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INTRODUCTICOH to "new Sweden '88" - A Prelude",

Presented by Gerald Heglund
at the April 16, 1988 Meeting
of the Chautaugua County Historicel Society

at the Salvation Army, Jamestown, New York

During these days in April, their lajesties, King Carl XVI Gustaf and
Queen Silvia, are attending functionsin New York City in observance of the
350th enniversary of the landing of the Swedes at Delawrre.

L

Scme weeks ago, your Program Committee invited & few of us to focus
attention, very, very briefly, on the sccomplishments of the Swedish immigrants
to Jarestown, as a salute to the netional celebration., We ere grateful for
this opporitunity for we believe that our Swedish forefathers have made a dif-

ference in the establishment of cur native city.

Reflecting on some of the choracteristics displayed by the Swedes over
the decedes, yes, centuries, one observes that there is certeinly a love for
singing; end if it is .in marching tempo, all the better. A favorite, for
many yeers, is one vhich is tsught in Grade School in Sweden - Hiking Song,
known in Swedish as "Vi G&r Over Daggstlinkte Berg", the English trenslation
being found on the back of your progrems. In recent yesrs, the scng has
been found in English tronsletion in elementery school music books throughout
our country - and, there have bteen a few chorael arrsngements of it, es well,

Iisten to the melody and then let's all join in,

The morning is bright a The night shadows slowly

and we're gay, Fal-La-Ra ! close in, Fg-La-Ra !

Ue are happy to be out Welre so tired, we don't know
this lovely day, Fe-1-Ra ! just where we've been, Fa-La-Ra }
lie stride along with esase, We stumble thro' the door;
cherming iirds out of the trces we are weary and footsore,

&E ve sing th SOngs we please Butisvs'l} sppereng.chorus more
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A love for singing was not the only facet of heritage which the emi-
grants brought with them. They reveeled & faith which ensbled them to sur-
mount countless ohstacles: 1- they brought with them s discipline of excel-
lent vorkmanship; 2- an unflagging determinction to become good Americans
and 80 become builders of e young netion whose potentlael they sensed as
limitless. Their genuinely, deeply-rooted faith in God provided the much-

needed stabilization in the implantaticn of their transplanted rcets.

Ve may ask: VHY did they come to these shores and WHY did they settle

in communities such as Jamestown?

... During the years 1853-1925, over & million Swedes { 1, 139,189 to be ex-
aét }, had emigrated fror Sueden ‘to the United States. Digsatisfied with
their lot which seemed to prowise only rore doses of the same deily monotony,
year after year, the Swedes became easy prey for the colorful description which
were contained in letters from the early emigrees, certainly exaggerzted more

of ter than not, These were called "Amerikabrev" ‘or letters from Americe.

Robert Wright, author of Swecdish Emiprant Ballads, points out in his Introduct-

icn that a character in Vilhelm Moberg's ihen I Was A Child observed a special
meaning in the word ‘'Amerika'. Dropping the vowel "a", one finds two Swedish

i
words: 'mer'! and 'rik', which literally means more rich.

Two fanciful impressions are recorded by Sweden's Nobel Prize authoress,
Selma LagerlSf, in her book Mrbacka, the name of her stately mension in the
countryside of Vﬂrm%and. She relestes of a crofter saying, "you've only to
hit a rock with your stick and the rum will come spurting out," (In America)
you don't have to do dog's work at a menor, you'lve only to go to the woods
and pull off an srmful of leaves, and then you can buy yourselves whaotever
you vant," Fanciful, yes, but the tillers of the soil chose to believe
these tales for they gave them hope in their unbalenced economic structure

- more -
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which left no room for them becoming anything else but tillers of the &oil.
They wanted and needed to belleve that somewhere there was a better way of

life., America seemed to provide the snswer,

The young men of Sueden lesrned thet citizenship wes gronted asutomatic-
g1ly to &1l soldiers enlisting in the Union Army, As emigrents increased in
numbcr, recruiting agents decided this would be & good chance to pressure
them into enlisting on board the ships., The American Consuls in both Sweden
and Norvway did not feel it beneath their position to tempt the Scandinevians,.
After the passing of the Homestead Act in 1862, the Americen Consul in Bergen

translsted it into Swedish end more bait wes plsced on the line of temptstion,

Sometimes, & U. S. agent would prorise Lree passage to America or grant
the emigrent the opportunity to pay the . cost of passage through an sgreement
of labor when the emigrant reached these shores., Dr. Bergstrand, in his ex-

cellent chapter on this subject to be found in the Sapa from the Hills noted

thzt this was the "pull" from this side of the Atlantic - the "push" care from

unhanpy circumstances on the other side of the Atlantic = in Sweden, ¥

The working closs was disenchanted with the morel climste found arong
i
the members of the upper class in Sweden, Alcoholism had made strong inroads
on society, in both the poor and the rich gstratas of society. An ective tem-

perance movement lent some impetus for the decision to emigrete.

Dissatisfaction with the 5tate Church ebounded. Those in dicegreement
]

** Dr, Vilton &, Bergstrend, former pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheren Church in
Jamestoun, N, Y., is author of the opening chapter in Saga from the Hills en—
titled, "What Brought the Swedish Immigrents to Jamestown?" A former Netional
Yeuth Uirector for the former Augustana Lutheran hurch of Americs, he was pas-
tor for 20 years of Holy Trinity., While there he was recognized (four consecu-
tive yecrs)by the Freedom Foundation st Valley Forge, Pa., for his outstanding
patriotic sermons, perhaps the wost prominent teing "Our Fleg Speeks,"
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cott ond ostracism, loss of jobs, sometimes imprisorment end exile, In 1873,
a law gave full religious freedem. 1Vhile the intensity diminished, dissatis-
faction prevailed. lieligious revivals sprang up, some of them fostering a fana-
tical ettitude towerds life and to fellow men, This attitude gave impetus to
a band of 1,500 in SmAlend, to emigrete vith Zric Jansson to Illinois where
the communistic-styled Bishop Hill Colony was established end which eventually
disintegrated because of the philenderings of the leader, In recent yeers,
this colony has ‘been restored znd is nou a tourist sttraction. It is the resi-
dence for the archives of the Veosa Order of America, the lergest Swedish-Ameri-

can fraternal order in Arcrica.

By the letter pert of the 19th ceniury, the Swedish Governmenl registered
. corplaint to the U. S. that it "ecould not econdone solicitation of soldiers
by U. . Consuls in Sweden!, And the Government officials did, indeed, make
it difficult for those wro decided to emigrete, For quite a leong period of time,
the emirrent had to show a pestor's certificate of charccter which hed to be

stemped by the police. One emigrent, who was to beccme a governor of Minnesots,

vas oblifed to pass an examinetion in Yible History snd Catechism.

While 1t wes difficult to leceve the country, the voyage itself bordered
on the trfumatic. \lhen the steamships ceme into existence in the early 1870s,
the crogsing was a trifé less difficult. In the plague-infcsted schooner, emi-
grants were crowded into small aress, oftentimes, Eeving ﬁj;zmaln below deck
because of turbulent veather, Usually, the emipgrants in the 19th century, car-
ried food with ther vh-ch, inveriebly, consisted of dark rye bresd, salt pork,

¥

dried fish end meet, When coming eshore, many emigronts were robbed for there
wvere no secuirty pucrds posted at port of entry, Some abuses, we are told,

vere corrected in the riddle of the 19th century wvhen the stste of Neu York

tool over the control of irmigrrtion.

For us, locally, ue ere interested in s small band of Swedish immigrants

-ij0ce -
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who hed been robbed and did get ss Tor as Buffalo in August, 1846, Inventory
of resources emong them totalled twenty-five cents., They could not preceed
further. Uith thet amount of tuenty-five cents, they bought scme bread
and sausepe for the ten of them (two frmilles and two unmerried men)., They
hed to find work in order to contiue their journey to Illinois. hr. and I'rs.
Germund Johnson 1a{t their two deughters, Louise, ¢, and Josephine, 7, at &
public home in Buffalo. When they rcturned a few months later, they found
that their dsughters had bec'me indeniured servents, which zs you Ynow meant
thet thev would work for a family until they were. 18 years old. The older
daughter was with the Thomas Struthers family in Warren, Pa., and the younger
resided vwith the Robert Falconer femily in Sugar Grove,

<

The concerned perents walked the 90 miles from Hemburg, M. Y., through
the wilcderness to visit their daughters, Happily, they found thot the girls
had excellent homes, They fell in love with the countryside for it resembled
the prrt of Swedsn from which they come - Hesselby or Hessel Valley. They

remained a year and purchosed a tract of lend, Then, they returned to Buffalo.

Among those who had remained in Buffslo was a Samuel Dehl who had journeyed
westwerd to check out the situction of the area where the group hed originelly
intendedito fo. Upon his r-turn, he told of the poor drinking water which mede
o deen‘impression on tﬁe little colony of Swedes which had now inc;essed by at
Je- st eipht new arrivals, The Germund Johnsons told of the abundence of springs
with freshest and purest of water es well as lorge wooded areas from which they
conld obtain lumber for bulldings, berns, and houses. They elso spoke enthusi-

’

estically of the lekes in the area of Bouthwestern New York and Northuestern

Pennsylvania. The groun voted to head southwerd to this region.

The tuenty Swedes beceme the founders of the cormunity known as Chandlers
Valley, In 1856, they organized a church, nemed, appropriatejy, the Hessel
Valley Tutheran Church. This chuich was, in time, to hsve s Swedish pastor,

- Dore -
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the Rev. Jones Swensson, who would serve also the First Lutheren Church in

Jam~stown, which fa¥alsc orgenized in 1856,

Among the eerly Swedes was 18-ycer old Johanna Cherlotte Johnson who
ceme to Jamestown on June 9, 1849, end found employment in Falconer, N. Y,
with the Patrick Felconers. In time,she met Anders Frederick Peterson,
better known zs Frank Peterson. They were married lNovember 18, 1852 in the
Americsn Methodist Church in Jamestown. When the First Lutheran Church was or-
ganized in Jem stoun, they becore pillars of that church. They were the pater-
ne) grondpartents of lrs, Marguerite Hultquist, whose husbind, Earle O, Hult-
guist, was the president of the Jamestown Royval Upholstery Co. for several
Sucades. (This fu. ~iture monufscturer remeins one of the very few in this

area, still known for its excellent furtniture products).

As previously noted, the Rev. Jcnas Swensson served es pastor of both
the Swedish Lutheran congregations in Jamesiovwn and Hessel Valley, Swensson
was a well-educated pestor who sometimes valked and soretimes drove 2 horse
and buggy betueen the two churches ~ a distance of ab~ut 1/ miles. It is told
thot before the First Luthersn Church was built iIn Jamestownj the Swedish
settlers walked the distance of 14 miles to ottend worship services at Hessel
Valley, ! At Christmes tire, they wonld rise at 22.m. on Christmas morn to
valk this disisnce to be ammng those raising their voices in the traditional
chor:le sung as the opening hymn of the Julotta Service (Christmas Matina).
"Yar h#1sed skdna morgonstund?is krown in ifls English transletion as "A1l Hail

to Thee, O Blessed Morn,"

During Postor Swensson's relatively short pastorate, & son, Carl Agron,
vwas born in Chandler's Valley. Carl seemed . destined to becore one of the

outstanding oioneer leaders in the Augustans Synod, later to known as the

Aupustana Lutheren Church of America. It was Cerl who initiated the moverent

- LOore -
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to build Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas, and it ves he, who with his
wife, Alma, orrenized the Messish Chorus ot the collepe, whose merbership
includes town folk as well es college faculty and'students. This Chorus has,
over the decades,becrme vorlid-scclaimed for its performences of Hendel's

"The Messiah" on Palm Sunday and Easter Sundsy.

In recent ycars, the days during Holy Week fectiure concerts by fanocus
singers and instrumentalists, some who sometimes appesr as soloists in the
Mlessiah" performances. If one visits Lindsborg et this time of yeer, a
visit to the Birger Sendzen Memorial Art Museum is a "mst." Sandzen was
hired to come from Sweden to teach Art and to assist with the oratorio pre-
§entation. He often appecred @s tenor soloist. Sandzen's lithographs can
bé fecund in several Jamestown homes, incidentally.

The Swenssons received thelr inspiration for the "ﬁkssiah" presenta-

tion from hesrinpg the premiere performance by the Augustana College Chorus

in Moline, Illirois, a neipghboring town of Hock Island,

Of local interest in this inspiring presentstion is the fect thst the
late Samuel Thorstenberg, uho served Iirst Iutheran Chirch, 1909-34, as orga-
nist-choirmester, was;for eleven years, director of the Messish presentetions
at Rethahy College where sonetimes he assumed the role of bass soloist. On
April 30, significantly, the Jamestown Choral Society, which he feounded, will
present a Semuel Thorstenberg Memorial concert with a performsnce of Mendel-

ssohn's "Elijah,"

| ]
Other educationa) instltutions built by Swedish immiprants include,

of course, Aupustana Collepe, the first college to be built by Swedish inmi-
grants in the yecr 1860, Yustavus Adolohus College in St, Peter, Minnesota,
Unsala College in Ea<t Orange, New Jersey, Iuther College ( a Junior College

ebsorbed by Midlend College ) shoo, VNebraske, which is the alma moter of the

- more -
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world-renowned Suedish-American, Dr. lNoward Hanson, who was the first director
of the femed Eastman School of Musle in Rochester, New York. He waes known es
an outstanding educotor, conductor, and comnoser. The members of the Swedish
Iission Covenant Church founded Horth Perk College in ghicago and the Swedish

Bantists founded Bethel College in St, Paul, lMinnesota,

I'umerous hospi.als carry the name Suvedish Hospitel, aronpg them being one
in Chicrpo and anolher in Minneapolis, Aupustana Lutherens founded Bethphege
Missiop, 2 liven for the handicerpped and rildly emotionellr-disturbed petients,
end olso Dercrrness Insitute ond lHosnitel in Omshe, Nebreska. Jemestown's own
Gustevus Adolphus Children's Home, wiich celebrrted its Centennial two yesrs ago,
wes first superintended by John Suensson, brother of Carl Aaron Swensson, and
his vife, lprie,

It is interesting to note that the Lutheran colleges I have mentioned
2l have & world-lonored trodition of superb choral singing, Perhaps, this may

tell vou sorething sbou the Swedes' love for singing,

lany songs from the homeland hcve found their way into the chorsl and
voerl literature of America, One of the fevorites is the pleintive melody
which c¢-nveys the love of the notives of this province rich in folk lore end
chivelry, - VAmland, The song is entitled, "Ack, VMrmelend du “V8na." There
ere those who regard it cs Sweden's second nctional anthem. Totey, we uwill
herr it played s 8 trurnet solo Iy Hereld Olson end you uill note the melan-
choly besuty widich it possesses. ( The Suedish end English trensletion of

the firet and Tnst ®tenzas is read at this point ),

(Folloving the musical selection)......And now, three other sneskers
vill core to the lecturn to shere some of their thoughts on their sssigned
subjccts, YFebel Anderson is one of our fire principals from the Jamestoun
schools, nou retired, Pavl Johson is on nttorney associrted vwith the lew of-

- nore -
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fice of John I. Sellstror, Suedish Consul in Jamestown.

Jennie Vi merstedt is the veteren journalist from the Post Journel

vhere she chrolked un o record 48 yorrs os reporter plus another two years

vith thn Cffice of iler Informrtion ir leeu Yeork City and the Led Shield Club

in Philrdelnhis during Vorld HWer II, She is one of two American women vho
i

hes roceived the Crder of Vesa med in recogniticon for her contributions
g

to the Swvedish-Americon community here in Jamestown,

I3 320

Later in the program, beceuse ihe participants hed run over the alloted time,
&ireport on Jemestown-bern artists and Swedish-Americon artists born in Sweden
wes plven in utnost brevitv,  These‘included Hugo Nicholson, Flwer Holmberg,
Elof Tundgren, Cerl Lindblad, and Birger Hslvarson, Of especial interest,

neturelly, was reference to Roger Tory Peterson and Cecile Liyden Jolinsen,

The social hall sl the Salvction Army leont itself well to the hanfing of re-
productions end pzintings by these professional and mmazteur articts which olso

included an originsl hy Gerszld Heglund,

The prog;am closed with btho singing of Lhe hymn, indigenous of &1l Swedishe
Awericon congrep. lrons thruu hovt the United Statos end other countrics where
Swedish emiprarfls settlcd — "Tryrgare Kan Ingen Vara" (Children of the Hesvenly
Fether). Also included wos an English trenslaiion of "HHlss dem DYrhenms"

(Groetings to the Homelend) by Heglund,





