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OLD HOTELS AND MEN ALONG CHAUTAUGQUA LAKE

Mark Twain made early 1ife on the Miesieecippi River famoas, vhen he
reliéted his exveriences &s a nilot on the river boslz of fl t period.
“hile vwe have lived in this locelity all our lives anc had many exper-
ilences on its waters, yet tle fame of Chszutaugua Lake as a summer re-

<
sort wes established long 2go and without cur help. No vercs of mine
cen add much to it, Yet we do long for the ability of some ezrly
writcr to present to this Society in a more attractive light the —any
interesting events of eerly life on and arcuand our beautiful lake.

Plecse keen in mind that our nresent account of life sround Chautaugqua
Leke 1% necegsgarily shert - 1n fact, altogetier too short bscause a few
LOTdS, even a' few pages, can not tell the whole story of a hundred
years of building and living cround our little lake. It coec not per-
rit & fall description of those energetic men and women who had never
hesrd of an "eight-hour day," a balsnced diet, an-endicitis, microbes,
germs, and such kincdred afflictions of modern 1life, btut who labored day
anC night to convert zivilcderness of swamp and ticber into beautiful
noeles and geércens, into places of business anéd menufecturing, znd  2lso
inte places of epusemnent and entertainment.

Very fevw of our gener=tion rezlizce the importonce of Chauteucus Lake as
g waey of trencportetion, for everything was brought into the wilderness
in thoee early cays by bozts in summer and by sleds drswn over the ice
in vinter. 1t nas Nature's highwey through the grest thick pine for-
ects frowm Mayville to The Rarics, lster colled Jamestown.

C“’UfEUHUa Lake, ¢t an early reriod, was much higher than at present -

much ceeper and longcer, e\ten01rg thmn tolthe boatlanding in Jamestovm,
refore the weters broke through the stone gquarry near the Dahlstrom
Metellic Door Compeny plant in east Jamestowns This opened a new out-
let ang lowered the waters to zbout the present level, leaving exposed
the swamp land on either side of the outlet, extending from the boat-
lerdiag nearly up to Lalkewood and across. We asked Mr. Obec Edson cnce
wnen he thought that important event occurred, =nd he answered, "It
must h%ve teen at lezst 1G,000 years ago.M

falle, the French explorer, credited with being the first vhite man
to see our lake, stated that "it was 20 feet higher in early days," but
there is no evidence of thet height shown on either side slong the an-
cient shores slthougnh the leke hes 2lways had the reputation of being
tae highest body of water in this country navigated by stean.

Gradually, as more and more zettl:<rs came into the country, trees were
cut, brush was burned, cnd some semblance of roscs were onened from one
hebitetion to another,

The young pe~ple of The Repics, like all young persons, had to have
their nlezsures, their perties, dancing and entertainments, sven though
& wilderness surlounuoa them. Naturally they withdrew from the everyday
scenes. iain Street vwes an old story, and they wancdered farther and
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fartner "up the lake", the resting vnlece and pleasure ground cf a hun-
dred years.

f the history of stesmboeting on Chautaucuz Lake is zccounted a tale
of vanished activity, then even more szo is the story of the summer
hotels that were built along its shcres at freguent pericds during that
century, for the entertainment of all., It is a2 remarkable fact that,
with s few exceptions, the wmany hotels, inns, and roacdhouses went the
vay of the steambosts.

The pioneer of &ll the lakesicde hotels was the Fluvanna House, built by
Semuel Whittwmore. Its first newspaper mention was found in the James-
town Journal in 183€ as follows:

FLOVANNA TEMPERANCE HOUSE

The subscriber would inform the traveling public and all
those friendly to the Tewperance Cause and good orcer, that
he has ovened a Temperance House in the villeage of Fluvanne,
four miles West of Jamestovn on the road leading to Mayville.
His buildings zre convenient and in good orcer, in vhich
will be found a store of the luxuries common to the country
in which he residesy and great care will be taken to render
the stay of those who may fevor him with & call pleasant and
agreeatle. .

Fluvanna, July 1&, 18326 Samuel Whittmore

Without speculating on the nature of the "luxuries" common in Fluvanna
in 1836, we can vision a young man of thst period, zfter cue economy,
taking his sweetheart out to that hotel for a fish cirner or a little
dancing nerty. Borrowing his fazther's horse and buggy if in summer,
or & sled if in winter (or perhaps hiring @ rig) he drove carefully up
Main Street, cdodging the stumps then standing in that street, until he
reached what is now Fluvanna Avenue, where a toll gate stopped him and
toll was demanded for further travel. The lower road nad not been
opened at that time, and truvel was up over the West Oak Hill Road,
along the ricge throogh the forest into Fluvanna.

This hotel wss well prtronized curing its early curesr by Jamestowners,
énc cduring the 1860's the clubs that flourished then made Fluvanna
House' their Mecca for many excursions and parties. With the orening of
the Atlantic & Great Western Railroad in 186D, it was largely patron-
ized in summer by guests from Cincinnati and other Ohio cities. 1In
1864, 1t was enlarged and also again in 1872, at which time 1t had =
lake frentage of 216 fect vith B2 guest rooms and a cining rcom with a
capacity of 150.

But, after the opening of more pretenticus hotels elsewhere on the lake,
the faze of Fluvennes House began to wane. Semuel Whittwore, having

gone to his reward, the hotel was then being conducted by his son,

Henry Whittmore.

One secson they had & quiet, unacsuming millionaire acwmed Mahlon Martin
gnc nis two maicden sisters, from New Brunswick, N. J., as summer guests.



02 2 certzin day bleckberry pie wes served for dessert. The barries be-
ing native grown, rige, sweet cand julcy, the pie was celicious, and

Mr. Mertin naturelly called for a second viece. He was po_itely told
"the hotel did not serve a second plece of pie." Being a man of resource
- accustomed to being obeyed - he soon bought the property, intending to

nave his fill of blackberry tie.
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: ap iato ;ectioqs zné woved away for nrivate homes.  Aadi-
11 itz2nd wes acgyuired, an <=laborute brick steble wae 2rected, and a
ne residence was nlanheo for the front - but cue to Mr. Martin's death,
was never tullt. The two mailden 51sters, Jeined by a third wicdowed
tﬂr, lived there until the end, after which 1t was found the dear souls
car=fully nlannecd and nroviced in their testament for tae cmre, maln-
hce, end turial of each separate animal on the rlece. As often hap
r fuch csses, the helrs soon clsposed of tic »roperty to privete
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In 1872, Philo Sherwin built the Sherwin House a few rods beyond the Flu-
vanaa House. For a few seasons it was a2 modest little summer hotel,
noted for its jolly marties znc fish dinners; but after Mr. Sherwin's
ceath it was leased and trouble began. It was then called Boniwood Inn.
Several murders occurred on the onremises due to drunken brawls, and 1t
finally bturnecd down on September 11, 1918.

e night add that the Whittrmores -~ father and
re for over fifty yesrs. The father served
i

¥ 4 record).

lee ving Fluvanpa, w
son - were Postuasters
even vears (certzin

s and chicken‘diniers insnirecd thne ogtablishment
1ses, and .o 1t was with Dick Jonzs's Hotsl, lo-
oY he foot of Heiaeman Read. Dick's veanture vdag Yno'm
Ty and thirsty wayfarers far and wide; the bass and 'lunge served
in various ways were tne delight and pralse of zll epicures. It
well patronized for a time, but as is often 'the case in such nlaces
barroom gracdually gaine¢ zscendéncy over the gining room, with the

1l result. The vlace was destroyed by fire in 1882
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elonment of the Greenhurst Allotment &s a Real Tstate project, by
Green (with A. N, Proschead and Ches. S. Abbott 4s silent part-
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y led to the construction of a small hotel in 1883, «nd thereafter
20.2 much larger establishment was built nearby, to which the first
‘ing was ccnnected by 2a annsex. The new Greenhurst Hotel was very
ctive ance popular, kut nsver financially prosperous, alth-ugh several
clcver 1cndlords 1Tfﬁ our Geo. F. Hurlburt itrico to attrect guests
vicce. Finally, as the wein hbuilding wes deceying, it vwas cemol-
in 18%2, leaving the wmocest snnex which burnec Movenler 2, 1971,
er to tae trees plantec by Fleazer Green.)
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g "Minnehzhe" For
Affith's Polant in the 1880

1382, the Griffithe begun the construction of & samser hstel. It
hristened the Leke Shore Hotel. Weeting success, tne huilding wes



from time to time until it hec & frontsge of 200
oms end & ¢iaing room seating 220, Every seeson LY

pueste, rut 1377 (the ya:r of tine R.R. strikes) b1
urles aano the srogerty pz:isec into otbh neads, its
G to CGriffitats Point Hotel anc then later calleb the Lake
L vren ovmed by Col. 23ifrca Dunh-m.
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On Webruﬂrv 1 5 ty & fire of wmlnoun origin. Fer
z ne uﬂuCihé pavilion ves onereten &3 8 rosciltuse
2 or

: L: R . § vere JisfpzInsca, the wleoes be-
1n cnn.u as Juephreytco. AJtp- 4 tise, & s.all hotel ves ciected and
opcrateu Tor a fev scczons Ly John P&nfolc. In 120C Sheldcon Fall was
built a few rods ezast of the former hotel. This hotel vas popular for a
few seasoneg, but in the end it proved unnrofituble -ndéd ves deicolished by
the ovner, Hon.Porter Shelcdon in 121E. His oldest son, Ralph C. Shelcon,
erected the pleatent summer home now occupying the lanc.

nt et 'Belleview (alzo celled Martha's Vinsvard) wes at one
s "Czap Mahoning." Alerge camping club Irem Youngstown, Ohio,
compo ed mestly of ironworkers and their fsuilies, maintained a camp at
this point until in 13%4 when s smail hotel ¥nown as the Belleview House
vag tuilt on ftae spot by Ereui L. Griffith (one of the bUJIuerq of the
G¢efunct Lake Shore Hotel) who changec the name to Point Mehoning Hotel.
Thiz hotel vas unatirective; »#till it onersted for & tire &s a bowrding
nouse but was vacant much of the time. In 19“3, it was demollished and
tne site sold for resicsnce ﬂi?ﬁﬁcs . This itz r02v accupnled by the swumer
rezidence of Mre. Williaxm Bleckstone Himebzugh.
(Refer to fishing srhands from Flavenna 9 Grlflltns )
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The vanished hotsls of eurly days et Bexmus Point veprs zany in nunber.
Some were repliaced and others gave up tiae ghost. The Garfield House, a
gmall tsvern of tae 1870's gave un tne ghost and was coavertad into a
store. The Chzoutingaa Lake Houze, bettﬂr nown as "Jack Picxard's", was
barlt in 1871 and was Cestroyed by fire Marchl, 1888. It vas rebuilt
tae following season aad renamed tae Pickard Hous— Fe wag one of the
most vopular landlords on tae lakxe, btut after his dezth the »roperty was
bought by Jemes V. Sciden of Pittsburgh and tern Jdovwst in 1930, with the
ntentioa of builning a much Llarger uo-to-vate hotel dn its stead Due
Fal

ty ¥r. S=2ldents untlmcly “aathy, Ehe z1ite is still vecunt and “or sale.
9z alao dought The Chlaalla Inn next door, run for o Lodg ti.e by Lend-
wid A, %, Rappoln.

b

The first Lenho2rt Houge was built in 13881 and haraed down in October,
1337, Dr. J. J. Lenhart, the o»vner, vcplaced 1t with acsther attractive
Pulldding vheca engoyed zaciy antronsgs uncder the wble qnncgce eat of Mrs
Lanhart znd othzrs. It is still <oing basiness.

Thaz Browningz, onilt »v Perry Erown and new uncer & cload of ¢ :3nicion
from 2 rzeceat fire nnile ander new ownership, leesves only the Lanhzart of
tie larger hotels st this popular resort, although several smsller room-
ing nouses like the Pore and Founds, the Nortorn, =nd othzr places cater
to the public wants.

We must aot overlook tne nld Dining Hall snd Dancing Pavilion at Long
Paint, tne most favoarite voint Tor all axcursions Gt oicaics In carly
says before Caleron <ol Kidoay te2re creztad. Demolinicd in 1903, it 13
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1wy odcceanied by the swamer regicence of Mr. and Mrs. Jo'in

Wizt Ls aow the 1little agalet of Meple Springs wes formerly know as
Peoint Whiteside znd prior to thet, old tilers kaew the grove as "Camn
Collins.” The original Menle Sdi1ings was & steanbost lending, ~1th a
resicence awcih in tae esrly '80's expaanced into a4 hotel or more properly
& large summer boarding hnuse.

ilway in 1387 contribubted to the

L .a
orosperity of the nlacc, uut sfter he death of Perry Barnes, the owner,
it was unsaccessful and Tor severzl years ectirely atandoned. In 1913,
LE5 n
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old to Miss Florz Broalhead
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nd remocelec {or a »rivate summer

Wooglia Club qouce - loter %oogiin Fotel - was erectzd by the Feta Theta
21 Socicty in U884 at a point ricdway between Point Chsutbtaugua and Hartfield.
Proving unsuccessful as & cluab, it wzs opened as a hotel for & brief ner-

10¢ but, teing struck by lightaing, it burned down on June 22, 1201.

The cevelonment of Leet's Point az & swwicr coloay, undar e nsae of
Point Chautangus, led to tne rullding ian 1877 aand 187¢€ of the CGrocd Hotel,
2a Llaposing structarc 300 x 150 ft. in =ize, five storics high, with tvo
~Ings four stories hich, Bt Lt: commending site and attractive surround-
1a2% vwith elaborate Tlxtarzsicoald not save 1t from the rzleatless fate
Lt avertook all of its contzmporeries - a brief reriod of “Mccess, 3
longer cre of depression, <«acd z-Cisastrous QHOng. In the fall »f 12CZ,
1t wss destroysd by fire of incenciary origin. It wuas clained that the
ovner, a wesithy Buffalc .en, 1ired @ certain rerscn te see that 1t went
up in filames. After three trizls, the guilty party was convicted of the
crime &nc servec¢ a prison scumtence fortit,

At azvout the tirus of the builcirg of the Bulffalo & 0il Creek Railvrozg in
18587, Mcttner Bemus and others erected the Chauteuqua House nzzr the lake
st tne foot of Frie Strzet in Meyville., It vas a tarze-ztory burlcing
witn & lake frontage of 170 ft. =zrc & Zenth of 82 ft, For seny rears it
ag“vsd consicerable prosnerity, belng esnecially favored by gucutq Tromwr
ttsburgn and trhe "0il Regions," from which easy édccess was furnished

y the "Cross Cut Reilroad." After the departure of Horszce Fox (its
oooulur landlord) who naasced 1t for more than twenty yeers, its popular-
ity began to wanse. Oa Anril 24, 1894, it was destroyed hy fire.

ton, was a popular place netr the
nt tlme, cnly the Thomoson Housc and
he lakefront at Mayville.

The Bertoa House, kept by R. L. B
cepot 1In eurly days. At the pres
another small hotel are left on t

A small hotel knovn zs the Wahmeda Inn was erected at the point called

Duguesne Weights a short cdlstzace from the Chautaucua Assenbly grounds.

It wzs & three htory builcing, =rectec by a company of Pittsburgh men

W0 ol nrzC to develon a resort for summer houmes, but it went un in snoke
L

Aagust £2, 1904

The Hotei Atnenseum at Choataucua was erected in 15881-1888 and is still
colng business, It 1z too vell known to need erny cescrintion st this
time, but con't forgst t-et the Lenhzrt at Remus Point @ad the Athenaeun
ire the sny curvivors todey of the wesny better-class loks »otels.
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Also below and near Cheutaugus is Light House Point - ot one time 1t had
te Light House Inn, which burned. This hac been btuilt in the 1830's.

&t Victoria was 2 1little hotel, which also went the way of all lake hotels.

Thz development cf Lakewood (or Lake View, as it wes origirally called)
began with the building of the Cowing House by John T. Cowing in 1370 or
aernaps a 1ittle earile“ The original building weas & 42%-r2oom house,
three stories aigh, with frontige of 15C ft. and = denth »f 60 ft.

After z fev seasons, 1ts caveclty was increased end the asnearance im-
oroved by a large addition fronting the leke. Tt sas then called t“e
Lalkte Visw House., Still 1ater it ves agein enlarged and renodelec into an
oraamental turretsd structare, thereafter nown as Lne Sterlingworth Inn.
This name was 1oter chonged to the Weldenmere.

p,
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John R. znd Warren Pucksrd (tae originators of Packerd Motor Co. ) hecame
interested in Lalkewood in =2.rly days, nurchasing the Lake View House in
1278 and severzl cottoges adjoining. The Ster;lngvortﬂ was totally de-
gtroyed by fire July 9, 1¢0Z. It was rebuilt ag a Country Clubhouse but
did not nay, having pagsec int> the A. N. Broadhesc Zatzate. It was fin-
ally wrecked by Wm. A, Broadheac. M., R. Stevenson of this city, in his
Jounger cays clerk of the Steriingworth Inn when uncder tne management of
. L. Frisbee, is the only‘one of the early lake hoteslmen now living,
hom I can recall.
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The fir<t Kent House at Lakewood was opened to the rublic in 1875, It
w25 four stories nigh, witn a leke frontage of 336 ft. :nd was surrounded
by ncarly nelf s nile of verandus. It mgd a canacity for 200C guests and
vas well notronized up to the tiwe of its acclidental destruction by fire
in 1337. Thereafter, the zecond Kent House was built. After a fev pros-
rerous seasons, 1t met with a declining patronage, which fiaally closed
its coors. Gracduvally it fel1 into decay, until it w-c turned over to the
wreckers in 1815.

Orizinally Lakewcod wzz eazszily tne most povular sumimer resort on the lake
and was often called the "Sa “atoga" of the lcke, 4its hotels being sur-
r>unded by a colony of weslthy cottage owners Wh~ abttructed the Cleveland

Grays and the CatLLng Gun Battery hesides other high-class organizations
to the resort.

[

In the early '90's a nroject wes formed to convert the place into a
health resort, and a corporition stylied "The Humaritas Cormany" secuvred
cont 01 of the Sterlingeorth Inn and one lesser hetel. The former was
opened in 1881 a3 a sznitarium for tubercular patients, anc the latter
a5 a so-called "gold cure" for inebriates at a tine waen the vhole coan-
Lry seened bent on Lhe same treataicnt. The odroject waz not only a fall-
ure in i1tself but was & deucly blow te the entire su ncr coleny. It
destroyed all hotel business, ond many of the cottagese were atanaoned by
tie owners.

Finally, the Hotel de Celeron vis erected shortly «7ter the onening of
Celeron in 189% &5 an amuseuent nerk., Later it also was destroyed by
fire but was replaced with the present building now loczted there.

I+ was remarkec sfter my vaper at the October meeting ("Stearboating on
Chsutaugua Lake") that so many of the boats apneared to have gone up in



. Nov what shell we g3y as to the
sumger hotels? I think the 1 . A, Bradshaw, in vriting come articles
for a local nevsnaper some yeors 0, exoressed it veiy well when he
vrote, "Whenever Chautaugua'ls fire record began to lag (r=ferring to the
Motzls), theres was always & steeabo. bt ready to fill ¢ tlank date by sall-
ing away 1n saoke, #ng often “cr 1ts ownérs serving to 1lead as a kindly
1isnt amid the encircling sloom of cstesarboat adversity.!

Hov well thut expresses 1t.

crioke - to hsve had thie same er

Tocay the leke is lined +ith swuinsr cottages and many permanent homes.
¥"Mile we miss the many steamers and lintels with their tinkling music and
Joyous crowds, the moonlight excursions, the gay Sunday School zicnics,
=nc nany other pleasure events of earlier days, yet 1life must go on for
£il of us. The fresh air and the fresh water are still there. We have
the same leautiful sunscts srd the same wonderful cloué effects, wnich

can not be surpasscd srywhere in this broad land of ours. Mother Nature's
5ift to all, we should enjoy them vhile we way.

I theny you.






