Prepared ..... and read by Mrs.

at the Annual Meeting of the Chautauqua County Historical“vl

Society.....

OUR GRANGE,

"ot
Yo

P

e s el
1\L

Alfreda Voolley of

i
,

+ i

Jbﬂut' - o

11 .~ = I‘a

5 Dol ,‘;("“hm, T AR TN

Mayville New York

.
d
~‘I"\’,h
I

. , ’"j l"
o

L)

[IRE
ey

S

n

€

e .
. g’
_’%‘"'rd‘% Y

PR
et

,

rely .

.

Ry

.. ’ ‘S;.

‘ - Lat
L
]

Octobar 8, 1951

¢ b s,

1
4
H

1 e *
LR S I I

-

e el s . :
e '??“Js:l,'“"-‘. | o

] !
- 1 ; - .

Hamle ,'

i
.
o
[
.-,
B [N }‘ %f
- L] i ‘lr
. i
r. 1 '"]'
.
i .
g
L ' .I
T
FR
i
g i
'
+ roe
. L
s
[ S
e
s E
- P
A
T
t L ve 4
o -
¥ ]. !
Pt
R
i ‘l
'
s
.
[
IR
, 7' , LA
- . e e
- L A L
[ ,l‘ i



N
/

OUR GRANGE.
By Alfreda Woolley. 9,6. I95I,

It seems appropriate to=day for us to get a better backgroung up-
on which to base our thoughts that we review briefly a bit of Grange
hiatoryo

We ahall look back into the history of our country,and recall the

yearl86S which brought to close the great Civil war, & confllet that

had torn asunder this great land of ours and inflicted upon the people
of the Southland great losses in property, as well as the strong feeling
0f hatred toward the people of the North,

In the year I865 a wan named Oliver Hudson Kelley, an employes of

the Dept. of agriculture, was sent intc the Southland by Issac Newton,
then U,S. Commiesioner of agriculture,to envestigate agricultural cone
ditions and to report back to his ehief as to the conditions of agri-
culture and its neesdg among tho States that had suffered most severly
from the woes of warfare,

After one year,Nr, Kelley returned to make his report to his ehief,

Upon the return of this trip Mr,Kelley made suggestion to his friends
that a fraternity of farm people might be organized embracing within its
folds the Rorth and South, Purposes to reunite the people, healing
the wounds caused by war, In his many diseussions with his friends,he
interesed 31x other men, whom with Mr, Kelley became known a8 the seven
founders of the order of Patrons of Husbandry-{Our Grange."

It 1s interesting to note all of the seven founders, with the ex-

ception of one yere employed by the PFakteral goverment un Washington.

William Sandersi Ghosen thefirst Master of the National@Grange was

supsrintendent of government experimental gardensand grounds at Washington,
one of the Nations best landscape gardener.S

William M.Ireland, First treasurer ®as chlef clerk in finance de-

partment of the Post Office department,

Dr. John Trimble,one secretary wasan Espiscopalian clergyman and

engaged as a clerk in the treasury department.

Rev. Aaron B.Grosh- firet shaplaln was a retired Univeralist minister

who was elerk in agriculture department,-

Oliver Hudson Kelley, clerk in same department and later.in Post Office

department. /

John R. Thomson, veteran of Cival war , employed byLTroaaure dopt.

prancis M, McDowell,the 7th founder who was only founder, Hot a

resident of Washington, was a frult farmer of Steuben county,interested
in the Grange movment through Mr. Saunders attending a fruit falr near
MeDowell's home, :

The first formal meeting of the founders was hela Nov,I5, I867,
Many names for this organization was suggested,

It was decided on Patrons of Husbandry or the Grange,-the name
Grange being taken from the 0ld English farm estate known in that time
&2 a grange,

Dee, §,4,1867,18 now regarded as the birthday of the order,

The first grange to be organized by Father Kelley was Fredonia
Grange No.l, in curChautauqua County in our own New York State Apr.l16,I1868,
Women were given equal particlpation in:its mysteries, its instruetions
and its benefits.-Equal voice init eouncils and share with her brother
its mostexalted honors.
Althou it was in April 1868 that the first subordinate grange was
organized in N.Y. state, it was not until Kov.8,I873 thatrepresentatives
of the 2I subordinate granges met at Syracuse to effect a state organization
in K.Y, state,

First state grange was orgsnized in Minnesota, Feb,23,I1869,

u ¢an read ge that Grnnseu were being organized very rapidly as
thers were on}; 518?!3800 8t & provisional meeting in Novenbor,ang at the
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first annual meeting following March thestate Master George Hinkley reported
164 granges in the state,

Glznfn interesting to note that Fredonia Grange holds the dlstinction
No other grange in the Nation holds,that of furnishing Two state Masters,
George D.Hinckley and Sherman J,Lowell and one National Master,Mr.Lowell,

The first state Master served for a little more than 4 years$ At the
end of his administration there were 12,000 members, 409 grangees in the
state,
It wae Auring his term of office thst the State grange became in-
sorporated and plans were made to echange the County Councilsfg to our
Pomons Granges, At the end of his term, there were I2 Pomona OGranges
organized in tne state,

At present we hgve a total membership of 6,922 in Chautauqua County, with
34 granges and one Pomona grange, there are approximetely’905 granges in
the state ,=-5% Pomona granges in the state over this period of years,

The grange 1s unique smong the institutions which seek the benifit
of the open country,

It i1s a furm:gs organization, a soclal, educational and economie
force plus & neighborlt and eommunity building agency.

It places emphasis on moral and spiritual idealism, It 1s 2 frate
ernity with a beautiful ritual, it builds ;it helps,it definds rural 1lifes
It 12 truly the farmers best friend,

The grange 1s progressive, permanent, alert, always on the jJob; It
is the oldest and largest farm organization in America, and the only
fars fraternity in the world,

Stnce I867 the grange has exerted z highly valuable infl uence in
community development and ilmprovement; This organization is interested
in ochurches, schools, roads, playgrounds,Marketingfacilities and every
other agency that makes for a satiafying community life.

To carry this out, over 3800 grange halls have been bullt; These
are the logical community centers where marketing sssociations,Dalry
improvement, Poultry, Hortieulture, Livestock and similar activities, 4N, Fut:
Future Farmers and extention meetings&etc, whers farmers meet to promote
the intereste of thier ealling,

Soclal and eduetional aetivities by the grange are invaluable: They
promote stability, frindleness and pride: a live working grange hag an
actual money value to the community where it exists.

The grange 1e compoeed of courageous determined flghting souls, who
&re confldent that rural conditions can be lmproved, who know how to
improve them and who invite all interested in agriculture, in rural
welfare in village and town improvement to get into the grange and build
it Into a still stronger orgenization,

The grange door swings inward to ally who believe that farmer{k®home
should be the brightiest and happiest plase on earth™.

The grange was the first youth movement in Americs sand has been &
constant training school for young men and women,giving them eonfidence
in themaelves and assuring them the support of theilr elders,

Every well conducted grange gives ite hegrty support to the churches
in 1ts locality, regrdless of creed, backs up the publie school, aidse
inthe training of youth,
the f;or{ 5rag§e Beeting 18 opened with an invocation and s salute to

erican Flag,

A portion of the &ues paid by the local members goes to the state
grange and a smgll amount to the Nationa}l grange,

Thru econory and hardwork our organization has secured results
of great value to farmers everywhere,
The grange has lived over 80 years, The grange springs fromthe

g;:as rootes and growe and serves from the bottom up, not from the top
N,

There are fivelogical steps that make the grange ldeally suited
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to serve agriculture,

Juvenile grange takes care of the needs of those incommunity under
fourteen years of age and ie a valuable sid in the training of rural youth
for maximum ueefullnees.

Subordinate men and women admitted on equal terms, boys and girles
overfourteen yesrs of ageo Subordinate elects its own officers and
controleite own affairs in locasl matters; tha mambersghip fee 1s gmall and the .
dueg are light, compared with other organizations; subordin ate 1s known
as fourth degree members, 8

Pomona grange 1s usually made up by subordinate granges in given countle
It is next ritualistic step after subordinate and composed of grange
memberse in good mtanding who have taken the Pomona degree ,known as the
fifth degree, Thigu unit is primarily intersested in Ciunty affeairs
and in developing ritualietic, soclal educatlional and legletive programs,
ln s county wide way.,

State grange is a8 delegate bady composed ofrepregenthtives of
subordinate and psmona granges; Inaddition to looking after the aducational
and fraternsl interests of tnhe organization,the state gnange is the 1deal
agency to safegard the farmers intereats in taxation, marketing and
legiatation; At a annual session of state grange ,the 6th, degres 1ig

confered and state program for agrigulture is adopted,

National grange 1 8 alao a delegate body;: It is the parent branch

of the order of Patrons of Husbandry and one which defends the farmers
interests in National leglelation; besides proving agriculture leadership
1n the acheol, economlc and cooperative aspects of rural life; As the
spokesman of the milliones of ernest people who dwell in the open country,
the natiocnal grange 1s often snd effectively heard,

€he dagree confered is the geventh, The highest degree in the grange,

In *2ad7lig grangs hicstory, I1{ reveesls the fact that every President
of tha United States from Ulysses S.Grant to FRanklln D.Roosevelti has
Deen “riendly to and endorsed the work of the grange,

Some of the granges accomplishments thru legistion have been

Regulation of Putlic utiiltles, Department of zgriculture,

Rural mail Delivrey, Parcel Post, Popéal Ssving banke, Agriculture
College, Esperiment etstions and researcheg, Exeention ssrvice anad
vocational sericulture, pPure seeds, conurscle orcontageous digeases,
Protection of wild life;, Agriculture in Public schools, Consgervation
and Forestery, Tarlff legistion, Agriculture adjestments, Oontrol
of Inflsvion, Farm eredit, Better anigaways, Inlana waverwsys,
Invernamvionnl inmuvivuve oY Agyicetulture, Mural elwcvritication,
Immigration, Federal crpp Insurance, Wool producta labeling sct,
Livestock theft act, Preserving American Institutlions, Soll eonservation,
3range Insurance,fire, lighting,wind Life,Auto and Liablility and many
more,

The first regulsr ceilegate session o1 tas Wational grange was held
at Georgetown D.C. January I873, five years after the first definite gf
steps toward the creation of tne new farmers frzternity,

The votling body at that sessicn comprised of 2% men and 4 women,
and ae previocusly enumerated eleven state granges gad been orgsnlzed,

Shall we Tirst agk ocurselves what 18 the grange? Who makes up
1ts mambersghip? What can we do to give the grange its p¥opler place
in the fleld of agriculture 1n future,

We you and I are the grange membership and we give 1is prover place

in the [ileld og agriculture,

] The grange shows lts interest in the affalrs o *‘he ztate snl the

fatlon, It develovee 2 workadble and prscileal program that fumn
reorle follow and work for,

The 2¢riculture {s desperately !n ncel of such procramns as the

gra can, furnigh
O8E .08 15 06 Better place on earth then the Iark howe,
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The gr:zng3 =3 24 Organization revPrisents tne nome, man,¥ife and
their children; The foundatlon i our o der wissly made thisprovision
Years ago and we still carry on toeday, with that same thought always
keeping in mind that we need the teachings and the training of home life
80 important even yet today,

L a great many granges have thelr own homes, others rent their meeting
place,

Grange creates & better neighborly feeling among 21l people,
Certainly it is a big problem all natione are facing today,

If natlons continue to ltve together on this earth, they must be
more nelghborly than they have in the past and we can easily that same
thought to ourselves,

The grange eventually leads to lncreased membership, which 1s ancther
step in bullding for the futurez a great many times appeals have been
made to increase membership, bul have often wondered if our membership
felt we were dolng so just for the sake of bulldlng in numbers; certainly
there 1s strengh ino numbers and we shall contlnually strlive to add to
our membership, but the msln purpose in promoting increaced membershilp
is nol that of lacregesed members alone, but to bring more fsrm people
1nvo our orgenizationg 80 Lhat they may recleve the benifits of our order;
We boost of 2 large members hip in the Emplire State, do #e all rovellize
thet we only have about on# wmember per farm in the rhole siale?.

We take in consideration that a great many of our members live in
villegee, even some in clitlesy It 1g lwportant thel we work towsrd Luls

g&nal, if we are 10 bring the grange to all farm people,
u the lecturers programe wWe are real service to agriculture,

- n
a 8°°3 iecturer stimulates interest in each subordinate grange,

These learders egpecinmlly urge and encourage the young and the
d1ffent to become readers,writers and spesakers, develope and to direct
to greater usefullness,the latent abllities of the fellow members,

It hasbeen gaid"that more people have lsarned to think on their
feet, in the grange than in any other organlzstion,

The grange has been and will continue to be a school out of schodl
and 1t seems to me, we have developed thlg, asking wmore & mcre indlviduals
to prticipate in our meetinge,thet we heave developed individual thinking
people and wlll take part in bdullding & betiter agricultural future,

Ve who are the leaders today, must bear 1n mind that our offices
w1ll be taken cver by others in the future,;someone else tomorrow wilth

ne# ldess, Will take our place; They will cerry on whers weileft of?f
aad will, like ue, make peges of granges Nlctory; what those pages will
be and what they will contain, to a certaln extent depends upon what we
today gave to those who will be the leaders of tomorrow,

For a whijc today,I have attempted to bring ideas to you on our
grange.

It 1s a pteasure to go back into our grange'past, and dig out
the pages of accomplishment of those who have preceeded us: It 18 an
inspiration to know that years ago our members planned so wisely, for
thier future and for the preseht timeyin which we now live,

We must not rest on past laurels, but press forward ;squarely
meet the conditions,we surely will meet,

We have leaders in almost every community, and 1t 1is up ﬂﬁ to us
to train that laedership to advance the programs we deasire to have put

into actual oparation,
Let us, agaln review the accomplishments of the Flunders of our

order, keeping in mind the sacrfices they faced; they labored hard
{0 make an ideaz a reality; We must make that reality 2 permanent
Instidtution in the 11fe of rural America.
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Hon.WNalter Cornell Gifford,. of Busti Township.
born May 8, 1829, 2 /907 c&- §O-
Member N.Y.State Assembly,,, 1891 -,1892
Charter Members Union Grange; Jast Very active
Master N Y. State Grange. etc. Farmer. ‘
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Wife,.. Eliza Cornelia Robertson,;Gifford.ﬁ Aug 4, oo
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cw.o 4 Mrs, Gifford very active “in. Grange.§Woman Suffrage
WCTU, held” many ‘offices. Wrote many articles and
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sorry, I have no record of the de ths of the
Nalter Giffords. T
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