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By Abner Hazeltine

o

IR JOSEPH DIX.

which exaltelh s naiion

" and love of country which makes all the people kin, is the care

with whichOUthe memory of the deeds snd achievements of irnozce who

wrought Lhos@ deeds 1Is nfeserved. A nation is judeed by whatl

its people coomplish Tne nmblon whlcn-rorvetn or neglects Lo

i
1
¥
i--- R . L, :‘x-,_u‘ -‘r| _“ ,s;
i

 preserve a -Tair record of the deeds of: ts ‘pecple 1o incite wom-

ta ducy. our

l..h

" ing generations to greaver achievem&ﬁgs ralle

B falhers accomplished mighty ihings in arss, literature snd science,
in tne advaqce of knowledge, the furious haste of business pur-
:;:- suits, and the accomplishment of great-enﬁerprrsea by the pres-

gnt generation, credit and honor have been, and are yet accorded

2 k-

A 1) ouf ancestorsf%hb auflfered and wrought mightily for their

_—_ :‘E R e e, - . . -
o BquB :ovs.'_ i ﬁhhgﬁ been‘written of the Valuahle services of
- }-u\_‘y‘ X :_f{-r
o the paLP]Ob% w0 gained our 1nd ependcenee ald liberty, and particu-

larly o1 the ablﬁ and devoted men who oommdqded armiecs and led

g o PR : 3 -
re g 1ents~in the revolutlonary war.“ %It Will be a Dlea sure at .. »

2

= A L % = .
Tuw St . r(‘_‘ M .

-~ 5 £ ﬂxr-\ A S ~~

,‘tbls time Lo ueﬁarqtenwhat has been:wrmtten that'which relatesnﬁé;

-one, who but = prlvate, bore a hrave part faithi fully and long in

;Vthat mighty effort, and afterwards assisted in no small way lo
SR make. our fair county & fitting place Tor the howges of its sducated

and happy people.

-

Joseph Dix, the subject of this sketch, descended from Hew

”
Gngland stock, #was born in the town of Lelcestern, iass, in 1753,



{2}

Tre fouwnder oU ine Tamily in this country, Fdward Dix, embarked

From travesend, inpland, in 1635, a2t the ape of ninetsen. e

settled =l Jotertown, Hzssachunetis, andé his name appears on ths

earliest lieu of proprietors of that town. He was sdmitied a
Treeman 1'ay 4th 16358, There wos £t thzl day a variely in the

spellineg given to Droper nanes. His name was variocusly spelled

Bikves, Doeks and Dixo. TV wes deouplleus be who subscribsed al
the church satnering ot Charlestown, kassachusetts. IT this be

the Tacl he must heve como over in the fleet witn Governor
*inthrop in 1530, znd wust hsve retumed to Tneland for a wife.
This 1is not improbable, Tor on the same ship on vhich heé came in
1635, there was Jane Wilkinson whom he warried. "e nauves of
othier persons, residento of Vatcrterr, appear on ine Charlestown
Tisi with his, He mac a selectman in 1850, and had been a2 consiae
ble, for wupon tho record ol tue Lown 1t appears ho was {fined by
the court, »ith cihers, each ten shillines, Tor not fumishing
standard hali bushel messures, while comstable.

Hig descendent Jocepn Dix, of the Tilth peneration, enliisted
rom the towm ¢f fturbridee, Viorcesisr Couniy, “assachusetts, at
the are ol Lwealy-onc years, @0 2 private in Captain Timeihy Parker's
comnany ol minabe men, of Golonel -eth Yarner's regiment, and morche
ed to Campridoe on 4pvil 124h,1778, immediately after lhe arrival

of tne messencer glvine the slsrm thot the British troops had

marcihred [or Lexington. His service in bthis orgonization was but
temporary, ond was briei, The regimenti wae ordered Lo Roxbury to

joln Bripgadicr Gensral Thomas. His service as a "Hinuie Man" ended



onn April 27ta.voen neg enlistod as o private in Captaln Adam

: e I 1.
Aartin's Company of Jolonel Learned's Hesiment.

Uit July Z7th,
tho briguads of wihich Colenel Learned's reriment waoc a part, and
another under command of Bripadier frencrgl Spencer wers "ordered

.

10 compose we richt wing in the a2rmy commanded by Major General
Vard and Lo remaeln at Roxbury snd its southern dependencies.”
This order wes undoubtedly wade by vashingilon, for he had ithem
taken command of the army at Combrildge. It s contained in the
"Crderly Poox" kerpl by Colonel ¥illiar Henshaw who,was thﬁﬁ
AMdjulany tencral, The wservice of the army to wnich Captain
Uiz was attachsd durine wale enlistiient was douibtless defensives
while tne"Siere of Dosion” continued, which onded Harch 17th.of
the 1o.lowine jear {1776), lor it was av Cambridge that the Cap-
tains drew loits to deteruine which of them should accompany

*

Arnold on nis 1li-=Cated expsdition Lo GQuebsac.,’ Precisely how

lune hoe served It Lnly company upon that enlisginent is not de-

Linltely Tnown, iis nom? 1o found on tho company's muster roll
. = = o s o : . . "

ol Corcher 1775, He himselfl says in his anplication {or & pen-

sion "o uwiz space of eignt months”. Heine at Roxbury, he

oubtles=s ™as in Lle vatiles of Roxbury o~nd Uorchester Heights.s

1. lous.welidiers 3 swilors in Hev, Var, Vol TV.

2. Urderily dook, benshaw, vditiom ol 1877. 54

B, Oodman s a'toTJ o Fxpedlilion to Quebec, 29 {(Macmillan 1002).
G, nass, coldlers ~ vailors of tne ev.War, Vol.IV,

&, Habtiles of “ne Americsy Nevolutlion (La?rington) 152, and

ook of the Revolution, H579.

[
£ 7

Lossirg'c t'iol



Waonineton vas orgeniziung his armpy and preventine Lord liewe f'rom
leaving gosion by inlsni excursions, It was In tnls sarvice and

in these patlies he ecgived the bLroining that prepared him Lor

. B8u "@qucnf . i
nislong and leithful service.

Taenctowe evacuacod vosion he retired by cea to Halifax, and
tnere wolived for retnrorcenonts. Here his situation was so un-~

comfortable, and the delays in the arrivel of his reinfcrcements
co crest that ne decldel tc mgt o an attack with the army he had
morn ey York. 4a landed uwvon Ttaten Island on the fourith of
July, 1776. Washingston, dmmadiately after the departure of the
2ritish {rom Boston, marched bis army by divisions to dew Ynrk,
the last bricads left headquarters st Cambridee April 4thw=Be-
Core the removal of tne army Joseph iz had enlisted as 2 vnrivate

i eaptaln Enmzel urcis’ Uompany of thie 4'h, Vassachusetts, at

that limo known az the 3rd, Continental Tnfavtry, cormmended by

Colones ¥iilisne Lhenard. Howe f{ound Washineton's army entrench-
ed onn Long Islongd zand {fo YVork Island. dajor General Jobn
suilivaen was 1n command., Geéeneral Jemes Clinton, brother of the

famous Governor of Hew York, was in comnand of the Hew ¥ork troops
on the oppozite side cf Long ITsland Sound, to cut off any attempt

that 2ieclt he made g land ifroops in Festchester County, or on

. G P A A e s b A A WSS AR M e Am e S S g T Awe WO AN YN M e G WS RS M A S R WTR M WA A e bt N LR MR SRS i e M A W A A B A ey e A e e e

1. Drake's Campalgn of Wrenton.



Yne indications were thset General Howe would make his first
e¢ltort on Loug Island, and General Sullivan waso reinforced.
wnothe 20ud, ol August, Gonersl dowe under the cover of his fleet

Linded his symy, ansl ine: o were engasoements at Platbush ond

Valley Grove botuveen auewst T0nd, ond 881h. The Hessians under
Generals Delloister zunnd Jfuyphausen nad arrived. On the Z7th.oc-

curred the dlsastrous battle of Brocklyn - sometlines called ihe
batlle of Uew York, by the latter of which namres it is dezienated
by Caploin Ulx in nis

was Laken prisoners; and Uolonel fhepard was among itiwse who were

. 1.
TOAAOC . tashinston el was in Uew York,went over io the
caian ot Brooklyn during ing battle, and it not beine pesgibvle to

retrieve ilie Alsgsstor, vithdrew ihe lrocope to Hew York.

Great despondency rasulted from this battle and Lhe conse—
guent relreat, the confldence ol the apmy and bthe people wag
shaken, and Washington was ithen, and hls course st that itime

¢ been severely criticised asince. He himaself wrote of it,

F
1

"Yhis wisfortune hannened in great moasure, by two detachments

of our peownle. wno wers !éawyaa twe roads headed througn Rim
woedd tn intercept the onexmy in ioelr march, suffering = surprise
oitd masing a precipitate ratirset.t Barsiall, in his Life of

“esulngton, says "ihe army did not contalin e single corpe of
cavalry. fad the voneral boen furnished with n few troops of

[
licht horee, to serve wesely as videts, 1t is probzhle thet move-
monL wo declslve of the Taie ol the day could net havs besn nade. ©

" . G g or B e kAl G W o e s e W R GED M L N M Y Wl MG AN A R S e ek Sl ool e M M e W el e sl s A vkl el A A AR S e SN N R S L A g

1. Heitman's Nepistor of Uificsrs of 8. Marshall's Lifs of
Conlinantal Army, 364. Wasnington, V.1,Chaps B&



Lf1r tnils battle both armies were active, each striving te
ratt an sdvanteace. Generai Howe planned to drive %Washineton from
nis position at tort Washinecton upon the upper end of the Island,
and Yort Lee on tno opposite shore in New Jersey. He entrenched a
part of hie sramy at MeGowan's Hill under Lord Fercy, sud sent

three irigates up the Hud

part up Last Hiver into

RN RO hi:

S
I

g Throoegs Henk,

lan

o
Lar
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EXN

huselis.
getob
time

&

e 10t

fork Tuland,
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Lo

5

and Yanded I
tiie maein Joand
works.®

Ceneral Howe remaine

forcements, and on

zbout our
le of much

1

s8I

son pacst the forts,

th

strenmll

thes
Jaresani

*merics

somotimes

and embarked anothsr

e Sound and landed at Frog Point, since

behind ¥ashincton's

wead at Vinesbridre upon

cimsnts to Jfestchester

the British there, apong then

here Was o sharp ensagenint at Frog

er in wihich this regiment
i
(iU.V&

was engoged

ce ol Whe Hesslans, who made the

Lewb, a oriticn officer, in hie

1) Jar, published at fblin 1808,

say e

of Ucobcober, marched fron the advanced

arxl embarged in boats, passed up the

» 2
W%

o

rogs Heok

N

rie
L

browen down by the Americans,

thera some days in his fleet weitine

the 1fth, vuccesalully landed his army

miles from Prog Foint. Bere occurrod

importance, sometimes called the Ssttle

the ®attle of Pelham lgnor. Both



lhrogrs seck and Pells Folnt beine in the Hanor of Felham, these
twn engageoments have been confounded by many writers. The 4th,
Tassachuselbts was engaced in both. At Pells Foint there were
four regiments: Colonel (lever's, Colonel dead's Cclonel Shepard's
and Colonel 2Zoldwin's, a total force of officers and men of 1119-=-
arcely more than a nodern regiment.l' 4 recent suthoritative
a
sgoecount of this battle (Ahbgit) states that Colonel shepard was
gy3in seriously wounded in this engasementq and that the force
was under the cormand of Colonel Ulover ol ke Harhleanead, assg-
cisetts, who Tourht tho battle wilh great skill and
tolonel Glover's cwn resiment had no part in the battle, anA
Golons1 Baldwin's ned It 2 small pert. he battle nay be said
Po hao haeen foueht by Colonel Read's and Colonel iheperd's

rorimanita, about 400 against ten Limes their number of ciscliplined

seldiers. The loss of the Ariiish proper was three privates
¥illed =nd twenity wounded. The great logs was ameng tue Hesslans.

to tneir officere in Germany, aid il has been
gifftcult to ascertain the exact truth of ithe extent of their loss.

Y

dowever, 1t was ascasrisined wilh substantial accuracy from desert-

ers, te have peen from =00 to 10470, a tétal eguasl to iwice ths

. . 3
number of Ageéricans engooed in the batile

1. Schiari's Hislory of vestchester County, V.1, P.417, and
Battle ol Pells Toint - Abbatli - 1941, Pase 6.

“. Lallls of Pells Foint, 19

F. o =atlile of Pells Point 19-70



Theee skeleton regimsnts, allhoueh composed of brave men,
strugsline in the cause of liberty, could not withstand the enemy
at thie plzce, sscicted by the fleet, so0 they fell back upon
Yhite Pleins where an important hattle was fousht on Cctober 28th.

Hiat varticular nart these regiments took in that batile is now

4

Ii0ficounil e Lo 8iate, iThey do not appesr in any returns of the
lecases incurrsed there that ars accessible. From the known fact
thet the rerimenis were at Freg Point and Pells Point, ana from

Lre Turiher fact thal snen after the battle of %hite Plains,

aasiinefon crossed tue dudson and retreated into Wew Jersey, he

leit only Gomerel Lee to wateh the operstions ol the enemy; it

] Fl

eupsars cerhaln thatl thess men vwere at Vhits Plains, thoueh perhpps
*r‘t 1

in reserve, and wenbh with Washinglon afier the battle.

"y

Cppressed by {he diseasters at Long Island and Phite Plains,

-

corpelled to retreat, the terms ol enlistwent of wmany of his
zcldiers neing shoul Lo expirs, sl only saved for an additional
six weesizl service by the promise of a bounty of ten dollars, the
poney Ior wunich wazs obtained by the patriot financier, Robert

torvis, on his own private credit, Washineton wag not discoursged.

Je wrote to Lonrrens, "Could anyihing boe more destructive ol the

i

eerul ting busincss, thon sivine ton dollars bhounvy oy six wecks
servine in ihe wmiliviz, wao comg in, you cannoi tell heow, 20, you
capinot tell when, -md act, vou cannot tell where, who consume your

'

1. uUehael's distory of Ventchesiter Co. V.1,P.454

B F R K R IR o KRRk aror X e R ¥R EK.
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provisions, sxhsust youre stores, and lgave you ot last in a
critical momemt.“l re planned and executod a2 most Brilliant
caforrian L the dead ol winter that relieved lew Jersey ana saved
Philodeiphia. The remorkablo crossing of the Delswere amid snow
arnn o2, oolsdrobed v litersztire ang ari, was mudo on the night
of Christnas, and the victory at Yrenton was early the next day.
Thore never jad s suenrlse more conplaie, nor a vioetory that gsve
morc sneoursrsment vo those w0 succesded. ol coutent witix this
success, 2ud glithiouniihis sttuastion was criticel, snd the difii-
culiy of re-crossince thle Delawayre oo rrest that he beldly abardoned
the fdea of 2 retreat, warched hls army by a circullous route to
Vringeton, wn2rae Lord Lorowallis hod colicgeted o force, and on

Lthie Sri o Jenuary successfully foueihit the Be-otle of Princeto

=
|..J

21 the effect of these two sucsenasful betilcs, harshall in his
£ite of ‘astdnnion orites,- "Uhe beoid, judiciocus and unexpoested
attroka made at Trenton and Princeton had s ouch more oxtensive

iniiuanee han wouls be suppoued Ivos g more 23%lasite of the Kille

...l.
~h
O
=3
Pl
e
ot
&

ed anl taken. They saved Pnilsdelphi winter, recovered

pow Jevsey, ond whet wes still wore importance, raevived the droop-

m
i m

Gepeoral Sullivan, who was taken

was 1 otreand ab wris Lime of kot poriicon of the Naw Tnelanld

Wil

soldisrs of wiiich L reriment in whigh Cantain Dix served -was

o o om0 e e e e 0 e 2 e . e B 1 e e 8 o e o B e e e e
L. Laeshailte Yafe of hasbineton, Vol.l, D.126.

= o e i e T Y Veae i vie T Or £yt o
Z. carsnedits Tite of aspington, ¥ol.l, P.o 185,
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After Trenton and Princeton, Washingt% reti ad to Morris ) ;

. v o oy ‘51; \ i
(ilj‘ town, New Jersey. fl,waﬂﬁhgg?ﬂtbat Cap ‘i‘;bi enristmentgfgfvﬁhp*‘ -
year, 1n Polonel Shepard's r@gléfﬁt exnifeé' y and ﬁ%»on Marchyygtl} g
1777 a ;n‘enllsted as cornoral'in)his ola company. éév anded.ggq;'
bantain Adam Jartln,:bvt thgig%il@jpt mévithégfknown%geithe tléfﬁ::i
Contlnental nfantry%“afterwaréé-}; the ié:ﬁ ﬁaqé phusetta, Aﬁgy
- S : . :

wes commanded by Polonel Tlmothy BlﬂelOWvu Colonei-Ebenézer°' s

.
-

B = -

Learned Wilo Was Colonel durinc the nrevious“s@rvx ﬁoi Captalnuﬂlzxi

A ‘?\,17

O .

“

-

"in it; had been promoted to be-Brigadier Generala. Colone1 Bigelow

;o

had been & major in ﬁfnoldﬁs.exﬁedition to Quebec;”and 8 comrade -

4 o
: ‘M‘.

of Dix at Lambridge iﬁu' General Learned’g brigade wlth one other -

et o A N - &t"f’ \

NS m, ’x‘s\;«, ‘a i

was sent by Washinvton undcr Benodiot Arnold to the assistqnce oi

o ‘._ ~

the Horthern Army,“and to report to General ochuyler.at St111waterg‘

H Y-
)._,u .( " ‘ e v RS

- Arnold wept lnto camp Tat Halff&oon about“the middle Of;Ju]J.:.i”r‘ L

u,"-? o o«

M ps.g ~ -l. ‘_"‘ . '&2~‘:i¢=

E g- M

When the news came -of ‘the bﬁttle of Oriskanj, General ochuyl §<:g

W e

te

‘

oy 2l

I3

o

O

1

- ~,‘_4
I

saw the n809581ty of resculng Port Stan%ﬁx aﬂalnst the aesault -

R . : .

of St Lerar, who waﬁﬂcomlnn from¢03wepo o join‘eurgogne in h16§

P o \¥? .\ ,‘“-,, ‘{n.‘\ Ir@"“A : L »'kJ N *

—t 8 ln

« -

1ncursion over Lake Lhannlaln and tnrouﬂh thb valleyﬂoﬁ the Hudaon.

[ -SRI

- v

He 11ed a council of War, but was onposed—by his 5f?icers. ‘ He

- ..;.»
- - ]

exclalmed, "I assume the responslollity, Wher is the lnadiag' "
- ot 7 el oo 3:3“3 . .

aid ali‘sat 51lcﬁt eave Arvold who' impetu—

ﬂ""&.‘d’.ﬁ\.‘.

who w111 FOT" FIt i

o

- = ' -
S - -

ously sald,'"I will go."”' 1 OOFE aCﬂuuetbﬂ men were detached

g?”f .

.
e S

-
{

for the serque.~ The exped; 10'- tarfed up tha vakley of the Mohawk
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ally defeated the aavanceuo St Leger, drove back hls army and .

;-

[ . i * 4 éu“ uﬂ)ig '___‘!, _;,.;' ),3:,, ;‘L LA-'Eas,hut w : £ ann "":}4 . i\?h:"ﬁ*‘;ft
scattered- the barbarousasava L he%had engaaed.,igahe‘ﬁasmachu- xj '
N .‘,v:_;’; Ay o ?‘-, . e
setls men‘were the brlgades of (enerals Learnad, Bates, ﬁesson and
. . “44“- § - B §
Jackson. Géptain‘?xx must“have been with hls reniment aL *the” ‘if

N [

This must be one of the’ batties of whlhh

-

bhatitle of - r“cnrt btanw1x.

~

Captaln Dixnim hisrapplic&tron foriampensicn;‘aften;menticnlng:gugiy

r T " f

rexexyed several importunu‘ones, nodestly clasaes Wlth “several -

u -

Iy

1 e d -;f .t > - .-
- = TR, - i o L e - -
otners of lews note: “ PN S D A : ¢
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~ When . Leneral ﬁoratiomGatesveuperceded Geﬁcral}Scﬁuyler in tﬁé;

- v .

command of the Northern Army, it wasﬂenchmped on the wost baﬂk e

.

Burﬁoyne 8. Army was s0me thlrty mlles up* the e o

t—::*'
G
%

of the ﬂudyon.

river on the—east bank There was no especwal actlvity until -

;x et

the. battle oz Ijenninrzton anthehlﬁth of August, When the plans ¥y
of 1

- )
urroyne recelved a cheok, nor after that untll he GrOSm@d T

u H

k

the Hudson,sand advancedfon buratoﬁé . Onrmpe lgth:there'wayew k“w

. . - . “
“'ﬁs P a . i

:.t- Remus Heisrhts, ‘the other at

e o e

two. dLStlnG+ battles fouqht, ‘one

Freeman's “arm

i l

withkothers, OCGdPibd the fortltleé blatoau to the ieft 27

5

At ﬁreeman 8 fnrm Genewal Learﬂed’s brigade,. .
" ‘5}.,\‘, LY E A ag

o h@ B . - Yy ¥

St

" Here,

because Leﬂmral Gates removed a portion of- Arnoldte” d‘VlSlon, an

3 - e Y A K
altercation occurrﬁdab@twaen them,ﬁand Arnold ln aF pa%310ﬂ3t0 B
44 PR n N -

z.q

outbreak asked 1eavé;to g0" and join Washinpton.‘

.Gates ﬁraﬂted -‘“'

£

afterwards arr*ved, was, plven s

-

the rmquest and Gen é ai Lincolngwho
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1. LObEln? 8" ITield Béok of tue Revclutlon,‘Vol 1, papes 4118 2650°,
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his command. ﬁrnold quicklyxrepented and. 11nzered Wlth the. army :
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