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TOWN OF SHERMAN

The Town of Sherman was formed in April 1832 from
Mina. It was the second Township formed In Chautaugqua County.
The town was named after Roger“Sherman who gave money to buy
the bell which hangs in the belfrey of the o0ld Presbyterian
Church=-now Memorial Hell.

The first settler was Dearlng Dorman. He was born in
New Haven, Coﬁnecticut in 1797 and moved to Batavia, N.Y. in
1804. He was married toiﬁuldah Perkins in 1818 and in 1823
came to Sherman and settled on pa?t of What we know as the
Theodore Skinner farm, They had 12 children., The second chiid,
Archibald, was the first child born in Sherman.

The town was settled very rapldly. The Holland Land
Company's books show that between the years 1825-1828 thers
were & greater number of purchasers then in any other town of
its size in the county., (At this time it was part of Mina).

Some of thesg eary settlers were: In 1823-Joel Cornish
end Otis Skinner; 1824-Alanson Weed, Lester Dewey, and Hiram
N. Gleason; 1825703mand Hall, Hazard Wilicox, Loran Park, and
Charles Hawley; 1826~Barney Bradt, William Buss, and Wi17iem
yayborn; 1827=Josiah Walit, Jesse Newell, and Isasac Wivtrard;

1828-Gershom Weit, Loran Stebbins, and Josiah Wait,
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Dea ring Dorman buillt a house 12 ft. x 16 ft. The floor
was made of spl1it logs as was the door. The roof was of elm
varke He raised_the fir?t acre of wheat in the town, This
yilelded 30 bushel, He“planted corn by cutting into Ehe ground
and dropping the kernel in and pressing down the soil. This
way of planting was called "Intian tucket',

The first marriasge was that &f Lester R. Dewey and Fanny
Pattersons. They were marrled on March 23, 1835 by Otis Skinner,
the first Justice of Peace,

The first saw milY was Puilt in_1825 by a Mr. Weed on
1and owned by Mf. Dewey. In 1827 or 1828 Eirder Orangg Spencer,
and his son-in-ilaw E)iab Skeels, bullt another saw mi1l 2% miles
below the Viltage., The first log sawed 1n this mil1r was for
Loren Park., A year or two later Spencer and Skeels put in
machinery for grinding grain and this was the first grist miv»,
In 1838 Benjamin Kipp, Otis Skinner, and E1ijah Mitier built
the grist mi1) that was tovn down when the condensary was built,
and a good many of us remember it as the Bates and Hiliberg mili.
About 1828 Josiash Keelgr ppened a store and ashery at
Hemmtreet's Corners three miles south of town ( of course at

that time there was no viliage here). The making of black salts

was a flourlshing business and when I was a 1ittie girl and

went to the Hemstreet's gorners school we could see in the
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meadow this side of the Corners where the klins hed been.
We cou1d tell this by the very tyrifty and green spotg of
grass. I can also remember people talking about "Keeler's
Stand",

Thg first store in the VEWTage was kept by James Barker
and was located where the hotel 1s now. The first tavern
was kept by Jeremlah Fleld in the house now owned and
occupled by Mrg. Minnle Wood. Bealdes the men who egtablished
businesses early in the history of the town there were others
who were outstanding in the deve)opment of the community:
Otis Skinner besides being in business was Justice gf the Peace
and Supervisor for three termsj Henry Bliss a schoolteacher;
Benjamin Kipp was Supervisor three terms; Hiram G)eason was
among the most promlinent and highly esteemed citieens. Mr.
Greason cleared 100 acres of land, was maglstrate of the town

~
for sixteen years, was Qommissioner of deeds, and notary pubiic.

The records say of him "His general intelligence and knowledge
of business fitted him for drawing contracts and other instru-
ments of writing, For this he was much emp)oyed by his fellow
townsmen" .

7 I have copled a few ent?ies from my great grandfather
Hawley's account books June 1833=4 bu, potetoes $.80; 2 bu.
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wheat $2.50; 2 yd. flannel §1.00; 1/2 bu. corn $o20;
& cheese-12 1bs. $.84; 1 ham=17 1bs. $1.75; November 1834--
3 1bs. tallow $.30; 6 1bs. butter $:48; July 1837=-21 1bs.
veal $.84; 12 1bs. flour $.75; 1 gale soap $.20; 2 1bs.
butter $.20=--( and my great-grandmother used to take her
butter to Mayvilie walking through the woods there and back,
I never reallzed until reading up for this paper

how short a time in the past a1 this happened. Many of the
children of these people haven't been dead so many yearss
L.ester Dewey, Jack Newell, Loren Park, Royce ?ark: Otis Skinner,
Joe Skinner, Mrs. Wiiliam Robbins, Mrs. Samuel Hall, daughter
of Benjamln Kipp. These were al1 alive Just a few years ago.
It 1s hard to realize that the country and the way of 1iving
coufld be so changed in so short a time.

| Great=-grandmother Hawley cried when she saw a white
woman for the first time in si; months. That woman was Clare
Boyd's great-grandmother Newell. Great-grandmother walked to
Mayville over a path through the forest. Now we can go from
the 014 home to Mayville over improved roads in fifteen or
twenty minutes. Then two nelghbor women from the road east
came to visit great-grandmother and stayed a 1ittre too 1ate,

and 1t got dark before they got through the woods to their

homes. One of the women was Mrs. Vincent, the grandmother of
A
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James and Stpphen Vincept. She waes & large, stout

woman, The other, 1 believg, wasg & Mrs. Witiiams-

a 1ittle slender woman. Well, they got scared gnd Mrs.

Witiiams climbed a tree, which Mrs. Vincent couldn't do

and she said "I "vum'! 1f I'11 climb & tree if a bear does

eat me". But & bear didn't eat her and they reached home

safelye. B )
Then Grest-grandmother harvested her own flax, hackled

it, carded it, aspun it, snd wove 1t, I have a tablecloth

here today that she made:

_ Then & woman was old when she was forty. Now she isn't
01d at eighty., They they ?ad femilles of 6 to 14 chirdren,
My grandmother Hawley had 13 brothers and sisters. 'Now four
is. a blg family end it costs a greet deal more to bring up
the four now than it did the fourteen then,

And so times change and we ask "What wivl the next

hundred years bring forth?".

Written for and read at the meeting of the Minerva Glub
October 25, 1939, Also read at the meeting of the Chautauque

County Historlcal Soclety at Shermen, N.Y. May 4, 1940.

(Mrs,) Clara Hawley Casselman
5 Sherman, New York
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