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Read at the 24th, Anmual lieeting of the
Chautaugua County Histeorical Scciety

At Peagock Inn, layville, August 14, 1807,

"o Chatdawmua Countdy disterical Soci<ty harpiliy holos 1
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fourth armual maeting vpon one of 1he neestl dnterssling places within
the borders of the Countys uron ihe sitle of the orisziznal land oriice

N ¥ - e 2, - gy <
3ONCIE ¢r a5 A%s TWST DUarnolLed

P e R I T B g, - SR
of the Yclland Loand Coxpany, and bhu
~ . ~ - - A .y~ » PR PN A S Py - -
rionsets., TFeacscel inn well deoserves to remain fo porxratusis ihe lerony

of Willier Peaecack, rwhoge here iz #a3s throush asre, arwdioety and nuolvaticn

during he arashdps of e first settilessrt of our couniy -ana i1is carly

hintoery., Theze was 0o difficudty or hardsihin thel ¥illian Poadock did

not sheare wish all ithe séttiora, ¥e llved Lo see Lhe courty that he had
enterad in his snviv porhood samerse Jror s wilderness coverfey DY o2 OaAge
Torest, the home of the Indiar aml Jhie wild beasty and pocoite ong ¢f
most rroavercus and influential in tie State: to ®ee i1he song and
daughters o his associates in the tollsome sgtrugsle o tiic eatly days
enzagsed iv reaceful rursuits, eoslablishing factoeries, actools and
libraries ant of2curying vositions of frust and honor in thae counclis ov
the Comienwealth and yation.

Thin site commanding from its elcvaticn at the head of a sout
beautifzl iake‘a view o7 a rore exisnsive portion of the county than
can he hant Trem any ¢iher place within 1fs lirite, was wisely chwos<n, oust

wrohably by Judre Peachek himself, as the rlnces
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Holland Lant Comnany for the adrinistration of its a'fairs within the
county, This cholce of situation was afterwards annroved by the coni-
missicn that established the county seat and erected the nublic huild-
ings, whers the afiaire of the county hawe hoon contucted for a century,
By a recent confirmation of that selection this site will doubtless con-
tinue 4o renain the carital for ancther,

Adjacsnt to tha land chosen Tor the county seat William Peacock

[

buil®t his OWIL Y85 itgnce now Peacock Inn, But the history of this

rlace bogan rucligarlisr than the time of its selection for a home and
tne Wusinaess rurresszs of the Holland Land Comrany, It is situate upon
that historic way known to the Indinng, and afterwards to the French
inhabitanta of Canada, vho first exrlored the great 1lakeg and the
vall=ys of the Ohio and Mississird, It was doubtless over thig robtase
thit the rredatory bhands of Indiang nads their way to the subjection of
thelr enemies befoin a white man had seen the bheauvtiful Chhautaugua; and
over it altervards cang the detachment of the King's Fighth with a band

ol savases to the geipe of Port Pitt and thie burning of Hannastorm, It

was to this reute that in 1738 that Oeneral Williar Irvine, whoe was in

r-

cerrandl al Fort Pitt called the aticntion of QJeneral Washinpgton in his

let:er ol January 27th, of thal vear in the hore of conrnecting the
waters of ths lakes -with those of the Allogany river, and affording water
, 1 cComtunication to the lewer Allegany for the protection of ths setilcrs

¢f that locnlity,
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1t ray have boen rosaibly the intention of Willlew Psacock to treves
cver this wertace and this route %c lew Orleans, where nis abovition
calied hdr ani where thoy seemed most likely te he fuilfilled, when his
attention Jun livected while nt Batavia in 18C3 , after he had commenced

iz journey, o tho nossibilitiss of a greater advancement in the wilder-

st
o
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ol “raalorn Hew York, There was thenno botter place fo chtain ine
fermation of the tovto than at the office of the Holland Land Company.
At that offige st the age of tyenty fthree his nanly rresence, robust form
ani intelliigent inquiriss attracted Joseph Fllicott, the Chief Engineer
0f the Cowrany, ¥r, Illicott needed Juat such an enpginscer as van then
Willlisr feacock, The anttractions of the life <f an engineer .in the &m-
nlcynent ¢of that Zompeny, and ths vroszect ¢f the rich rewncsds that were

-

surs to cowe, ag they vere npresented to hir, changed his deterrination
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oreian country. He saw hils onrortunity
and lredistiely accertsd the situation cffered hirm,

He Torainoed with the Hellani Land Company seven years and diracied
and assislel In 1he subllvision of tho enbirze domain inte townshiing,
renzes any labn, Sz acourately ind carefully was that #ork dong, that
but few vairg eriant faults have woen Jeund wishdt, ¥hstewer of
auestions ond ldtigations nave arlsen, hove 2ore fror the liberality of
oy Tzwncy thoan fror wny dowipgn to Leaat The cuechasers of land

Al

unjustly,.  The voinstaking accursoey Lhdt wag lnsistod upon LEg hosn Q

surrrise te all the suwvevorg who hwve fellowed in vetracing b

e 3 % g d - 1 + ] < TV o . 1. * R -r -

apnll douw o Lt Mre, Poacock in Lhis worl hraverse
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ed the vhole aviint ol the doumndn siretehing from the Genegses Biver 1o

\

s westearn lindits of the @tate, anl from Lzke Cnteric to the FPoansylvania

3tote Line unon tnc acuth,  Ye shared the Jdanszre thaet were irncident Ho
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thia seveve labor, for ithare
The sayllite Sonsecns, who

thrt gere ermnloved
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these savages had not Losn ex-
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1 the domain was Jdivided inito counties and land offices yore
egtahlisned Tor the convenience of the seittlsrs in aach, that they
Misht be bottor served in obtaining their contracts ond dJdeeds, hither
ne came in 1810, anl becwuwe the trusted agent in the sale of the iands,
he f1ud se accurately and faivhfully surveyed, It is certain that was

not fhe Ticst fime he had beheld the nlace which should be scane of his

labors durins o long and useful life, for we find from the records of the
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zrliothint in 1200 he was the third purchaser of land in what has
vecoroa tno townoof Chautaunguna, The land he then selected was not how-
cver this aoite, It &aw woon lor 29, in Ransce 89, anad is the [irge rocord-
ed arreecination of thehasuties of the situatior of thie now fatous

~

uayidat o
CIEuvate s,

Vary Little ia znown of his ancestry save tolls Jdescendants,
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b osn henercnie unl Lis onportunities lor cducation hevter than those

enjoyed Lo L sreatest number of yeuth of his day, It can ps {=irly

inferred fros his dntontion te ~seek advaniomant in Hesd Oriegns, whore
oty dangneps o Lhen his gl tiee threve ware Jnousc. Ut e hat asguired

a noglaige 2f Spanisn and Frooch, amil nag veceives dhet was noidercd

in Hic tdme s Libezad aducatfor; An Pron e Dtriber fact it hoe acecent-
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ienlt gook of wan oons eseT Tu

satiasTactlon of hiy ewmloverg, it is niain that he hed hoen & liligent
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that Land of zupsed sefitlere, e feve Into vhic ccundy to rpuichase Lhe

M1 e it o vy ~ 3 ER S . B - T
cheay linds, thig positicn ne maintained Shrougheut = long 2ife | He
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the rrivstions and hardshina that were the incidents ol plonser 1ife,
Bafore hones could be made in the ferest, and the seil nrsnared for

the 1 roluction of lood; when thae sources from which money could he

%

chtained to nay taxes and purchase suppliss wers fron ths black szalis
roer ani the hounty »ald for wolf scapls; lr.

Teagncy aszisted in obtaining a rarket for the black salis in Zngland,
whither (hev wars transworted hy the reoute of the 8%, Lawrence River,

citiers
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wnars they wole rolined inte poourd ashes,  Afferwards shen the

had mode opanings in the forest and the native grasses alfTerded pastur-
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oon T catile, 10 was he, who sugrested
te sonl fror Aolland the progenitors of thess famows red cattie tha
riven in Iwrla over tho mountoing to the swarkess of Philadeinhia

I these cattle in Lhose uarkots
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conrivobled sreantly tu the predwmerity of the poinesrs, 67 lhe severo
harishdns of our {athers in the eariv dave we have but Iittlce conception
aroanreciation,  Bat few rerain who ‘heard theilr stevy at [irat hand,
1t isn row alwosl a lepend,

wnl gt distress andd suflering as our fatrers emiured should make

cte is not
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DT ce nan slasrarete antg oven causce ther tTo cormid uniaw

o

anerTiging, Tos gcetilers of Lhis county vers net (zeg fren thoe preju-
iges liat dnduce such acts, Triven to desperation zom: of ther had
o resson to halicve thes ovils czme from the uniust Lreaty ont Lhey re-
corvau Jror thoe Holland Tovul Compeanmy and a fev of toer, whe hovever daid
sanded toxather, rarched upen the office of
hese grounds, Acstroved 1t and madtilated the

czeoruE of the centracds by which they held their ferms iy the hope

Lad tiat rrocosding wonld ona the difficulty, and reileve taeir
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diatres: This outbreak was not
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thoy peraonally respsciod, bub i
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that »¢ has ext

It is

intended against lr, Peacock,
¢ tha othier counties, and cther
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ded to them, ant
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directed wr, Peacock, Hinrm
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that this wnlawful action w nod
The disaffection cxtended to the poopls
sttacked, That

t of all, Thossa

vho naviicingtied in the outbroak in this county rscon saw the {elily of their
conuct and repretiad their action. It is alluded to nov wmersly as ons

aof the incidents of- A county that had ite ending where we are now asséembl
e¢d,

The Iz Court House of this nty #ua hut a tervorary frave
structure, Load in ftz Jday fulfilied its rurnose, but 1t soon becane
incdequace Tor ine Musinces of fho soorda, Accewdingly uren the reiitdion
of citizens of tho ¢ unty ths Lesgialature in 1554, passed an ach dirsciing
the buileine 29 4 new subctential Court Housu, Tha Junervisors wore di-
rectst Lo assess ang eclliect the sum of S5200,.00 in five armwal instale
menus Tui itz exvection,

Theran G, Qavwhell, Tillda F o+ nlolatin Frendorsant vera
arrotinicd oorrdssioners 1o nreceed ith Lhe Bniliing, odhe nenoy was

— doanad by wha atate anl the work wes Dimedlately Logan,  Vovover cerfain
disaztisfied rersons, aucars wiom wad at least ens “von Jaraatewvn, oriticlze
Gl Ch7 0 Lner an schics lhae csaney had hean axuoented, an? clainos 1o whole
anTror tiation b Do G oonded unen the exbterlos, and fnot the nots of
the cor issioners Sendel 1o wivder “he counly o200 4 mors eLrensive
priading toan the agcossitios o7 the counly rasuired, with *he inlcatien
o prouobing e inbererts o vareiile al e orat of the county, The
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Roari of Zurarvvisows was arypoaled to, to retition ths hu*iqlmture to

rerove e, Poacock and Mr. Prendercast {rom the comrlsaion and

5]

a_rolnt 0lial Poote and Leverette Barker in their place, The Legisiaturnt

o

in considecing the matter 4id nod rerove the commisaleners, but instead

\,:
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re Ui pow the county to raise an additional sum of §4000. fo complets
the b iiding, anu placed Mr, Foots ani ¥r. Barker unon the commission as
additicnal remoers, whares thur ware in o minoxily, So was engendered

Jo ondad i the Fivst court house diflficulty in this county. There

thit old
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dAifTicultr of 1834, Hecently unom $he pronosed ercaticn of a better
onsLomoTe corrodious structurs, that 2 all hone to see ocouny the dte

1

LAt wai solected Tovr Bhie Court house in 1811, there arranvel to bo
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an srdication to the Losiglatinre
o Ve Esard of Supsrvisers,  The »oeople of the whole county b a few
drye conee laild cith rezodcing the corner slenc of the nsw edifice, It

. . s < . o ; . . . s e ae
1yoaow hered thot gll strife concerning thesite i- ended and tint the

oo cany il osteond Ter o 2ocentury the vride of a vyoscscous and
S S IR B B S TN
To luin eounty the olfforing of the land Tor sale camg veands of rugpod,
o siolvert rionzers, who sudued tho Torest,  Avone thon ranained Tilliam
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Prunconk, Jorcmost in ~lucation and inteldlectual atiainrants ang oculiu
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roet o that Lo owns cng of Lhen, nor decline to shoare thelr
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ponely [ore or i zrivation, Rolere ithe lasds 7ore roady Tor settlement
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Logovgnaorn teoware ol tho coumty, =lons the shore of laie Irvie, had
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ceger s tae rathvay of 1hs scens of (ernnectdent on thedr Journey fto the

Tve, In his seorh as gurveayor he had ssen tiese lravelers,

and anielly disceorned the sory of reople, who would come (o
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