej'Jen ar~ to
the C;;tuse or t~i 8 ;lccluent, "Che \';01 f't bOE..t accic.ent in t~e Dj :;tory
of eu:' l.-::.l:r.::. li\'ne ex:,ct rE~1son, jt ]rr;()'v\'~, '.:"'.lflS neVEr beE.,n publ::"shed.
Ca:Jt2.in I,jurra:v l[lter 'oeC~::-~E; Cnie1' of' folice in J8rt",csto·..n, and b.is
ruc...cy rec Ieee :.JJ~I.i.Y11~! 3_'10';'1(;0 the 6i'iect of' sC31l~i"l-:' s"Ce~I" {l'on:
tb:::--c 2.c('i(~C:lt,.

In 1866, Cao;:;. Allr6d Wilcox of' j,layville bT'C'.w!1t out "th"
S1:ef,n \,,-,)';,'1 NDnc.erer,lI ','.Thie:"' .,.'· ... r,'rec1 ~ 'rpr..,/ noy)ular '::"Ltcle 0081; .(or
ei'::lt to t. cl,,-e ySY'sons, ~n.d. oid service for 8b"::-Jl.lt D. Gozen ye9.r~.

ln 11'06'1, tl1e old J:3uI'lo.lo CL Oil Creek, or "Cross Cut" R.R.
fro!;~ Corry to Br'octon, VI:..':) COllo10ted, Vdlich orcneG. an ilY.90rt8nt all­
Y8.i 1 ro·'t"CE: to Ch9..ut2cUqU2. fro::·,! both c.irections. T~j s fact ~)rom9ted

Peter C010Y to bUild 0. stoam1Joc,t ~n th:,t ,!ec,r callecl t;,e Post Bo'!
~7:-l;.C:; left 11!~~ivi'1 Le ever':r Yt1orninr: on t~e ~l'rival of' trc,i~so; "the
Cross Cut R.H. ::~11('t retur{~lnp:, lel't Jcune::tov:n et four p.m. After a
bri,:;;!' c~~reeI' of only t"lo ~!e.'-'l ~ - ~'::l the full of l(~b~-) - t~l.O Po:-t
00-.' ~ e~1t u-:'.) ill fl8.~nes DC ·H~r noe1,..:- In Ja:nestovvn, uncit=>r tiJe nap'10 of
II A". R. Irre~.J. II

In rc:y, lE69, tIle s-ce8.Yter Jo.westo··::n of l:.Llerv made ~er 1'ir~.. t
D.::.~·.'ef:~r',:-:nce ct s. Jumesto·,'D c.oc>,:.-S11e :l-au a--sc-re\v-p-ropellor, Vias
10l' feet lon[:' ';;1 t!:. a bCO~11 of 20 fept. She "/o.s built Dcar Bey Vievi
by o"e Abe Hose:c1 for Cho.rles l:3rovm anti rto.y Scofield of' tle",us Point.
?or L.. tllj,e she ol)(:r-: tee j.n co~ncction vllth the Chautauqua 8.S 0.

llUni'JD l..:ine,lI but after the 1,'JI'Gcking of' thc-:.t boat, she bec8..'"':l.8 the
anI y larp:E.' St8!=<:11er on tile lake until the Col.. Pl~il.!. ~"8S \"9.8 13.unched
in lb'lo. During that Del,16d sl'le changed ovmersj'111 several times.
Af"Cer Co.nt. T. ~. Grandin aCauired he~ in October: 1874, she was
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drD\"iYl out on 1811d, cut in 1:\'/0 amieJshir)s, and a 56 foot section in­
serton to illcre2se her carrvins c~paci"Cy. This, ho~ever, dId not
~lOVe ~ctisi~ctory G~ the boat V!~S i~cllr~ed to roll. In the J~onday,

ii;oy 24, lC::f/b, lJn.il,;,' Jcn..unal is t lls 1ter.l: "Ratl~.er 8. srl1alJ. CT'o\'ld

- 'excursGo I on t~'10 J2J1lc.stO\in YE,st8rQa~l 3.1'ternOoYl, OUt; CHose \,Iho cU.d
en,ia 'CCl ::.n oztl cnclY :lc~12ant i.~.(1t). t:.S 300n L'~ t:o:::il)lf; -cne oo;·t
is to nnVt, f:l nevI 'wDeel ttncl 8 1j("-;VI' rUd.der - tViO Cllanges that are ex­
pected. to \'/orl: 2. vast cnB.~ge in her speed sno. man.&p,ement. They
will 'H'obalJly allivEo thE; 1&tt8r part of this week." On October 2,
1875, th3s boc:.t burned to the ,;ater's edge at her dock in J8Jllestown.

In 187:5, i:;he growinG popularity of the lake as a SU,1l1ner resort
induced Wm. H. Whitney 01 !i12,yville to build a ste9.l'lboat. She was
cons"Cructecl at Arnold 1 s Day oy Chas. C. Beck, a Jamestown boat
bUilder, who desiGned and built :11any of the bOEts of 11is day. She
\'I:3.S a sicle-wheeler, similar to the ChautauQua in size and c?pearo.nce
- 12b feet lon~ ~nd equiopea with a 90 h.p. boiler. She was called
the Colonel Phil Li:Js. Durtng thE: i'ir~;t se3~,on, she ope:C2,ted with
2 si::glE- el'-:<;lne;--but as t i1js rroved inade0.U[lte, t\.o cylinders of
40 21.9. 02C:;' \101'0 3QdecJ. A c!'bjn 50 x 14 feet \I,'S built on heT' UD­
~er cee:: 2J1C thp. ~)i I.ot !'.clJ;;e -,:s.;~ elevs.teQ to the hUl ric~ne aee>;:.
This boat achieved unusual clistLlction by nmninp, a Centennial ex­
cu!'sian over tne lr.'{c on NeVI Ycn.r's day, So.turdo,'f, Jam18ry 1, 1576,
le9.vins r,jayville ct 10:;)0 a.m. ",it;l fully one hundred passengers.
Her r-irct ston W2.~ 8t l~lair Point, then Bemus }Joint, £Ina. finally
Jawc:-::to1v'lTI \~,here a l;::'l'pe cro1};d haCt .~Gthered. She left Ja.r::.esto\·[!1 a.t
l~:~() c.De ::.-caC~E-Cl Ms.-,rville \'itllout mishap. Fale for the round trip
was one dolInI'. Af-cer four seasons of active service, the Col.
Phil.LiDS burned u t h'Or ciock in l,layville on NOV6J11ber 19, Ib76.

1874 W2.0 the openins yeu' of' the Sun6.ay School Assembly at
2air roint, now ca.Lle6. Chautauqua, and ourine tr~t season the fol­
lowi~g new ve~sels B,;ocsrea, BccorGing "Co the records of the Com­
missioners of Nnvi~8tion:

Sf,earner C. J. i-lenburn - built at i,'ayville - ,56 ft. long
" Z. I. Hc!!lOUr -- a Si.n"i1e decker - rl 5 ft. lone;
11 Hectie Hooker - buil t by l<'ox & Lytle at !\;ayville -

, -- ---- 02'~ 1't. lone;
J. hi. Burc!ick - built by J. iii. 5ur6ic:k - 52 ft. long
Trl\1Ts bO'lt ':,as C8 LJ..ed the 'Noo£;lin e,t one tl~~e.) ­

Olivia - buil-c by nEo,Jburn, 'lI1"\j t;<:;si<Je& PhUlips at liIayville ­
length 50 ft. - later called Dolnhin

~ --'---
Nereus - built by -;Iarner (:: Bar,uilond, I,iayville - length 38 ft.
Lotus - built b'[ IV. P. Whiteside, Mayville - length 30 ft.
Jennie Miller - built in New York City - brought to Chautauqua

by Dr. J. H. Vincent - length 30 ft.

In October, 1874, John K. Derby of Jarnesto\',;n lalmched the
Net"Cie DEorby, whlch fie had built and namec. after his wife. It was
a small flst-bottomed stern-wheeler. He also bu~lt the second
la;:esno:!"e cottaPoe 2,t L8.'{ev:ooa, ana this stea:ner \'18.8 his mocie of
travel up throu,eh tl"le uutlet and lake in the SUYC;1er time. ne had.
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a boaonouse for oIllG scoamer on the SOlJ th side of the outlet near
tne Spra~ue Stre~t brid~e, facing the feV! remaining piles of che
first; o.am built at the Rapids in 1811 by James Prendergast. Tnj.s
si te Is novi OCCU9ieo. lJy tile Municipal Electric Lip;ht plant. The
Nettic Derby was solO. in 1891 Bnd transported to Cassadaga Lake,
where she ;/23 usee. for tvlO seasons and t'len destroyed by fire.

In 1 t:: rl 5 , fol.Lm:inp: tne burning of the P. J. )ianour, Fred
Grillitn - one of her ovmers - launched in JamestOV.11 anooher
steamer, the M. A. Griffith. Sne was 96 feet lonp; ano. equip~)eQ

v,i th oilE; boiler &:1Q m:Jchiner-y of the P. J. HaYlvur. II' October of
the su,'l1e yeo.r her U:lJ:;el ll.rks vlere burneo. off by ohe fire \lhlcn
det:troj(ec~ the stU(!l'l'ier JHi'lG:t.OWYl, netJr ,.il:1C~1 sh[~ "//28 11100r6d. 3110

was rebuilt during tfle folloT,ling '.'iinter anCl sr)llptive r'f'i-,(·.:"'" ··rd be­
co.r:e 0. pert of t~lC t1riec St;$c}r" fleet, opE:;r8.ted by the C~f1utauqua

LShl,.:, T1Dnsit COT'1pany ~,nd its successors. For 8 tine she ~ailer1

unfjer the nar.1e :~inon[l, 011 cf' the vessels of the "Hed StaCk" fleet
heviLS OeE::l-: recnrlste-nec. l,\·ir;n Indian names.

In October, Ib92, her ceDins were a~ain Lurnea of'! in t~l€

f'ire wni cn O€0"Cr(YE.Q the :iecond JG..ille~3tO\';n. Arrsln she v.'as rebuilt
s.nd renameci Ci t'l of Erie. Thereafter, she Vias fJold [lud r-e1Ylodeled
for c venl.clef'E;rry to -carry teams betwlct'n Lakhlooci and Greenhurst.
This ve,_tu.ie provInG unprofitable, she ecg"ln changed hano.s and,
uncier- the "ome John Ro.inE;s, Vlo.S operated as a floatin[ liquor
saloo~ Hnc_ rests.ur<:;n~This venture Vias also [. t'ai~~u) e, and shortly
s.ft:c:-, ',\810. S£10 \",2,8 ci.13'j'lnr,"C~Leci and cons-Lr.~ned "CC' "Ghc stesJT'tboat p:rov8­
yard in 1::1e 'l:UC~ i'l,-,ts bel 0',</ Celeron.

T;1E:. Josie----1.f1.LcloL:te, .r'c..
in SlZE:.

belle ri~lS -cuil t
Sl)-e~f'S ;:I,} feet

in 1275 by Goodrich ~ C~~pbell of
lon~ end ~86 D cnojn 11 x :0 fC6t

A;-, cl YOlm~ stcr, the 0I)eaker .rtin::::leci '~:i tl1 'che crovv'cJ ut the old
T'~iJro:':"to ce:io-c on ~~e~t Fir~,t StrE-8t, Jamesto\':n, '::hich CY·;b.ited a::.d
·:.elcomec GeI~l. U. :). Gl <:U1t - t,l.f:'n PrE,SiG.e~lt of tDe Unl ten States ­
on :1is TL1C;",oY'2.tle v:'slt co CI18.ut'luqua on AU;-;·~1.;~t l~, 1(.::,'10. 'l'he
?rl.::'Sicer_t onC"',. ~lis n~:l ty JT'l iVGd J.:.::...te - 2.bo1.<.t midrli{;nt - an{l ~;6re

-c,-Ecn by c"rri'lpe to tll(o bo~tlnrldi.ne; whel e the little Josie Belle
gaily decorated \'.Jitil. .llc'G:.E:, f-;Vf;lC~leens 8.l'..C' flo\'/('IS, o.ctbd G.~ the
Pr c,sluentiE.l yacht. J<:scortecl by the Nereus and Olivia carrying the
pres8 re)lLS~no~civE;S one ~romineYlt officials, the trip ~as made up
"C.ne 01.1 tlet <2nc; 1.o. 1\:8 to tl'lt; Assembly [.:r::.,;unds.

The Chaut;auC1.ur~ m::,na;~ernent had expected n ~J'''''eech f1'O).1 the Pres­
iOE..nt ,':Hen rie ',,"J3 eX{l.ib"i.. teet the next c18y to the cro',vd.s tj'lDt haG
;-~9-c!lc:-ed, -out ~le merely bO"i6C\ i.:! f.1.c:::-lo':i1enr-;ment of' r,he p-re,)t '?~l­

TJ1~.nl;:"e ~1.nCt <'nic. not-nin:;. Ir::-t~\t ct't0rnoon the l\€reu~~ C::tl'l icC! the
Pre~~C~ntj~l PSYCV to ~ne c'lleci~J tr~i!l ut k.81viJle.

_':.i'ter c: ()~n:, f'cfTV SLI vic( 1'(\1' '\Dn~\r ye -rs, t:le Jouj e i3e~ 1E 'fiC.S

scJ.CJ t",() -C,!;C Bo:--_tcl'll .!.Jr'el.Jr,jClf~ CO>ii)nnv, \,r~lich ~Ul(~ 1.,?1E; st~·t,c COl1t'[~,ct

fO" r""c'~""'- j"-(> ,""let "LY' 1" "i ]<090 "11(' t'flAV ~on0~le" her th- • '-'+ .... I ._. ~ ,-,_., ,~~ J _...... • _" \ ... ' '. - .'-' ,U.l ' '';, ~ \n.. <;1 , • \( 1.1. '.1.18

Annie Shaw. She V,:;r' l1~fr~'_ to to'1i'1 the SCOViS losfccl p ~ tj. '-"'J.ck 2.nd
r;-;-c;c,ishto tll€- vll")1r'iy~:, ,. 1 ';u:lrj in t:1.C bay 0"-)OV6 r;"leY'on.
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Af'cer this cm~troJ:t VI,~ fir.i:3hcd, ti-le boot VlC·S sold to "Bob"
Sl&t~\)n, ;'jhr; ....lc~C~ :it i'oJ tcw~iJ'r,: hf\rfcs loor1ec '.J~trl Gov:d troY:'!. Dewitt­
ville Bay OOVJl1 to JE,mGstcv;n. After r'unlIine; it 2wJlile, the b02 twas
h;_1~lJ(,(11l)} on the '."re~5t bt..1n1( of t:-le olltlet, e2.E:t 01' the Art MetEl
p1811t ~l; the e~Gin8 STIci nth0Y' T)CrtR ~ere Ie~oveo on0 thB fr~n'e

de~..,troyed b~I :::"ire. Thns e~ded the cnreer of 8.. baclt th~--,t had bE-en
nnnClj"f'(, yr,r)::te, th,~r:. ~,,~T cthpY' oy"\. -the lp~{E',.

In \'ji!)tf,r - ~,S .LO!",'~ ::-':: t::.e or:i;:,jnt)l ti'11bAr t;=,xisted on t,be
D~J l.'3 [lrnUna tl"1(, .lHirc: - l:;in(' r:;',"-; hC~l~l Gel' 10::; \',E..r(-: Cllt '"Dc1 hauled
OlJt 0", ti,e j ce ['PC) hll',_lt 5.pr;o l;,rrze r~dts, surr mmded by lonG boom
tird')sY's c118i1'18(1 tC:-C"l,[]8r. rrhesE. l'SftB, "Nhen s~rins C8T,:e !... ncl tIle
ice !"":el tea, \',el e to,',ee by E',['1B.Ll ~ te[tr.~8r~~ 1'1'0:::1 t~1e lJ~-r:e;'" enC of t>tC
l~~:c (:0'\·.rr~ t,r) ~t ~ r.:-olJ.th,rh(~r'e they 'i:er( cut lease Dnc nllo":,ed to
l'}o~t. <.1J.O.11:; t.:·"G \:ll~l:2.c\: '.Ijt'':l the currE-;nt. rr~'\c 12r'"':c ~:tt.'['l"l(;Y'f" corl-
ins th1"'(Jl.1L~1 ::bovt thct tlr:8, oft.en 8tr-uck -cnese f1oe:.tiilf 10f=-.5 in
8: it" of all :'If;c~t1tionE,,:'jth reGults frE-,quently cletrimentel to
tl-'f, di[!nity of tilo"e s k!lc~jn~' on deet. The lops \'ler'e oYlDed and
b01,:,d for thc sGVrr:,LlJ s of L. D. 'HarnE-r fond John '1'. \"Iilson in
IT 2-::-1 eft 0 \'/11 •

T:ne JL':,G:,tol,\'Yl D2,il,\' Journ2,1 of Mon('ay, J.rl8.Y 2'1, 18'70, h~cI this
i"L-cY" Gl tlt.::·,,[,: IILct.c S~?turc~8Y nll~_llL, the ~,Tettie }'o./. ",-/e:3 cot 2!1to
thE: \'f<.lter c,nd ~100reC' ')lo(l'~ :::2oe "1er "filArf'. TilE'; \'.or~: d.id l!l":t ....;rove
3,3 .lii2·0 [3 :'<.10 beur: :~qt.i('.) -,ute'o, BDQ b'( tf2.f: DJl 01' e ,:'.'1.nd1,:.')[;.'-,; fd1.6

"'ICS sent 1102til~[; on r;he ':'Jf:ter niV' cO"l1,~]rc,t~vel:t'l~t:tlc G!.f'fJculty.
Il\~lE, 18:,fl:lr1der' of ttc \:(:,1] \":\JJ. be 111'rL:-,hed c.c r::,ceoiJy ['S pOE'sible,
~n~ tne~ \'e &DELl see {,hut ~e ~~1[11 sec."

11>c !:\~ett,j.h Po~_ Yl:~S l;11-Ilt on 'l:e. t £J_ghth Street at tflG foot of
!.;or'ro(~ Street fOl' Cfl~YC. RoiH.:rt Jont..~, aLCt C. J. Fo:.;:, 8['.6 :-c \-<:'2

:12-;111:C: Dftcr [-,":.E lsttET 's c_[:u~:j-:teI'. It V:Di1 the lflrrf;st bO~Jt ever
built lor our lnks. She ',2S mcdelled after the Ohio River boats ­
1'/0 feet lonr-; 1;!i th a wirltl".. or -oeL'.m of ~;2 feet, ~18 ving thr'ee decks,
D fIst bOt.tO~;l, "wiioe stE:rn ~)c1ddle ',-lheel, 811d t~'1ree rlJdc~ers, 9rO­
pelled by two engines vitl1 cylinders l5i x 66 inches. Her main
dec], :,.[,-0 150 x :.>2 feet ':'i th a cabin 60 x 21 feet. At the rer.r of
the l.:-~;':er neck \·lL~S tIl€" If:c:icS 1 c8bin 50 x 21 feet, f,nd 2t the bo\,r
y,reTE' l'CrlJ2' f'tate:nooms, leaving an open declc spocc 60 x ;':;0 feet i:r.­
bet\\i0ED. For eif'~~~tel3n seGson~ sb€: i.l~~E: Ci18utauquD IS lar,~est and
:'lo~t ff~0U2 2tE'D~er. The Ne~tie Fox ran only one s€&son lwder t~et

",,:1('. In l~?6, it \']8S Durchesed bv o. E. ("Sine") Jonc;s aDCi re­
ncnecl thE' J8.!'lE:;tQV'Yl, -'Ch0 ~i1'ft ~~te8!fl.er 01' t_1.P,t n(-,;~e :r.l~Jv.l:"'r: -~\.l.rnc(,

t~1C' 7C, l' -l1ef 01 " •

h~r . .:JODeE: ~dcco !..-. scconc~ 80iJer c:-nd ':T.Hck, 111ovirlD" both to -Ghc
fCl'::c.:,".:.c. "0C""rt of' t,[,~E uo_t, encl 8.1so aQoeQ a 1\.:urt:n decl: \T[L!ch

[rcc'01y ';"JJc:..t:s.;::'ec... her Cc.rlY:.d18 ca~j8.city. Aft€r (lperf,tin8 -cl-:e J8.:'TI8S-
tala, i'er a f6-:: cE-~sonG, J,:1. Jone; "old her to tr,e C"autau'lua LeJ,e
T!-,cn"it COf.l~-}E,ny, ~ncJ slle ,jo~nc6 the "[(eo Stael," fleet ••'1ith her
gr'ect lensth CDC; stern \',11801, it: was a ClifI'icult tGS': to steer her
t\1rough the short turns 1" the outlet, esrecially around the third
be!'.d, and but Lwo pilots - Sob Griffith and Steve Ferrin - were
c2_p"ble of Going it. In October, 1892, this bODt was destroyed by
fill) .
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Although the h)Cn ~oint in dernunri for stccn,bout f~cilities

~ould seem to heve beEn covered for a long ti~e by the 8p~E2r8nce

of tOE Hettie 1"0)" nevertheless the bui1cling of ne'" boets contin­
ueo. for severel ye~l.r'9 - m81l.Y of '\"Jhich rr0ved to be f[lilures.

The May Mortin BUB oli~inally built with 0 stern wheel in
~ ---- '

le."I,5 by Dr. Ii. b. Mal tin and F'r8J'l){ Stet·le. She ''':0:8 6G feet lon!".
After the iiI'S~ SEsson she ~Of Y0blJilt ~ith side-,~~e61s by Ca~t.

Charle~ S. Peyne, -ehe neVi owner. This boot W>:\8 notoriously ~low.

Capt. Payne h&.o a pet oog s..l'ld on one of the tri;ls, it is r'elated,
0. lc:oy p6tSSen~er 8&ked, "HoY-.' 016 is your cog, Captain?'! "I don't
knOY! noVl," Vias tlle reply, "when \'Ie star'ted, he Has two yeur sold."

, 'fhe I\;ay Martin Vi&S oestroyed by fire on November 2, 1876.

The s5 Ge-wllee1 ste:o;mer MayVille was Duil t e,t !:layvill e by
Alfred l'li..! cox in If..'ie - 18nr:th 149" feet, licens,ec. to ce-rTy 500
passengers. This \',as c.i3P1antlecJ cJi'ter ab0ut ten ye,..,rs I service.

'1I2,ukep-ah, a sn;all irun speed launch, was broul',nt from Pi tts­
bur[h in 1277 by A. M. hent. It was sold Bno t8~8~ elsewhere after
a fer 1 sef.sons.

Y!-. £0 S~8.ttuc \'J8.S bu:ilt c.t ~;lo.~Tvi]le by Ali're6 Wilcox :in 1~79 ­
lensth 100 feet - c,nc; \"COS :)UrChDSec. by tne "Reo.. Stcock" line 8Y'..cl
r0'-,0"elloo. At one tjr)le it VIOS lcn OV\l I r:,s t!}e i\\in,lehaha - 18:-',4 to
lS2'i - an6 later 8S the City of PittsE~rl:..g..h. It ""2~ di~JY'p.ntled in
1919 ~f-e8r forty yesrs' service.

Jo:rystery W13S built 13t MayVille in 1879 by W. P. Whiteside ­
len['th 40 fee t.

In 1880, four boats were added to the Chautauqua fleet as
follor;s:

Al1ls1w - built at Lakewooo.. by Burroughs Br,os.; lenr;th 105i ft.;
beam 22 ft.; at one time ~:novm as Cit': of Buffalo (the
first); burn eo.. Se,)tember 14,1006.--

J. A. Burch - built at PhilJ..ips Mills by Bur'row;hs Bros.;
length 150 ft.; beam 24 ft.; at one ti:ne knovm as the
Hiawatha; lotel 1 e",odelled by -ehe "Red S'C8C){" line
and called the City of Chicago; burned while on tne
stoclcs at C..Lifton November 9, 1903.

J. F. Moulton - ori[in811] a twin screw propeller built at
M&y~ille by lIegefarth Bros.; leng-eh 1~2 ft.; beam 26
ft.; rebuilt in 1080 With a single screw uno.. ren8~ed

Niehtingale; later in 1889 called MohaWk; afterwards
tile City of New York; dismantled in 1925 and burned
at Celeron for spectacular ~urposes on August, 1926.

COllilllbia - built at ~ayville by George J. Cornell; length 78
ft.; at one time known as Harley or Henry Har~; ,
Db_'11ed after the builder of Chautauqua Lake R.R.; later
called the Vincent when remodelled; licensed for 150
p8c"en,;ers; burned et I'!!ayville doci, after G..ovut a
oozen yeal! of selvice.
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In 18",1, a small st0Sf,ler Imo\',TI [,S t~e Dis:18tch was built by
Johnson O. ~"oore - length 50 fe£t. It ·No.S lE,te2' called Trsvi8t2
and solo to :L. B. over'ner \'/::10 usec~ it 2S 2. tug boat.

One of erre best imol'ID of t11B smaller stec.ners was the Cornell,
a si.n(~le decker, built at Mayv:ille b,Y GeoI'ge J. Cornell in 18b2 ­
le;;,c::tI1 77 feet, be~"J'1 7 l'eft. For a long time she did regular pas­
sen~er service over the lake, being the first to appear each year
after thE; ice "ent nllt an r: continuinfT until thA lake closed o.p:nin.
She l11e.naged E 180 to t~l{e t:le ec:rlj 61' runs aheo.o of tlle J..el';.;e bosts
and sclicited both ,c:01s8en2'er and freil';ht businesf" Aft81 many
yerrs of' tic: s sGrvice, sile WitS b,.ught by the "Red StEck" line ,re­
r:j(lclel18c. 'D~l ti-':'8::-1 ~-nu r E;n~'rr:.ecl l.~ayville. In Decer;~bE:r, 1935, she WDS
0urcDas~d by Cort. R. J. HiGln2UX 01' C~prJeroi, PD., ~}!O diS~18~ltled

J:lcl"' Ht Cl13utcuoua on June S" 1~..:6, c:itel sinki~-!g D.t t~HS \'Jhr-:::'f.

T l' r ~ C' t' 1" P t 1 ' t' 25' P ._D co~, ~~e lnClnna 1 - 0~ Lee _on~ Wl n a J ~ Loot ~e~m -
';,as l~unchcci [1/ !3urrou:1hs Bros. ot Jame,sto-\in, bccc.P1e a ~")art. of t:le
IIPeo~)lels Li.ne ll or' " u l ac k Stac.k ll line, \"l~'10 rencn:cd her City of'
CincinnE~ti. Tl'le Cincin!18ti 11ao. a cabin on t.he second deck ',';'hich
exterHleo above tne rooi, "nth col02ed 1".lass ,,;lnclows. On AUf,ust 6,
1908, th~s bO[Jt rL~n inl,o a submerged spi1e at Chautauqua and Ylas
ne,rly sW'lk. Sh'" vms ti18 festest of the larl':e stermer's, contlnued
in service lL'1tiJ it '"',ciS abandoneo ln 1926, then sold to a former
e'nnloyee 01' tel€; cor:1)anY,llho placed it in a sllp on the outle b be­
101' Clifcon anG u~€;d :.e1 fOT 11 vine: q',wrtere. 'l'o.is was totally
de~troyec by fire on the night of February IS, 1939.

In IbS4, the Goldie - 45 feet long - 8 full cr.bin steam yac:lt,
YiG.S br0u:=:ht fron, Bllf'i:~lo by a Mr. PhilJiDs of D8"'Tto~, Ohio, lor
c.se o.t his ~UE12Tl6r norr:e in L8.ker1000. After [?, i'e:VI sef1 sons :i t 1:![~S

~old to Majer ~tevens f'or 3 bo~t ferry; 18t~r jt ~8S ~ol~ to 50b
:-:.l[ tton [J.Ylr, lJ~.:ec: f 2', 0 1 err ~r ~:rlcj to to';/ lo~s. Ii: Vln;, c:e::t.r:J;TcCl by
;~re OT: Oct.ober 2o, ll<S\,~.

In lU::5, tOG J. H. Lytle, &. little st£SJr\ lounch {~'c feet lon!:,
vn;,~, J..ouncrJbcl rJy f1c..'":r:1 ce ?ox, I,,'~8yville. LatE"r' it rdlS rE"~lodelled nnci
nnl_8d B. t }'. f'or BedcJl ~ F1isc}16r. It burned at Prendergast ~oint

in ib'~6.

In lScc, t(ee Visitor liaS built by Sam 1:'almiter' at bayville and
lJ.~eC! lor ferry e,l'lU t.o,;Tnr; ser vice - lenr:;tn 50 feet I'li tj-, dCllUble
enl}:lne.

Tn IC8? tne f~T6~0 ~_. '- , -- ~ ~~, -
bu~.!. t; by Georsc t!onroe and
~

~~rlall s team launch 01 feet lonG, 'N8.S

licen0e(~ to co.l'ry iii :.een nus::.:engers.

In lee/', .Ll!OthEl sn,['ll ;:r,c'~:-,:e~ VI'::S launched jn !':8~rv:l_Lle by
Een:I":i C. 1"1'7)', one 01 cr'le r,'''Jner~J of t;nf;. Gr:-~::-1c. nOvel ~t Point Chccu­
tauoue. S~e 'Iii.. s ,~~/( fe( t lon;-·. .LI~f'-cer 0 fe',I' seCl::;ons Ct t Point ChD1J­
cat.:\~u:-, ;!;(~ c~:C'~d~(;d 11~,11C)S L'..l"'~(; 101 c,cver111 yco.Yf, '....'as 81'l1~;loYl;cl in
fe:-1':: ~Cl Vlce c t b':" 10v:Gr scC:. of the l[:,:e - 11csnse6 to CG.Y'l')"

t.J1il t,\! i)eo.'le. rrDe latt.er O~\rn8r "Irs Fa,ioY' Stevsns. f~!'cl t"hr boat
':,'e: C :"1_~1 E;e' I~l:'t l' c1cel.
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1:1 1888, one of the fr'eal: vessels of her ti""~ ·.. ·'8 9 fl~t­

bottomed. stern rlileel ~'Geamer bU~.lt ::ct J2;,,:e~tolm by Robert J. Cooper
for .v. K. Vanderr:Tift - 85 feet 10n8 wi th a beaPl of 15 feet, named
!J.lla(1Uinna. According to the Commissioners of Navi.r,:ot~on records,
she \'3S eculpped wit}l th0 enGines of disnlan~lAd May Mortin. This
pO'/II.:.(' .:;~!..arlt l,'!QS saic. to oe inadeclu2~te and she \';['8 8Ccol.:.I11:.ed ::.. f~il­

ure. Under the nar;e Buckeve, she did service about Chautauqua for
tv:o 0:' tnree se, "ons ancftl'len "'L'~ pulled up 0"\ 1r':lin I s Point Find
dis:"l2,nclec.. In 1901 she '.,GS· 1 esurrected and useti in suction drec.p;­
ing above Lakewood and at Beecnwood. Tio.is was the lE-st stea;~boa.t­

on 0'..2::-; lal-:8 to use tl1e 10.1 q;e \';oooen stc~r~ v.'heel for ~)ro)ule~io:l, and
the 1/:i::.yvi.J..le - buj.l t in 1<'"':'76 - "'!e.s the l:~~t to ,lse L;\{O fJnclosed
E',ide-vJheels. ThE; ot:;er bc:_~ts, 13.Y'r.-:e ~r..c1 8;'12.11, u2ed stsrn sere,,":
:.ro::)ellcrs of r:~e to-I W!l] ell \'lel'e invented Qur °IJl5-" t~e Civil W2r period
by Jo1m 1ric~son of iioni tor f;l":1e.

In 1£88, a s~nll launch - the Alert - TIas built by Benjamin
Firma."1 & Georse Monroe at Jamestoon - length 30 feet.

1:--. 1890, the ["tean yncht Ossnb8w - builtin 1808 by the Herre­
schoff Mfg. Co. nt or-i,stol, R. r.., for a NeVI Yorl;er - \'I~.S purchased
for USE, of tDe now Greenhur-st Hotel but she ,laS out of her elePlont
on CIU1U tau'1ua Lake. After three seasons, she "8S sold to !VIaj or
Stev6ns who chanserJ. htJr pO'lier plant and oUlOrwise rc.:nooelled her.
She ',::?-s :['11 st callec~ the Greenhurst - later Chau..G_R.Jl..qua, 1velyn and
Louise ufter .'ajor Stevens' rJ.ellghters. In 1894, she WGS sold to
the ''Ked Stock" line, VI~O renamea her srlf;l~{)n Hall. The bo;;t "'I8S
dismru,tled in 1915.

In 1890, the p"r-t nt8el ['''lrl Dort wooo. hulled ste8..."1er- Buffalo
(2nd) wes iJuUt in Jame"tO'.!Tl by BUl'l'oUf);hs Bros. =cl bec,,,ne-:Tl-D'rTclf
the "Black Steck" fleet until .\b.'30rbE,cl by the "Red Stc.ck" line,
who renamed. her Cit '{ of Buf ralo. She wa~ 100 feet Ion" Vii th a

--"- - _. '
beaT of 24 feet, licensed to carry 450 passenger-s. She was in ac-
tive service until 1926, then burned for spectacular purposes at
Celeron on Septelilber 2, 1929.

In 1591 were built the last tlVO of the larGer stea."1bonts.
'rhe ~teel-l1Ulled stO?mer 'iI. C. Rineo.rson, macle in Buffalo and
sh1,)oecl in sections, Vias launched at JamE-storm by Burr'Ql.:tgil Bros.
It \':&S the only bOGt equipned that v:ay. This '.'IRS a "art of tile
"Bl9.ck Stsck" fleet until absorbed by the "Red Stack" li:te, who
r-e~:'1~·:ed her Ci t'..- of Clevcl:3.:nd. In 1931, the nar;ie ~J-;:;f: Ch211,-:ed to
Citv of J2111estol,n:-- T!lisboGt is "till in use. Sne is 110 feet
Ion!} \"~.l.t;la b~of 21 fr::et.

Burrou(,hs Bros. consisted of Clarence aYld Er~1e::·t A. Burrouf;hs.
JLYl eastern NeVI York m811 narled Pier'ce desir;ned all their boats ­
the best on the lake.

In lS91, the RobGrt ~. !VIal yin - designed and built at Mayville
by Roixrt J. Cooper for his son Henry. H. Cooper, who later became
mawor of J2JllestoVI)1 ano sheriff of Chautauqua COlmty - was 90 feet
long by 13 feet, a two-decker licensed to carry 200 passengers.
After operating independently 0. few seasons, she 0as sold to the
"Red Stack" line WilO r'emov(;d the second deck cabjn and pilot house,
::;ddng her' a s i;--'f1e c.cc~{er, Gnel r en<lmed her C~~ of Rochester.
Lt 1~2S aismDntled about ]916.
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Robert J. Coo!,er of l,iayville built most of the bOclts produced
at the UU,ler end of the lake. Capt. Alfred 'viilcox,also of Mayville,
was connected with several of chem. He afterl/tard moved to James­
tOY'!1.

In 1894, the Chautauqua Steamboat, Company purchased three
small steeu'11ers thtlt £lao be,en 1:1 use at cDe World's Fair in CDicago
the ye~r before. Tney "lere renaMed Greenhurst, Celer on, and Chada­
koin aDd used for short runs at the lov,er and upaer ends of the
19.ke:' The Greenhurst is now in Henry Ford's coliection at Dearborn,
Michigan. The Ce1eron was dismantled, and the Chadakoin is still
in active service. This and the City of Jamestown are the only two
steamboats now left on the lake. winding up over one hlmdred years
of oubljc service.

The opening of Chautauqua, and the many SWlliler hotels, stimu­
lated the building of steamboats during the 1870's beyond the needs
of craffic. Naturally conrpeti tion was keen. Season tickets were
sold at 'iP5.00 but finally Vlent down to \1>1.00 to increase patronap:e.

The railroads brougDt Many excursions to the lake, and Celeron,
I.lidvvay and ot~ne!' places of a.'11uscment V'iere prov:i-ded.

After the Chautauqua Lake Navigation Commiosion was created
in 1876, its rules and inspections of boats did muc~ to insure the
safety of steambo8.t patrons.

For several ye2rE l~OSt of tDe boats ran independently, but
about 1580 the "Lake Chautauqua Indeaendent Line" was formed, con­
sisting of tDe Alaska & J. P. Moulton. Another combination formed
about then was called the "Chautauqua Lake Transit Co." - later
the "Chautauqua Steamboat Co." and finally, the "Chautauqua Lake
Navigation Co." In 1881, Henry H arley, who built the first Chau­
tauqua Lake Railvlay, took over the boats on a '1'ortO"'\C'e foreclosure.

On completion of -e'nj s r3ilway in lEW?, the 2teamers of this
line ~nsced into c00trol of Boston men connected with the r211way,
but in 1591 the fleet was resold by them to local interests who at
the ,s",r,oe -eiPle purcha~ec. the Peop~ s Line or Black Steck fleet of
three steamers. Aft6r'V/ard, the Marvin ann Cornell I'!ere added,
thereby con801i,"[.t~ng all 1;1"1e larp;er bosts on the lake under a
single managePler.t headed by the late A. N. Broadhead,Vlho loved the
lake and his native cit'T as fel'! men have. Much ;Jraise and tl'ibute
should be r:i ven him :t or the excellent service a1':lays rla in tained on
-ehe v: rious tre.nsportation lines, even when only fi:-1ancial loss \'lax
nis rewe.rd.

"In -ehe eve:-1ing by the moonlight" Vias never ';Iritten on a fast
speeding automobile; neither VJas "I saw the boat go 'round the bend
- goodbye, my lover, gOOdbye" - those popular songs of 10n8 ago.
Is the present Gene:-ation missing sometlJi nG? Are we passing up the
pleosllre and en,ioy:"ent of [\ quiet, comforte.ble and easy home-loving
li1'e,.for speed ancl ct:,ll mor e speed? Where does it e:et us? Have
we crc.ded eternal livinF, "af'ety ror a "mess of pottage"? Tnink
on it!
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