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(Head'by Louis McKinstry before the Chautaugua County

.. ‘Historieal Society in Mayville. Thursday, August 24th, 1911.)
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" Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I deem it vproper that this subject should be assighed to a

Fredonian hecause it was for many years our village title w0 its

mbst widespread famse. As carly ss 1821 s nuanher of stores, the
hotel and & dwelling or two, in Fredonia, were illuminated with
netural gas, and ours wasg when the only town in the world that was
thus 1lighted. Sc¢ famous was our little hamlet in this respect thet
it.was noted in Wells' Chemistry, a standerd text book for many
vears,and as late as 1358, when I attendsd Fredonis Academy, there
waé one guestion which the chemistry clase could always answer
prompily. The tescher would smile and ask ! "What village is
illuminated with natural gas?" and immsdiately & mighty chorus
would come from the whole class, some fairly shouting: "Fredonia,
Cheutaugua County, New York!'" )

The first well that was sunk to collect and uwtilize the gss

tha{ had be=n discoversd bubbling up through the waters of Canadsway

¢reek, was close to the Main Street bridge, and a vwrp to Keep it
clear of water wss Kept slowly moving by a shalt fwom the machinery
of the grist mill near by. That ges well wee one of the sighte of
the town and citizens cften tcok their pguests to it. I remember

when T was a small boy seeing one day. & band wagon full of veople
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alight by the bridge and go down thé%?hpk wiiile their host, Mr. H.
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A. Buck, went inte the mill and precured ithe Key wiith which he
opened the door to the building thet enclcosed the gas well. They
all seemed intensely interested. The well was in & sorit ¢f caveIrn
arched overhead with brick, and part of the arch and cavernh are
8till there and can be seen Trom Main sireet bridge. The gas wasg
conducted up Main street in a lead pipe and the same kind of pipe
conducted i1 into the store windows, where the burnsr was maée by
vinching the end of the plipe together leaving a thin, lat averture.
When Gen. LaFayette had his grand night reception in Predonis in
June 1825, the natural gas lights immediately attracted "his
atiention, and his sscretary mentioned them in his report of the
General's visitu whiéh ¥as published in Paris ana filed in the
arahives of the French goavernnent.

The Main sireet well Xevpt about thirtyv burncrs going till
1%45%, when Mr. Preslor Barmore went intc the business on a larger
seale, sinking a larger well down the c¢reek in the rear of the
Gen. Risley -place now owned by Mrs. Beebe, and pired the princival
stysetes of the village, later associating Mr. Elias Forbes in the
enterprise.

This preserved the unigque distincuion of our viiiage till
about 1863 when the o0il developments in Pennsylvania demonstrated
that ¥redoria did not have a monoroly of natural gas producticn.
Every o0il well released more or less gas and some of them guve fortn
only gas and that in enormous guantity and with pressure that made
a great roar as the gas emerged from tihe pipe, the sound being
haard all over the surrounding Tarms. A flame fifty fest high

somatimes Tollowed ignition end some wells were allowsd to burn



this way ths year through, ana the heat mads perpetusl summer in
the near vieinity. Afterwerds these great wells were utilized and
others have been drilled which to-day heatl lerge cities and furnish
fuel foy great iron and glass works.

When the gas and oilibegan t0 come f'orth in such vast volumes
from the thousands and thouvsands of wells that were drilled, my
dear o0ld grandmother used to protest. She aliowsd that a reckless
generation was thwarting the designs of Providence, who hac siored
up 8ll this inflammeble material {¢ burn up the world irn the last
day when "ithe elements will melt with fervent heat,! &and since she
was thorcughly orthodox like wmyself I think she was also apprehen—
sive that some sinful people mignt escaepe their jusit deserts.

Cne hundred and four y¥ysars a4go, in the spring of 1807, a man
drove into Predonia with his wife and six children, toc carve out a
home in ihe dense forest that covered this region. A1l that he
possegsed had been drawn by a!pair of howrses and & voke of oxen
from Oneids county, and it muét nave been a very long ana painful
Journev. That ploneer was Richard williams. Ie ‘helped Hez~Xiah
Barksgr build the first grist mill in Fredonia, but nis fame chieflv
reats on hie heing the husband of ggphia Morton Williams, our most
eelebrated picneer herovine. wWhile the mill was bhuilding, Mrs.
Wwitliiams brought the men their dinner every day. riding two 11iles
on horseback; and she bhoardsd Tifteen in her lop house which was
only twelve by sixteen feet in size. She used to say that she
could sccomocdate as many as there were boards in the floor.

The following winter she and her husband pods back to (nsida

county horseback, hs carrving an extra harness, she a babe that
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was only & veer c¢ld. They returned in a sleigh and brought two
more families.

Mpr. williame took the contract to carry the mail bhetween Frie
eng Buffalc. When he was 111 hls wife carrizd i1 strappsd upon the
back of a horse which she led while she 1cde another. There were
no pridges and when the Cattaragus and Fighteen iile crecks were
swollen she had to swim the horses, carrving the mail on her
.shiovlders t¢ keep it out of water. Once she swam her horses
around a point of rocks in Lake Erie and sometinmes she found z
canoe and rowed acrogs qystream, leading the horsss by their bridles,
both horses swimming.

A davghter and children wers sicf in Indliana. Mrs. ¥Williams
started in Octoher 1o go after them. Returning she made & bed in
the wagon box for the weakest and when she crossed a deecp stiream
she 1lifted the bed onto boards across tihe top of the box and thus
Kept her parients out of ihne water. In tiis way she brought that
Tamily through safely. all the way from Indiana, through & region
very sparsely settled.

In the war of 1812 her oldest son was on Conmmcdore Perry's
flagship Lawrence. In the great batile on Lake Trie. Sept. 10,
181%, the guns could ve plainly Leard in Fradonia. "What makes you
hurry so?" asked a neighhor of Mrs. Williame at her work that morn-
ing. '"Recause" she replied "I want to get through before ithe news
comes. Maybe I can't work then.® She seemed tc have a premonition.
Later enother son came with the mail. YElijan. is Abner Killed or
wounded?" asked the anxious mcther. ‘'"He i§ not wounded, mother.”

was the reply, and hie handed her a lstter from Commodore Perry
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Whet has all thie to do with natursl gas? Not much. I admit.
Put it introduces the charscters in a pertinent incident. In the
fall of 1807, Mr. williams before mentioned. took his children into
the woods where is now Risleyv Street. to gether chestnuts. As the
lard must Le clsarsd, he cut down a chestrnut tree and the children
shooi the nute from the branches. While thus engaged & black beer
and twe cubs arvesrsd. Mr., Williams and his oldery sons attacked
the tesy wiith thelr axes and there was an exciting battle. Finally
the hear was kKilled, but the cubs got away. The voungest of the
children were two littile girls. Thev were terrified at the scene
erd cried loud and long. Then Mr. Williame said: %Children, if
vou will steop crving I will take ycu down the creek and'set the
craek on Tiie." Thet was gn indvcement, and he took each little
il by the hand and reaching the bank of the Canadeway followsd
it down strseem from where is now lirg. Beebe's house 16 the very
gpot where fifty one yesars afterwerd Freston Barmore blasted his
well out ¢f the rockx end grqcured gas enough to light mest of the
village. Thst walkz along the benk ¢f the cresk was long remembered
by theoss two 1little girls. theugh their littie hreaste vet heeved
with scbe. The treseg on thset flat were grest, wide spreading black
viudvute, &lso butternut, hasewood, ¢1lm and ash. Only a Tew birds
remained In the Lraepches oyt many 2 squirrel with hisg Jowls full
¢f nute being carried to his winter stors, stopped and cocked his
head one side as hie looked down on the strenge processicn. The
stream was larger than it is now. since the woods that hordered
its entirs length held bhack the water and made a more aven flow,

anc thare were no factories or sever systame to c¢loud its crvstal
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telling of her 8on's bravery,,fighting axter ‘he waowwounded t111?

he was cut in two by. a cannon shot and his mangled body Was cast
- u:‘»: ,33 e e '*
overboard. Aﬂdaughter, qu Sophia Harrls of Buffalo, onco wroto

—;,\.

tc the Censor her recollection of the soene tha1 followed, at the .
s {, <

home on weast hill where new stanos the old Pembertonytavern, corner

of Maln gnd Ghestnut streets % She wrote J5§*'fﬂ ; Q_E‘ =

E m:ﬁ s, ot 1

"My father and mothar. handwinehandf.walﬂed,through tho*ho
cut the bac& door, through the garden into the peach orchard‘land ‘g
set dovm on & 1og. There they gave vant to their pont up grief

I folloﬁod themwand stood‘by motherﬁ and-such & prayor as-she ';

prayed tc her God that he Would give them strength to bear up under
. i I

that crushinﬁ blow, I never heard before How many times that peach

orchard, my f&ther and motho“ sitting on that loé, and her prayer,

have come up. befove e with all fhe clearnese of a few months ago.
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My father was never the qame manzafterward Ch h} ;ﬂ‘“
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Wiﬂliamp Wasga devout member of tha Baptlst ohurvh,
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noted for herrpiety and good works 5,;:,' ;El; . %"r ?ﬂ - 4
Mr. WillL&ms died in 18¢2 hiq wife continund her bzave and
a.‘_ iy ﬂ‘}“ 1r‘ ¥ !, ?..r, _\w A “5'{:1 2. . BRI A\;ﬁ(. -"ctvf'w:i:.‘w .
self sacrlficing 1if6 t111 185# dylng at the age of 7o in the
R OETTE &

adjoining town of Po;tland.' She ., wae thn mother of thirteen childfen

~f . I
In ovr old village burying ground, "where the xude fovefathors of
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the hamlet sleep.! is a modopt monument to the memory . of* Mr and

Mre. Wil}iaﬁé On one szde i inscribed tho death of their ,;ji

Abner, on the.f]aysﬁip Lawfénce -oept JO 1813ﬁ‘aged 18 yeare, and“
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His 1life ne gave to hiq countvy, R Ji T - ;_

His body to the deep. . f_ - A.f
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girl by the hand ana reaching the bank of the canadawav followed ’

‘of nuts being Carvied to his Winter;stor stonped and cooked hlS

1

¥Lat has all this- to do with natural ges?. Mot mucﬁ.fji,'a:amiﬁ«.

But it introduces the characters 1h e pertinent incident In the

fall of 1307, Mr Williems before mentioned took_hi chbld;én into "
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the wood§ where is now<Risley Street to gather ohes tnutq As thei

.land must be’ cleared he‘cut down a chestrut tree“and the childnen -
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shook the nutq from the branchee.'uWhile thus enpaged a black bear

and two cubs annearﬂd.74M3,1Wilﬂiam3rand hiq older sqns attached: ﬁ'
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the bear: With their axes and there was an exoit1n9 battle.. Pinally

.l

the bear wasg killed{'but the cubs got away.. Tne youngest of the o
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children were two 1ittle girls. Tney were terrified at the ‘scene.
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end. cried loud énd IongL Then Mr. Wilﬂiams said "Ch11dren.~if
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you wilﬁ stop cryin T Wil? taﬁe you aown the creek and set the‘ o
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craek on fiie. ‘" That was an inchement, and he took each littie
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it down stream from&where 1s nov»Mrs.:Beebe g house to the very
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gpat where flftY ‘one years~afterward Ere inn.Barmore blaqted his
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well out of the rock and pioournd gas enough to Jight most of the' S

?.

village That Walk along the bank ofathewcreeh was. 1ong¥remembered
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by thoqe two. litfle girls, tncugh their 11t+19 breas ts“yet heafed

with sobe. The treps on that flatvwere areat Wide spreaaing black
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- Walnuts, also butternutn basswoo&.-olm and ash Only a LSW birds
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remained in ther branches but many a squirvel With his Jowls full :
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head one side as hp looked down on the strange proceaqion. The“,‘ .

stream was 1drg°r than 1t 1% now, since the Wooac that boruered
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its Dntire 1ength held back the water ana made a*more nven flow,f
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and - therﬁ were -no factories or sewﬁr qystamﬂ to cloud 1tq crystal
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purity. Wwild onions eand leexs abounded underfoot. The solsmnity
of the grsat primevsl Forest stretcehing far away over all this
rezion, parvaded the scene. Arriving at the chesen epot Mr. Williams
laid soms stones up to tihe tor of the water, where the bubbles ware
riging, placed 8 few pisces of dryv driftwood on the stones, and
then wook out his itinder box. A few astrokes of the flint against
the stael. set fire to the tinder of fine tow, and that was placed
on the dry pisces ol drifitwood, when up flashsd the blaze right out
of the water. Apvarently Mr. Williame had set the crsei on fire as
he promised. A11 the terroy of the 1litile girls vanished with the
atrenge exhipition, and after their curiosiiy was satisfied they
ware ¢ tenderly led to the 10f cabin home whare the deveted mother
heesrd the full account of the hear Tight and the magic performance
that followsd. krs. Sophia Harris of Buffalo was an 0l1d gray heired
woman, in her 7C6th yesr, when she told me this incident at the 0d
settlsrs Reunion in Fradonia in 187%. She was cne ol those sobbing
liwtle girls, and she recalled the whole iransaction s¢ vividly and
gpoke so sweetly of her father's tenderness and her mother's noble
charactsy that 71 made a deep inprsssion wpon my ind. What changes
=hg had wiinessed sinee that day when there were not to exceed
swelvs fTamiliss in all that town!

And a0 when I am sasked to speak of Natural Gas in Predonia,
the Tame it once gave our village and the development which later
maae 11t an important commercial factor. are soon forgotten, and I
nwrafar to dvell upon the scene T have described; to recall the stal-

wart plonser with his hard, rough hanus and grimy garments, but
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with the same tender heart and purest of love that has glorified
parenthesod in all ages, conduciing for the bpenefit of two 1ittle
weeping, woodland children, the first Naturasl Gas Exhibition éyeri

given in Predonia. ) ] "
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