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The Eries
Obed Edson,

THE ERIES.
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Southwest of the Iroquoeis, who once imhablited New’ Yorx

betveen them and the territory of the Mound Builders that, longer ago
lived further to the south mnd west, was the country of the Rries.
"he mastodon -nd the mammoth were the oldest of crestures of which
we have definite knowledge, except those represented by the fossils
in the rocks,tyg+ lived in the basin-ef Chautauqua Lake. The lries
were the first human beings of which-ve are fully informed, that:had
fixed ebodes in the County of Chauthiiquaj™' Archaslegical- investigation
and Indian tradition, however, tell"us that Huron, Algonquin, and
other Indian races inhabited there before thenm.

The territory of the Eries once included a portion of south-
western New York and western Pennsylvania, and extensive regione in
Uhio mlong the southern shore of Lake Erie, and perhaps a"part of the

territory once occupled by the Mound Dullders.:

Cf the history of the rles we have but a linited knowledge,

for, no Furopean ever visited them while' they were & distinct people,

i

exXcept it mey have beem by the 'Frenchman, Stephen Brule in 1615. -+
Aside from Indian tradition, such acocounts us we heve of them are
mostly derived from casual mentions made by the early Jesuits of
Canada, and fuller accounts that they gave us of their destruction

by the Irequois in 1656, and the brief references to them made by
David Cuplo® in his History of the Irequois, written nearly a hundred

years ago, and by references to them made 'by Elime Johnson and

other Indian writers.
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* Note: David Cualc was a Tusaarora Indian and B Japtist miniater
of some education, His history of the th Hationn ias regarded by
students of Indian lore as a valuuble book or Indian history cone-

taining natters of much truth and importance, notwithstanding its

many absurdities.
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According to Cusic, the Eries, whom he caslls the
#annestokeroneaha, sprang from the Senecas when that people were &
seperate indepsndent nation.(:Thia happened before the discovery
of smerice, Cusic ssys it was thres hundred fifty years before
that event. His chronology, however, is not regarded as always
reliable.f He says, further, ithat it is supposed that soversipgnty
was at some time conferred upon the *ries by the senate of the F
Tive Nations, and that they at‘firsthocé;piéd in New york‘the |
country between the Nlagara and Genesaeeﬂﬁiﬁers, and that they :
became & numerous and powerful pesple. According to Eliné Johnaon
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the EFries were one of three tribeagall'knoén a8 the Jquawkihows. !

"C ¢! thege tribea{the Kathwaks}lived on the Bighteen Mile f{reek

south of Buffalo, and were later destroyed by the Iroequois. The

wries, we are told by hiqéat that time, lived weat us far as Ffrie,
Pennsylvania. The people who reteined the original namequuawkihowg/;
probably lived on the banks of the (eneasee River and were engaged

in wars with the Iroqueois until they were subdued by them long égo.

tagueneau, the Jesuit, informs us that their name "Frae"
is derived from the multitude of wild cats found in their territory.
These animals were of large silze, probably a species of lynx. Lake
Erie:was called Chat Lake by the French because of the wild cats on

its southern shore, and the people there the nation "des Chat”.
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///The Senecas called the Ffries "Je-go-sa=-sa". VYrrious other names

have heen a#pplied to them, wmostly derived from the word "rrie” or

cat. .
/
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The earliest mention made by Cusic of Cﬁautauqua Lake is in
connection with sn inciddnt that o;éﬁfra&; according to his chfonoioéy,
long before America was discovered. A band of vairiors was sent b}v'
the Senecms to sttack the(ottau;waha, whoagfterritory/than 1a£}
between Leke EZrie and the Chies. They advanced aoove Chauiauqua Lake,
vhich he apells "Catiahgwoah” and made an ancampmant%’ Cne of thelir

nuwber passed 8 swall brook and there discovered a strange greyish

animal resembling a dog. ‘inother warrior, n little later, went to




attack it, and was taken with a pestillence influenced by the animal,
end died. The pestilence moon extended to the other warriors, und

many died. A few escaped oy at once leaving the camp.  This led to

a war between the Senecas and the Ottau-wahs that laqted many yintgij;//

Cusic tells of a femous quqop(gﬁmeﬁ Yagownpen;)who,qat some
time after the Leagué of the Iroquois was established, resided outeide
of the fort Kuhanauka, in a long house called the Peace House. . :he
hed great influence with the people of the several natlons. Her
authority extended over twelve forts. She was called the Mother of
Nations, each of which sent her a wampum belt as a mark of respect.
*hen the Nesslssangers were at war with the Five Nstlions, she admitted
two of the warriors of the latter nation into her house, end while
they were smoking the plpe of peuce, & party of Meanissqggeraﬁcame
and claimed that the two warriors of the Five HNatious bad killed.a
young prince of their peaple. She, in consequence, betrayed the two
verriors and they were killed by her direqyion: Qpe then rquirqq
to Fort Kauquatkay, situeted on Lake Erle, perhaps the fortified
Erie village in the Town of Aipley, and econspired wiih the commander
of th; Erie forces there tc wage war against the Five Nations.

A bioody war followed. <7he Eries were entrapped by & stratagenm.

Cne of the warriors of the five HNations, dresaed‘ﬁg a bearf%fgg

seated in the path a little distance in front of the Eries; who,
thinking that the varrior wes a bear sitting at hie ease, pursued

it end were led into an awbueh, which resulted in six hundred of

the Eries being slaim. This war coniinued, end Fort Kauquatkey waa,
attacked, and & seige continued several days, but through the powerful
influence of Queen Yagowanes, the Erias were left in entire possession
of the country. The scene of this war was perhape in the Counties of
Cattaraugus and Chautmuqua.
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In the "Jesult Relationa® for 1648“ Puge 46,;it is said,

" The lake numed Erie was formerly inhahited, on its southern coast,
by certain people whome we c¢all the Hation of the Cat, who have been
obliged, at last, to withdraw ianland, in order to get away from

their snemies, who are more toward the vest. These people of the Cat
have a number ¢f fixed villages, for they cultivate the ground and
are of the same language as our Hurons.®




William M. Beauchamp, in his "History of the Iroquois" infors

that the Erios waro thon probably in tho oouthorn pnrto of Cattarmugua
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and fhautauqua Counties, and that to thoir towns thero £ L) may assign
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the Haoaawomockos, g0 muoch droadod 1n tho onrly dayo of Virginia.
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He aays, rurthor, that "as the bzrth plaoo of a oaptivo to the Onaidas,
. t.- .
the name Gontaietou, the chief! Erie town slone hus come down to us.'

——

Cueslig concludes his ”History or the 5ix Hations” with the

statement that "the Eries declared war againat the Five Yetions, and
& long and bloody war ensued. At laot the kries were driven from the

1

country, and it was supposed that thoy joined vith some southern

nutions; eafter which the kingdom onjoyed (ponoa) wifhout dtoturbance
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for many years."”
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This event, the final hattlo, and the ovorthrow of tho Eries,
oceurred in 1656, efter which, many Friano flod from t\oir country,
others wers received into the Joneoo nu;ion, and now the blood of
the Eries flows in the veins of o;ny of that people. Their lends in
Chauteuqua County afterwards became the hunting and fiohing grounds
of the Senecas, and 80 continood until the traaty of Biy Tree, made
in 1797, when they were surrendered by tho Sonoouo to the white
people, roaarving to the Indians the right to hunt and fiah in
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tho county.

"

Littlo moro does history or tradition tall usof thise \
people, who for two centuries at louot inhuoitod Lhautauqua County
before Europoano came there. ";om all tho accounto we havo, the
Yries were ; brave and warlike pooplo. Parte of their country were
infested by rattle-snakes, and they fought with polsconed arrows.
They had wars with, and were loag a torror to tho Iroquois and

nelghboring nations, but little haa been prosorvod of tho hiatory

of those wars.®
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* Note: 3Jee further Edson's liistory of Chautauqua County, published

in 1894, at pagen 43-68 inclusive,




The Eriee are alsc believed to have been great hunters.
In the old abandoned village of Ripley, situated on the shore of Lake
krie in our county, were found the bones of tﬂe beaver, mooge, clk,
turtle, wild cut, and the memmoth. The wolf, bear, and the deer;
the'pinemartln, and all the smalief.gﬁmé, in gréﬁt numbers, inhatited
our county. Once the buffalo and the paﬁther lived there; the
poisonous rattle-snake, and & bleack snake of large size inhabited
there, until after it was settled by white ment The remains of
beaver dJdema were also abundant in the county.

The‘Eries practiced agricuit&re t; a limited extent. By
a logg process of b&rning and hackiﬁg Qithlgxes of stone, they
clea;ed t;acts of land which they rudely culiivated with hoen of
vood and bone. They, like other Hursn;iroquoia people, raised
corn, beans, gourds, pumpkins, sunflowera, ﬁemp, nnd tobrecoo.
“rom their relastive superiority sand their having fixed places
of abode, they became more advenced in the arts of life than the
vther wandsring trives of !mericua,

very valuable information has baén gathored respecting
them by archaeologiats, who have made scientific sxuminations of
their earthworkas, burial places, end stone implemonts left in the
county, e;pecially by Arthur C. Parkér: 5tat;'h;éhhaologiat, who
mede a scieptific and thorough examination 4f the shandoned Erie
village, and buriul place in the To;n ¢f Ripley, on the shore of
Laeke Erie, in the County of Chautaugua; also on the !McCullough
ferm in the Town of Cerry, snd at verious other places, especially
in the Conevango and Cassadaga valleys. Aboriginal'reméins are
abundant in our county, enclosed villages, many of the remains
of whigh are visible to this day. Cne circular earthwork, entirely
undisturved, in a grove of orfgiﬁal !orasi trees, has beeh'rdbaﬁily
discovered near the village of Sineleirville. Ilany burisl places
und evidences of rudely cultivated tracte of land are well known,
Stone implements are found on slmest every farm.

These remnins were not, however, tne work of a contempora-

neous peopls. The presence of Huropoan implements, the condition
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of the earth works and ash heaps, indicate that it has not been long
since some of their fires have been put outy while other remains
show a much greater mntiquity. Burial plsces known as ossuaries,
arrows, and stone implemente of = more ancient finish, some the work
of the Mound Builders, some of Algonquin and Huron races, and some

believed to be even of Noguimau menufacture are found. 'The evidence

—— e .

of the occupation of our county by the Senecas of the hix Nutlons
is plainly to be gseen, later still, . L i
The religious idess and legends of the Erios were llke those ‘

of kindred Huron-Irogquoils people, from whom they wers the offeshootes.

Their beliefs were only such ss nature taught them. ‘hey were n rude

snd unclutivated pegple and neer tc nature. Thoy claimed kinship with

the birds and animale, and thought them o have & swuperior and myster=

fous wisdom, Their God they saw in the clouds, and His volce they

heard in the wind and the thunder. They symbolized their belief in !
marvelous stories, such as all primitive people fancy, for the human

mind is one of nature's produets, like the rocke and mounteins, but

88 the rocks and mountaing, after e long process of time, yleld to

nature's superier forces. 5o do primitive bpeliefs yield to culture

and scientific research, retuining only the c¢enentiel and vital

principal that nature teachss. ]
Cusie tells us that thay believed their race begun with the

tall of o woman from above, alighting upon a turtle's back ag it

arose f{rom the nea, becoming an island and st length the continent of

North America. Upon the turtle's back twins were born; one of a good

and the othser of a bad mind, He tells of.the coaflicting influences

that thene opposing minde had thersafter upon their race for good

and evil. e tella of the Holder of the Heavens who represented the

fluron=Iroquois Deity, who eonducted the Five Nations to their permanent

nomeg in Hew York, instructed them in their moral duties, gave them

doge to hunt with, and seeds to plant. He tells of their faeith in

marvelous storles; of great, horrid serpents; flying heads; ¢stonish-t~f

gianssy; of the big Juis Guis which he guggests may habe been the

mammoth. Some of these legends he represents in his history by rude
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pictures, He tells of sorcory more ancient; and of wiiches more
versetile than those of 21ld “mlem; witches that could turn themselves
into wolves and foxes; =and when cloaely pursued ceculd hide thelr
identity by chunging themselves into stones 2znd rotten logs. Fifty
of these witches, he sayr, werse burned near Cnondaga Lake by order }
of the Irequels, leng before the dasys of witcheraft in Salem. j
Ve Guaio relates their legend of an enormous mosquito, the ‘
/// ancestor of its species, that invaded the Onondage country, end with
: his long blll sucked the blood of many warriora, and committed such *
dapredations ag to cuuse the psople to call to their uld the Kolder .
of the Heavena, who chased the monster to the borders of the Creat :
Lakes and all around the country, and at lart succeeded in killing |
it near the Onondaga Lake. 3But this heartless crecture took a cruel
and pestiferous revenge by turning the drops of his bicod, ms he died, 1
;
into little mosquitoes, which thereafter infe~ted the salt marsches of |
the.-Cnondaga country, and which, even to this duy, are inflidiing g
malicious and unneceéssary cruelty upon the neutral end innocent
white people, that since, in some way, have come into the possesgsion i
of 2ll the Indian lands.
These legends were the romancee of o rude people, which,
like the stoeries of the Sphinx, Robin Hood, Jonah and the whale,
were innocently told by, and to, unlettered people, not so rmuch for
the truth they were supposed to have, as the lessons that they taught.
recomplished writere in the pest, and of the present day, indulge in

fiction with no more foundation for their facts, but with the

-
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legitimute purpose of polinting A wmorsl and adorning a tale, ,/’//
%ith Chemplsin there come from Fronce missionarids of the

order of Si, Francis. In 1625, the Franciaecans were followed by

the Jesuite, who instructed the Indinns of the north and west, w«nd

lobored fur one hundred and fifty years umong them with unbounded

zeal. ‘These Jesuits annually itransmitted to their superiors in

Frunce, full snd careful reports of their doings; descriptions of .

the lndiens und of their manners and customs. Stained and worme-anten

books containing these reports urgqpreserved in Furis, and are called




the "Relations of the Jesuits™. They hold a high place amecng histo-
risne as authority, and are regarded es asuthentic and trustworthy.
The Jesuits and all travelers and writers, femiliar with the subject,
agree that the customs of all the Huron-Iroquols nations, which
includes the Eriee, closely resemble each other.

Perkman saye "at intervals often of twelve years, the
Huron-Iroquois, Neutrals, and other kindred tribes, were accustomed
to collect bones of their dead and deposit them with great ceremony
in 8 common place of burial. The whole nation was sometimes assembled

Cha, e iy < P

at this aolemnityviand hundreds e¥~vﬂr2§e€4brought from temporary
resting pleces, 'eﬁ:h?;humed in a ‘¢apacioue pit., From this hour,
they believed, the immortality otAthoir souls began, that they took
wing, ae ‘some affirmed, in the shape of pigeons; while the greater
number declared they Journeyed on foot rnd in their own likeness, to
the land of shades, bearing with them the ghosts of wampum beltis, beaver
ikins, bows, arrows, and pipes, keitles, beads, and rings, ﬂﬁi’buried
them in a common grave."  These burial places are known as ossuaries,
many of which existed in Chautauqua County, several being in the
Town of Jer.y, near Sinclairville, which have been examinad by the
writer ol this article,iaome of wh?ch were upon the farm, in that
town, owned by Benjamin L. Barrison,” of Dhnkirk;>

Many Indians, we are told} h;iieved in a spirit world, or
rather a land of shades, which they supposed existed far beyond the
setting sun, where, in their vague imaginations, perpetual summer
reigned, snd the mueic of singing birde was always heard,-- a phantom
world, where only the apparitions of mounitains und velleys, forests
and rivers existed. The deer, the antelope, the bear, and the pan=-
ther were ite inhabitants,- fhosts of depairited and once living creatures.
This "Happy Region" they believed, "wae peopled with swarms of spirite,
who applied themselves to exercises and diversions ms their fancies
led them. Some were pitching the figure of a juolt, others were
tossing the shadow of a bell, others were breaking the mpparition

of a horse, end multitudes employed themselves upon ingenious handi-
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crafts, with the souls of departed utensils.” Not all their dead

found their way to the spirit world. Brabeuf, the Jesuit, says,

"Ag the spirits of the old and the children, thei are too feseble for
the murch {0 the Land of Shades, are forced to stay behind, lingering
near their earthly villages, wvhere the living often hear the shutting
of their invisible cabin doors, and the weak voices of disembodied
children driving birds from their corn=fields."”

Bryant has expressed their belief in the "Indian Cirl's

Lament for her Lover."
. " ‘Twas I the broidered mocsen made,
Thit shod thee for that distent land;
'"Pwas 1 thy bow and arrows laid
) Yeside they still cold hand;
Thg -bow in many s battle bhent,
'Thy arrows never vainly sent.

" With wampum belte I croesed thy bdbreast,
And wrzpped thee in the bison's hide,

Aind laid the food that pleased thee best,
In plenty by thy seide,

And decked thee bravely, as became

A warrior/of illustirious name.

“ Thou'rt happy ncew, for thou hast passed
The leng dark journey of the grave,

And in the land of light, at last,

Hast joined the good and brave;

Armid the flushed and balmy air,

The bravest and the loveliest there.

" Yet, oft to thine own Indian maid

Even there thy thoughts will earthward stray,-
To her who site where thou wert lsaid,

And weeps the hours away]

Yet almost can her griel forget, ‘
Te think that thou dost love her yet." / .
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The burial places of the Fries furnish @videunce of this. = "% ¢ i

care and affection for their dead, whiech appears to have been fully

as grést as that of civilized people. The scientific examination made
of the ancient Erie village at Ripley, by Arthur C. Parker,lspowa

that grounds had been set apert from those occupied by that people

a8 8.vlllage, for a cemetery for the burial of their warriore, men,
women, and children, in gravea that had heen made by rude implements,
al proger depths, ln which the dead were buried in appropriete
positions, often with & carved clay pipe, or a finely shaped sarthen

pot that had probably contained food fer the departed one while on the

way to the Happy Land. Sometimes a mother and a child were buried as




if in each other's embrace, These graves contained other evidences
of their consideration for the dead, as pronounced as that of an
enlightened people.

The homes of the Eries had been longer in our county than
ours have been. They were as strongly attached to the so0il as we,
The forest-bordered streams and lakes had been familiar for genera-
tions to their race. Long had their legends and traditions been told:
b§ their rude firesides. Long had the Indian girl gathered wild flowers
and her pleasant voice been heard in its wild woods, where now are
gresn fields, and the noise of the sirem cars and factories are heard.
Yet how little do we know of their history. C;;e only full and
authentic accounts we have of the fierce struggle resulting in their
overtnrow in 1656, is told by the Jesuits, LeMoyne, LeMercier, Duguesne,
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Chaunanot, and Dabalon., Then their Tires went out at once, as thati
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of the sun when it goes down in the west at the close of the day,
in the waters of the Great Lake to which they gave their name, and
which is so familiar in their hisiory, leaving all in darkness, with
only their graves to tell thedr siory.

" 3ut they are gone

with their old faorests wide and deep

And we¢ have built our homes upon
Fields where generations sleep.

" Thelr fountains slake our thirst at noon,
Upon their fields our harvest waves,

Qur lovers woo beneath thelr mocn,

Let us spere, at least, thelr graves."”






