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THE EARLY HISTORY OF FANAMA
willia;YJ. Howes

It 1s impossible to write an accurate account of
the carly cettlement of the village of Panama. Tradition
1s rnot trustworthy and written records hardly more so in
many Instances, 0Often the narrator contradicts himself,
or &t least seerms to when read by one of our generaticn,
Horaover, 1n & sketch of thls nsture 1t will not be goszidle
to mention many cutstanding individuals and events that
should have & part in the nsrrative, The plcture will
necessurily be incomplete,

It 18 common Lellef here that the village begun ‘5
on the hill, This 1s true in the gense that ths first con-
siderable development took place thevre, but so far zs I can
asgertain, Dr, 4, 2, Rlce, who wrote a history of the vil-
lege, i3 correct when he says that the first housss within
the linits of the corporation wers on tho Flat, In Febru-
ary, 1LZ1, there were two log houses ztanding in the val-
lef, one or. the site of the Cotisge Hotel, known to us as
tﬁf Skinnor house, occupnled by Elihu Wing; the other a feu
roeds north of the house on the wWilllam Danlels farm where
his father, tlearer Danlels, was living. Th£§7%el v the
recidence of Jamns Graves on the szme slde of the strest

near the cross roads or corporation line on the smth edge

of the villare,
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Probably in the summer of 1822, Samuel Tanner built
the next log house on the Flat, and in the same year Flea-
zer Wiltsie settled nobth of the Hill on the old Portage or
Wall Street Rosd where he reslided until his death, There
i1s no record of any settlement on the Hill up to this time,
or, Rlee mentions an ashery in the Gulf at an early date,
bullt by ¥, S, Cone and "r, Hood, some gix or seven stories
high, and that ¥lisha Cook so0ld sixty dollars worth of ashes,
the result of a whole winter's effort, This, by the way, was
about the only occupation whereby the early settlers could
obtaln money.,

A11 suthorities apree, however, that in 1823 a log
schoolhouse was bullt near the center of the Union Cemetery,
and that Jesse Gmith was the flrst teacher., John Steward,
his most noted pupll, walked two miles to attend this school.
The bullding was destroyed by fire in January, 1625, The
loss of the books was keenly felt as money was scarce, and
it' was only with great difficulty that they could be re-
claced. A& log hut was soon secured, and school resumed,

At the end of the term the scholars gave an exhibition to

show appreciection of thelr educational advantages. Apparently
1t was a literary feast in the wilderness. Sarah Farsh taught
the first summer term in 1070,

The next schoolhouse stood on the south side of the
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rond near the site of the FPanema Rocks Botel, and John
Stewerd taught there in 1£2¢ and 1é29. Joanna Glidden,
later his wife, taught the summer term., The Hed School
Houze wag the third on the Hill and stood bacl of George
Tewls's house, It was torn down in the lste '70's.
Later school hulldings were on the Flat, There was one
on South Street near the foot of the Roecks, now the barn
of Fr. /ilbert Wilson. It has been moved & few rods north.
of 1ts original lecation, EHorace Button informs me that
his father, lecon Putton, our well~known supervisor of for-
mer years attonded this school, There may have been a sec
school on Wesleyan Street preceding thes bullding of the
Union Schocl ¢t the heac of that stireet in 1566L(,

¥o one assoclated with the early history of “anema
was mors agpressive and versaetlle than Jesne Zmith, cousln
of Benjamin Smith, The former was contemporaneous with
James Prendorgaat and gssoeiated with hlim in the lumber
buginess as squyer, VWe road of Jesse Smith building a
hgtel in Jamestown 1n 181% where a New Yeer's Party was
held in the partially completed structure the following
vear, This bullding was on the site of the present Pirst
Rational 3Bank snd was sold to Tlisha Allen in 1816 vho
also uzcd it ac a store, YWe read, also, of Jesse Smith'sg
reading the Declaration of Independence at a Pourth of
July celebratior the same year, at which frendergaest pre-
sided, We are rot surprised, than, thet in 182l Jesse

Smith and Horatio Dix, with whom he had been assoclated
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in Jamestown, built a saw and grist mill vhere Issac Rob=-
son's planing and shingle mill stood within our memory.#

The grist mill made living much easier for the settlers us
it vrecluded the necessity of grinding by hand or bringing
In flour fro long distances,

A carding factory established about 1830 by John
Warc end David Moore stocd In the same- vieinity. It pro-
duced the gof't whilte rolls of wool thet wers apun and woven
Into material for garments and blankets for donestic use
ty the good moth-rs of the villege,

It is said that there was a dlstillery also in this
buay spot, This should ot be surprising as liquor was in
eomion use in those days, and not a few clergymen drank with
their parisionsrs, It was the excegsive use of llquor on
the 2art of too many individuals that led to the temperanoce
rofory noventents of that day.

delow the Zulf, across the road aboxt wWhere the
Holtink wund Eitc?ell furteral home now gtands was & dam and
& tzanery operated by Orrin Matthows, Bullt in 1.29, it wa s
onz of the largest in the stete and continued in operation
uncil {en bark became scarce in this vieinity,

Although the village first developed on the Hill, and
at one tline was & cross roeds hamlet of a score or more of 108

and three hotels with mills and shops, it had nate
dwellings
ural disadvanteges in competition with the lower settlement,
I huve discovered, szince writing this paper that a man by the
neme of thipple built the first will dam in its prosent loca-

tien and a saw and/or grist milJ ivhere RobsonVBper%ted. Leoney 's
map of 1354 substantlater this, 3“b%eﬂ“°“‘\1
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Heavy traffle developed from Jemestown, Barcelona, and Frie

to points south, and the Hill site was out of 1ts mah stream.
In 182k, ioses Cushman Marsh of Massachusetts, a Cuben

trader, who had become bankrupt as e result of the dishonesty

of scvuthern customers, sttled Iin the lower village to retri eve

hls fortune in g new land, Here he is scid to have built the

first freame house, opensd the first store, and guve the devele-

opri~nt the name of FPanema, 4According to the records of the

Inited "tates Post Cffice Department, he was made postmaster

at raneaa March 22, 1626, It 1s puzrling to discover licrsh's

movements, Go far as I can ‘@avcertain, Mareh first kept store

on the Flat but later may have noved to the H1ll, Perhaps

he had stores in both places, To me, the stories indlcate

that it was & turning veoint in the development of the villisge,=-

should a business swh locate psimapeatly on the Hi1ll or on

the Flat? Karsh wa- very active in village auffaelrs urtil hls

death in 1£23,

Hl1s wife was an elogquent speaker,
tther merchunts on the 11l sbonrt this time wvere ivas-

:
tuy f. Coue and Comvany, John Holbrook, sndrew St, John,
rice, Cowles and Conipany, end James Jasperson,

Jasnergon was g Canadlan, 8 men of superior sducstionsal
ettalnrents, but he was a fillure as a merchant becauge hia

goods were too expensive for the simple needs of the settlers,

He soon left Panama .
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Wonder 1s often expressed at the name of the village,
One story isg that there was a man living here who had re-
sided on the I-thnmus end was generally known as ranama Joe,
. natrral rivelry exlsted between H1ll and Flat that re-
vaeled 1tszelf even In regard to the naming of the village.
The resldents of the 111 wirhed to call it Sumithville
after the Smiths~ Berjurnin and Jessg the people of the Flat
“wanted the name Iswlston after another prominent ploneer
femily., As the meeting called to dilscvas the guestion was
abeut to break up in fubtility, if nothing worse, Fanama Joe
got the floor and sald that he had besn to the Isthumus and
thzt the reocks lLere weres juszt ithe same as there, i pro-
~0sed the nane of lanam& and zdded that the rocks uvould be
Irers wl1en all the digputents had passed away, His sug-
gestlicn prevalled, There is also a rumor that the name 1is
of Indlan origin and saculd be prénouncsd FPo-pgtemo,

“he first child bormn in the village was Taton, son
offBenjamin Jnith mentioned above; the next HMary L, , daugh-
ten of Noges Marsh, both in 1827.

In the zame year Jesse Cmith built a tavern on the
g8ite of the prasent brick hotel on the Flat, It wvas of
vood lth theo second astory nrojecting over the first, About
this: time Horace Gifford is said to have tuilt the fine old

tavern known as the Colcnial or Winsor Hotel on the site

waere rardee's garage now stands. It was a stuge coach stop
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and relay atation on the route between Jsmestown and birie
in the '30's, ¥lijsh Polley, vho later ran the o0ld hotel
dlagonally acrozs the astreet vwas one of the early stege
coach drivers,

John ¥, Pray of Fesex County, Newv York, came to Pan-
amg ‘n September, 1£31, With John Steuward and Tad Ward,
¢ fermred r pertnership and opened a stors on the carner
vhere initney % VWeod's Corage mow stands under the name of
J. I, rray and Company. Appsrently it wae about this time
thrt the exodun Treom the Eill to the Flat bogzgan, and the
village as we know it comenced to take shape, Three yvears
later, the firm was reorzanized and was kmown as J. H, Pray
% Brother (Tavid Pray), After another three years, it again
chanred randsg end was taken over by John Stcward and Daniel
"1igden who condueted the businsss for the next six years
(1&h3), The stere thon Lurned but was rebullt by Steward
vho coutined thz businest for 2 nunber of vears,

) In ths maantime, Ir, “r.y had reoad layr nder, Judge
fhner Iewrls and began thfs profession while still employved
witk hiz merceantils irter<sts. He was lrnown as Panama's flrat
lavwer, He was eclected to the logislature 1In 1847 and served
cne term, s partner, M, Stewvard, was also honored by pub-
Yle office, servinm as Sup=srvisor for ten vemrs and as monmber
of the legislature for the years 1lU63-16L,. The above men-
tioned Abner leowls, son of Rev, John Tewls, Panama's ploneer
minister for over sixty vears, was Cournty Judgo Trom 1GL47 to

IUS1 end member of Tongrass for two terws (1uli5-1hd),
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Ko sketch of early vlillage history would be coamplete
without some reference to the churches, Baptist and Methodist
proeachers were the first to administer to the aniritusl needs
of the community., They vere of the 1tinerant type, nreachling
vheraver the; might find plece and opportunity, mostly in
schoolhovses, These mon were rusged ambasssdors of the Cross,
They belleved that men haéd souls, that there is a hell, and
that it was thelr work to save the wicked from eternal pun-
ishment In its flomes., This bellef drove them to accomplish-
ments that to-day wonld be regerded as Impossible,  Through
falth they received the crown of glory end "their works do
follow them",

The first church in the villare war Peptist. U(rgane-
ized ir 117 at Bloclkville,where the first rolipgiovs ssrvices
in the Towmn were held, one of the centers of worshlp wes here,
an¢ in 183} some thirty-seven members transferred ond built
s chur~sh edlfice on tle Mgt which burned on Christmas Day,
1159, ‘Thedr oresent bouse of worship was built in 1860,

The ‘first na~tor vias Rev, Simroﬂ rowers; [sv, Falmer (ross
vas the next and »robably the first resgldent pastor,

The Methodist Church was organized in 1¢26 with six
meTthers, Jev, Havid rrecrton vas thelr first pastor, and
thelr bullding was erected in 1839, rreviously they had
wershipped in & log scheoelhouse on the Hill, and at a later
period in e frame bullding beiween the creek and the cresent
residence of R, O, Button. It might be well to explain,
however, that Samuel Gregg in his history of Hethodlsm states

that in 18202126 heverenda Horton snd Barris rode the old
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Chautaugua Circult consisting of thirty preaching appoint-
rients, Penems eppears on the 1list of those appointments
and receivec a vislt once a month on & Wednesday at 3 P.M.
These men might be regarded ss flrt pastors,

The Presbypterian Charech, now extinet, was orgenized
in 1530 by the Rev, Justin Marsh. There were five chorter
members and thelr pastor waas Rev, A, W, Gray. The chureh
odifice wa: not erected until 1uhé,

These churches all grew o be large aggressive ore
ganlzstions vhove membhors took a strong nosition for sobri-
ety, fresedom, and supnort of the TUnion. Many of their sons
Hled and dled 3in its defonse as witness the stones in el
the locsl ecemeterles,

It should be mrntiored that a society of Wesleyan
Futhodints wonte oxleted here and wovrahipped in a building 
cn the strest now bearing that name, ILittle is knewn of
their hiatory,.

Aong early physiciang, the first regular medical col-
15ée craduate vias Ir, Cornelius (rmes who received his merdi-

diploma from the Castleton, Vt., Medicel Collepge in 1832

e

Ca
and began hls practice here the next year. He becsme noted
for guec=ssful abdouinel surgery at 8 time when 1{ was belleved
to be fatal to open the hody for operations of this kind,

It 1s inter~sting to note that no diplame was re-
guired to practice medieinse before 31818 Anyone could call
hirself a doetor, and many did with little or no apprentice-

ship or "lectures” at a medieal institution,
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Another outstanding physician was Dr, Charles Parker
whose son David was an officer in the Union Army and, under
Gen, Grant, wacs in charge of the Army Post Office, After the
war he was United States Marshal of Virginia, He was the
author of an interssting book, "A Chautaugua Boy of 1361
and Afterward",

Doctors Johnson, Hood, Ransom, Peck, &nd Boyd were
othor early practicioners, Dr, Boyd was an army surgeon dure
ing the Civil War, ©Dr, Ransom, who lived In the second house
on ihe right below the bridge on South Street, prepered his
ovn medicines vwholly or in part fram horbs which he grew in
& botarmical gearden near his residence, These o0ld time dooce
torg, like the pioneer preachers, gave themselves wilthout
regerve to the velfzre of the neople of the comrmunity,
Nelther ths olemontg, nor the hour ~4 Aay or nicht, ror distance,
nor financial standing of the patient, nor physicsl condition
of the good doctor hlaself could ctay him from his mission,
There was no day off, and vacatlons were unheard ¢f. Theirs
was a sacrifioclal 1ife, and we trust they also have their re-
ward- at least dn grateful remembrance,

In 18&6Aﬁﬁu§Panama Herald, the first village news-
pe~n vas establlshed by Deen and Hurlburt, Steward and Pray
vere later proprietors, and the paper was continued until
158, These leiter men zmich hive been John Stevard snd J. H,
rray, oroviously mentloned, PLles of this paper are csta~
logued in the Prendergast Iibrary in Jamsstown, but diligent

gesaroh has falled to discover them, A later Penoma Harald
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was published by A. B, Hurlburt in 1879, perhaps the same
man referred to sbove, Dr, A, B, Rlece was a subsequent editor,
smong others, and the paper was published until 1899,

During this expanding period of agricultures and indus-
try, a Pelr Ground was located back of tho Tnion Cemetery.
The race track may atill be faintly traced., 7T remember as a
boy playing ball and akating on this old 3ite, Frank Haines,
a former patriarch of the village, sanld that he hesrd Horaoce
Greeley speak thare, lyidently it was the »lay ground and
gathering place for nublic exercises of the village,

Speaking of frame buildinpgs which began to displace
those of logs sbout 13830, ‘it would be woll to mention sorec of
tha fine old r~sidences for which Penams is especinlly noted
apd regarding vhich an Article with rhotorrapks armeared in

douse and Garden in Mmly. 19232, These honsges vere bullt in

what 13 ealled the Greel Revival style ef vhich the old Ormes
{or Ssipner) home 19 .hne best example. This houso was buillt
in 1633 wy John Capple wie alm built the John Steward house
(now the Catholic Chepel) whore pillesters aré used insteed
of the free standing colume, It ls soid that John Newhouse,
a carpenter of this village, vrobably over elghty tthen 1
Imew him fortv-six vears ago, could csrve one of the Ionie
columns so covmonly used in these houses out of a solid tree
trunk,

It 1s intercsting to speculate on the origin of thia
erchitectural style in Panama., 1 am of the opinion that it

wves o reflection of the state of oulturs here 100 years ago,
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It bespoke a Mmowledge of the Glory that was Greece, of
Childe Harold, of sympsthy for an op:.ressed people fighting
for freadom as Amaricans hed fought within the memory of men
at1ll living at that time, Indeed, 1t 13 said there was thought
of raising a regiment to ald the fGrecks.

Many tales of romance @ud adventure arc told of the
farions Panema Rocke, The most general cne iz that of the
counterfeliters who opersted in the caves and secret passages
found there, In the Jemestorr: Journal cf Mgy 19, 1922, tost=
master denry Guenther says thot, as a2 boy, he lived on ithe
Roeks farm whieh his futhber hed purchased at the close of the
Civil war, He knew every cazve and crevicoe and played in and
over the whole area, After the convietion of the couniterfeiters,
the boys of the neighborhood vsed to dig for buried treasure,
Nome was ever found, but he olaims to have ssen scme »f the
five-cent pieces and was not Impressed by the workmanshl; of
the ocvtleowe, ‘They hed 8 crulo stemp and & meltins pot =zueh ar
was used by the s~ldie re of thes Civil War., Ille regards the
courttrprelters an vouthful amateurs whe werc rcaclly apnra-
hended aftes att-mrting to pass thelr spurious coing on n
uarketing fermer, ‘moke lssulng from a crevice in the Rocks
dlgslosed %helr »laco of bhusiness, and the shoriff and his
posse took trem into custody. lHany belleve, however, that
it was rnot so aimple as this,- that a widgogigﬁfﬁfyinvolving
irdividusls in northern Fennsylvanias and western New York

gnd even the notorious Brady “gang of Neu York Clty éxtstéa s

in this vicl¥iity,
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In the '30's when Morminlsm was oreating great excite-
ment in these parts, Jamestown was quite a canter of the active-
ity of the Salnts, and they mede a .considereble number of ocon-
verta, It 1s rumored that the founder of the Boclety, Joseph
Smith, himself once sought out the Rocks as a place of medi-
tation, praver , and inspiration, and that the Golden Jate
wag so¢ named bscause of hl wvisionary propensitles. It is
moun vhat he visited this\vicinity, having married & woman

iving in northern lennsylvania,

It appears that one of the three hotels z2lways mene
tioned in accounts of the upper villaze stood near theso Rocks,
It is comnronly reforred to as 4, Smith's hotel, DBullt probe
ably abour 1830, it was in operation under the m nagenent of
M. L. Taylor between 1863% and 1840, according to his announce=-
mant of refiltting and reopening which was melled “rum FPaname
before stamps were In use.

The present hotel, sdcording to William Hosler and
walter [anner i:as bullt by A, B. Smith who wmov:d several bvuild-
Ings to this site and combined wnd rewodeled thert In the 1701s,
Gur hostess, irs, (ddy, oresent owner of the Rocks statss that
Reoreation Hall bears evidence of having been in existsnce in
1879, Rock Hotel is shown on an atlas map on this sits in
15381,

ranama was incorporated as a villuge by speclal act
of the legislature in 1461, It seams that Ualter GCessions,
who was tember of the State Senate, put through this apecial

law in honor of his home village, At that time it wa:z not
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without honor. Statisties of a few vecrs Yater show that
Fanama had eight stores, three shoe shops, two carrlage fac-
tories, two grist nills, s sawm mill, two planing mills, a
coontr shop, two cabinet shops,and four blacksmith shops.
range war o bustling, ambitious corrsunity as anyone would
Imav: Alacovered on any YWedresday~ butter day-, cr when a drove
ol a lmandrsd bavlizz cattle or a flock of blatiting sheen
valsed the dust of “he villlage streets, or a line of freighe
ters 2 half-rmile ing vascsed through from Barcelona to Titua-
viile and Qi1 Clty with aupnlies for that booming region,

anama was relnoorporated by the general village law

~
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T have zearcied In vain for any account of the organi-
zac_on, cwmilnances, or officlals of the venr of Its first
Ineor cruicion, Village rocords of this psrlod have been

lost or deztroyed. lov important and intoresting they would
be teo us »f te-dny, but e have only the haunting silense of
days teyond recoll.

The good ©13 days are done., The handeraft industries

Cr

T our fatrers, the fust-covared bawling herds, the long
strageling 1lne of fraighters, the bustling s)ops and tave
cria, o4 the sonmd ¢ -tazecnrch buile heve nasced into the
ehliivion 2f Torqotten years l-aving w3 wlth tho nostalpie
ardleszs of all our sc~czalled prozress, we

anve lost sowathing by the way,
St I R T S e s e A

irvesented at & meeting of the Chautaugqua County Historilcal
Society held st Panama Roeks aug, 6, 1949,
Original filed with the Chautauqua County Historical
Soclety in Westfield, N, V.
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sometimes verbatim or nearly so, from the followlng author-

Higtory of Chautauqua County, Young, 10577

#i{ntory of Chautauaua County, ¥dson, 1u9lL

History of Panama, Rice, 1483 in the Panama derald

Cenfiennigl Hdistory of Chautaugua County, 1504

Mstory of Chantaurna County and Its reople, Lowns andlé{giley,

Chautaugue County DNirecatory, I%milton child, 1473 k
I wish to thank ¥rs, Irnest Batton, tra, fufus at-

terson, rdas tiary Suiton, sigs Inez lfold-y, itre, UBetey leuwls,
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It 1s my intentlon to write the Wstory of -anama

gives Civil wer deys g3 I fird materisl and corvenience,





