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It was my pleasure a few days ago to scale the southern rise of the Mohawk Valley and
rediscover in the depths of a sylvan paradise, the Haunted Lake, shimmering, shining,
sparkling, smiling, under the ciear heavens all by itself, pure and beautiful as on the

radiant morning of its creation.

On every side the hills gathering together, Mount Vision at the foot turning her back upon
old Crumhouse down the valley and, at the head, The Sleeping Lion majestically
guarding the northern pass. The mountains rising from either shore are densely wooded

from waterline to tiptops.

A little stream leaves the foot and steals away gently and unobtrusively, rippling along
through pleasant meadows and gathering strength from every hillside, rolling southward
past thriving villages and crowded cities, through rich farm lands and mountain
stonehouses of coal and iron, five hundred miles to the long arm of the sea where the

mighty Susquehanna mingles with the Chesapeake.

The air is filled with an unseen presence and a spirit moves on the face of the deep. A
master mind has hallowed the scene and the waters on the pebbly beach murmurs a name
familiar to many nations and languages, but nowhere so affectionately recalled as upon

the shores of Otsego Lake.




James'FéﬁniméreCooperisgonethﬁesi:nyymandﬂmebmthemagi’cofhisgcnius
_ lmgcrsaroxmdthelakehesolovmglydmcnbed,andh:sacuonshmmttheseenesheso

- vmdly staged.

T eard the musical g of Wal-ta-wab, the genle Indian maid and glimpsed the besuty
offraﬂ, Lmhappyludxth, I heard the stentonan voice of Harry Harry lounging in the IA
doorway of the Ark; I saw, at dusk, the camp-fires of the Iroquois gleaming from the
© gravelly poi;;ts, ;i:dthc dim outlines of MuskratCastIe where the rushes wave on the

- shoal Gf'ﬁuﬁér’s Island.

_ Dear, honest Natty Bumpo skimsthe‘lakeinhiscanoe and roams the woods around,
. bunting deer with dog and gun, stealing into church with his Mohigan brother to hear the
words of Parson Grant, hastening across Mt. Vmon to rescue Elizabeth Templc from the
. cruel clawsofapanther andsomeumeshxdmgmau'ee-toptowatchthehnsuleredmen _
rend&vousmg attheCouncll Rock.Andth-the oldtmppermthﬁoswdlocksand '
) trembhng steps, shading his eyes from the semng-‘su‘n.to gaze out over the ghmmer—glass
- and the scenes of his youthful exploits. | 7

Coopet’s literary career was compassed in thirty years during which he publishedl_thi'rt'y—'
nme volumies, thirty-two being novels - an amount of mental and physical labor rarely

cqualled.




Dunng his eight years residencé in New YorkCnty _he was a favorite member of a literary.
club numbermg in its circle Washmgtonlrvmg, Bryant; Halleck, Bancroft, Gaylord

' Clarke, George P',.Morris, N.P. Wilhs, ParkeGoodwm, Chq;oellor Kent, Jarvis the.
sainter and Morse, the inventor of the iélég:'aph. He lived but seventeen of those thirty
- - years at Cooperstown, during which he pubhshed twenty-fom of his books, The
Deerslayerbemgtheﬁrstofthe senenbutthelastwnnenandpethapsthemostpowerﬁﬂ

- anddmnancofthemall

e | haveseenmost ofthe lakes and rivers of our state and Otsego lsthefmrestjewel of

them a.ll All lts (“"“"“) them with romance and song, with legends and hlstory

'fhc renégade Brasit, at the head of a horde of blood-thirsly Mohawks and the scum of
' British solj:i.iei‘y,-s;et_ forth, some two months prior to the Declaration of Independence, on
a edolpaigﬁ ofrapige and murder, joined St. Lege:r in the siege of Fort Stanwix, |
| ,'pmﬁcib;ixéd in the battle ofoﬁskany; crossed into Pennsylvania and led the massacre of - |
B Wyommg' mvaged the Susquehanna and Mohawk valleys and outlying settlements for |
" two years and, with Butlr, commmed the horrible butchery at Cherry Valley, soine elght

. tmles east of the head of Otsego Lake.

~ Then Gen’ Wéshji:gmn dirocted a plan of reprisal and chastisement. Early in 1779
Brodhead was ordered up the Allegany valley and eastward. Gen. Sullivan came back
. ﬁ'om Wyommg to Tloga Point and Gen: James Clmton marched up the Mohawk with

1200 men, leﬁ the river near Canajohane and, carrying a large number of boats, crossed -




theﬁfﬂssométWeMymﬂesmOBégdLake,.ﬂomddQWnandcampedonthepmsemﬁm

.of Cooperstown. :

Theoutlet,whlchlstheheadoftheeastbranchoftheSusquehanna,manmconsxderable
sﬁeam.Gen.Chmonconstuctedahmvydamacmssnand,dmngthedaysthewaler

.was nsm_g, his men cleared the channel below.

k embarkedh:smen,cutdownand,onthecrestoftheﬂood,eas:lyandspeedilymadehls

‘. v_yay down the river, joining Sullivan qn the 1‘1'ijl of that month.

: Itiérécdrdédthatthelndiansseéinghgréatﬂoodswellingxmderannmcloudedskyand
N beanng rapldly ahuge army of enemies through theu- ﬁelds and hunting grounds, and
: .behevmgthaitheGreatSpmtwasexhlbmnghlsvn'athtowardsthem,ﬂedtowherethc

o forest shadowsbemgdeepestandleﬁ Clinton’ s way unimpeded.

" The site of this dam is marked by a boulder, on top of which is a mortar, and old-
fashioried, short-barreled, wide-mouthed iron cannon, with an explanatory bronze tablet

set into the stone.

:'T_hismoniumeﬂt was erected by the D.AR.




Nearby and across the beginning of the outlet is the Council Rock. A mile up the east side
of the lake is the Cooper Monument, surmounted by the statue of Leatherstocking.
Straight up back of it is Mt. Vision. Half a mile north is Leatherstocking’s Cave and three
miles beyond is Gravelly Point where Deerslayer had his first combat with an Indian.
Across the lake are Leatherstocking Falls, Mohican Canyon, Point Judith and Hannah’s
Hill. All the hotels, camps and points of interest are commemorative of scenes and

characters in Cooper’s Tales.

In the village are Leatherstocking and Pioneer streets and Cooper Park; the Fennimore

Hotel, the O-te-sa-ga, the Sagamore and the Cooper House.

The steamers, each making two, or three round trips a day, are the Mohican, the

Glimmer-glass, the Deerslayer and the Pathfinder.

The old grounds of Otsego Hall whence Judge Cooper directed the management of his
vast estate are now a well-kept public park. The manor house was destroyed by fire in
1853, and on its site stands, on a huge boulder, a bronze statue of an Indian hunter,
crouching, as he peers into the forest, holding a bow and arrows in one hand and
restraining his dog with the other. Nearby is the churchyard where Cooper and his wife
and others of the family lie buried. Here also is the monument erected by appreciative

citizens to the memory of Father Nash, an important personage of that section a century

and a half ago.




The village owis a fine library building in which tbay be found many valuable relics and

scraps of interesting history.

- ‘From brief i mv&ctlganon of these, fmmthe Annualsof Rlchﬁeld” avﬂlageatthenorth
o endofOtsegocomty andfromnnnmagmgthroughmanyfamﬂyrecords,ltseemsthat
Otgego furnished more of Chautauquasearly settlersthanany other oounty of the state,

except Madison

Ipmentafewnam&sthatmaybeofmter&stmthyearofamval 1fknown,andtown '
‘located in. Not all were native of Otsego bux all, at some time, resided there: ‘
ARKWRIGHT
) Asron Wilcox — 1809, Nathan Eaton ~ 1810, Benjamin Sprague, Uriah Johnson and
Robert Céwden- 1811; Simeon Clinton, guite a_:i’agiaous surveyor — 1812. L
T BUSTI
 Abrabam Pier— 1814; Asa Bly
o CARROLL
"~ Homtio Thomton 1816; Daniel Robbins — 1832;
‘CHARLOTTE- |
N fam_ay Edson Sinclair and Nathaniel Holdridge - 1810; Abel and Horace Potter ~ 1817;
Bela B. Lord - 1819; Chester Lyman — 1825; -
" " CHAUTAUQUA

The Green Brothers — William, 1824; George A. — 1828, Richard O. — 1833




John Carr, Wllllam Ca.trand son Truman, Mrs Horano Hlll

| CLYMER -
| o
Daniel Pier -
" .ELI;ERY'

: . Clark Parker =1810; Thomas Parker — 1812, Amos wood'-slss‘o; OrvisHale, 1839; . | .
Deacoﬁ Josizh Maples and son, Charles G., once Surrogate of this county;
| GERRY:
JohnMcCuu;mgh— 1817, |
o 'HANOVER
g .JamesKnapp 1810; George W. Tew, Capt. Roger Moore and son Jeheil; Jeremlah o
Ellsworth, 1828
. Thomas Slayton and son Reuben 1806 Myron Bly, 1809; Theron Bly, 1810- Wilham .
Kelso, Charles Parker ‘William Matteson, Obediah Morley, J. ames and Homm- Prmgle, |
| . the latter the fatherofourmemberofthesamenamewmemthhlsparents in 1829
Hawks Hewes late o_f_ Mayville;




' KIANTONE .
JasperMarsh SN | |
| :'NII!NA
_‘ 'RandalIT Holdndge, 1836; andAlexander Holdridge, 1841;
| POLAND

Summer Allen, -1818' Col. Narhaniel-Fenton, 1823"Jo'seph'Clark Jr., 1831; I-Ilsfather

B 'cameherem1809 clearedfouracr&s,wentbackandlaterwassucceededbyhlssonwho

o was ancestor of a very large family; [Luther Lydell, Joshua Woodward, Ezra Smlth,
Homce the father of William and Chancellor Hartson, Samuel Hltchnock, maternal
‘Agrandfather ofMag W.S. Cameron of Jamestown;
POMFRET
‘Jonathan Sprague 1810; Dr. Squire White; 1809, studied medicine at Cherry Valley, the
' late Hon. Oscar w. Johnson, 1838; Isaac Huntley,
RIPLEY

Robert Dunlap, 1803; Perry G. Ellsworth, 1804; Robert Dickson, 1809, faiher of Samuel, -

"lelxam, Robert, Fayette and Andrew; Moses A Tenmnt, 1833, grand.father of Moses D.
_ Tennant of Westﬁeld,
SHERMAN
Joél Cornish, 1826;
| SHERIDAN
Rev John Spencer the most famouspreacherofploneer days mthe northpa:tofthls

county. The town has erected a monument mscnbed w1th fitting mb_utes to hln'memory;', :




STOCKTON
Waterman Ellsworth 1827; and the first Washmg‘ton Windsor an early Bapustm.lmster'
- | VILLENOVA
Orris Wright,
A WESTFIELD
Franees Todd, wife of George W. Palerson the second, Larkin Harnngmn,
ELLICO'IT AND JAMESTOWN
WﬂhamI-I.Fenton, 1813, amongwhosechlldrenwereEmeryW and Wm. F,, aners
Charles L. Jeﬁ'ords, Gen. Horace Allen, 1815 Rufus Pier, the hatter; Wm Tew, father of
‘Wm. H who once was Pres:dent of the Clty Nanonal Bank, Samuel Brown, the father- = |
- mélaw ef ‘our secretary Judge Abner Hazeltme -who isa graduate of the old‘-Academy at
: Cherry Valley, Samuel A Brown, an able lawyer, once District Attorney and, i m 1828
' made agent of the Cherry Valley Land Co. forthe sale ofabou;t40 000 acres mthe
eastempart ofthls county Judge R.lchard P. Marom studled law with Isaac Seely at ..

Cherry Va]ley

In Revolutlonary t1mes there lived in Rlchﬁeld Sprmgs in the northem part of Otsego -

| conmty,oneObad:ahBeardsley, andhewasfatherofthreesons,allofwhom became .-
lawyexs Samuel was elevated to the Supreme Bench and eventually was Chief Judge of .

“ the Couit of Appea]s Levi, although never a resident of our county, owned large tracts of .
. laqd along its eastern border and Johin M. Edson,-- the father of our President Obed-Edson,

was his salés agent.
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Obedlah Beardsley Jr. had a daughter, Mary,—*vwho marned Eli;iah Norton Jr. who was
Captain ofaoompany raised by him for servwe mthe War of 1812. Among their children
B were ‘Samuel H. Norton, an Episcopal mmlster who, pnor to 1864, was for some time .
" Rector of Fredonia. Another son, Levi W. also was a clergyman and was for several years
Rectdr.ofSt..LukesinJamestown. Thelryoungestdaughter Mary, was born ib Genesee

Countym 1815but,attheageoftwoyears,wentbacktokmhﬁeldtohve withher

-: 3 grandfaﬂler Bcardsley At the age of twenty-fom she was married to Robert Johnson -

- -Mernll of that place and they subsequently removedtothlscomty

'Father Nash, before mentioned, was her Sunday.échool teacher and she says, “I think he .

baptlzed :-a'll‘my mother’s children”.
Halfacentmy igo Mrs. Merril, then living at Sinclairville, danced me on her knee
‘. Shedwd atJamestown in April 1913 in het_ninety—nl;nth year.
] —'The second son of Capt. Norton and Mary Beardsley was Morris who camc to this county
 Lin 1833 and setﬂedaIAshwllewhem formanyyears, hewasa]ustlce andcelebratedas- ‘ | |

- a peace-maker among his belhgerent nelghbors

He-also served the Town of Harmony as Supervisor and was County Snpmntendem of

~ Poor.
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Of his six daughters one was the first wife of Dr. Wm. P. Bemus of Jamestown and
mother of Mrs. Helene Hatch and Dr. Morris N. Bemus. Another daughter became the
wife of Col. (afterward Major) Enoch A. Curtis of Fredonia, one of our honored and

active members.

Morris Norton was a natural lawyer; he had a rare literary taste, and wrote much of both
prose and poetry. One beautiful poem of his may be found in the Centennial History of

Chautauqua County.

Obediah Beardsley was a neighbor and intimate friend of Obed Edson Jr. who was the

grandfather of our Obed Edson.

The first wife of that Obed Edson was Aurora Higgins, but her married life was short.
The nurse in her last sickness was a young woman named Fanny Bigelow who, a year or
so later was married to that Obed Edson by the same Father Nash who, by the way is

used in Cooper’s “Pioneer” for the character of “Parson Grant”.

That Obed Edson moved over into Madison County where he soon died and his widow
married a brawny young man, lately Major of New Hampshire soldiery in the
Revolutionary War, named Samuel Sinclair. In 1810 they came to this county and

founded the village of Sinclairville.




In this paper, [ have tried to weave together some biography and history with a bit of
romance and scenery, without becoming tedious. In closing I wish to add that I have
examined many histories — of places and people, of states and nations, of parties and

families — and that the Centennial History of Chautauqua County is the peer of any.

No other county, so far as I have been able to determine, has any thing to compare well
with it. In breadth of scope, in depth of research, in exhaustiveness of detail, in the
method of dividing the labor, choice of department writers, in volume, accuracy,
language, in style and finish it is a masterpiece and a classic.

In the days to come where this historical work is more widely known, and other counties
are seeking a model from which to inscribe their histories, men will more fully appreciate
the talent and the love of work that has builded a monument, grander that shaft of

polished marble and more enduring than solid bronze, to our grand old citizen and

respected President, the Honorable Obed Edson.
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