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My su@ject 1s of one whose name 1s seen in every city from th&
north to the axtreme south, from coast to coast and spoken ““'thousands a‘
of times-a.day in all parts of the United States.
| It\§s the name of a Chsutauqua County boy born in Brocton,
N. Y. Mareh 3, 1831, dled in Chlcago October 19, 1897. His name is
George Pullmen of the.Puilman Palace Car Companye |
| He wes the third drlld of s family of ten, the son of Jemes

weont, o Mabive of Rhgﬁﬂ Ia%agd Who wag a machanie, builder and

1n§§ptp;;imag;ng_g gpgg;a;ty in_moving bullidings, which the son George
learned. Ybung George Qént tbtéchoai.until he was 14. Later the family
moved to Albion, N.'X. His father died when George was 22. It was
about this time that tﬁélst&té of New York started to widen tie Erie
Canal he was aucessful in securing a contraet which netted him
profit of ‘same $e ooo.oc |

e next hear 'ofihim in Chiecago, Ill where nhe secured contracts,
raising‘streets and buildings without 1nterrupting tuginess. AL the end
of this work his little fortune totalled some $20,000.

All this time the sleepling car idea was in his mind. He nad
asikgd hémsaly why not g ccuvartibia car,qurwfhytiay, slssper by night
with all the equipmént of a bed.

Tzw Pullmans succéss was based on ‘perfection of the
sleeping car, thou@h he did not build the earliest sleeping car, his
invention and perfections and operating methods won for him the -
_recogniza%i@n as the real feundeﬁ of the sleeping car.

It was “nis ideas that led to the consolidating of the’small
-roads into super systems, also the running cars long distauces, over
eonnecting roads, thue making it mich easiér for the travelimg publio

and inereasing the passenger business. The seame idea has Lden ocarried
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out in frelght transportstion.

In 1858~0 he bought two coaches from the Ghicego & Alton R. R.
which he remodeled into sleepers, the firast the hilstorie No. 8. It was
built of wood with the excephion of wheels and axXels, a low flat roof.

A tall man would bump his head. A wood burning stove in each end of the
‘gar and seats 'ﬁiqumﬁt' springs. Lighted with candles; small toilet
rooms, open was_li rooxﬁs with o tin basin, a water tank, all costing about
$4 500400 | - |

an September 1, 1859 No. © made its first trip, Bloomington %o
chicago, /r During the civil War Pullmen went west » but returned in 1864,
when he prod.uced. the famous Pioneer , the first sleeping car approaching
the modern sleeper of to-day, costing E’iﬁﬁo 000. The car was wider,ionger
and higher. Finighed in handsoma wood =hk&Er, upholsteries, plate g,lass ’
vurnished hetals. Drawing rooms and sections, complete boilets, bthe
very best in bed equipment, lavatories, linen and every luzury.

Then troubie came. The ear could not be used as the station;
platforms were too wide and bridges too narrow.  Cut the platforms amd
&iden the bridges, was Bullmans snswer. The R. R. people scoffed. Then
oame another condltion. President Lincoln was shqgt on Apr:!.l 14, 1865.
his remains were moved in state fmm *}"v;;ﬂington D. Ce to s;uringfield, I11.
The Railroads of Illinols and the state wanted to show thelr respect and
use the best they had so the platforms were cut and the bridges widened
as Pullman had suggested. The Pi.o;rieer was used %o carry the remains of
thé martyred President from Chicago %o Sm'ingfield receiving its
dedication as & participant in the solemn pagent.

1t was George Pullmen who Said "out both ears,mg coach and
sleeper, on the same train at different rates, it will pay". The
railrosd men laughed at Bim. They told him it pould not be done. Pullman
insisted so they trlied out the idea. Passengers used. the Pullman. It
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paid then and does to-day.

_ In 1867 The Pullman Palace Car Company was formed. For some
time the Pullman ears were bullt in railroad shpps. Later plants were
esteblished at Detroit, Elmira, M. Y. and Wilmington, Del.

The Company had its troubles. Their great competitor was the
Wagner Sleeping Car Company. Wagner decided if he could get a contract
with the N. Y. C. RY Co and enter New York City he could get control
of their business. So to help the matter he decided that one of the
Vanderbilt girls wbuid"mgké a good wife. He was successful and beosme
a member of that New York family. Then came the contract which he had
worled for. |

George Pullman had to gp some thinking about how he would

get into New York. He went to the city and became acquainted with
George Gould, who controlled the Erie'Railroad, buk the.Erie
R. B« &t that time did.hnt entey Chicago. After some dalgy and lots of
hard work, arrangements were ma&a,‘allowing them tb use the short
road’; thereby continuing their ttip'into that greet clty of ChicagOe

Many wondered if a conbination of the two compsnies would pay.

The sgme thought had eméered the minds of both Pullman and Wagner; that
1f Bukh eompaniés could eonéoliaatee tuef 1t would be mmech better for |
both. As time passed on both Wégner snd Pullman paéagd to the great
beyond. After Pullmen's deeth and in the yesr 1899 the Pullman gystem
sbezorbed the Wagher Company and to-day we gee Pullmen cars on nearly
every Rgilroad in the United Statess

In 1880 The Pullman Company tailt an induatrial center
outside of Chicago, a2 place of over 12 000 inhabitants, covering a space

Wl , £26a o .
of 3,600 acras, a eity within ltself/ 50 years from that date the
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~company had built 41,000 passenger cars end 312,000 freight cars.
They have from time to time absorbed this company and that one and
to-day make meaf of thelr own materials used in the construction and
equipment of thelr cars. _
To give yeu an idea what the pullman system uses In linen and
beddings for jusﬁ one yeare '

Towels 5 million
gheets -
Pillow slips 2 "
: Blankebs % "
“Pillows % "
Mettresses : "

With 100 supplgr depots at railrosd centers throughout the U. S. A. cars
may be equippeé a"s.neces.sity demends. The average c¢ar carries 400 hand
towels, 250 sheets, 200 pillow slips, 56 blankebts and 8 porbters cosaka.

One of the outstanding costs is the laundry. The records
~show that at least 150,000 pounﬁs.ef soap chipg are used annually. In
the Chicago branch _élane over 50,000 sheets are washed de ironed
‘daily. The snnual cost of the lsundry for the entire gystem amounts to
ovér three millions of dollars. o

The first vestibule uaed on a pullman caywas in 1887 . One year
waé selected and &n that year 96,000 accidents took place ‘:l.n the U. S.
and out of that number only 8 happened on Pullman carsg.

They -éperat_‘e nearly 9,000 cars yearly and cerry dwuling that period
some 34,000,000 peéple. The averasge car millage sach day is 375 miles
and the average. milage for the ave_':@ge passenger «m» ls 420 miles. ihe.
aversge Nomad car covers yearly 150,000 miles -and the aversge ¢ar covers
for'ﬁhe seamne period_lﬁ&,@ﬁﬂ; ALl thé Pulliman cars together cover

@7:")’1/?"‘.'&—(_

yearly aboutb 1,210,000 miles and the milage for all paesengérs)covers.
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15,000,000,000 miles. Each day all departments make their deily report
which shows where egeh and every c¢ar is each day.
As you lmow, ali rallrosd cars are numbare&. | The Pullman cars
are not only humbered byt nemed as well. The numbers you do not see.
The names are. placed on each side of the car. To oﬁtain these names
requires the ti‘mé and labor of one or more persons. It is a position
of importance as an-e-i*ror nmst- not be made, Hmﬁre&s of c:az's-,3 a'zze' rage
a:rmually and 2 name ean not be used on more ‘than one ear. This position
”was held by oneg of %he daughters of George Pullman for several years.
The names useé,gre from some part of the world, either- the name of & oity,
town,village or hamletb. '
| In 186 Ceorge Pullmam married Harrieit Sauger, their home weas in
Chicago, Ille. By this union four children were born . Fiorence who became
the wife of Frank 0 Lowden; war go#emor of Illinois; Harriew, now mrs.
séhemerhem of New York Ciby, Gearge and Sawyer, sons, both now dead.
The great transportation companies aud thelr great systems of
to-day are but the outcome avd corrying out of the lideas of a éhan’cauqua

County boy, George Pulliman..






