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SILVHEAR CRUIRYH SARLY  vapiouil OAYS

Times change and with thom customs, manners, transportation, and
ways of 1ife., Lhole eras rise and fade forever, goneratiosns come andd
~o. The e btime peomingGly unovontial dalily lif'e becomes rocorded
history and the hnmaly storios ol yositeryoear pass In to the realm of
neroic legondg but how of't the scenhie, the natural bacly:;round of it all,
having lent itzel!l’ with supple :;race to esach periond's vnsairng needs,
enorsos in the end but 1ittle allered, 1ittle afi'ected by the trans-
iticngy 1t has endured and witnossed in clvilizations murch of progress.

Sach nmisht be srue of Silver Creek's Lake I'ront with its twin shale
o ints austere and apeloss strotchin: gul to sea, with its graceful bay
ever rooivin; the ninyled waters of Silver and Jalnut Creeks at tlielr
outlet. Mover was nature kiuder than whon she fashioned this natural
harbsur, The vacaticulstld and {isherman's paradise ol to lay, the busy,
important mart of vesteryear. BRarring the anclent tlmber whaose shade
once rose arn I'ell reflected dn the surface of Luuke Erie's witers,

e bt

the bay X4 hut little chawwed, its conteours nct st All, Ons rcalizes
the thrill that muat hae ouqged throwh the bLeling of 0Ol:veor Lee that
sanday in 1828 whon having: wallted CUeoow Lhe Cross Roads, lured »n by the -
aver chan.in. ashore 1ine heIPOJnd himsel?l on the Western: Puint, and there
Trom tho cliff saw spreading boflore hiiv a harbour created by uature more

perfect than e ineer c¢.nld concelve or heart desire.,
A ploneepr o llow iyiland, an early sottler 1in varsaw and later
an early =8RshARt at the Cross Road, thlas man of senterprlise irasped
wlth $ib quick business intultion tho rich possibilities of his discovery.
A man ol action, ha lost no time in purchasing rom John lHowurd, the filrst

fsermanant aer tlor, three huwidred and 'S0ty acres Ineclading: the lake [ront;

» i1} - v e .
movine his family termworarily to "Tho lowaprd louse’, tha [irot tavern,

: . e -
until a home cruld bLe bullt; erecting o brick structure for his store;
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n
andﬂaetting about to develop the harbour and make the most of Dame

Mature's lavish gift,

Beguiling thouch this ¢ift might be, tantaliesing and frus-
trating was it also., Tho smooth rock bottom of the lake proved an
obstacie not to e coped with 1lightly nor with speed., So uncompromising
wag thi{s ohstacle that to a lesser mind, it wculd have paassed as une
surmountable « but not to 0liver lLee, the cormerce-minded, not-to=be=
daunted younir pioneer of resourcefulness and, fortunately, capital,

No conceived the idea ol [nrning coribs, sc called, from timber, {illing
them with stone and sinkin- them as foundations for the wharf, Fantastloc
thowrh thls scunded, 1t proved to be both practlcal and workable,

’$th despatch, the experiment having proven satisfactory,
contracts were let or the dellvery of large numbers of square hewn
timbers, and [or the quarry!ng of unlimited amcunts of stone from the
cliff on the west shore.

Such a scene of fevered action as the lake {ront becumes
timbers being dellvered in ;reat numbers, ‘squads of mon preparing the
game by hand with their crude inmplements, the quarrying oing on to the
weat to the aound ol’ ringiin, sledge and falling roek] Tho guietest
spot in the locality suddenly teemed with stranye, new activity in
contrast to its custonary hushed solitude, that sollitude which wit-
negsed Mr, Tleaton, the first permanent mill owner, push off in his
Skow one Decertbert's day in 1815 with hils two Indian oarsmen, to row
to Burfalo to pay for hio mill machinery, never te return, beln;; washed
overboard by a high gust of windi That same silent port from which
hardy settlers in the earliest lays set forth on occasiunsg to row Lo
Canada for mech needed and otherwlise unattalnable suppliesy that little
haunted shore from whioh not Infrequently row boats set put for

Chadwick Ray (Dunlktirk, o crurse) or Dibble's Bay (Anzcla) to transact

business or to indulge n an !nterval of soceial intercourse, thouch
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there was little tirmo for 14sht 1iving in those rupgged days. Lake irile
from the tlme the Indians f'irst beached thelyr cancos silently on the
creekside was a comonly used highway by the 'irst settlers of Fayette,
that {irst 11ittle corrunity contersd about the first mill in the shade
of the glant walnut tree alove the brldge on upper Main Street of today.
Rowlng or driving on tho lcoe to 'ffalo or Dunkirk, aoéordiné t.: the
season, was the mnat direct routeo and the meat efficient; roads and
tralls were often Iimpassablo. Thils wag beflore tho_gzga wag known to
cralt, as such, and vessels bLearlng passen;ers and carygo. This was
the axtent of harbour 1i1fe at Fayette until 0liver Lee'!s dream began to
take c¢n reality and the waterfront began to hum with action, WwWith
Buf'falo the terminus of' tha Erie Canal and that city but thirty-five
mlles tc the “ast, Lee saw In Fayette'!s location and natural harbour
an opportunity rich with promise; he personally supervised the cone
strueticn of his wharf with unrenitting soal,

Every condlition i'avored the urogross of the undertaking.
Decenber {irs. brouiht good slelighing which was advanta;eous in the
axtreme [or hauling timber to the scene. Heavy and early ice formation
wag egually providential enabling men and teams to work in safety.

Thios lce formation was ol' paramcunt 1lnportance as the point eatablished
for the wharf was three hundred and ity faeet from the shore where
tho water was of aw'ficlent depth to float the lur;;est salling vessels
or steamboats of that :Jay. <Twelve or fifteen ox-tecams were employed
haulin: stone on the i1ce and with stoady patlonce dld they plod back and
forth over thinse throe hundred and [ifty leoet,

At no time wore there less than {1fty men enployed In framing
the cribs, putting them into position and in sinking them through the
lce, - a tricky Job at best, Verk contlinued uninterrupted until after

the mlddle of "arch :hon tho oar'y sloughling of ice goave warning that
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safety could no longer be insured, The work of necessity was ocompelled
te end, but what an achioverent]l In less than four, winter months
enouzh oribs wore bullt und sucgesal’ally sunk 22;:;gg:i.a hundred and
£ifty feet of pler running toward the shore with an ell portion of about
savonty=Cive feet on the outer end running down the lake toward the
“ast, This was little short of an herculean accomplishment and one %o
pay tribute to,certainly,What pride and gratilficaticn must have surged
through the veilna ol' Mr, Lee and his rugred employoes a&s they realized
thelr achisvement and what a measure of rellef, therc being no sericus
casuallos, The contest vith nature at 1ta ;evereat mast have been grinm
indeed, - of what fortltude were thase ploneers possessedl

™1ls whar! was thon oompletely planked over at a more leisurely
tempo, the race againat the season's hazards beliy: accomplished; and
althougzh a nerilous gap of twn hundred foet, approximately, yavmed
between it and the land with no comunication save that of row boat,
it was ready for buslness when apring transportation opened and though
but a token dock, business it aotunlly carrlied on.

The very flrst season the steamboat "Plonser" which ran pegularly
between DBui'falo and Narcelona cormenced stopping experimontally and
lying ¢ver for awhlle at the harbour which wac now itnown us 511l ver
Creex, Freight, i 1t onuld he cdalled that, andtm passen;ers
began to appear and the "Ploneer” [found, to Hr. Lee's proud satisfaction,
that desplite the linltations, and tho hagards of communication between
wharf and shore, thers was sufflclent business tc warrant 1ts repeating
the experiment with tho result that before the season was too advanced,
the "Ploneer” oiuld be relied usen to dock in pasaing,

Ima: ine the sensation of those early inhabltants, f{armers and

woodsmen for the rost part, asz they stood on this very shore in awed,

oxcited knots watch'ng . lth broath susponded tho {irst vessel warped
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ain to the new, untried pler twe hundred fcet distant. Imagine,too,
the busysézg:z:ﬁia, sarerly plylng between dock and shore. Imagine the
Cantain and tho experienced lake seamen trying the timbers under foot,
inapecting the novelly suniken piles, and generally appralsing the
situation as thev congratulated Hr, Lee and acknowledie the greetings
of the welcoming proup waving and halleooing from the shore.

Theugh 8t111 in its feeblest infancy, this rudimentary wharf
marked the becinning of a newﬂapactacular ora for the socattered little
cormunity of Fayette, nhow S5ilver Creek) an era of l.ake cormerce, lake
travel and of direct intercourse wit» the outaside world, Without doubt
much ol the town's manufacturing success of later years and the present
day daetes back to that early and little primitive island wharf,

T™is {irst surmgor proved that Mr,Lee's aspiration was no idle
dream but a praotical business venture, ono deatined to great suoccess,
On the strength of thia promise work was resumed with the return of
vinter's slei-hing and 1ce formatlon, and was continued unremittingly
durlng the assvere winter months., It was a gratifyingly long, sovere
winter; the 1ce held well In tn apring, enabling the entire ocommunlca=
tion to be completed between the shore and wharf prover, Wwith the advent
of aprfng 1831, teams loaded with wood, lumber, farm products, potash
and other homely but necessary cormodities could be driven direct from
Jackson Street uninterrupted to the far end of the pler, the lading wharg’
wvhere they co:l1d be unloaded directly on to the waiting schooner, This
meant business in earnest, Sllver Creek was now ready and adequately
equipped to compete with the other.harbours for the lake trade, The
Tovn of "anover had an unlimited outlet for all it could produce,

It was soon apparent, howover, that to carry on Lake cormerce

full scele, one rmrere feature wes necessary, - & warehouse , no less,

True enourh the cormoditles crnuld now be loaded on to the boats direot,
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and in turn the vessels cargo could be unlcoaded on to the waiting teams,
but sailing vessels wers unpredictable, arriving when and how the wind
;;;ﬁitted and steamboats, though more reliable, were stlll whimsical as
to thelir arrivals and leave-takings. Whlle teamsters walted for days

in excited uncertainty with a dellnite good grace 1in the first glamour
of the earllest shippinzg summer, thls was bound te wane and turn to
disfavor with the passage of tims, espeéially if they had to watch their
commodities steadily detericrate under unfavorable weather conditions
while their fretting minds dwelt on the unattended chores at home, A
warehouse.was an abaolute, indlspensable necessity 1f the whaif was to
achleve b%jgfull value Yo the cormunity.

This building was erected that second summer at the land end,
approximately where the Fish and Game Club House now stands. There were
housed the goods and products for shipment and In turn those unloaded
from the 1nconmlng vessels, Thls accelerated business iIn a most astonish-
Ing measure: the geitl rs dellvered their commoditlies at will and made

thelr purchases_ or carried on theilr barter at their own conveniencs.

A
This warehouse became the center of a very busy commercial life. As
this activity increased, and as more ships docked and with more
dependéble frequency, the whole locallty gradually assumed a business
appearance. Several bulldings were erscted for family use as more men
were needed on the wharf and in the warehouse, two of which are still
standing to testify to the 1ifse that once was in those far-away shipping
days.

Jackson Street, already rentioned, had been laid out meantime
by Mr. Lee as an approach, a highway leadlng directly from Dunkirk Street
{now Yentral Avenue) on to thquharf. This street was literd 1y hewn

+ao-s

and blazed through a solld fremd of black walnut trees which were held

of 8o little value that they were burned as they were felled, the readiest
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means of disposal.

As the lakoe comorce incrensed there came a growing need for
acocorwdatlions., The wharf was a busy spot lndeed with lake travel be-
coming stoadily preflerable to stage coach, ox eart, or horsebaci, In
crnnsequonce the "Steamboat ‘iotel", 3o callod was Lulilt nearby and a
famous o0ld wnter-front hotel it becanme, wldely lmoun In the annals of
harbor 1ife, Faecing the lalte, a 1ittle way to the west of the club house
sti1ll stands a part of this historic building with 1:5::tﬁried walls,

Silver Creelt harbour became a thriving, flourishing‘hurt, indeed,
a famous lumber murket to which the Bast, New England in particular,
looked lor much of ita lumber. This cane novu {'rom Tanover alone, by any
means, but Sro the South-casat towns oi® tho County and ['rorm sortions of
cattaraw us Counby as well,

Shippin,; becume s8¢ extensive it vas not unusual for twe or three
of the lar-ost sized salling veussels o be 1lyin: ai the Silver Creek
pler at one time taking on cargoes of lunber or discharging heavy cargoes
of grain whiich came Ly the vessel load and was so necessary to the well-
being of every setitler. Purchasers came from unbel ievable dlstances
inland to procure grain from thia point, &lso thelr sugar and tea,
From as far inland as Cherry Creek and Randolph merchants came with thelr
teams to procure the stock {'or thelr .;eneral stores, f{rom - the lncoming
vetgsels,.

Fusiness steadlly incressed to such & point that the wharf was
no longer adequate for handliing the volume; an edditicn was an absoclute
necessity. From seventvy=t'ive tn o hundred feat {arthar out in the lake
another "L™ was built at tho end malting a slip whoro vessels could lie
in numbers which greatly tacilitated business, \

In 1833 or 34 throu h Mr, Loe's untirinétefforts the Government
wade appropriation for the eroction of a Reacon Li:ht at the furthermost

extrenity 2! tho pler, and the yoar Jollowing, reallizing the inoortance
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of this harbour and the bulk of shippin;; handled hers, a second appro=
priatlon was mude for the erecting of a Light House on the extromeo polnt
of the west ¢liff, Through the veara this has been known as "Light
House Folnt", TNoth li;hts were maintained by the Covernment for many
yoars, the 1light hcuse pagZZbeing abandoned until the advent of the
raliroad - the knell of harbour 1life,

“hat a astunning sirht it must hove preseonted, the harbour, on
a8 moonless night in the late 1R30's - tho noble sweep of bay with the
wharf stretching rfar cut inte the black water [ive hundred foet, the masts
of the sailing schooners rlsing: and falling in the slip, a sleeping steanw
boat, perhaps, tied .p 6t the outer piler; the crcuching warehouse loome-
lng/gg;k in the forepround, the Hteamboat Hotol" shedding light and
hosgpitality from its many twinkllng panes, the bLrooding stillness of the
cliffs, theo distant beacon rellscted in the swells helow, and overall
the ma jostic Light House, protective, castlng its rays far over the vast
expanse of water and highligchting the shore as well.,

In the 1030%s lake traffic became "irmsense", L. quote an early
writer, Yith no railroad running west of Utiea and with the Lrie Canal,
the i-reatest artery of travel aoross the gtate, terminating at "wufflalo,
and thellako steamers takirng over at that point, 1t ias casy to see how
the lake traflic miﬁht really be "i-menae”.

Silver Croek eame to be an outstandling port and often the most
conyiested, That last mi;ht well seem odd, ‘/ith Bulfalo the conneoting
link between the brie Canal and the yreat lakes, why would any nearby Smatlen
port compare for congostlion? Fate often plays wierd tricks and never

were clrcumstances less to be expsoted than in that day when for {our
susoessive springs 1835-40, pg lake trarfle wae available to Buf'falo

due to the ice Jam i the harbour. The Lrie Canal disgor:ed its passen-

pors 6t 1ts western torminus only for them to {ind that was thelir jour-
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ney's end, seemingly - "The city" to quote the same early writer,"becams
filled to overflowing with its impatient strangers anxlously waiting to
procesd on their western journey. They all but lost their minds as the
delay continued and the completely blockhade& harbour showed no prospect
of ever opening,"”

When the news reached the c¢lty that llirst year, that boats
from western ports were coming Xast as far as Silver Creek and were
l1ying over there for two or three days plcking up cergo and passengers
for the return trip, 1t is not hard to imagine the effect it prodused.
Pandemonium broke loose among the stranded travellers as they competed
madly for transportation to the S81ilver Creek harbour, and no less lively
was the contest amung self-~seeking, advantage-snatching would-be trans-
porters. Animals that could hardly stagger were brought forth from
heaven knows where, 2:;322; vehicles of every description came to light
from equally mysteriouns whereabouts; every beast that could totter,
every conveyance of any vintage with still turning wheels were requisitioned
to carry eager passensers with their luggage to Sllver Creek, -the sudden
mecca of every west-bound would-be traveller, This was a glorious,
incbedible, hesven-spiked cpoortunity for the unsorupulous - all prices
were charged from three to ten dollars a perscn - outrageocus and unthink-
able in that day - according, of course, to the conveyance and, doubtless,
the person's apparent means, In many cases, those who had pald the most,
alagl, were obliped, in the end to walk a large portion of the way to
lighten the load and to insure their baygage reaching its destinatlon in
safety, - sald bagrage was threatened to be thrown out on such occasions
when the outraged passeny;er resisted., At the best it was a tortuocus
Journey over the frozen ruts or through the oozing mud of early springg
Those who had to remain in Bufflalo until their funds were about depleted

o

had no alternative but to cover the distance on foot - sorry figures
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were they, indoed, by the timo tholr haggard oyes si.hted the coveted
harbour and the waltling vessel - providing 1t was still waiting. These
boats most o2 them one hundred anfAwenty-rive tons burden, {Hardlyhore
than a cood-slzed yacht in tc:davy's language,) were definltely limited
in their acscomodations and straightway tock off on their westward
voyage vhen their napacity was exhausted,

Little can we Imagine, I suppose, how the ghambling nags and
ploddin; oxen were bolabourcd and urged on; how the anxious travellers
pressed\fcmpwmiﬁ‘&a rncﬁf's‘ownda in the desperate hope of being
amHng thosa“to set on bourd, lever ¢did the candle lipghts flaere brichter
in the Stgamboat !obtel, naver did the roasts turn fastor on the splts,
never was the buay bar trado meore bustling; nary a bench, settle, table
or [loor beard was thore withoat 1ts willing sleoper - these stranded
transisents nilled around the 11ttle towm Lor days, windereod along the
shore and huaunted the outer pler und Light louse Polnt stralining their
eyes wostward for signe of a distant vessel,

Hardly was the first crowd dlepersed on 1ts westward way and
the natlves recovered frem this hrsath-taki:y; human avalanche bel'ore
there was & gsecond Influx and tho drama was reenacted as beforej the

vl ir
niim caravan o anclent vehloles was back

indesoribable, batterea”
araln disgoriing 1ts agitated weary travelle:-s, beaet by the same hopes
and feaars as those who had preceded them, Thla sorry tide of [frustrated
travellers and attendant excitermsnt lasted unabated for about three weeks,
@uPifAz which time buslness at tho Silver Creok end was lively to the

peint of levered breathlessness - never had anything been seon or lnown

to compare - such processions as wound into town; such orowds as

poured over 1t; struggling '4ttle town that it wasy the larbour fairly

geethed with excitement by day and by night for no hour was too unearthly
for some sagging mare Lo draw up with 168 desperate rider or lor sone

_ N
antiguatead corvoynnce to coio morclfully to 1ts last swhying STtoD at
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wvharfside. To find hirusings for such numbers was a sericus problen,
almost a desperate situsticn in 2 compunity gggll gua. Inoredible
springs in succession was this drama » = congested could be the
only word.

Probably no period in Silver Creek life wns aver as plotureaque
as that of the larbour duaysithe busy whaprfy heaped wlth barrels, casks,
mret zepgs and cheats, -(Eggg—its double "L"'s,
with its q@&ﬁ-cn'"Counting House" flanked with high piles of out-going

the burating warehouse

lumber, the colorful "Steamboat Ylotel” with Lts ever changing cliontele
and asometlime staggering asamen, and the ship bullding going on in the
background, lts magts and gpars londing romance o the scene,

Yes, 88 early as 1126, before Mr, Lee over set forth upon the
fatelrul Sunday walk that brought him to Silver Creek's lovely prospect,
ship bullding was in progress., The ship yard was erected on the Last
side of f<lvar Uprgoir nnk far below the juncture of alnut Creek, Very
much on a 1ine wékk.kr thio Rumaey Streel of today, and here the well-
known"Victory” was started 'n Hay 1826 and suecessiully launched in
Sentember, Ths cwner and {Mrat shin bua der, Meg flolman Vall, a mille
wrloht and natlve ofd ouseoc dounty, awd te hwve the chatnel excavated
to pormnit Lho ghip to enter the lake, With {his channel despsesned a
mora ldeal location [f'or a ship 7ard could not ‘e desired, It was as

1deal for Yr. "all's onrpose as the bay with Its proteeting West Cliff

wag tn be 'or Mr. Loe's e TO* ;i this 'lrst ship wus lost by its owner
vocause ol the prodl expense Involved and tuo Bﬁi;k 5.4 l ahlop %Qjﬁé
9eas30:'88 1T was 4 voars Jine ventgel, 1ndv0d,ﬁgnd was tho ‘O‘HPJ rer of
sthers whieh warg o cone Dpeer Bhal same ahi o rard. The schiooner
"Vietory" hus cone dewn in Ligtory as the [irsl laue vessel o Le

Hailt 1n Silver “meeu, the I'irst sall cralt to ve floated Frum our creek
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and Holmen Veil with his brother John have also their plase in history
as the ploneer ship-hullderss there were none holore them,

Fortunately for the Valle whose all had been lost with the
"Wictory" &s well as their heart for ship-bullding, Hr. l.ee was not
interested In lake comerce alone. Iei'ore hn ever was «nown to Sllver
Creelt, he was already part owmer of the "Liberty"”, a successful coasting
trade veassel running "etwenn Ashtabula, Ohio and Bufi'ale In 18326 when the
Vails were just enterin.: the shionebuilding business., ith Mr, Lee's
corming in 1828, came encoursagement f'or the Vails and a new impetus for
ship bullding, Wr, Lee's shipping experlence proved how succeasful a
coastinz trade schoonsr could he and 1t renewed the Vails zest for
batlding. With "his interost, sncoura: ement, and finenciael hacking(their
speclial need) the Vails npgain applied thelr proven sizills te the bLuild-
‘ng ol other schouoners, Emphasis enourh cannot be lald upon the new
proaperlity and development which came to Silver Creek with the advent of
%r., Lee, with his mercant’le Iinterests and ambitions for ship-bu lding
and shlpping 1ife., Tn his far vision, peraeverance and gift for organw
lzatlon the growth of the villauwe cannot be indebted enough.

As a rosult of bis stimulat!on to the Vall brothers, between the
years of 1728 and 181, there were fourtssn or [ifteen different sall and
steam oraft buillt and put ar'leat at thls port, an averuge ol une a year,
Eaoch in turn was lsunched in Silver Creek, Just to the Vest of where
we are nov asgembled, and made 1ts hLentatlive way 1In te the lake right
where the creolt flows into the same.

Those must have been thrilling days, too, the day of the year when
the annual launching took place! liow the date must have been rumored

hrouh the countryslide and how eagerly the settlers wust heve assembled

on the creok-banit and shore to watch with high suspense the malden

schooner's first shivery roaction as it 81id from the charnel and
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security into Lake Erie's unpredictable robust embrace,

Launchings, coast trading, water travel} salls, rigging, sohoaoners
and steamboats; huming wharfs and bulging warehouse; captains, ssamen,
wharf«hands and teamatersj excitemont, risk, romance and high adventure «
these were the ingredlents of harbour life when ship building and water
cormerce were in {lovwer, vhen Silver Ureek's port ranked with the best
known on the Lakes,

Excitoment, risk, romance and hlgh adventure, yes, and prosperity,
such prospority es never was known or drsamed beforej prosperity for a
vhole far reachirng area ertending even to townships in neishboring
countles, Real fortunes were wade in that day Ly whar{ masters and
fortunate ship owvnera, for each ship had its individual owner or was
held in partnership or by a small private company; there were no shipplng
lines In existonece then, Portunes were made anq,ulaa, in many ceses lost

. for all was not flambouyant success and-high good fortune even in that
S ,hey-day, Ships floundered and sank at sea, boilers exploded and steemers
went up in lames, hopeless passengers cast themselves upcun the mercy of
the waves and meny a floating spar was clung to in vain,

Shipwrecks, digaster and horole resc » they had their place in
the harbour 11fe sagaj strewn with ar:hnunnné and {ifty washed-up bodles
vas Silver Creek's shore on sne ghastly August morning in 18)1 when a
flaming excursion boat failed to reach the wharf belfore it was consumed,

Industry, success, prosperlity, fame and tragedy, this port knew
them all, There was no colorful olement lacking; Silver Creck's harbour

1lifo in its span was full, mature and complete, the word for it was drama,
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Tecas 1 occasicn geems riyht, especlially il Mra., Lenny ana Hr,

Montpomery are presont.

Gone, too, is Hr., Lee, long since, (184,6), that remarkable
f1;:ure of business genius who was not only responsibile for the wharfl,
all the cormmercial 1ife of that day, and the suceceas of' tho shipyards,
but for all the tnrivin: prosparity they brouyght to the vhole, fur-
reachin: locality., Iie it waas who established the first permanent goenoral
store, the ['irst roul TohLel, - the present Powers !lntel, the first Dank,
who promoted the “lsat eharch and donated the land for 1ts asite (the
Fresbytertan, 1031), o it was who lald out Dunkirk Stroet and extoended
Luln Birecet, (Erile ‘ioad)to moet it thus erectins the four corners which
are todny reputedly the bunlest Lrafflo conter in the 3tate outslde of
Noew York Clty. With hls geonius for orzanization, nis shore seltloment
and the crlrinal upper ¥aln Street Walnut (reelt settlement wore drawn
into one unlted, straw-ly cohenive cormunity which was to e incorporated
as the Viilape of Silver vroek in 1843, not many years after his death,

Mr, Lee 18 :nne, it i3 true, ns well as his wharf, but hie
public apirit, his great civic Intereat and pride, and his yenerosity
have lived on in his two grundchildren, who in thoir ninetlieth year
are heré fo reprosent nim today, as we honor him and his harbour develope
mant,

I ta<o pleasure in presen* ing Mr, Lee's graniaughter, Hrs,
Melon Abell Donny, who 8till ovceouples the original Loe Tlomesstead, and

Mr. Crnest M.ntgomery who until very recent years still owned his

Grandfather's Lilrrht ouse rFoint.
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Gona are the wharf and the Lea&con, the warsehouse, hotel and shipe-
vard, Gone ares the lighthouse and the lighta far streaming. The raile
road embankment has supplemented the wharf, the atreamliners have
sucoeeded the sailin; schooners: the warsehouse has besn replaced by the
Piash and Game Cludb Touse on lts very site, and tho hotel hus given way
to & line of tourists' lodgings, but the eliffs are with us still, thelr
dignity 1ittle Impaired with age; the bay is as manniflcent as in days
ol yore; the curve of the shoreline 1la as graceful as ever, The creeks
st111 empty into tho bay as alwuys, the sun 8t1ll sets bLehind the point,
and thon afterglow atill dyes the sky and wator alike in indesoribable
hues as in the busiest shinping days »f the 1830's,

The Harhour's days may long; sinoce have been ygone and all the
plcturesq 1ife that attended them, but the natural setting that
Wit s Yo fon =0 W (G~
raberea=ed nnd shared it all romuinsAbut little chanced, betraying
nathinT oo 1ts deamabtic, hiastoric past, of its one-tirmo water 'ame, It
remalin: o us to enley in peality 9 & reglen of sport o today,
o WY

and {n cud-miRds—as our imu;inutJunsﬂraach back intce tho past to re-

capture the ccolorrul lirfe an:. scenes that animated it then,





