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THE HATIOW OF THE CAT.

Long before the wihnite man came nere, the site of the
County of Chautauqua lay within the terrivory of the Eries -
the Nation of the Cat. That nation of Ilndians alsappeared
from the face of the earth in the year 1658 - just at the
dawri of history in this part oi the worid. o records of
their past have ever been found. Little even of tradition
concerning them has been handed down to us. It is not cer-
tain that any white man ever visited thelr country while
they existed as & nation. A strange, adveniurous rrenchmuin,
named Stephen Brulée may have done s0, ouv his story 1c alrnost
as deeply hidden in amystery and tragedy zas that of ihe Catl
Nation itself.

The firsit white seftlers in Chautaugua County found
evidences that these people once had lived here, had loved
our hills and valleys, forests and streams, lakes and rivers
even as we love them to-day. The sites of thelr villages
and forts and cultivated Ii1elds could te distinzuished, ai-
thougnh there had grown over them trees tnat appeared $o ve
about one hundred fifty years old., These porsions of the
forest were different Irom the remainder oi the trees that
covered the entire county. Limbs grew lower upon the trunks
than upon the trunks of the older itrees indicating that

these younger trees had grown in the clearing. 1In such



places tne remains of the forts, ash heans, anl potiery,
stone axes, arrowheads and other implements could be found.
Here and there human skeletons and heaps ol human bones were
dug up. Close observers have found proof of the abrupiness
with which their ogcupatiocn here came to an end.

The ‘historian, Francis Farxman, tells us that livitle is
xnown about the Nation of the Cat, except the fuct of iis
existence. We do, however, catech a glimpse of it in the
very nour of itg destruction by Lookilng 1nio & most remari-
able collection of letiers and reporis Xnown us the elations
of the Jesuits. It may scem strauge thau the earlliest men-
tion in writing of the inhabitants of our counity should be
found, not in Znglish records nor uvutch records hutl in sone
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musty, worm-eaten bound volumes that have been preserve
centuries in the city of Paris. It is wiell known that ve-
fore the outbreak of the French and Indian wuar, DeCeloron, a
French officer, with & company of soldiers, Indizns and
Canadians, cameé t0 the harbor of Barceloana in 1743 and thence
over tne nortage trail to Chautaugqua Lake. They journeyed
down the lake and the outlet, Cassadaza Creek, the Conewango
and the allegheny rivers to the site of the caty of Pitus-
burg, depositing ab certain places leaden plates upon wilich
were engraved words indicating vthat &1l of this regivn was
being claimed for tae king of France. unat is now Chautau-

gua County had from the tiae of 3amael de Chaunplain been



claimed as a pars of Hew France.
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Chanplain, you remember, asd exXplore
River and founded Quebec in 1608. Tne next year lenry idud-
son, 1in his ship the Halfmoon, sailed uap the river that
bears his name. In that same year of 1609, Champlain also

came Within the Dboundaries of what is now tne State of New
York. Herascended the 2v. Lawrence snd Zicuaelieun rivers and
rode in an Indian cance upcon the waters of The lake that

bears his name. “5oth of thess explorers suntered our Stwuile

over tne highways nature halC provided. Laey were cne only
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hizhways that then exisved. There were other rivern

rose within tune state ovut they were not kaown (0 white men.
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It would have bveen possible To g0 up vae Delawzre, the Sus-
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guehanaa or even the Mississippl and arrive within
but the, - only routes then kunown Tto tie walte man wére the
ones Tfollowed by Hudson and Champlain. Travel by land was
obstructed by mountains and trackless TForests. =5 Hudson
came up tne river, mounbtains lay on either side of him and
the same was true of Champlain as he moved Jap Lake Caoamplain.
The Berksnire Hills and the Green Mountains cut off the New
England coast from 2ll communication with the valley or the
Hudson. The Catszills and tne Adirondacxs formed a bariier
to the west excent where the Lohawk River flowed from what
15 now the central »art of wr state toward the east te join
the Hudson.

This peculiar zecgraphical location of cur svate onn the
L geograr
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divide between the St. Lawrence river system at the norih &
and the other great river systems lLeading to the south has |
had much to do with making it the Empire State. Centuries
before the white man had learned tojkanwthe wealth and i&ye:
the varied scenery of .our state, another people: aad appre-
ciated the advantageé-of the'location'ih the centrai part ofj
the state that could be reached from the;east only.by. as-
cending the valley of the Mohawk. 1f oﬁe came from the St.
Lawrence by way of Lake Champlain and La?e George or ﬁp the
Hudson, his ohly route to the west lay a;ong the valley of
the Mohawk. There in that valley he would- find .an Indian
nation - the Mohawks, one of the members of = cqnfﬁﬁg?agy‘of~
five nations.’ These Mohawks were the»gq?f@iéns,ofiﬁhe- E
eastern gate of that confederacy. West of them iniwhat Is.
now known as the finger lake region lived.the-other four na—“
tions. Theilr names have been preserved ?n conﬁeCtaon:@ith F
the lakes near which they lived. From east .to west they
were the Gneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas andi Sengcas. The
Senecas were the guzrdians of the wkgs'i‘.er;p. gate and thelr
lands extended to the valley 'of the Genesee River.  Beyond .
them to the west lived the Nation of’theiCaﬁ, They occupied :
the region lying between Lake Erie.on thé north; the Genesee .
River at the east, the Allegheny River ai the- south and the
eastern part of what is now the State of Ohio,

Hidden away behind this Iroquéis copfedgracy of Indians,w

the Cat Nation did not che.in.contaét‘w;th the 'white meamn.
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Utterly destroyed in 1656, they mnever became a parti of the i
Indian problem with whieh our first setilers had to deal.

The Irogquois Confederacy, or rather the League of ﬁhe '
United Households had been organized before Columbus dis-
covered America - about 1450. It was formed for the purpose:
of establishing peace among indians of the HuronQIroquois
family.  The organizer was Hiawatha, an anqdéga Indi%n - '
not Longfellow's hero. He was sincere in his desire for ﬁhe;
establishment 6f peace and was successiul within the leggqe:f

®

All of those nations had been constantly fighting against -

§
each other before the formation of the confederacy; but E-ia--T
watha's ingenious system broughit an end to such wars, He a
intended to include all Huron-Iroguois nations in the léaguql
but that could not be done. The Cat Nation belonged to the
Huron-Iroguois family but not to the League., The Same was
true of the Heutral Hation that ocpﬁpieQ‘béxh sideg.of the
Niagara River, the Hurons that lived between Lake Huronm and
Lake Simcoe, the Tobacco Naition farther west in~Cahaéa and
the Andestes on the Susguehanna River. All these became
enemies of the league. Chief amdng-the enemies -0l the

league were fhe»Hurohs”who outnumbered t@éflanﬁpié.' For
some time the Hurons were victorious. but the ﬁi&e$wgszﬁdrﬁ;
ing against them when Chanpladin éamé o Quebeg. ‘He flrgt
came in contact with the Algonquin-lndians‘wno lived along
the 5%, Lawrence River. They feared and hated the Iroquois .-
Confederacy and were almost~cdnstantly at war -with fhe~M0—

hawks.
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1t was these Algonguins who persuaded Champlé;n to join
one of their war parties in an attack upon the Mohawks. That
was the occasion of his first visit to Lake Champlain.. He
and two other French .soldiers with their guns were regarded
as powerful allies. Cnamplain wore a coat of mail and was
called the man of the iron breast. ‘A batile was fought and . .
the firearms proved to be too much for the nerves of %he Mo~ ,
hawks. The victovry, hﬁwever, was dba?ly Bought for it won
for the Frengh the undying hatred of the fie@cést,,bg;dest, -
most politic and most ambitious savages in- America. ﬁfdm‘
that day the Iroquois Confedefécy was almost‘céngﬁégﬁk& at .
war with the French end Algonguins. The French thought ’Ghey-""r

had found a powerful ally whén the Hurons were made tuelr

friends but the haitred of the Iroguois was only made more

bitter. After a few years they avtacked éﬂd destroyed the .

Huron villages and scattered the Huron people in all direc-

tions. The French and Klgqnquins sqfﬁered constantly frém, A v

the ralds of the Irogquois until one day there appeéared un-
expeétedly at Quebec a delegation of Ohon@éga iﬂa;ags prql_
posing a truce. One of the Indian orators stated that they
desired peace with the. French but that the‘eqfth Qas tremb-. "
ling and quaking in.the direction of" Lhe Natlon ‘of. the Cat. =
He asked that Jesult priests be sent by the: French as mis=
slonaries to the iIroguois - %o show them-the way 10 heaven,

The Jesuit priests knew that the lroguois had before

captured, tortured, killed and®e&ten such miSsionaries -but C
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Simon Le Moyne was brave enough to respond to this call. _He:
visited the Onondagas in 1654 and it is from his storyAani
the stories of those who followed him that we Learn about '
the destruction of the Eries,

It is perfectly clear that the Nation of the Cat was s0
powerful and its warriors so brave and fierce that even the
Iroguois Confederacy hesitated to‘attack them.

Father Le loyne met the leaders of the Onondagas at
their chief village: He made themna*Iong speech and gave
them many presents:. Then they nade 8pe§cges and .gave him.
presents. Soon affer -he arrived the report came that three
Onondaga hunters had been killed by the Eries. That meant = |
that a war was kindled in that &iﬁegﬁadﬁ.‘ He' gave a hatched
to each of the Iroguois Nations to be used in that new war. |
Another one of his gifts was to renew the courage of one of
the nations that had lost some of their number in that war:
S4ill another gift was %o w1pe away the' tears of a71 the .
young warriors caused by the death of: tEElI vreat captaln l
Annenraes who hasd -been taken oaptmvezby%ﬁhe Cat Nation not
long before. ‘

On the 14th of August, 1654 a young captaln, chlef of ‘!
a levy of elghteen hundred men wno Werelto set out as soon as[
possible to prosecute the war agalnst the Cat Natlon beﬂged +
Le Moyne %o baptize him: The prlest had some doubts  about
his sincerity but was ‘persuaded by his eloquenqg and finally

baptized him and gave him thesname Jean bqptisti.

The Nation of the Cat hoped to avoid war with the 1%0Qu01é



and sent thirty ambassadors to the chief village of the
Senecas. Unfortunately, a quarrel arose between one of the
ambassadors and a Seneca Indian. The Seneca was Xilled.

His nation retaliated and nearly all of the Erie ambassadors
were kxilled. Five or six escaped and returned to the Cat
Nation. 4 war party ol Eries then attacked a Seneca village
and burngd it, xilling and capturing many of the inhabitaniss
These difficulties with the Senecas did not necessarily mean
war for the Eries with all the nations of the confederacy
but there had been trouble with the Unondagas as well. Fi-
nally there fell into 4the hands of the Eries & much res-
pected chieftain of the Onondagas, Annenraes .by naﬂe; The -
leaders of the:Cat Hation-realized that war-would fOLlow‘if
they killed or tortured annenraes. In accprd&nee with in-
dian custom, they gave him to an Brie woman expecting that
sne would accept him as a brothér. '‘She would not accept. him
and ordered that he be burned at the stake; The chiefs pro-
tested but she insisted and again, according to custom, she
had her way. As the Onondaga warrior was beinquonsumediby
the fire, he warned the Eries that they were burning their-
ownl bodies as well as his,

This wes the provocation for the sending :out of the war
party led by the young Onondaga chiet, Jean Baptisti., With
his eighteen hundred warriors he invaded thé couniry of the
Hation of the -lat. He seems to have traveled along the
snore of Lake Erie or some other waier course. The people

of the Cat Natlon deserted—tueir villages as he appoached
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and sought shelter in some stronghold that lay further west:
Just where the batile was fought no one knows but at last

the Eries made a stand at a place called Rique. dJean ?ap-
tisti approached their fort’and called to them demandihg

that they surrender and warning them thaf they would be
beaten because the Master of Life fought on the side of the
Iroquois. The Eries scoffed at the idea and asked, "Who is
the master of 1life?" Qur bows and arrows are the maéters of
life.™ At first the assailants were driven back. Then they
approached with their canoes held béfore them o protect
them from tne poisoned arrows of the Eries: The canoes were
placed against the palisades and the Iroqugié climbed over
by means of the crosspieces: grterrible"s}gughtex tqo%
place. Many of the Iroguoisi were killed and wounded. |It
was a long time before they could complete ﬁuiying‘theéf'own
Gead and caring for their wounded bub the Nabicn of the Cat
we.s utterly destroyed. Men, women and children were s&aiq,

A fTew escaped to jolin other nations and some were carried
captive to the land of the Iroguois. A tradition among the
victors is authority for the statement that on the ﬁigﬁt af-
ter the battle a thousand fires were burnipg'in the laﬁd of
the Nation of the Cat and that at every one of them an|’Brie

|

was burning at the stake.

l i
The brave and warlike Nation of -the Cat thus disap=

[V -
peared from the face of the earth - viﬁtimﬁ oft ihelipshﬁi%ble
ambition of the great confederacy thatvhaqéﬁigviqnsly deg-—

troyed the Hurons and the.mgﬁgials and that sdﬁéequently
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overcame the Andastes and finally completely bdlocked the

plan of the French for the establishment of :New France on

the American Continent.
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