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Robert Morris (1734~1806)

¥hat do you know about Roleri Morris? IEven though he was ths first
white man to own all Cheutamuqu® eéhd all Western New York immediastely af ter
the 1Indilans? Perhaps you couldnt answer even 3 guestions about him.

Prominent citizen of Philadelphia, age 41 at the start of ths Revolutlon,
he had perhaps the finest home in Philadelphia, was a great favorlite, invlited
sverywhere, eligible, weslthy. He wae a ohiéf partner in Charles Willing
and Sons, forelgn traders, selling cotton, tobacco, Ilndigo, etc rll over
the world, amd buying mamufsasctured goods to sell im the coloniesa. He en-
terfained business friends from all ~ver the world, at his home.

By appointment of the Continentsl Congress, after the start of the
Revolution, Robert Morris became the Financier snd Buyer for the Revolutlon.
Without his umusual services, we could well have lost the Revolutionary
War. Some say he founded the "Eastern Star". Other ssy he was'nt even a
Mason. Some sgy he was & Jew, But 1n England, he was born into an Eplaco-
palian family, lived and died an Epilscopalian. A brother=-in-law beceme an
Eplscopal Bishop.

nformation ebout Robert Morris 1s hard to come by. Three books written
about him have been long out of print. Over the years, s number of maga-
gine articles have been published. You find s snlppet here, and s comment
there in a mumber of sowpces, including encyclopedasias. Also there are two
or three places where there 1s Robort Morris infomation.

¥e have mentioned that Robert Horris once owned sll Chautsuqua County,
by purehase from the Indians, then later sold it to the Holland Land Com~
pany. All our deeds go back to the Holland Lend Company. What if there was
& flaw Xnklt in the tranafer from Robert Morrls %o the Holland Iand Co?
CouldTnt 1t have grave consequences to most of us? I do have to tell vy
thet there was & flaw in that contrect, and elso there were s number of
Robert MorrIsY descendants living sbout 30 years ago, no doubt some liv~-
ing today. W11l they show up some day to imperll our real estate deeds?
I'1]1 tske this up later in this paper.

Perhaps I should put in the record how my personal interest was ar-
oused Iin Robert Morris. Just sbout 10 years ago, Mrs. M. and I researched
the story of John Spencer, the remasrksble circult-riding preacher, Revolu=-
tionary War veteran, who, travelling horseback, starting in 1807 at Sher-
iden, founded most of our earllest Congregationel snd Presbyterian Churches.
Ve located nesrly 50 of Spenocer's original report Re#tters in Hartford,
Connecticut, assembled the story, larsgely in his own worda, and gave it
a8 8 paper before this Soclety. Roberg Morris was a part of that story,
for in Comnecticut they heard of Morris's sals of land to the Holland

Land Co, and sent s Misslonary to the Holland Purchase
(46,000 sguare miles), perhn’)s] the largest perish on record?
9 g [NSEN S R
Ever hear of B" "Azflum"? Travelling through Pennsylvania on Routs
6, to the West you overlook Iush Susqueharma River bottom lands where

in early 1800's, there was a colony for refugees from the French Revolu-
tion. A cousin of ocurs owns a rare book, history of this venture. On



- i
(Robort Morris Sheet #2) J.C.Molyneux
lands purchgsed from Robert Morris, many esospees from French terror,
found new and safe horps, hHopod Lo bring sven Marie Antoinette, but she
never msede it, became victim of the gulllotine es you know. There lends
wore not only purchesed from Hobert HMorrig, but he helpsd thesge colonists
in many woys beside. Finslly, sbemesed, "Azilum" (Asylum), sbendoned, be-
ceme a lost colony. From & bemutlful overleok you esn easily view the whole
area. Wa visited the actuasl = te, could sese the stone walls the colonlsts
erected, amd Erwmmix fdirniture fram French homes is st11ll to be ssen.
Azilum peaked my interest to know more sbout Robert Horriles.

There was & third stlmulus toward a semrch for the Robert Morris story.
A great, great grandfather of mine, Willlam Molyneux, was Ilmpressed into
the Brittsh Navy in the late 1770's. Jumplng overbosrd at Philadelphia,
he made hls excape, ceme to Northumberland, Pa, and the homs of Joseph
Priestley, the discoverer of oxygen and many basic laws of Physics.Prettley
was & free thinksr, amd was forced out of Englend. Among other things,
he spoke out ageinst &ngliash treatment of the Colonles in America.
Prieggley had purchused s tract of land from Inbert Morrls, which is today
3 or 4 Pennsylvania countles, vhere other refugees Irom British tyranny
could find hamea. This great grandfather of mine becams a surveyor for
Priestley, then became the first vhite settler In the 3usquehannn reglon
codnty where my narents orlginated.

Just an aside at this pojnt, to describe Hobert Morris's patrbétic
services. Ve will be talking considerably about the Revolutionmry “ar.
It 18 clear today thet it woas the tyranny of Briteint's ruling clesses,
doterminsd to uss the smerican colonies just to exnlot¥them, which brought
ubout the “War for Independence. For example, at DBunler HI1l, 1t is re-
ported that sbout 90% of those Red-coats who climberd the hill to fight for
Britasin, had been snatched from thelr familles 1n snglandl Later at Trefal-
gar, the great naval bat:t]e* it 18 sald that nine out of ten of Lord Nelson's
sailors ha been "shanghied” into the ©Bri tish Navyl

These three contacts, convinced me the Robert Morris story would be
well worth ths lunting.

Hy researcn convincses me that lacking Robert Horria's speclellzed
services to the Revolution, the whole Var could have been lost. You recall
that George Yashington, selected by Congress for Americen Commander-in-
Chief, had had & noteble carser in ths French and Indédn War. £ very sble
regimental commander, now ags 43, he stood 6 feet three inches tall. Our
young folks today would call him "a gorgeous hunk of s rmanl!” You recsll a
11ttle later in New Jersey, ths rkritish thought they hed “Washington arg
his army trapped, moved in on hls camp-~fires and trepheas only to find them
deserted. Afier that they oalled him "the old fox", a real tribute from
the enmeyy. “nshington was an extensive land-owner in Virg#inim, sbly super=
vised many dczene of workers, ralsing tobacco on his own ecresge snd that
of hls wife Martha,snd “ashington was reputed {o be ths wealthlest man in
the Colonles, a millionalre 1f he llved today.

ind Hobert lorrds, six foet tall, big {remed, st start of the Revo-
lution he was considered second only to George ¥ashington in wealth. Born
in Liverpool, EZngland, he came to fho Colonies with his father, s tobacco
importer for Lnglami. His father was killed in an accident, Robert used a
modest bequest to gain « brief eduention from tutors. Ther at age 15,
Robert started as an employse of the huge forelln trading fim, Chsarlecs
#111ling and Sons of Phlledelphle.



(Rebart Morrise- %et #
,dels o MO

Ko doubt sbout 1t, Robert Horris wes s talented snd ehre sinsss
“Haturel®. Por eaxmple, at about age 16, hearing of a shortage of flour,
Horris, in aboense of his employers, bought a whole shﬂ.ploageof Tlour snd
80 made 8 handsoms profit for his employers. Jhortly af ter he bocame &
chief partner in the Willing firm. By $he start of the Revolution he had
amassed 2 sizable fortune, snd was generally believed to be second only 4n
vwedth In the Colonles to Goorge Washington.

30 this ie the story how Robert Morris becsme the fineneiel geniue be-
hind the battlefronts, ralsed the monies, bought the supplieps that kept
the armies in the fleld, working cleSe¢ly with hie Commander-in-Chief George
finghington. They were very close friends, and Morris often saild he could
refuse Washington nothing.

In Aprll 1778, those earliest resisters st Iexington snd Concord, how
1ittle did they realize that the conflict they sterted und®l 4in 200 years
hardly & throned monarch would remain in the whole world., In May, 1775,
the Green Mountsin boys snd Sthan Allen woks up alaoging British Coammandant
at Fort Ticonderoga, eslling, "Coms ocut you old ratl", In June 1775, the
british occupisd the Colonies' most waluadle port, Boston, destroying ite
usefulness to punish the Colonlsts fer resistence to Br:!.tish taxss, The
Bunker H1ll battle, an attempt to oust the British, saw untried Americsns
standing up agelnet Buropets finest soldiers. Before the retreat of the
iu;ericans sftor the third essault, half of the Hed~coats had becoms casunla=

eg,

In July 1775, George ¥azshington, selected Comander-in-Chief, proceedsd
&t onee to Boston, for it wes most importsnt that the Eritish be ousted from
the city. %eshington tronsferred the American forees from Bunker Hill to &
far better Dorchester Hilla overlooking Boston. He saw that ths British
eculdnt be @ sledged from the city with musket fire, so dispatched Gen. Enox
to Pt. Ticonderega to get 60 eanncn there, In d«ad of winter, Knox and s
few tropps, lashed the ceannon to sledges, and oxen pulled Che cennon 180
mlles over the gounteins to Boston. Morning af tar cannon arrival, the Brite
i1gk General saw the cmnnon a~top the trenches, and sew ne'd be oute-witted,
and he'd have to get ocut. Put the British Commander hed one mmall trump left,
he sent word to Washington that he'dé burn Besbton to the ground unless thes
Ameyricane would await the arrival of ships to evacuate the British, Washe
ington was only too glad to get such e chesp victory, s¢, Ywo dnys later,
English ships arvived ard the DBritish army and meny Torles Beiled away for
Halifax. '

It has been sald thet most of Yashington's troops were undisciplined
and untreined. Dut thers were 2 fow regiments with toughness, loyall}y valor,
guch a8 Hazlett!s Dolawares, Smallwood!s Harylanders snd other which were a
me tch for any which Burope could send.

Grave days were alwad, fully half of the population of the colonlss were
ocutright Rordes or sympathizers. iost of tha colonists got all living from
amell subsistence farms. Their. ery was actually not “"Ho Texatlon without
Representation”, but, "No Taxation, period®. In justice to many, how could
they pay very :mch in taxes? But fortunsa the Coloniasts'! disadventajes
vore partly balanced by the fact thaet Efltish were fighting e war 3000
riles from home,

Meantims, there vwere no@orthy events in Philedelphies, the new Nation's
capitel. FPirst, Englend then at war with Prance hed demanded sll bosts from
Ameriean Tolonies must return home vias Englund so the cargoes could be
checkeds Second, sruggling beceme big businsess in the Colonise, but Morrls
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and his Willing & Son fimm belleved credit and trust were 2 mest ilmportant
ingredient of their trade with foreign c¢lients, sc refused to engage in
summgling; Thinrd, Robort Morris's partner, Thomas Willing, was elected Mayor
of Philadelphia, so st the age of 29, Morris became head of the vast oper -
stions of illing % Son, pitting his ebilitles againat the largest merchants
of the whole world; Fourth, in ilarch 1785 came the Starp Act and legal doc-
uments, orders, about evevrything, had to pay & tax to Lritain. Eritein pointed
with consicderable Justification that she was g:“otﬁetlng, the Colonises from
France and Spain. liorris headed sn emergen Cormittoc of Agreemont”, that
business fimms jolning would accept no ordefs from Sritaln until the Stemp
Tsx was repceled. Imagine how this hurt business in the Colonles, and how
unpopular P-bert Herris bsceame rs a chief promoter. But it was a desperate
meagure adopted by desperate Colonists, and the bLoycott worked! The Stsmp
Act waeg vepoealed s yesmr nfter its passnge. This wes the first of many Robert
Morris's public serviges; PAfth,llorris married, snd becsme s nember of Christ
Zpiscopal Church where many of the leading petricts also worshipped; Sixth,
nritein to swve the inst Indis Company which was in bad financial atraits,
ned Parliament place a tax on tea; rlollng started in Beston and Philadelw
phiaj fkxiky Oeventh, in 1774 Continentael Cgngress convened, and should @ol-
onies "maxe up Wwith George ILI and Parlddment? A personsl eppeak wes drewn
up snd sent, but Hls Majesty spurned 1t. Then came news of skimmlishes at
Lexingt-n and Concord. Tho fat was In the fire, thic wee warl Ei?lth Hobert
iorrls put into wrliting his personrl sentiments- "I pilodge myse an3 all

I possess to tlx cruse of My adopted camhibyfl" - - and we'll relata how he
did Jjust thet! Previocusly successful in business and soclial life, this was

s turning poknt for now he had & Josl to challenge his flinocat cspscitiesg
Hintn,A Conmlttes of Safety was formed, and Benjeamin Frankllin snd Robert
Forris headed it.

In 1778 there wns nressure to wrilte a Declarstion of Independence.
Robert Xorris bellsved this was pgemature, polgting ocut, first, that there
#ag little unity among tho Colonles; Seccnd, thet they possessed few mlil-
itary resouress, and third, they hsd no foreign allies- - so, how could they
hops tc wintiorris was absent from the meating when the Declaration of Ine
dependence was signed, however ho did sign s month later.

In December 177¢, Hesslans and Zcotch Highlanders threatensd *hlladele
phis, washington's smy wes too weak to sttack, Congress flsd Philsdelphis,
and Robert Morris and two others were left in charge. Feal nlee of Congress,
virs'nt 147 I never could undsrstand why the British then did'nt imprison
such a dangerous onemy. Twics, Congress {led Philadelphis, once going to
Lenes sber, the other time to Baltlmore. Just about then the ship Andres
Dorlae, belonglng to Morria's firmm, rsn the snemy blockade with & cargo of
clothing, blankets, guns and smrmnition arrtved. “ionderful lJuck¥ - Forrls
got them to the aruy.

At this time, Morrlas sterted to advence money for the war effort, from
his own fortune, nnd get still more funds, borrowing, based on his personsl
eredit, which was in excellent repute in Philadslphla. Juaiters, many of
them wealthy were still in the city, and 1t 1s reported it becam® s cormon
slght to see Robert Morrls visiting backdoors of Quakers to obtaln loans
to help the Continontal armies.

Then cams a stroke of genius, Morris was appointed by Congress officisld
Financler of the Revolution, end he was alreedy joint Chueirman of Cormittee
to import arms end sumunition, So, now sforvls could ast within an hour, on
any military opportunity. The war could not have been suceessfiully waged,
gulded by delaying, argulng commitiees in & Congresa. Horris scquired a
mogt eble assistant, UGouvenor Horris (no relastien). thsn 27 years old, in
later years became an attorney prominent 1in Hew York, a promoter wiih Gov,
Clinton of the irle Canal, and then U.3.Ambassader to “rance.
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A Britisher propositioned HMorris to turn traitor. He got the msn to
put the proposel in writing, then read 1t to the Continentel Congress.

Then sppesred a master strategy of the British, to quickly subdue the
rebellicus GColonists. The British controlled New York City, they'd conguer
the Hudson River end velley, tlume cut the colonies in two, then easlily
subdus the remnante seperstely. 8t, Teger and his Indians would sweep from
Fort Niagsra secross lNew York, deatroying Fort Stanwlx and its gerrison of
Amerleans there, while Gonersl Howe's ermies would come up the Fudson, these
two forces to meet General Burgoymne's armles sdvancing South from Canada,
and the deed would be dere. But the plan became unstuck, St. Leger and hils
Indianghere badly mauled at Nriskany ard could'nt progoed, Howe wes lept
busy around New York by Washington's harrassments, with the result thet at
Saretoga, Purgoyne hed to gurrender. Burgoyne asked to whom hs chould give
his awcré, am wog directed to General Gates, Gates wes a backpwoodsmsn and
alvays dressed that way.Burgoyne insultingly ssild to Gates, "ire you a clod
or a General?” Replied Gates, "I be n clod, but thie day I teok 8000 troops
from youl" So dom the drain went the grea% British-m==tm> plan hatched by
the mnster gtrategists In London, The American victory at Seratoga is cone-
sidered by historians, one of the great decislve battles of the world, lead-
Ing as 1t did toc 21lilancss with France and Spain.

Soon af fer came that terridble winter at Valley Forge. Perhaps this
cceurs to you, 1f Rebert Morrls wgs such a wonderful manager, why that swful
Valley FPorge experience? 17,000 American troops stagrersd into Valley Forge
in winter, only 5000 anywhere near fit for comba®, all half-starved snd
half clothedé, many walking without shoes in the snow. But suppose u were
the financier mnd tax-collcotor for the fighting Coloniasls, and pecple
would'nt pay tholr tsxes? (honostly, most of them could'nt’. Less than 5%
of nll taxes levied were pald. Then lilze Robert Morris you'd heve to resort
to 211 sorts of expedlenta, dip into your own nocket, gel others to loan
based on your personsl prpdftt cguarsntes toc re-pay. And remember thet fully
half of the Colonlel population were Torles, or at lsast unsympathetlc with
the war. Do you vonder that the wer was finslly won by the Colonists?

Some noney cume In from ssle of confloeated Tory property, Nobert ilorris
on ® huge ,ecale exchenged tobazeco, cotton, furs, fish, ete. The French had
get :;aidgéhe Islond of Uzrtinique in the Weat Indies as 2 base for supply
of ruunitions and armus. The ircn Indastry in tle colonles sterted o thrive
again after years of suppression by the British. About 50 primative iron
forges operste] In Pemsylvanls nmlone. You cen see today one of thoss iron
forges on 2 hilltop nmear Clarlon, Pa. Thousands worked ‘in hundreds of boats,
fishing, tar*in{-;ing in excellent food for the ermy. Congress issued promises
to pay, tdbe used for money. These helped temporarily, though by the end
of the war, 210 millions in Continental currency were in circulation, and it
ook almoBt o ltundred of tham to be accopted as a dollar. Even todry, the
term originating then, "not worth a Continental"is s potent expression of
worlitlessness. “orris personally isdbd promissory notes. Becouse of his
first name, Nobert, these notes came to be called "long bobs" and "short
bobs”, bcsed on the term befors boin: redsemsble. OCne of Morris's ships,
the "Holker" arrived in port with 90 tons of lead in the hold for ballast.
That hecod woul? make « lot of bdllets, and Horris ard others worked all
night, digging out the metal, casting 1t Into ingots, so it could be used
by the srny.

let's see exactly how Robert Morris worked. In 76, the Hessians had
ceptured Manhattanm Fort Lee, Fort VWashington, but Veshington hud won ab
Haarlem Helights, "hite Plaina. Then ¥Washington eame to Morrls end said that
without £50,000. (about #{250,000. today), available at once, unpaid soldiers
would just desert and 7o home., But with {:hat roney, there was o chance for
u spectacular victory. Morris went to the home of his Philadelphles Cusker
friend, Abel Jamwas, and said, "I must have $50,000, now or all will be lost"

is
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Said Abel James, "Vhat is thy security®” Replied Morris, "My word end my

honor". Replied Abel Jampa, '"Thee shall have itl" And the money was given
over within an hour. This is the story behind Veshington's much needed
victories at Trenton end ?rinceton. The soldlers, pald, stayed in the
army. Historians give Robert Morris memstk the credlt. The colonles were
electrified, theshews spread to surope, thers wes hope for the new nation!
It was a real turning polnt, and leai directly to the IFrench Alllance,
¥ing Louis personally gave 2 million livres, and offlcers, men and the
French fleet sterted helping.

Then, as with en suoccessful man, Morrls was acquiring soms very oute
apoken enemies. Tom Paine whose torrid pamphlet "Common Sense™ 1s credited
with having mueh to do with our Declarstion o Independence, accused Morris
of being Filhncler and Buyer for the Revolution, for huge personsl profit
for himself, by mixing public and privote business. Thls was trouble, ond
Congress did investigate, and exhonersted iforris. But I wondeTed LI thspe
existed evidence today evailable., I had a hunch there might be Information
in the rgre manucoript seetion of the Library of Congress., In October 1962
there I found several large volumes into which were bound the original da %1
nages of ths "Diary ef 0ffice of Finmnce", which wes the name given Morris's
depertment. A day to a page, written in fine, legible handwriting, very
obviocusly not Morria's, for his is not too legible, were the entries:

- - g1l letters received, from whom, digest of contents; all letters sent,

to whom, dlgsst of contents; moneys recsived, fram whom, in detsll;] moneys
paid out, to whom, for whet. Also listed were nll visitors to offlce that
daym thus, "iiis BZxcellency Gen. Geo, Wushington, Capt John Paul Jones,

etc, etc. At bottom of emch nege, wergbignatures of 2 nrficial euditors for
the Congress with statemént tlwy had examined the records. I could ses no
indication of mixing privete and povernment business, gnd dr myssif convineed
that Thovias rainefs accusations were nnjustified. tach of these pages was
nrotegted both sides with cosrse textile netting through which one ean read,
then covered both aldes, with f&lﬁibl& rlastle. As 2 resuldy, these records can
be preserved for many yeors. Dissgreeing with Tom Paine, I am convineced
Rovert Morris did not use public of fice for vrivets ga=in.

By 1777, the tide of war was turning in favor of the Colonies. Articles
of Confaderastion drwen up to malks o goverment framepwork, but the curroney
issued by Congress wag protested mparly everywhere., But the French flest
broke up the British fleet Dlockede of Philadelphis.

In 1778 the British became very sctive ami sucecessful in the South.
Genersl Cornwallis and smart, tough, eruel Col Tarleton, cavalrymsn, overran
almost at will, (eorgia, the Carolinas, Virginis. Only General Greens's
amal 1 srmy and Swemp Pox General Mariont's irrvegulars oppoasasd then.

But in 1781, tle wnritish honeymoon of vietordes endsd. Tarleton and Corn-
wallis weye both defrated by Ureend Cornwallls retreated to Yorktown, and
sent word for evacuation by the British fleet. iHowever, lieGrasse's fronch
fleet defeated the British fpel in an off~-shore hattle. Thsn French flset
banbardment chased Cornwellls to the tip of the Yorktown neninsule. Congress
got word of Cornwallis’a entrapmsnt. A hasty council of war ineluded YWashe
ington and NMorrls. "hat a capltal chence to capture all of Cormwalllsts
armyl! It was declded that Washington's army must b shipped to
Yorktown. ¥pshington demurred, "how can you get the army there?” Morris
iranediately revlled, "I'11l get you therel!", and overnight he personally
loaned §1,400,000. {avout §7,000,000. in todry's money), and the American
army went down by ship. And this is the story behind the Yorktown surrender,
followed by ths Treaty of Pegge thet endsed the wsar.

At the surrender, the Lritlsh armmy bend played o tune with a title as
modern a8 tomorrow, 'The Norld Turned Upside Down". It sure wgs} Rwxxithe
hpttial  {(for the British)
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Thwre i3 an important postscript to the Revolution, = Br e

one #nglish officer told Cornwallis™hs believed 1f they destroyed &ll the
msn An North Ameriecn, they would haw to begin ell over again conguering

the women, for the women ran the farms when ths men were away st war,
spun, wove, worked in mills end fectories, organi.cd drives to raise noney,
tarned in their prized poassessions such as gold end silver. The officer sald
he a8 heart4ly sick of %this country and such women, mmnd wished himself
homs. "

Does 1t not appear that without the availlabllity of Hobert Morris, his
talents to make qulek decilsiona and get quick money, a verltable little
czar by Congresslrnal arpointment, plus integrity, and 2 personallitvy that
meshed with Goorge Washington, the Hevolutlon could well have been lost?

But enother essentlal servics Yorms waa to render his country. Wpshe
Ington as the new Presidont wanted Morrls to be his Secretary of the Treas-
Lry but Horrls mefused.The new nation nseded s natlonsl bank, and e mint

o fssue coins. With tlexander ! immilton, snother btusiness genlus, Horris
Qﬂd others Jjoined 1n foundinb the first nationsl bank. Tho renneylvania
State Bank tuned over amsets of 5400 ¥ (§2 milllon today); Spain refused
to make a 5. mlllion dollar loan; foyman 3alomen, the pauriotic Jawigh
brokendoaned third of w million(nesrlr 42 million that would be tedmy),
thae Ship Trumbull loaded wlih flour for Cuba to he treded for pold and
silvar, wag selized by the British in Delaware Bay, so that went down the druin.
A& quarter of a million Collarzs 4in silver from Francs landed In Boston
instead of Philadelphla. ilorris went tdBoston, saw that the silver was
paclted Iin great oslt chests, then shipped overland in ox carts, gusrdsd by
dragoons. It travelled by way of Boston, Worcester, Mewbun ﬁh to Prila~-
delphia, and srrived safely in two months. The "hard money displayed in
the nsw bank gave confidence to the peoprle. The bank scon loaned the
Federal boverﬁmmnt $100,000, 30, by a narrow margin, the colonies becamd
firanclal ly stabls.

So we have the story of Hobert Morrla, the very successful buslmess
man, businoss brains backing “ashington's generalship, and one of the
legders in estarlishing our first netionsl bank snd mint.

How there 1s the finsl chapter. lorris's businoss long neglected, his
fortune go ne, Horrls had to re-establlsh himself. %hy not retum to for=-
olgn trade he knew so well? Put like most of us would bte, he wanted to
try samething differsnt. He belleved that tens of thousand living in
crcowded setilomente Zast of the Alleghenies, would want Zm nevw homésg 1in
the Yogtern lands. Morris by 1790 had purchased milllions of scres of
primative land, sight unssen. d2 had over 6 million meres in Ponnsylvania,
North and South Carolina, Goorgls, and Xentucky, much of It nurchased
for o few cunts an acre. His last purchaess was ths 64 thousand square mlles,
X3Ixpxt¥ 511 Western NHew fork, amd sbout all of 1t on credit.

It 12 revorted that Goorge Jnshington tried to point out to his friend
the dangers of bdecoming "land poor . Morris 1s said to have replied, VI
migt be either a man or a mouss!” Thres things must be snld sbout korris%
land adventure: Pirst, he was several yesmrs alead of his time. The big
migrations to the Toet dldint stapt untll the turn of the century- 1800's}
Second, Morris had a gulding ruls in his affairs which I beliove kmkd
to be puve superstition., This principle was, "what 1s right must succeed."
All of us have 1ived long enough to observe that many a Worthy ceuse
hag abjectly falled; Third, 1t wes s fallacy for Robert lorris to consider
land in s state of neture as a readily saleable commodlty or asset., Hew
York 3Jtate lands did'nt sell in quentity until the Srie Canal completed
in 1820, provided easy transportation.
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By the way, do you know the dimensions of the original Erle Conal?
How, zrle Barge Canal at low wster level is 27 £t deep. but the original
Canal was 40 £t wide and only 4 feet deepl They used to say that those
blunt-endsd and flat bottom early cannl boats flosted on a heavy dewl

Ycu perhaps have heard of difficultiss of pushing cansl through tan-
gled vegltation of the Yontezuma Sdmp? It 1s reported that heaviest of
squipment wus needed to push through, and one dey n dredge oneretor looksd
up and sew R huge swamp mosquite's stinger come clear thrcugh the boller
plate of his dredgel He regsched up with heavy hermmer, bent over posquito's
stinger, and the mosgquito flew eweay with the boller!

Now welre getting closer to our Cha tauwqua Tounty story. lobert Morris
hoeard of 64 thousend squere miles of wondsrfully fertile lamd, avellable
very cheap, in VWestern Wew York, and sent his eon, Thomas, to complete
the deal., (Foberti Worris never visited Western l'.Y.). }Vassachusetts ami
now fork clmims against the property were purchased for 1/3 of = million
dollars. The Iroqufies Indlsns who hed fought with the British and lost,
were snxious to sell. They hed been offered fres lands in the Grand River
Vglley in Ontario, Cenada. The "going retes" for purchass of Indlan lends
wers very low slways, and Thomas Xorris paid them sbout £1.25 per _square
mile, Thet wmmde total cost for about all of "estern NY, about {6.25 @
square mile! The desl was consumuated st Big Tree(now Geneseo), and many

chiefs were there to sign the pepers, including Red Jacket, Little Billy,
¢nd Cornplanter. The Indimns woee of course tpkon adventage of 53 always.

wOeuld it make you feel any better to hagr that in Cenada nlso, they have
been dispossessed of most of the lands grented them?

ut, let's returmn to Robert Horris, "hese mlllions and milllions of
acreg which he purchased, did'nt sell fast erough, bought much on credit,
principal, interest and taxes accuruwlated. Tienea mein bank for Hebert
Yorris falled in “urope. And o nartner of his in the land venturos,
proved to be dishcnest. The whols lend project falled, md Horrls was
forced to sell even his treasured, "Genesss Country"(7estern H.Y.).
llot even that sale saved him. He waa utterly mined,.

There was nc such thing as e Bsnkruptey Law ot the time. lNo help
for 1t, H~bert Horris was arrested as n bankrupt, sssigned to the debtor's
division of the FPrfine 5t ja#l, where he shered room with others. Yellow
fever Uroke out in Philedelphim, and the Jail became a * quarantined
"pest house”. Then the victims coldd'nt be burled fest snough, so thre
filled coffins wers stored in the Jeil! It 1s reported that Morrias kopt
his health by long walks in the jril yard,

“hat 8 reward for & man who had given so rmuch to his countryl Yet
in fairness, this unspeankeble fate was not the result of his country's
ingratitude, but bocsuse of Horrls's over-optimism and ©bad business
judgement, in an activity sbout which he hed known nothing.
4fter Robert Morrls hed besn in deb®ortz nrison about I years, a nationsl
Bankruptey Law was passed, sni he was ~eleased, but nenniless! Kowever,
he had a falthful friend, Gouvenor llorris, now sn attorney.

5o we coms full circle back to that contract of sale of Robert
iorrls, 64 thousand squsare miles, to the Holland Land {o. Gouvenor Horris
found e flaw in this contract, Mras. Horris had not conveyed her dower
r%%éfs. 5o negotlating with the Holland Lend Co, Gouvenor Morris
obtalned for her and arnuilty of $1500. snmually for life {(about &'?%230.)
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And by this Hranesotion, the Morris's were enabled to llve camfortebly,

he for shout 3 years, dying et 69. She lived for 21 years.
I have %o edmit I nged 2 ﬁ;ne game with you, at the start
telling of a flaw In deeds from ths Hollan nd To, which might linperil

the sscurity of all real estate in Western K,Y. But now you can be
re-gssured, far if a Robert Morris descendant comes to make clsim
Bzainst roal estate you own, thanks to Gouvenor ilorris, you are ontirely
gecure in your possoasion.

iy 1s Hobert Horrls almost forgotten? In Boston, you can visit
Paul Revere's homs, in Virginia you can visly Thomas Jefferson!s
besutiful "Montleello", and Washington's matchless "Mt. Vernon”.
But Robert lMorris's long-time hame in Philadelphis was torn down. The
nsw home which L'Enfant dessigned, was nover completod, and its remains

were demolished.

Ths Pennoylvanis State Museum ststos that after Morris's death, pc??
nost of his nepoers were scatterdd. A few of hls household furniture’de in
the Philadelphia useum of Art, a very few fomrmer possessions of his
are in the building in Batevia (Holland Lend Co Cffice), and that is
sbout all,

But let us not forget, without Robert Morris, once owner of all
the land where we now live, the Revolutionary “ar might woll havs been
loet.,

Three carcers in ono lifetime! vhat a lanit
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