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It was fortunate for the City of Jamestown
that James Prendergast, its founder, deéi&éd.toaigééte
at the Rapids on the outileét -of Lake Chautauqua. -Ffom

the time that decision was reached until the present

date the little-settlement’ first known as HThe’ Rapids", 4

- .

later as " James's Town" Which almost immediately rlpen-‘

P

od ‘into "Jamestowi", and s now the City, has profited

beyond measure anq‘will‘qbntiﬁﬁejéo,to:dquor aii~fimé,'

by reason of ﬁhe‘far-siéﬁ%ednesé;énd'the'bénefacéaéns
of such founder, his sonNAlexandér Thompson Pfendéfgast
and his grandson, James Prendergast, the younger.’
Although the founder long 'since passed away
and all,his descendants are dead, - the.hame-qf Jaﬁés.
Prendergast_13\cherished-and,Wiliféver“bg:pherishegfby
all loyal residents of this @ity#,;Tne £1rial. and c?bwn-
ing benefactions :of the ?pendérgggt fami;ﬁ'to.th1§;01ty
and its iﬁhabiﬁants are the St. Lﬁ%és Epié@éﬁg}iqﬁérch
Building, given to that Society.by Alexaﬁder‘Thompéén
Prendergast, and his wife, Mary. Norton. Préndergasﬁ, as
a8 memorial to theilr. daughter, Katherine, and the James
Prendergast Free Library, regarding which I have ‘been
asked. to' write something:for the_CentennigiﬁHistopq,.'
The History of the founder of gamestownxand of his.des-
cendants has been quite%fﬁlly recpfded in- the History

of the Town of Ellicott and ‘in thosqﬁof‘ﬁﬁé County; ‘of
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Chautauqua but it has been deemed advisable that a
historicdl sketch of the James Prendergast Free -

Library should becoms a part of Jamestown's Cen-

tennial Record.

James Prendergast, the founder 6f James-

town, and his wife, Agnes N. Thompson Prendergast .

had only one child, a son, Alexander Thompson Prender-
gast. Alexander Thompson Prendergast and his wifé;

Mary Norton Prendergast had two children, James and -
Katherine; Katherine died when a child, leaving Jaéés
the only surviving chlld of Alexﬁnder.-.iﬁmes:waslbbrn~
June 18th. 1848 and died December 2;.'31-,.- 1879; 1eg~ﬁhg -
no Will, but leaving memoranda whibh.he‘hgd_cdntem-
plated completing as a Willy _James, the younger, was
survived by his fﬁther and ‘mother. Although James,

the younger, was apparentl& in excellent health dur-

ing my assoclatlion with him,- he had a feéling, a
premonition,. perhaps, that he would not llve to olﬁ

age., As I was his law partner at the tinme of'his
death and had been such for nearly five yéars,--we

talked much during our leisure hours regarding his
ancestry, his life and his prospéects and plans for the
future. He told me that, as he had no descendants, and

in all probabllity would not live to have any, thﬁt with.
the death of himself and his father, their branch of the .

Prendergast family would become extinet, but that such
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branch would leave, in all probability, a substahtial
estate, That the other Branches of the Prendergast
family were well to do and he believed that 1t would
be well for him t6 do something in-a Substantial way
for the town founded by his gfandfather,- and which
bore that grandfather's and his own christened name.
It was with that idea In niind that he considered the
founding of a Library for Jamestown that would per-
petuate the name of Prendergast and would be of sub=-

stantial and lesting benefit to all who use it pro-

perlye.

He had thought outrand to s&ﬁe extent
formulated a plan for the. creation of an organizatién
by the name, selected by him, of "The Jgmes Prendergast
Library Associlation of Jamestown,vNéw York", to which
organization was to be conveyed ‘the Preridergast Build-
ing at the corner of Main and Third Streets, erected
by him in the years 1875-6, as.an endowment or sustain-
ing fund for the Library. The 1ncome from the Preﬁdgr-
gast Building was to be accummilated until such income,
with the interest thereon would be sufficlent to pur-
chase a §1te and construct a Llibrary building. and pur-
chase a iibrary. The Library was to be known as "Ihe

James Prendergast Free Library". He had madegwritten

memoranda to that effect. I khewfof this memoranda
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end felt sure that 1t had never ripened into a Will,

Soon after his death, I found it in his desk at the

office and handed it to his father, Alexander T,

Prendergast.

This father religiously carried out

1ts provisiodns by directing me to prepare, which I

did, under his supervision, the act incorporating

"The James Prendergast Library Associztion of James-

éown, New York™, which Act appears as Chapter 3 of

the Laws of 1880. Section 3 cf the Act provides:

Sectlon 3. ©Sald Assoclation is
hereby empowered. to receive from
Alexander T. Prendergast, and Mary

A.

Prendergast,his wife, a convey-

ance in fee simple, of the .building,

lands and premises situate on the

corner of Main and Third Streets,

in

Jamestown, Chautauqua County,

New York, known .as the "Prendergast
Building", and to hold the 'ssme for
the purpose of establlishing and
maintaining a publle reference and
circulating Library, according to

the terms and provisions of this

act. And saild Assoclation may also
take and hold .any additional or
further donations, grants, devises, ‘
bequests, or general or specific
endovments, which may be made in
further aid or support of ‘said library
and the objects of saild association

by
A.
or

On

Alexander T. Prendergast or May
Prendergast, or by any government
public institution.

January 3lst. of that year, immediately

after the passage of that Act, the first meeting of

the Board.of Trustees was held.. The board as created

by the Act, consisted of William C. J. Hall, Robert
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Newland, Solomon Jones, Imcius B. Warner, William
Henry Proudfit, Frank Edward Gifford and Eleazer
Green. At that first meeting\Mr. Hell was chosen
President; Mr. Newland, Treasurer; and Eleazer
Green, Secretary. MNr.Hall continued as Presldent
end Mr. Newland as Treasurer during their lives.
The writer  of this article, Eleazer Green, still
holds the position of Secretary.. Of the original
Board of seven members, four have died, viz:
William C. J. Hall, Robert Newland, Solomon Jones
and Lucius B. Warner. Mr. Hall died October 30th.
1887 and Mr. Robert N.Marvin was chosen to fill the
vdcancy caused by the death of Mr. Hall. Mr. Newland
died October 3rd, 1891 and Mr. Daniel H. Post was
chosen to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Mr. Newland. Mr, Jones died Novembeijch. 1501
and Rev, Elliot C. Hall was chosen to fill- the
vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Jones. -Mr. Post
who was chosen to £fill the wvacancy caused by the
death of Mr.Newland died June 2nd. 1904 and Mr.
Shelden B. Broadhead was chosen to fill the vacancy
caused by Mr. Postls death., Mr. Warner diéd Fébrusary
l4th. 1905, and Mr.Clayton E. Beiley was chosen to
fill the wvacancy caused by the death of Mr. Warnér.
Mr. Marvin dled Fébruary 6th. 1909 and Mr. Ralph C.

Sheldon was chosen to fill the vacancy caused by the
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death of Mr. Marvin. Rev. Elliot C. Hall died April
27th. 1917 and his son, Elliot Snell Hell, was chosen
to fill the vacancy caused by his fatherls death;
NMr. Bailey dled August 8th. 191& and Mr. Charles C.
Wilsonuwas chosen to flll the vacancy c¢aused by the
death of Mr. Bailey. Mr. Broadhead died August 2%th.
1925 and his son-in-law, George L. Maltby, was chosen’
to £ill the vacancy caused by the death of Nr. Broad-
head; so that, the Board is at présent composed of
William Henry Proudfit, Frenk Edward Giffofd and
Eleazer Green, of the original Board, Raliph C. Sheldon,
Charles C. Wilson, E. Snell Hall and George L. Maltby.
The followihg have served as. President, viz: Mr. Willdlem
¢,J. Hall, Mr. Jones, Mr. Warnér, lir. Marvin, Rev. E.C.
Hall end Mr. Proudfit, who 1s still acting.

The DBoard_.of Trustees early adﬁpted:a'coﬁ-
porate seal and chose for 1ts device and motto that of
the coat of arms of the Prendergast family. 4n im-

presslon of the seal 1s shown herewith:
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The accompanying portyﬁiﬁs are of the
elder James Prendergast, of Alexandéf} and of
James, the younger, as well as a picture of the -
Library building.

It may be well to mention that when.
the younger Jémes was getfihg‘data Bf'fhé ffébder;
gast family for Young's History of ‘Chautauqua’
County,- he was unable to find any picture of ther
elder Jemes, or that one had ever been made. He
did discover, however, that there was still living
a man who was & warm personal ffieﬁd}of‘thb‘elder[
Jemes and who painted portraits. This man was in-
duced to paintfaipiéture fiom meﬁo}y%‘ Jéﬁéé;'the
younger, furnishéd the painter a ruffled shirt and
some other wearing apparel worn by the elder James,
as aids. A picture was produced and that picture
is the one upon which all subsequent pictures of the
elder James, have been based;_:Dl@erresidenfg!Who
nmew the elder James personally csns‘idered" ‘Ehe" pig;tur‘e
an excellent likeness, )

Imnediately after the: pﬁganiz‘a%iéﬁ-"of the.
Board of Trustees in iBBO,'Alexander.T; Prendérgast -
and his wife conveyed to the Association the*%render—
gast Buillding. Thereafter the'presgnt'slteibﬁ the
James Prendergast Freg Librar&, consisting of an sen-

tire cltysquare, 240 feet by 206 feet insize, bound-
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ed by Fifth and Sixth and Cherry and Washington
Streets, was also conveyed by Alexander T.. Prender-
gast and his wife to the Associatlon, as a site

for the Library Building., This site had at an

early date been set aside by the flrst James Prend-
ergast and conveyed to the Fir st Eéngrégatiqnﬁl
Church as a burylng ground and"laﬁer_byASuch.Church
to the Village of Jamestown, but the buriels therein
had ceased long before the death of James, the
younger. To reanove any possible question regarding
the title to such site, leglislation was procured
permitting the removal of any remainsfstill"therein;-f
and Deeds were obtained from the VillIage of Jamestown
(Jamestown had pot then been incorporated as.a City)
and from the First Congregationasl Church of James-
town, conveying to the Assoclation whatever right,
title or i1nterest they, the Church and the Village,
might have in the site.

Beginning with the first of January, 1880,
the rents from the Prendergast Buildiﬁg were accummu-
lated by the Assoclation until, with the site donated
by Mr. and Mrs. Prendergast and othef-substantigl
donations made by them, a sufficlient fund was accummu-
lated for the removal from the site of the few bodies
remaining therein, and the erection thereon of the

Library Building. The building, a fireproof one, was
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completed and dedicsted December lst. 1891,

Samuel G. Love was chosen by the Board’
as the First Librarian,- upon him devolved bthe task
of purchasing books and establishing the library
upon & working basis. Mr. Love was assisted In
placing the library upon such basis by Mrs. Harrlet
B. Love and Miss Luella Dowler, now Mrs. Luelle D.
Freeman. Mrs. Love continued witli the Library
until failing health compelled Her resiéﬁaﬁion.
Mrs, Freeman is still efficiently serving the
Library as Assistant Librarian. Ur: Love performed -
his work well and the Library was fofmally opened’
at the time of the dédication, as a Reference and
Circulating Library. Mr."ﬁo?s continued as Librarian
and successfully conducted the Library until his death,
which occurred November 12th. 1893, After the death
of Mr. Love, Mary Emogene Hazeltine was.selected as
Livbrsrien and she intelligently and with signal suceess
acted in that capacity wntil a wider and more remun-
erative field opened fér her in Wisconsih, when her
reslgnation as Librarian was presented to and.reluct-
antly accepted by the Board an‘Jaqudry 25th. 1906, }
During Miss Hazeltine's administration the Library J
prospered and its influence for good was greatly -in-
creased.

Miss Lucle Tiffany Henderson was then
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chosen by the Board as Librarian and has .continued

in such capaclty to the present time,- well and
satisfactorily conducting the iibréry.{lts~pgdé;
perity has continued under her\adminiszration;, M;ss
Hazeltine 18 'a 11féal descéndant of Abner Hazéltine,- -
Miss Henderson of Silas Tiffdny,- these men were
prominent pioneers of Famestown.

Before the formal opening of the Library
the private Library of the Prendergast family had
been donated to the Assoclation and placed in the
Library building and with the books purchased by
the Assoclation formed a Eibra;y} at #ﬁe’pgénipg;
of 7555 volumes. Since such opening the Library
has continued to be a constant source of sducation
and wholesome entertainment to the people of the
City. The rentals from the Prendergast Bullding have
pald not only the salaries of the Lilbrarian and. Ass-
istants, the upkeep of the Library building, and the
Prendergast Building, but has furnished an addition-
al supply of Tunds foér the purchase from time to time,
of new books so that the Library now (June lst. 1927)
consists of 30,000 volumes.

In addition to books, the Library contains
an Art Gallery consisting of a choice, though not

numerous collection, of oil paintings, Mr.. and. Mrs,

Alexander T. Prendergast gave to the Library.A%sociation,
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the valuable portraits of the Prendergast family,
now in the Art Gallery, and also many fhousand
dollars for the purchase of additional paintings
which sum was expended By the -Bdard of Trustees
under the guidance of skilled assistants in the
purchase of additional paintings,- sé that the
Art Gallery today contalhs a cholce and valuable
collaction,- some of the paintings therein being
worth several thousands of doXlars each. The-
portrait of James Prendergast, the younger, is
consldered a masterplece by those competent to
judge and to the Library, Is of priceless value.

Mr., and Mps. Alexandér T. Prendergast
used great care and exercised excellent judgment
In the selection of the origindl Board 'of Trustees
and by the act of Incorporation gave to the Board
self-perpetuating powers. The Board has endeavored
to maintain that high chargcter by the sélection of
men of the highest standing and fitness in the filling
of vacancies occ;rripg upon the Board.

James Prendergast, the younger, died when
young in years but he 1ived long enough to become
prominent in the business, soclal and educational
1ife of Jamestown. He was a man of strict integrity
and of high culture being a Ydle man and a graduate

of Columbia University Law School. He WASthikingly
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handsome, - of more than medihm height;, well“ﬁﬂppd?-
tioned, graceful and dignified and always well-dressed.
Though reserved, his culture, mental and physical vigor
were so apparent that he would command admiration and
respect in any gathering. And through it all there was )
revealed the kindly heart: He posiessed both anﬂin-
tellect and a soul. _

Although ‘the. Jémes Prendergast Frée Library -
1s the creation of one scarcely mors than & b6y in yéérs;
i1t is a creation worthy the wisest and most mature éhd
it will endure for all time,- will*ihcréasér¢n value
and influence as the yearéxgo by, and. those WEO use it
intelligently and-appreciaéively will revere the name

of its founder.





