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GEORGE WASHINGTON: HIS RELATIONSHTPS TO THE“AREA OF CHAUTAUQUA
AND ADJOINING COUNTIES

INTRCDUCTION

1999 marks 200 years since the death of George Washington.
Amateur historians over the past two centuries have made quite a
game of finding persconal and local connections to our first
President. Our own area has not been a heavy player in this game,
but it does have its points. At least as far back as 1875, and
probably well before, Washington’s 1753 trip to Fort Le Boeuf
was well known locally. He didn’t quite reach Chautauqua County
in 1753. Although he later again six times came into the OChio
Valley, that is west of the Appalachian Mountains, he never again

_came nearer than roughly 100 air miles from Chautauqua County.

He was 1in New York State for extended pericds during the
Revolution and he started his Presidency in New York City, but
the farthest west he ever came in this state was in late July,
1783 when he came to Oneida Lake. This was about 60 miles farther
from +the northeast corner of Chautauqua County than Rochester,
Pa., where he came October 21, 1770, is from our south boundary.

There were a few times, however, when his attention should
have been directed specifically toward Chautauqua County and
fewer still when it demonstrably was.

WASHINGTON COMES TO FORT  LE BOEUF

It was at the beginning of Washington’s career, when he was .

, 21, that he approached to 12 miles from the southwest corner of

our county. Had he not subsequently become 80 famous, the
incident would 3till be important to historians as one of the
many and crucial steps irreversibly leading up to the French and
Indian war. That war, or more properly its outcome, was one of
the most important turning points in American history and

particularly so for our local history.

.

In the forests of North America the outer reaches of +two of
history’s first world empires came in contact and created
friction. War is a universal of human history. France and England
had been frequently at war nearly as long as they had existed, at
least for the past 700 years., As early as 1613, seven years
before the Pilgrims landed, when both England and France had only
a handful of people precariously clinging to the shores of this
vast continent, Samuel Argal from Virginia attacked the French
colony at Acadia (later Nova Scotia)} and blustered to force
France off the continent.

A hundred and forty yvears had passed since then and in that
time many events, some planned such as the endeavora of La Salle
for the French and Dr. Danliel Coxe for the English, sone
unplanned such as the genealogical tangle that precipitated the
War of the Spanish Succession (all these around 1700}, sharpened



the focus of French-English conflict in America.

Washington’'s 1753 adventure was part of this old story more
than Lt was part of the bulld up to the American Hevalution., That
revolution  was  both  the beginning of a new  chapter in  homan
events  and still another chapter of this old story of Eoropean
conflict, but it lay yvet 1o the future.

Caught betwean  the outliers of these advanced societies
with popolations in the tens of millions were the Indiauns, peopie
with stope age technology and organizaticn, and total populations
mestiy =maller Lhan present Chautaagua County viillages, but also
people with 1mpressive resourcefulness and sting.

Tlye {iroquels  Indianz  in New York and their largely
autaonomouz: aft ‘shoot, the Mingoes in the Ohio Valley had &
sophisticated policy that made them the most successful survivors
on  this corner of the contirnent. They tried to maximize their
trade benefits but they also tried to keep any disparity in power
between France and England in a range they could potentially
affset.  They dominated other tribes and used or even sacrificed
them when necessary. It worked for decades (1700-1748). However,
by the elose of King George™s War (1748), they had allowsd the
English 32 much advantage that the French became alarmed.

fn 1744, after sethachks in two oolonial wars (170217173 and
1743-1748) the [French sent Fierre Joseph Celoron to chase  out
Penneaylvania  traders, seare  Virgipnia land  specolators, arad
formalize the French <laim to the Ohio . drainage. His failure
aiarmed  them  «atill  more so in 1703 they andertook a masslive
cffort (2,200 men) to fortify the entire route from Montreal. to.
Lownisiana, egpaclially and Tlrst the Chico valley and 1ts approach
from Lake Erie,

The French in so doipng, brushed aside the protests of the
lrogueois  who at that point were forced to realize the jig would
pltimately he up for them. They saw what Lhe Buropean powers
aonld do when they really wanted to. More importantly for local
history., the Buropean powers aswakensd and tested thelr ability to
project ppwer to the interior.

.

The BEnglish sitastion was complicated by  the differing
motivations of the crown vs. the now large colonial populastions.
The Frevch, with a moch smaller popalation and meore authoritarian
structure, wors mare pimbile, even though their limited resourcas
ware hadly drained by eorraption. Bach English colony tendad to
e ot more for lts own interest than for the collective  good.
FPlus diviasions within the rather democratic colonial legilslatures
held back funding and hobbled authority., OQn  the other hand,
indepsndent.  Pennsylvania  and Virginia traderz had oot done  the
Mk veointad French  couvreurs de bhois in the competition for
vl ts, which  1s what astually precipitated the Jong simmering
crviein,

rwlt-feli te Robert  Dinwiddie, goverpnor of Virvgiola., to send
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o0 messaenger Lo the commander of the french Foroes Tenovoaching”
or o King George’s (Georges 1I)Y lands. That. land, naw o in
+ FPannsvlvania, was then i1 diapute between Vivginis A
| Peansylvania (not to mention Frano the Troquois, the Mingoesn,
( and Lhne Delawares) Dinwiddie hdd trjed to get both Pernnsylvania

and New York to act with him., Failing 1in that but with hiegssings
\{rom bondon, he did what he had to.

The messenger, George Washington, set out from Williamsburg

Detober 31, 1763, The following day at Fredericksburg, he picked

! up Jacob Van Braam. Van Braam was a Dutch immigrant with a

Llimited command of English. Washington knew him as =z Masonic

braother and farmer fencing instructor. He was hired az French
interpretar,

:".;35’" A

Vs Dn November 14 they arrived at Willls Creak, oW
o Cumberiand. Md., where Washington engaged Christophery Gist, ane

of the most notwd frontiersmen of the era, as his guide. Gist was
familiar with the Ohio lel@y and familiar with the Indians, and
hes knew how to handle himself in the wilderness. He had alseo done

an excellent  Jjob the previous three vears as explorer for the
Ohio Lumpany in which @Gesrge Washington™ s  half brothear,
Avgustine, was a principles We might also note that Gilst's
daughter, Nancy . about  thatl time was rather fond of young

Washington and he of her., Washington alsce then and there hired
Barnaby Currin, an experienced Indian trader who had worked for
Gist. John Mac@uire (ancother trader), William Jenking, and
Henry Steward.

Was hlnafon and his party now left the Potomac wvalley and
crassed over to the Youghiogeny and Monongahela then down to-
the present site of Pittsbargh (then uninhabited). On the 22nd,
they had stopped at the trading post of John Frazier. From 1741

nntil earlier that year, 1753, Frazier bad his trading post at
Venangao, present day Franklin. Pa. Several other traders also
workead  out of Venango, (George Croghan, a‘s Pennsylvanls

Irishman, had a store house at present Irvine, less than 20 air
miles, aboul, 35 miles by water, from Chauvtaugua Lake, &s carly as
1749 1 It seems almost certsin these English traders woild have
heard  about the Chavtavgua portage somewhere along the line from
the Indians. ’

On November 24 Washington came  tao Logstown, near +the
present BEconomy and Ambridge.Pa., 18 miles down river from the
forks of the Ohio. This was one of the most important Indian
towns  In  Pennsylvania. And it was as far as Captain William
Trent had gone when he had set ot as Governor Dinwiddie’s first
choice of messenger to the ffrench.

The followling day Tanaghrisson or Half-King arrived in Lown.
He was ox Catawba by birth. captured voung and ~alsed BB oA
Teneca. e was  now serving as the Minge chief and  Troguoils

repraesentative.  Washington asked him in private about the route
and the country they had to Lravel . Interpreter, John Davison,
was  the only other man present. Tanaghrisson would have konown



about the Chantauqua partage. Whether he told Washington about it
or not, we can’'t know. If he did, it didn’t make much of an
impression. Tanaghrisson 4id mention the faort at FPresque Isle
(Erim). whare on September 3 he had seffered an insulting reply
to his demand the French leave Indian tand.

Washington  needed Tndian guides and armed guards, and the
Indians were eager Lo accompany him so they could find out what
his searet mission was all about. Because of, not desplte this,
Washington was delaved &t  Logstown for days. The Indians,
Franght with mixed incentives and mixed emotions, were scrambling
siowly to conllect wampum and chiefs necessary in thetir diplomatic
formalitieys IF  thev were to sever alliances with the French,
Tanaghrizszson had little support behind him from his ovwn Mingoes,
lJess  =blll from the local Delawares and Lhe centval  Iroquols
council whicsh he @erved, and none at all from the local Phawnee.

azhington was' from a family interested in land development
and he was culturally a self perceived Englishman. Even more than
any of the French, he thoaght of the Indians as tedious obstacles
in tlie long term but vital allies in the short.

While at Logstown., Washington encountered several other
" Indians who mayv have Lknown the Chautangqua region. These included
Shingas and Searoyady., the Delawvare chief and an Oneida~Mingo
offiial respectively. His interpreter, Davison, was widely
traveied and knew many Indlans who might have mentioned the lake
and pﬂrtng@. But Indians, for good reason, didn’t often vonlunteer

% much geographical knowledge.

Finally Washington set out December 10 with his entourage to.
wlhii~h was now added Davison, Tanaghrisson, and thres other
i Indians (any  of whom may have lknown Chautaugua).,  These were

\, Jeskakake, White Thunder, and the young Guyasatal

Jeskakale (Dailguesgiie) was  the chief c¢harged with
returning wampum tao  the French, a diplomatic gesture ﬁf

Ferst i3 ity fn the 177073 Guyasuta, an uancle to Tornplanter,
became the half king or highest lroquois authority in thisy aresa.
He certajinly at that time was famillar with the Chautaonqua
portage. In 1753 he was a young man brought along as a hunter and

bhody guard., Waszhington may not even have lesarned his name.
ol This wparty now set out northeasterly overland and cross
country to Venango where they finally encountered a Irench
. outpost, They had traveled 70 miles in five days. There was, in
d1753, no actual fort, Just John Frasier’s trading post which the

k French had seized and were now uasing.

Venango  was the scene of Washington's famous meeting with
Joncalre, although which Jancalre is not completely agreed by
[ historians Gome think it was Dantel. FProbably it was Philippe
Thomas the older brother. Joncalre was the one whose tongus was

1nuﬂ¢nfd by wine when he made his hoast that it was their design
\\ Lo take possession of the Ohio and by God they would do it

£
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Although the English could raise two men to the French one, they
Fwere too siow and dilatory to stop the French.

Washington exploited the relaxed atmosphere to  gather
speclific and acevrate information about rogtes, torts, ancl

distances. He was the first to use the name “"French Creek,
parhaps  becanse he did not know or could not spell the French
name, Piviere aux  Boeufs. Altheough Niagara VPFalls was  an

important. fortification and supply point, he also failed to pick
up that name. fterming it instead "the Falls of Lake Erie.” It is
not surprising be did not wpick up the name Chautauqua, =specially
in wview of the fact the Trench were not using the Chaatauqua
route that year.

Joncaire, ironcially, probably knew the Chaulaugua portage
better than any of the other French officers Washington
anconnterad. He tad heepn over it zeveral +Times since 1739,
p=rhaps even before,

Although as Indian suvperintendent Joncalire was in charge
af the Ohio valley, he referred Washington to the highesti ranking
military =stffilcer on the Allegheny, up stream at Fort Le  Boeuf,

Washington and his party. again delaved by Indian Jdiplomacy,
set off Uacember 6th, this time with & French escort: Plerre
Fe:pin  La Force and three soldiers. bLa Force was a verv good man
wilth the Indians.

Through  rain  and snow and swampsothe party of 18 coversd -
about 36 miles and arrived aftter sunset December 11th at Fort Le
Boeuf which was a real fort - a small one but a real fort.

The commander at Le DBoeuf was Legardeur de 51, Pierre
who o had arrived there December 3 to take command following the
death of Chev, Plerrs Paul Marin on Oectober 29. &t. FPierre at bZ

vears aond five davs age lmpressed Washington as elderly. He was
arn axperienced frontier officer, He had been through Chauntacqua
Lake with Baron che Longu=2il in 1739, ten vears hefore

Celoron, but his immediately previcus assignment had been far
exvlaration searching for the Paclflc Qecean as far west

1 western )
\ as Manitoga. ¢

That' s =zoamething to consider, We have the habit of thinking
ot Chavtaoaqua County as the westernm frontier in 1803, This wman
cate back & thonsand miles half a centory before Lhat. And he had
beorn Lo Chaataugua Lake 14 veasrs eariier. A modern historian.
Francise Jennings (1984) clalms that  Jacgues Le Torte, a trader
from  eqstern Pennsylvania. working for Dr. Daniel Coxe, went
down the  Allegheny and Ohio (hut not  through Chautaugua) and
explored the Missouri Valley secretly another 50 vyears before
that 1739 first recorded discovery of Chautaugua Lake. We werae
always a little patch hehind, but that is several other stories,

The next day, December 12, Washington presented the letter
from Dinwiddie. G&t. Pierre had sent for Lies Gardeur de



Repentignay, the commandant  at Presque Isle bacouse he
nnderstood a little English, among other reasons. He arrived at
two o'clock.

O Ahe evening of tLhe 1l4th the French gave Washington thelr

oftficial  raply, which was predictable, dAisappointing. and
tentatlive, The Lfinal answer had 1o come from the top, Governor:-:

General Duguesne at Queabed.

The  French were very amootih in delay tactics with the
Indians. They tried to detach the Indians from Washington

literally as part of a larger stirategy to detach t.hem
diplomatically from English allegiance. Washington, inexperienced
and  against great odds, tried wvaliantly. ingeniowvsly. and
purtially successfully to thwart the French. The cost was three
days delay aricd considerable Blunting of the forae o f

Tanaghriszon's protest.

- Washington uased the first day to gspy out the number of
C cances made and being made near the fort. He realized he had to
repart this alarming news Gback to  Dinwiddie as soon sz possible
and  with ogual argency he'bhad to retain the attachment of thea
ITndians.,

From Le Boeaf back to  Venango Washington’s party traveled
in cances provided by the French.” One contained Washington and
the other Virginia English. There was another for the Indians and
the French came in four cances, Currin and two others had
departed by land with the horses on the 14th. Washington arrived: .
at. Venango on the 2Znd.

After an extremely difficalt and “hazardous Journey,
Washington reached Williamsburg Januvary 16 and presented the
French reply to Governor Dinwiddie the same day. The following

cday he torned in his journal prepared from his daily notes,

(Washingtonr's Joucney to Fort Le Boeuf i1s one «of 23 events

and  motifs  depicted st the appropriate ring age location on =
section  {rom the giant Hanover Blm preserved for 33 years st the
Little Vailevy Museum and now at the Hanover History Room.,  Silver

freaeeaei, since  Ootobedy 23, 149492, Theae scenes ware sclected by
local historians Everett . Furmaster, who cut three slices off

the glant fallen elm. and Rescose B, Martin of Forestville. They
were patnted in 1949 by  bBeneca artist SHanford Plummer of
Gowanda. See Hanover Historical Newsletter, December 1, 1992%

MATG ASBOCIATED WITH WAGHINGTON'S 1763 JOURNAL

Washington submitted a map with his Journal. He was a
professional surveyor and his map included every detail of his
journey . It also showed the portage to  FPresgque Isle.  The right
liand  edge ocut off sharply there, Jjust short of the Chautaugua
region. e —ut the Allegheny off sharply short of the odge in  a
mannar  that suggests e knew nothing reliable of  the farther
neadwaters.  And his map fails to show portions of Frenahh Cresk

T



oo Le Broenft Creael above Lake Le  Boeaf, streams  Lhat  are
teward and in Chauhaugua County.

{Map # 1. detail from the George Washington map from the George
hington Atlas, . o George Washington Bicentennial

Committes, Washlngton. 0. C.. 1932, Alsc reprinted 1396 hv the
Virginia Suarveyors’ PFoundation., RKichmond, Virginia. Map widely
reprintad.

Thres copies of this map exist, each a little different, bot
what I have st ted app11~= to all of them. No copy was published
in the 18th centu

Dinwiddie sent several coples of Washington’s  journzsl Lo
London by different ships. Extracts from the Journal were printed
in London Mogagiose for June, 1754, Accompanying these wag “A Map
~f  the Weastern Farts of the Colony of Virginia® which showed
Washington' s path, natural features and locations, and muach more
surrounding area than had Woshington’s own map. It alzo showed
Bussaloons” at  Irvine, Fa., the Conewango named W Ranavagan
F.oo" and an unnamed Chantaungua Dake.

(Map 2. A Map of the Western Parts of the Colony of Virgiunila
from the article "Washingtoan’ s Map of the Chio” by Worthington

Chauncey PFord, Froceedingsz of the Mass. Hist. Sac., Dec.
1827, w». 7. Also in Wilderness Chronicles of Northwesltern

Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Historical Survey, Harrisbuorg, 1941,
adited by Sylvester K. Stevens and Donald H. Kent, plate V)

A full =dition of Washington’s journal, was soon printed  in .
London by thae map maker and atlas pablisher,“Thomas  Jefferys. To
it had been added "A New Map of the Country as  far as  the
Mississippl. " This map much more closely resepbled the man in Lhe
London Megasine than it did Washington's own map, but not encugh
ter either to have been a copy of the other. Its treatment of our
local rogion was the same, including the annamed Chautaugua Lake,
This map, not the one Washingtaon actually drew, is the one most
commanly  assocliated with Washington’s 1753 journey. Both the
magazine map and the Jefferys map drew from French soayces,
particularly Jean Nicolas Bellin, the dominant map maker of the
mid 18th. century.

Migsissippl from

{Map #3, A New Map of the Countryv as far as .
ey, University of

Lioyd Brown’'s Early Maps of the Dhige Va

Fitteburgh Press, 1958, Map widely teprlnt£d

Incidental iy, Washington's Journal was also printed in 1754

in Virginisa by William Hunter in Williamsburg, without s map.

o make it more confusing,  there are two versions of  the
Jeffervs wmap. found in different copies of the Jeffervs
priating. At the lower right 13 foond an insoeription in three

lines:



Shanopins are those named Chaouanons in the French Maps,
Shanaws &  Shanoah 1n this Map. The Shawanons are the same with
ve  hatanas.

Alternatively, the last sentence reads. "The SHhawancons are
the =ame with ve Senekas one of the Hix Nations.'

Aotiually the  Shawanons were the Shawnee .

Thare were other differences., but the two versions treat our
Area Lhe same.

Keep 1in mind, Lhe he
showing & named Chautaugua L
tha French had been a thousa

ozt French maps had  been  scourataly
ake since 1740 and as I just  =stated,
nd miles farther inland.

Meanwhile, back in Virginia, next February some Virginians
bailt a little fort for the Ohio Company at the present locatioun

of Pittshburgh. The GQhio Company wWas an association of
apeculators, ineluding friends and relatives of George

Washingtonn. The French came down the river, in large part over
the Chauvtauqua portage, and shoced out the few Virginians April
15,

At the zame time Virginia was sending reinforcements  toward
the forks of the Ohioc to support the little band that had built

thae  fort., Washington was leading these troops consizting of 145
soldiers, aighteen officers, a drummer; two wagons, # SUrgeon, -

and a Swede volunteer., Before he reached the syot, he learned the
Freach hsad taken the fort.

e pressed on anyway and on May 23 he skirmished with a
small forcoe ment out from the fort., The first shots of the French
and Indian War were fired that day. by troops, some of whom had
come  down across Chauntaugua Lake., Although the French ‘had used
the Chaotaugua  route little, 1if any, in 1753, they used 1t
heavily =arly 1in 1754, The first hullets ever ' fired at
Washington in battle, many of them anvhow, had been carried over
Chautaugus Lake.

The. ¥rench sent out & larger foree and Washington was foreed
ten surrender at Fort Necessity on July 4. The French obtained
Washington s new journal or notes for this expedition. Theay
translated and published them in 1755 for propaganda  purposeas,

With the iournal was a map, different from, but similar tao the
Jeffervs map of 1784 Again it treated our area  the same,

including the unnamed Chautaugoa Lake.

This map, as I just said., was mach like the other publishad
maps I have discuszed here, but those others were attached by
publishers to Washington’s work. This one had actually been in

Washington's possession. However, thils was probably the worst
part of Washington’s 1ife, certainly the low point in his
military career, and his attention was far from that little



nnnamed Lake even 1if 1t was op hiis map.

(Map 4 A Regilon Under Dispute: the Ohio Valley” in Maraoel
Fpde U0 g gf New France, Fresses  De L Universite'  Lavall,
LUy plate b, oordiginasd Archives of the Guebeo Deminary . )

Do fary we have four maps associated with Washington and  the
=outh shores of Lake Trie in one way or another for 1783 and 1754.
1.} the map he drew in 1703 {three versions?, 2.) the map from
the andon Magazine, 3.) the Jefferyvs map (two versions), and
4.) the Trench translation of the captured map (the original, 1.

&, the English version., is lost).

THE WALKER-WASHINGTON MAPDP

By 1770 a lot of water had gone vnder the hridge. Washington
had been with  Braddock on his disastrous attempt to retake Fort
Pnguesons  in 17HL and helhad been with Forbes in his  saccesstal
effort 1w 1753 Washington liad married, had acquired title o
Mount, Vernon, had become a member aof the House of Buargesses. and
had taken on other public offices. He had alsao, like most of his
neighivors and  members of  his  social class, acquired A
considerableae debt. With that onhis mind, Wazhington had advised
his wnelighbors of the wiszdom of land speculation. He also took his
awn Aadvicas seriousliy.

Washington and all members of the  V¥Virginia regiment of 17447 -
were entitled to land bounties. The colony had intended to reward
the veterans with undeveloped western “lands which reguired .
nothing out of pocket from the government. -

Unfortunately there was a war going on, until the Peace of
FPariz 1in 1783. Then Pontiac's rebellian promptly if ‘tbriefly
hlocked any turther plans involving the waest. The Proclamation
of 17683 (Octaober 7), and some local proclamations @by  British
miltitary ocommanders, made everyvihing west of the water divide
{rdian territory. However, in 1768 the Treaty of Fort Dhanwix
with the, Iroquels and +the Treaty of Hard Labour with the
Cherokeas opened ap the half of the Chio Valley east of the river
to speculation and setillement. The rasident Delawarss, Mingoes,
arnd  especially Shawnees were left odd man out in the agreesment
Fetweon English and lroguois.,

Certainly at this polnt, Washington's geographlcal interests
were directed well south of our area because our area wouid have
been  1n  the Indian territory and beyond the bhoundaries of
Virginia.

In 177D the governcr of Virginia put up 200,000 acres for
the veterans - partly on Washington's urging. Washington had alsao
worked out a potentially profitable plan Tfor himself and surveyor
friend William Crawford on the side.



S0 on Qeotaber 5, 1770 George Washington set out on bils Fifth
trip into the Qhio valley, his first trip in civilian capacity,
and the oo which would bhring him his life time s=econd closest
the our county. He returned home December 1zt

Before Washington set out on this journey., he copled a map
which he deslgnated " Aligany Copled from a Map of Doc. Walkers
laid bhefore the Assembly.” This was a map Dr. Thomas Walker
presented to the House of Burgesses on December 13, 1769,

(Map #% " Aligany Copied from a Map of Doc. Walker laid hefors

the  Assemhly”, original in Manuscript Division, Library of
Congress. Map reprinted several places including Adrian Johnson’s
Amarica  Explored:  Oartographical History of Lhe Bxplorablcon  of

North America, Viking., 1974.)

Walker was a skilled physician but also an  explorer, land
speanlator, and political figure from Albemarle County,
Virginia. He was the sariiest explorer of Kentucky who kept a
good record of his jourrnev. He worked for the Loyal Land Company,
the <hief rival of the Ohlo Company to which George Washington
had connections.

Walker =set out March 24, 1750 and returned July 13,

His map covered a much larger territory +than his actual
Kentucky explorations. OChviously e borrowed from avallable
published maps. His map included all of Lake Erie and +the' -
Chantaugus region. It is gquite crude and-shows no Chagtsugua Lake
and no  names  in this area. not even (where Washington had
rersonally  goane din 1753, But it does show  this region o and
includes the Conewango - and Qeorge Washington drew, o1 copiled,
it.  But all i1t really does is reinforce the idea thet Washington
remained gulte uninterested in our area at this time.

THE BRODHEAD €XPEDITION
George Washington’s =strategy in the Revolutionary war was

basically defensive.” This is an against-the-odds way to win
war, but it can be done.

o

There were exceptions to the defensive approach. OUne was the
Sullivan-Clinton~ Brodhead campaign agalinst the Iroquois in 1778.
[t was probably the most carefully and exhaustively planned of
the few offensive campaigns of +the Revolution and it was
Washington's baby right down the line,

Alexander Flick, the famed New York State historian, in 1929
at the sesqui-centennial of the campaign, advanced the idea that
the Sullivan-Clinton Campaign (along with George Rogers (lark’s
conguests  in the Iillinois country) were crucial in securing the
western territories to the U, &, in the peace negotiaticons
following the war. He further suggests that Washington acted with

10




toresight in that regard. Joseph R, Fischer (139497) and other

recent historians pooh pooh the idea. Fischer c¢laim=s U, 5.
success At the negotiations is attributable mainly to a British

opinion  that the west waszs of little value and that neither
Sallivan's nor George Rogers Clark’s successes had any influaence.
furthermore. Washington left no recorded statement to suggest a
grand western strategy. Be that as it may. in 1784, Canadian

giovernar,  John Graves Simcoe made a bisarre hriet blustering
attempt Lo roll back the New York settlement frontier to “the old
french lins.” He aleso asdvocated wmsking the weast into some form of
Tndian buffer state. All of which makes one wonder what might

have  happened if the Irogucis had remained entrenched in their
primeval homeland.,

Flans for a New York lndian campalign first formed in 1778.
54, Ledger  and Burgavne had been defeated in New York in 1777,
Thizs was called the turning point of the war. bat 1t zctually
anly brought the war to a stalemate, In 1778 the dramatic Wyoming
and  Cherry Valley ralds by Indians and Tories made the task of
doing zmamething about the Iroquols imperative,

Meanwhile, down at Fort Fitt, plans for campaigns against
Detralt and/or Niagara were annual - plans, not actions. By the
late 7072 the most active centerns for the origin of indian railds
shifted from the Shawnees, Delawares, and Wyandotes of
northwestern  Ohio  to the Muansees and  Benecas of Franch Oreek
aridd the upper Allegheny. This happened largely becauss of
American diplomatic bungling apd stoplid brutalities committed by
frontiersmaen and untrained militiamen that had alienated:
initially neutral and friendly communities. (The Jroquois settled
o the  upper  Allegheny and [Fraench  Creek were predominantly .
Senesa, T Mingo' was a lomsely defined termeofor Iroqueis living
anywhere west and south of thsir New York homeland. It was the
praedominant  term for these Traoguols in American use  atl. that
f.ime. Y The main depot of British support shifted from Detroit to
Fort. Niagara. Col. Mason Bolton, the commander therea, placecd
Lt. John Docksteder of the Indian Department at “Buckaloons
{Irvine, Pa.,) in 1778 and at Cattaraugus Creek in 1779,

The ,campaign, as  actually executed, is now called the
Spllivan-Clinton Campalegn, sometimes especially locally the
Sullivan-Clinton- Brodhead Campaign. At the time, it was called
The [ndian Expedition. The main thrust under General John
dullivan came up the Husguehanna River from Easton, M'a. General
James Clinton’s forces gathered at  Canajoharie on the Mohawk
Liver and came down to join Sullivan at Tioga, Pa.,  Jjust below
the state line on August 22, The combined forces., about 6,000 men
fsome women and children followed part way) essentially followed
the Great Warrlor’s Path to the Iroquols heartland as far as the
Genesee Hiver, They reached their farthest west paint GHept., 14.
Col. Dhaniel Rrodhead at Tort Pitt came up the Alleghany
Aungust 11~ Sept. 14 with 6056 men plus officers and elght Delaware
Imdians 1o attack the villages near the state line and on French
Creek, (at a cost of $6,000) There were also two smaller thrusts
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amsociated with the campalgn. On April <21, Col, Gooss Van
Sehalck with a force of 558, attacked the OCnondaga villages from
the north. In the Connectlicut Hiver Valley, Col. Momes Hazen
bullt & road and assembhled troops as a diversion.

In 1779 George Washington, Col. Daniel Brodhead, generals
Edward Hand and Fhillip Schuayler, Ucl. William Yatterson., and
athers on the Continental Army staftf gathered all the information
they could about the routes intoe and through the lroguols
neartland and as far as Niagara. The questioning started with
Washington querving General MoIntosh at Fort Pitt Janwvary 31.
iMcIntosh commanded at Fort Fitt May 26, 1778- Feh., 20, 1778.3

Washington later sepnt twoe formal gquestlionnalires. The first
contained 19 gquestions and was sent to General Hand, {Colonels
Coxe and [eterson, and Col. Charles Stewart. The last question

asked the distance from Fort Asgusta ( Sunbury, Pa.) to the
Allegheny and what kind of country it was, how muech used by
travelers, and how long the portages.

However the focus ‘was on the Busquehannah  drainage  and

routes north and northwest from it. But a little information did
come in about the upper Allegheny, especlally from General Hand,
e ever found a few informants who drew rough maps. The only one

that seems to have survived shows little more than the mouths  of
Lhe unnamed  Conewango and named French Creaek.

{Map #6 uantitled map from microfilm of the manusceript Favers of
Continental Congress. Al=o published in A. £. Flick, “"New Sourcess
on the Sullivan-Clinton Campaign in 1779," Quarterly Journal of
the New Yark State Historical Association, Vol., X, Nao. 3, p.
205 ) :

Among  the Washington papers in the Libraryv.of Congress  isg
the only description I know of from this period of +the upper
Allegheny and the portage to the Genesee, It 18 dated May 13,
1779 and is in Alexander Hamilton’s handwriting.

dward Hand was designated to lead Sullivan’s  Light  Corps

and  he hpd heen commander at Fort Pitt {June 1, 1777 - May 46,
17747 =o he  was as iIntimately invelved in this intelligence

effort @as an Ameérican general could be.

Eleven ouat of the 16 questicons on Washington's szsecond
questionnaire concerned the upper Allegheny directly O
partially.

so Washington's iInterest was now tarned toward this general
region.  We can safely assume he caretfully examined most of the
petter maps of the time including those of Lewis Evans  (175H5),
plus the updated Thomas Pownall version (1776), and the map of
Dr. John Mitchell (1755, all of which showed a tiny, named
Chantauqua Lake, Mitchell had complete access to all the official
cources and these certainly would have included coples of  many
French maps. Evans worked more directly from field sources and




infarmants., His admittedly limited knowledge or cutright
guaesswork for the Allegheny headwaters. What he did know of that
viver was from numerous traders and  an otherwise urnknown “very
intelligent Indian called The Kagle. "

At first there was an intent to join the three armies in the
west  and  crown the campaign with the capture of Fort Niagara.
Hence the nature of many of the guestions asked. Then too the

more  one  couwld find out  about  the enemy’s location and
resources, the better, (Eventually Washington dropped his
emphazls on  the Brodhead campaign to the point where i1t was
almaost entirely on  Brodhead’s tinitiative.)

Dasplites Delaware ftriends, white deserters  from Fort
Niagara, and other stray travelers, surprisingly little knowledge
abont the region. above the state line or the location of the
later Cornplanter Grant was forthcocoming. Or at laeast
surprisinegly little was located and considered by Washington,

This failure of Americarn intelligence is interesting. On the

one hand there musit have been whits traders, ocaptives, French
desaerters, friendly Tndians etc. who had crossed the Chautaugua
route. In Novemher of 1777, while at Fort Pitt, General Hand had
sent Himon Girty, the BRevolutionary War's second best  khnown

turneoat, o the present location of Warren, Pa. where he
obtained detalled information sbout raids, past, present. and
future, local Indian leadevship and allegiance, captives., etc.
The Indians were goling to take Girty to Niagara. but he escaped.
This was onlv five months before he defected to the British' -
side, Girty was superbly qualified to<gathier and understand
information. He lived at the location of the later Cornplanter
Grant as a captive from the ages of 11 to 14 (17568-17H9) and part
of that Lime may aven have been at Cattarauvgus Creek. .

Bven better, in  the spring of 1776, George. Margan, Lhe
American Indian agent., and General Hand managed to @send a white
spvy  from Fort Fitt te Nliagara, with a large body of Indians.
When he got. there, he served as interpreter at a coonference with
the British. Untfortunately, we don’t know his exact route or his
rLame ;

’

Brodhead, who replaced MclIntosh Mareh &5, 1779 at  Fort

Fitt =ent out spys and scouts from time to time as far as
Meadville and Warren. He also was constantly receiving
information from friendly Delaware Indians in the Ohio country by
ane  channel or another. He had a small contingent of Delaware
volunteers accompanying him. His top Indian {actually mixed
blaoad) guide was John Montour whose family had sarved
Fennsylvania as interpreters and Indian diplomats for three
generations. Montour’ s mother was a Delaware. (His grandmother

may have beaen the first American woman, surely the first  Indian
woman, Lo demand and get squal pay for egual work. )

But despite all this, nobody seemed to know anything about

=
the upper Allegheny and its tribntaries or the route to Niagara.
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What. was golng on heras was two things. Firstly, after, and
immediately before, the French cut their rcad between Presque
Isle and Le Boeuf, the Indians, and also any deserters,
couriers, traders, captives, or other stray travelers probdhly
favored that route. {Frevionsly they had probably favored the
Chautaugua route, In 1732 an alcoholic chief planned to move +to
Presque  Isle to be alone and away from temptation, but in 1753
when  the TI'rench arrived thers, the harbor was full of Indians
fishing.) BEven whenr it became Dbadly detericorated, for foot
travel, the French Creek route was probably still by far the most
convenilent |

gecandly, the western  branch  of  the Rerecan, the
Chunesseos, waere keeping travelers off the "Forbidden Fath™  and
thwelr territory in.general. This half tribe may have been one of
LW maior formerly independent groups that united pre-
historically to form the Seneca tribe. It may have heen composed
largely of assimilated captives and descendants of captives from
many tribes fought in historice times. Or it may have heen a group
af  wvillages +that had been pro-French, perhaps under the early
influence of Joncalilre. Whatever the Thistorical bhackground
reacsorn, the territoryv of the“western Senecas, especlally since
the 173075 when Moud Bater or Gawstarax became influential, was
closed to the whites and thus delayed in its entrance to recorded
history.

Alsc,  onr  historical literatureioften fails o distinguish

betweern the Delawares and the Munsees. In the late 177075, the’

lower Allagheny was populated mostly by Unami Delawares and the
upper Allegheny mostly by Munsees. The two were not pulltl“JllV

npited with each other and had difterent languages.

The route from the upper Allegheny Seneca and Munsee towns,

ioe, Junnesedaga (state line) and upstream. would not have gone
over  French Creel, It would have heen through Chauteaugua Lake,
e Caszadaga or Conewango vallevs, or by several Cattarvaugus
County routes to Cattaraugus Creek and the Buffalo zrea, But for
whatever reason  knowledge of  those routes did not reach

Washingtop and his staff.

This discouraging faillure of military intelligence surely.
in part, influenced Washington, and more to the point the
generals  in the field, 1o abandon the slender hope of  taking

Ningara Thus was abandaon the prospect of the expedition being
YTdilY cffective. S0 by detaoalt or omisslon our aresn  played A
cracial, bt not deciasive, strategic role in the war. Actually

more immediate  reasons for  Jjetisoning the Niagara atiack were
the impossible supply praoblems for the armies and the inability
to hring arbtillery largery than H00 pounds, 1. &, over six inel,
through the wilderness to attack the British post.

This is a good place to digspel two common errvors associated
with the Sullivan-Clinton- Brodhead Campaign.
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7 Mirstiy, it Lls  usually stated that Washington' s Indlan

S

JSrname, " the wame the Indians called him, Hanodadanaars, or
Conotoacarious, ar  any rnambeaer of othey spellings., meaning " Town
Destroyer,” was given to him as & resalt of the Sullivan
Campalgn . Actually, he was given thatl name in his yvouth heflare he
svern  bocmme  aomilitary man., The name was Lransferred from his
gre=at-grandlfather, John Washington, who  earned 1t in  now
tergobten fashion & hondred yvears earlier.  As early  as  17H4
Leorge Wwas signing letters he wrote to Indians @ Concotocarious.”

af the Sullivan campsign. Caornplanter alluded to 1t in  hi=
December 1, 1790 spesch (see below)., The name was since ased for
any President of the United States. Indeed, it is now used by the
Senaecas for  thelr own president or even the president of any

The opame becames 2trongly saszsoclated with Washington because

Carganizaation.

Secondly., 11 1s usually stated that Jenuschshadego, the name
of Cormplanter’s village on the Cornplanter Grant., was bestowed
as a result of Brodhead’ s burning that village. Mid Z20th century
Cornplanter Henecas wers among the many who helieved  that, The
naine means Churnt house” and O Brodhead did burn the town,  bat it
had that name for an unknown period before 1779

INTEREST IN A TRANGPORTATION ROUTE

In 177% Washingtea had planned to . visit a settlement hig’ -
employees were trying toe establish on his land holdings on  the
Great Kanawha., But he was called away at that point to lead- the
Continental army. :

When the war was over, 1783, Washington resigned, intending
with oomplete resolve tao devote the rest of his life to his  own
private persuits,

He sat. about the very large task of correcting neglect both
at. Mount Vernon and on his western holdings. Things were so had
that e W having trouble paying his bills. Hence he set ot on
apother trip to the west September 1, 1744 and returned Octoher

LY

Washington was a private citizen, but & responsible one

keenly concernad  about the future of his new nation and
particularly his Commonwealth of Virginia. Everyvthing aboat  the

new United States was uncertain and untried, nothing more so than
the  future of the thinly popalated turbulent west beset with
numerous  Indian tribes and surrounded by conniving BEnglish and
Spanish.  Add to this the weak central government under the
Articles of Confederation and it was obvicus why most Turopeans
and many Americans axpected the United States to have a  short
life,

Az a land speculator with interest in the west, Washington



hacd  beasn firmly
futire, & future

convinced sinces iz youth that the west was  Lhe
on which gsmart gentlemen could alzo profit. That

meant.  the west had to be bound someliow to the older szsettlements

and  kept from

Pritish or Spanls

Washington

Commeroe partic

tragmenting oftf or getting snapped up by those
h.

" had dreamed from his days of youth of directing

ularly at that time the fur trade, from A

developing west past his door on the Potomac. In the early 177073

he had advocated

improvement <f the river navigation.

Thoemas Jefferson shared these visions. He asked Washington

to scout out and
roads, canals,

consider, on his trip, posasihilities for portage
ard dmproving navigation {(dredging and clearing

obstructions). Washington hardly needed this extra urging.

Navigation

canals with double locks were invented in  China

exactly B0OO0 yvears previously in 984. They were used in Europe in
the  15th  century arnd  came in  earnest to England  with  the
Industrial Revolution “4n the 17th century. A horse that could

pull 1200 pournds

on an unpaved road counid poll 50 tons or mors on

a canal . That's an 8.000% plus gross technological advantage,

Canals and
untried in Ameri

for progress in t

the Revolution,

related "internal improvements.,”  though still
ca, were the great exciting technoleogical hope
he 18th century. Plans were Jjust stirring before
as eariy as 1725 inNew York. Christopher Coles

had begun lecturing on canals in Fhiladelphia in 1772, Now that
the war was over a great burst of canal building and other: -
"internal improvements' was set to take off.

I New York there was an obvious route from Lake Ontario
through Wood Creek and Onelda Lake to the Mohawk and thus the
[tudson. That route later became the seed of the New York canal
moevement and iz still in use by the New York Barge LCanal System.

In 1785 and 17886
the New York legil

Coles tried unsuccessgfully to getdappraval from
slature to work on this route.

Howaver, betweern the Revolutionary War and the Jay. Treaty
(1783-1794) the Britiszh held on to Fort Cseswego (among others) at
the northwest end of the route, sa for the time being, the idea

o major improve

mant in that area was unrealistic. Virginia had

an opportanity to get the iump.

Washington
noticed the poten

! While on the 1784 west

/ Washington met
I working model aof

had been to Oneida Lake in 1783 and he had
tial.

erpn  trip, at  Bath, Virginia,
an inventor, James BRumsey, who showed him &
a strange looking boat that could use the power

I of flowing water to actually walk up stream. Washington nearly

Jrmped for jov,
\ nltimately bound

This waszs the clincher, He could see the nation
together with a vast network of canals, improved

\ rivers. and  short <onnecting roads. So much the better three

i vears later when

Rumsay anveliled an early form of steam boat.
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&Keep in mind this=s was 40 vears before the advent of reilroads

In =any event, it should be no surprise that on October 4,
1784, the day Washington returned from his western trip, he sat
down  and  tabulated the distances and features of numerous
possibile  connecting routes bhetwesn the Atlantic and Mississippil
drainages. He ‘included calcenlations for a route from Detrolt to
Philadelpnia via Presqgue lsle and French Creek, based own his own
experience 1n 1753, He also considered the route around Nlagara
Falls and then from Lake Onterico through Onsida Lake to  the
Mohawk River. Washington d3id not calculate the Chautangua route
that day.

Washington was chosen as the first president of the Fotomaco
Company when 1t was organized in 178%. The company’s goal was 1o
improve navigation on the TFoltomac RHiver, It is an interesting
=1de story  that becsuse thalt river was the boundary between
VYirginia and Marylarnd, starting in 1785 Washington called
commissioners from both states to meet annually at Mount Vernon.
T make a long story “short, this actually grew into the
Constitutional Convention.

Washington was chosen to chalr the Constitutional Conventlon
which Dbegan in May of 1737 Irn Heptember the completed
Constitnlion  was sent to the states for ratification. Waslunglon
returned  to Mount Vernon bubt was busy Reeping track of  the
ratification process. He also buillt a brick kiln, made the
hricks, and built a brick harn amaong.other agricultural tasks
that zummer of 1788,

In June the necessary number of nine states had been reached -
in the Constitutional ratification process > and the tide of
opinion for acclaiming Washington as the first FPresident got
rolling. He began to seriously prepare himself for the daunting
task. He was inaugurated st the end of April, 178590 One would not
think the future President would find time forl many other
concerns in 1788,

Yoch was not the case. BFor one thing, he continued Lo attend
meetings (of  the Potomac Company where he observed some small,
pltimately unsuccessful, canals, being attempted around falls and
rapids. -

3 Also, Washington corrvasponded through the vear 1738 with
f General William Jrvine. Trvine was born in Ireland in 1741, He
{ camer to Fennsylvania during the French and Indian  war and  he
practicad maedicine in Carlisle, Early in the Revolntion he was
heeld  prizoner in Canada.  He took command at Fort Fitt in esarly
. Novembenr, 1781 and was there for two years (to OQctober 1, 1783
;while the war ground to an end.

After the war, Pennsylvania granted him a tract of land in
Warrern County. Also, he was appointed to explore the Donation
Lands FPennsylvania intended to award other soldiers. This he did
hetween March and November, 1785H.
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At that time, neither the sounthern ner the westesrn boundary
nf New York Sthate had been surveyed so nelther Irvine nor anvons
=lma  was sure where one state ended and the next began. In This
Jdanuary 27, 1738 letteaer to Washington, it souands like he came ap
to  the head of Chautauqua Lake {(Young's Histeory of Chautaugua
County.  1875H,  p. 56). But his official report from the time of
the axploration, printed in  Schenck’'s History of Warren County
1837, p. 389, is explicit that he "went only a small distance up
this creek” meaning the Conewango. But he asked his comparnions,

Elijah Mathews and either Captain Crow or All Face about the
lake and ite surroundings and the portage. Mathews was & white
captlive who had lived for yvears in the Delaware fown wheres
Meadville 13 now. OCrow was a Seneca, Cornplanter’s son-in- law,

All Face was a village chief.

The state line survey, running west from the Delaware River,

was completed in 1787, It left the Erie Triangle a federal no
state’s Jand and gave FPennsylvania only two miles of rcecky Lake
Frie shoreline. Within the next two months, Irvine and others
suggested Pennsylvania acquire the Triangle. At that time, most
aathorities thought the New York west line would coame down closer
to the pressant east boundary,of Chautauvgua County than o the

Actual west houndary. This sti%tl pat Chavctaugua Lake erroneocusly
in  [Fennsylvania, a3 FPenunsylvanie wourld be once 1t acgulred  the
Triasngle.

Irvine had first learned of OChautaugua Lake in the
Revolutionary War. He had taken command at Fort Pitt immediately’

after Daniel Brodhead. Brodhead, it . will be remembered,

commanded the western adjunct to  the Sulldivan-Clinton campaign

ot of  Fort Pitt in 1779. That campalign was successful in &
strange zort of way. It accomplished everything it set out to do
in terms of villages destroyed, but it did little to diminish the
nuamber or ferocity of Indian attacks on the frontier. Soon 1t was
apparant that unless FPort Niagara could be taken, there would be
little relief. Consequently Wacshington and Irvine kept making
and modifying plans to accomplish that objective plus revisit all
or  part of the Bullivan expeditien’s devastation on remaining or
rebuilt Indian villages.

The surrender of Cornwallils at Yorktown on Ochoboar 19, 1781
did rneoit end the war in the west.

Hence on March 22, 1783 Washington wrote to  Irvine:

"You will bhe pleased to make vourself acquainted a8
accurately,  hut with as  muach secrecy as  possible, with the
nearest and best route from PFort Pitt to Niagara, whether up the
Alleghany river and thence through the woods, or by the river Le
boeuf, and aloneg the side of the lake (Erie). You will in both
CaSES mention the different distances of land and water
transportation. The Indians and traders who have been used to
traverse  the country above mentioned, must be well acqguainted
with 1t."
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Washingtaon further instructed Irvine to gather ' the
information while giving the impression he was more interested in
the way to Detrolt, still an active center of British support for
Indian frontier depradationz. This should sound veryv reminiscent
ot the gquestionnalires leading up Lo the Sullivan Campaign.  Buat
now there was at least an inkling of Chantauqua Lake in the air,
50 to speak.

It took Washington's letter over a month to reach Irvine.
He answered two dave later, May 2, 1782.

"1 oshill observe your directions respecting the roads, et
lazding to Niagara., As yvet, 1 have rnot heen able to fall in with
any person who has even a tolerable knowledge of them. There has
bean very little‘communication with that quarter since last  war
(meaning the Frenclb and Indian War); and few of the peoaple who
ware then employed are now living. Several of the officers who
waent with Colonel Brodhead, in 1779, up the Allegheny, say they
marclhed  about  one handred and seventy miles to a areek called
Connewango . They were informed that it took its rise about thirty
mile=s from that place 1n a small lake; that, at this lake, the
waters divided: other amally streams run out of 1t towards

i Niagara., and that thence the country was pretty level and neither

Lrivers nor morasses of any consequences in the way...”

Irvine alsao reported that the route up the lower Allegheny
was o wvery difficult both by water and by land, that French Creek
wns  badly obsteucted by fallen trees, ‘and that the old French' -
portage road from Le Boauf to  Presque Isle was  z0 badly
decaved that it was impractical for artillerv or heavy baggage.

ﬁ Soo by May 22, 1782, George Washington had heard, correctly
tand  incorrectly. about  some  of the geography. of Chattaugqua

Y Cenpty . but oot by name,

The  watey route from Chavtavgua Lake to the mouth  of  the
Conewang:s 15 Jjust about 29 miles, which fits Irvine s account
exactly. Tt 1s wmmch less  likely., but possible, that his
informante (Delaware Indians with the troops, one would have +to
assume ) had in mind., perhaps partially in mind, either Cassadaga
Lake or West Mud Lake. In any event, Washington’'s intense
interast  in the missing gecography between the Allegheny and the
Niagara {trontier was here finally satisfiled in & first partial
fashion. He replied to Irvine to kKeep trying and keep him
infoermed (on May 22).

Irvine remained on the defensive. The Indian ralids
continted including one on July 13 at Hannastown, 30 miles
southeast of his fort. That one passed through Chautaugua Lake

althouegh Irvine didn't know that at the time. But four and &
haif months after that., the war was over.

{The Hannastown attack was led by 0ld bmoke, not  Guvasuta
despite what all the bistory books sav.)



; Six and a half vears later, and two vears after his journey
of exploration, Irvine was finishing a two vyear term as
Congressman from the Cumberland district. Washington wrote to him
aon January 10 of the busy yvear 17B8 with questions about the same

water Jdivides and portages he had considered on  the day he
returned  from hisz  wegtern journey in 1784, He seems=  to  have

forgotten what Jrvine had written in 1782 about the roultse ahove
Conewango. Obed Edson in Young's History prints this exchange
(pp.  54-80) as alluded to above. ( Obed Edson, not Andrew Young

or Blial T. Foote wrote the first chapter of Young’s History . )
In it, I'rvine tells Washington of the Chauntauqua and Conewango
portageaes by name and recommends the Chautanqua route., He refers

to Hutchins' map (which like aeveral others shows it as  Jadaguad
ms very poor.  He was right about that. On October 60 Irvine sent
~Washington a mapi . made by or copisd from the men in  the state
“line survey. Edson mistakenly reports this map to  show  "Lake
Chauataugh.” Actually @t makes the narrows too long and puts
“Chautaugh"” in the upper lake and " que” in the lower lake.

{(Map #7 "Map sent to Gen. Washington by Gen. ITrvine” fram
"Chautaugua  Lake in the RBevolution” by Obed Bdson in  The

Chavtavguan. July, 1812, p. 16, Original in Library of Congress. )

g? In his last reply on QOctober 31, Washington even repeats the
" name Chautauqua, which he spells "/ Chautaughque' as on the map -
this was, at the time, the most common spelling. (The spelling i
chianged in Youang's History . !

alion #8  of Washington's letter with word "Chauteughqoe”
from ttional  Archives wmicrofilm FPresidential  Papers  on

.
ot
Microfiim: George Washington FPapers, 196951

Cillust

George Washington was inaugurated as our first President the
faollowing April and died iust a few days short ofthe end of the
century. [t was a decade and a half later that canal building hit
its  stride, (Although in Washington’'s life time, sapecifically
Nov . 17, 1795 and almost yearly there atter improvements were
enaveuratsd on the Wood Creek and Oneida Lake route “in  this
state.) The BErie Canal. the first and by far most successful of
the major canals, was begun in 1817 and finished in 1825. In
those years and immediately following, there were proposals for

canals  everywhere, Charles Whippo made a survey of the rouate
mentioned to Washington by Irvine through Chautauqua Lake. But
in the same vear that the Drie Canal had been completed, a asalf
sducated  Walsh mechanic perfected the railroad in EBErneland., A
railroad reached Cheavtaugus  County €6 years after that,
Chautzoagua Lake in nine yvears more, The rails toock traffic away
from the water routes. No Lransportatlion canal was =ver dug in
this «ounty. But the canal and "internal lmprovements” movement

Mad brought Chaotaugua, the name and the place, to Lhe attention
ot Georgs Washington.

Incidentally, Washington's Potomac Company only paid &
dividend once  and  only  one  short  canal  wags  huilt along

o
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Washlington' s beloved river and that long after his death.

=

THE FATAL ROOT

Among  the nearly dozen contending meanings and origins  of
the  name  TChaustasugua”  1s Cthe place of easy death.”  Our  19th
caentury Local historians probably all got  this from Orsamus
Turner's Ploneer History of the Helland Purchaze (p. 33030 It
became & starting point and a godsend to the local poets  and
story tellers of the Victorian age.

Turner introduced this in a feoot note to a sperch
Cornplanter gave to Gearge Washington in 17980, Here is the story
behind 1t

As scoon as the . S and Great Britain signed the treaty of
peace closing the Reanutl onary War, the new American government
asserted 1ts advantage o extract harsh terms from the Ilroquols,
most of  whom, including very particularly the Senecas, had
snpported the British. © Although the British held on to several
fromtier posts, including Niagara and UOsweago, for 11 yvears and
constantly  made suggestions o and promises to  the Indians, it
became apparent that when push ame to shove, the Indians were on
their own., The U, 5. goverumeént wanted to  shove. American
patriots anpd their families had suffered horribly in the war and
the memory was both fresh and painfuls

Thr=ats, talsehoods, bribes, arbitrary and illegal’ -
procedures, and a variety of other high“handed techniques were

practiced under the "conguest theory."” New York State, at first,
2ven had thoughts of shoving the SBenecasiout of the state
entirely. (Of course this was tried much later, /1838.)

The Iroquois made » try at holding the line Trom the pre-
war first Treaty of Fort Stanwix, but the 8Becaond Treaty of Fort
Stanwix (1784%Y {actually two treaties, one with the 8. and the
next day one with Pernnsylvania), forced the Iroguois teocede all
thetr lands outside of western New York. This was tollowed in
subsequent  years by numerons treaties that teook nearly alli  the
remaining land of the four easiern tribes. Then on MNovember 30,
1737 the Leaseae Company of well positioned shysters
ol roumvented the state’ s constitational prohibition of
unregulataed Indian land sales by persuading the Iroguais to sign
995 year leases. These were volded PFebruary 16, 1788 by the
state, but at the same time Qliver Fhelps, representing the
Fhelps and  Gorham syndicate, was on the scene demanding sale of
atl of the remalining Seneca land, which is to say, western New
York. The Indians seemed really confused by this Juxtaposition
and they were firmly convinced Phelps shorted them in  payments
for the smaller tract of land they did sell him.

In 17839 +the Indians were induced to =zign away the Erie
Triangle at the Treaty of Fort Harmer. {Although it had all
ready  been  relinguished at Fort Stanwizx. ) At about this point,
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the lTodians  began  to recover some of  thelr equilibrium  and
develop more sophistication.

Fnormous anger  had bailt up. froquois  sociehy was  pre-
literate =50 i1nconsistent recollections about the specifics  of
treatiss and sales were lnevitable., The lIndians resented the idea

of  permansnt sales. Title and individual ownership of land were
totally  alien ldeas to them. They thought agreements zhould be

periodically and ceremonially renewed with exchanges of glifts.

Troguois  goverument was consensusl (as opposed to  elther
coercive or majority rule).  Thus there were always disagreemants
ovier whe had been authorized to commit the tribe to btreaties and
land sales. Whites often high handedly and sometimes forcihly
took advantage of this characteristic of native soclety.

On  top of this, the Indlans were constantly subjiected to

criminal  attacks, murders, thefts., and dishonest dealings,
Cornplanter  and probably every other local Heneca had been
vicltimized 1in his own family, Also Ceornplanter’s 1ife had been

threatened by some  of kis own people for signing zome of  the
treaties (and taking =2ome o the bribes).

That the situaticon 'dn  which his visit to Beorge
Washington at Philadelphia developed.

.
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Ever since the Treaty of Fort  Stanwix the Senscas  had
issued oaccasional formal complaints. In May, 1790 they wrote
another to Pennsylvaniza’s council president, Thomas Mifflin.

Mifflin repliesd immedistely inviting Cernplanter, Half |
Town, and New Arrow to Fhiladelphia. He had numerous motivations.
Pennasylvania hoped to take prompt and uncentested possession  of

the Eris Triangle. It atso hoeped, in the process, perhaps to rid
itself onece and for all of Tndian problems by riding itse=lf of
Tndians. Immediately to the west in the Old Northwest, an Indian

iar was bhrewing and it was obvious the Senecas could be pivaotal
in determining its outbreak and its results. Also, Pennsylvania
was putting together a rewsrd for Cornplanter because® of his

role &t ,the Treaty of Fart Harmer. This was to ke the
Cornplanter Grant which endured until submerged by the Kinzua
Reservolr in the mid 1960's. S0 for many reasons both bparties

wanted a Philadelphia Indian summit.

Cornplanter and five others: Half Town, Big Tree, James
Hutching, DBenaeca Billy., and John Decker, plus translator Joseph
Nicholson arrived QOctober 22 after being delayed by still another
nurderous attack.

Most.., perhaps all, these mea knew the Chaugtaugua region
well, Cornplanter had hanted the shores of the lake with his two
saneg summear after summer in the late BO's. Half Town was regional
chief batore Cornplanter moved in. Later he was chief of the
Ctiny  village at Kiantone. John Decker was a veteran of the
“Barmastown raid which passed over Chautangua Lake in 1782, He was
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born near Frankiin, Pa. and was probably Cornplanter’'s cousin,
He spoke some Bnglish. Nicholson was a captive who had lived
with the DbHenecas most of his life. He had piloted Brodhead up
the Allegheny in 1779 and was wounded in the skirmish below
Warran., He sll ready koew Washington. Micholaon was Washington's
guide down the Ohico in 1770, He spoke seven languages.

Cornplanter addreszed the Pennsylvania Council October 23

and asked for time to prepare his speech. The speech was given
Oetober 24, The signed version in the Pennsylvania records has
the mark of all five Indians., buat Cornplanter delivered 1t in

the first person singular and submitted a written copy in English
carefually  prepared abhead with 4 translator. Big Tree., & hbetter
orator than Cornplanter, may have been an equal co-author.

The recentlyo. concluded Treaty of Fort Harmer had heen
prepared with the szsuamption the New York State line would fall
at ar east of Chautauqua Lake. dence the treaty had wording in it
to let the Indians retain the east half of the lake and outlet
and  half the fish. One group of 1ssues Cornplanter brought  up
now was related to this 7 Chatochgue” Lake reservation.

Otherwlise, the speech dealt mailnly with the oriminal attacks
to Which the Senecas had been sabject.

The FPennsylvania council replied, mostly positively., the
next day and hoped the Indian summit might prove brief and
e onomlisa Howsver, Big Tree somehnow got sholt in the leg and
actizally got & doctor’s excuse saying he couldn’t travel. 5o the' -
entire party stayed on at state expense “and decided Lo spesk to
George Washington when he came to town.

Philadelphisa replaced New York City as the unational capitol
at this time.

On December 1, 1730, Cornplanter delivered ‘hls rehearsed

and memorized 2300 word speech to George Washington. 1t is signed

Ty Cornplanter, Half Town, and Big Tree (as Great ‘Tree) and
written in first person plural this time. This speech was largely
about the harsh terms imposed at treaties, including Fort
Stanwix, Fort Harmetr, the Livingston 888 yvear leases, and the

Fhelps and Gorham sale. Cornplanter essentially appealed to
Washington’' s honor and mercy. He also indicated the Indians were

resigrned to adopting white farming methods and needed help. Early
in the second half, after most of the specifics were taken care
af, Cornplanter brought ap the fatal root.

"Tather, You have zaid we are in yvour Hand and by clasing it
vour wonld crush us te nothling. Are you determined to crush us? 1f
s»  tell as sa, that thase of our Nation who have become youar
Children and have determined Lo die so may know what to do

"In this Case, one Chief has said, he would ask vou to put
him out of Pain. Another, who will not think of dying by the Hand
of his Father or of his Brother, has said he will retire to the

H
. 23



s ———

Chateaugay, eat the fatal Koot and sleep with his TFathers, in

Hnw this 15 2 strange thing. The version of the speech  in

e printed New York Indian records (Hough, Pramklin. B,

ceedings ol the Commigsiopers of Indian Affairs... . Albany:
1861 refers nol. to Chautaugua. but to © Cheaugay.

Upper and Lower Chateaugay Lakes and the Chateaugay River
are in Franklin County. near the Clinten County line. The river
rons north into Quebec where it and a county and 2 town are
spelled Chateauguay.

Chategogiay”  appears o he an French name. "hatean”
derived from the-Latin meaning "castle” is found in many  I[French
namas.  The " guay” doesn’t mean anything apparent. It was a

French Canadian surname in the 18th century as was Chateauguay,
itselt.

However, William Reauchamp in Aboriginal Place Names of New
York quotes the "New York Historical Society (Journal)” for 1821
{p. 337y, " Hom. Samuel Jones said: The true name is Chateuaga
which was  the name glven the“town when first erected, hut T
remember  one of the members of the Assembly then observed to me
tlhat the town would soon lose its mame, for that 1t was of Indian
origin, and  very few of the members of the Legislature gave 1t
the proper pronunciation, the “most of them calling it
Ohateangay .’ To sound 1t suggests an Iroguels gquite as moach as  a
French word. It 18 pronounced shat-a-ghe? N

However, Cornplanter probably never heard of “the -
Chateaugany Lakes and must have meant the familiar Chautauqua.

Unriously, the ssme mistake was made in the other direction
in  Alphabetical List of Battles 1754 - 1900, HWar of the

Eebellion, Spanish American War, Philippine Insurrection, znd ALl

0ld Wars With Date compiled by Newton A, Strait (Washington, D.
L1800, v 232, A War of 1812 ( Oet. 26, 1813) battle in Quebec
is called "Chataugua Eiver.” The same mistake was made at> least

once more!in the War of 1812, in Governor Thompkins’ papers.

There was rno agresd spelling for Chautaugua or  any  other
Indian word, or for that matter for many English words, at that
time. There is no agreed spelliing for Indian words today. Turner,
whatever his source, renders it 7 Jadagueh” (7 Ja-da- qua’ in
Fhelps angd  Gerham Purchase, p. 144, 1851,) and gives the
translation and legend. A 1794 printing of undetvermined origin
onece  passessed by Judge TFoote gives  "Chautaughque” in both
speeches mentioned here.

Obed Edson thought the fatal root was May apple. However,

"we  can bhe  gonfident 1t was actually wild parsnip, Cicuta
maculata L. This grows in wet places and was commonly employed

for sulcide by the Iroquols, particularly the women. and probahly
is so to this day. Its affects are much more unpleasant than the
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legend implies.
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Washington’s reply on December 20 attributed past injustioes

in land treaties Lo the government under the Articles of
Confederation and implied the #new American government WaE
blameless  and unable to redress any wrongs from that time.  He
Aasauyred Cornplanter the long leases were invalid, but  he
supparted Phelps and Gorham. Fhelps had 1n the interim

submitted documentation and testimony supporting his position.

Washington further promised the Indians as much Jjustice as
whites in the criminal courts and asked their help in settling
the northwest war. He did not say anything about "the fatal

root "

Cornplanter Cand the other chilefs were not satizfied so they
presented another speech January 10, 1791, Thevy started by again
complaining about the s2xcessive land cessions the fRenecas were
forced inta, particiularly Fort Stanwix and Fort Harmexr.
fpeaking  of the Brie Triangle., he said, “(TYhe Land which vou
sold and the Senecas confirmed to Pennsylvania, is the Land on
whichh Half Town and all hispeople live...They grew ocut of this
Land, and their Fathers®' Fathers grew out of it. and they cannot
v persuaded to part with 1t. We- therefore entreat you to restore

s to us this little Plece.”

He continued the plea at lengthoand. it isn’t clear whether
he meant the whole Triangle, the presumed part east of Chautaugua
Lake, or Jjust & square mile to encompass Half Town's village,- -
whickh was HKiantone,

There was a little exaggeration there because 1t iz doubtinal
that Half Town’'s 30 or 40 people lived at Kiantone or anywhere in
the Chautaaqua area beforve May of 178Z. Half Town, himself had
probably moved there much more recently. But they loved +that
land intensely. They sztaved there when they found it  actually
didn’'t Tall in the Triasngle. They hegged Joseph Ellicobt to mark
them aff a special reservation under the Treaty of Big Tree.
However, in 17499, Fllicott convineced them to trade it for a
little land added on as & peculiar apprendage to  the  Allegany
Beservation at Cold Sbhring. Even after that, they liked to camp
there  and mayvbhe plant a few crops on the land until the settlers
arrived in 1208,

Cornplanter again spoke of Chautaugua Lake in this =zpeech.
"And if vou desire to preserve a Passage through the Conewango,
and through Chautauque Lake, and Land for a FPath to that Lake to
Lake Trie. take it where you hest like, Our Nation will rejcice
to see it an open Fath for you and your Children, while the Land
and Water remain. But let us also prass along the same Way, and
continage to take the ¥Fish of those Waters in common with vou.'”

Cornplanter  alse rejoiced that his psople counld have
recolrse o the courts, saild he was embarrassecd they had dealt
with Livingston, and =maid he would take Phelps and Gorham o



court. He promised help in settling the northwest Indian war, and
asked for specific help in acquiring civilized skills and  tools,
Thizs included a request for teachers to teach the <hildren to
read and write.

Washington replied with another speech Januwary 19, 1791, He
 pointed cut that while they were complaining about the boundaries
drawn at Fort Stanwix. the three Indian wpetitioners were among
thoese who had signed two further tresaties confirming them and

they had veceilved compensation for doing so. "The Lines fixed at
Fore SlLanwix and Fort Haxrmer. must therefores raemain

eatablished.”

He  promlsed  thet Half Town and hiz pecple wondd  not Db
disturbed. {This  was before theilr land was sold to the lHolland
Land Company in 172730 and that the Indian agents to bhe appolnted

wortld be honest and accountable.

At the same time, . February 8 actually, Henry EBnox, the
secretary of war, replied to the chiefs with further details.

On February 7. Cornplanter, Half Town, and Big Tree gave

thelr farewell speech, a short one, repeating & reguest for a
land grant to Joseph Nicholson, among other things.

Despite the lack of complete agreemnent, respect an
friendship developed betwsen Cornplanter and Washington.

Over the next few years, the western war went badly for .°-
R forces. Red Jackst, Farmer's Brother,” and especially Brant.
with tihe British of Fort HNiagara behind him, agltated
increasingly for Heneca support of  the wastern Indian
contederacy. Cornplanter was the last holdout for the American
side toward thelr side. But he bhecame lnereasingly resentful aver
the lozs  of the Erie Triangle., The refusal or lack of follow-
through regarding land grants zand  jobs  for hiis favoread
interpreters must also have been galling. In 1794 he gave in to
the arguments of Brant and the others. He prevented -American

forces from occupying Presque [zale in 1784, Washington Kknew this
was happening and knew Cornplanter was behind it

The Benecas almost certainly weuld have joined  the war
againat the 0. 5. soon except for the decisive victory of General
Anthony Wayvne at Fallen Timbers August 20, 1794, On that precise
moment the Indian era came to an end in nertheast North America.

-
s

/ Dornplanter accommodated and only  soured toward Washington
personally about 1818, long after Washington’s death and when he,
himsell, was 1n advancaed age and suffering depression.

¢

Cornplanter never resided inside Chautaugua County’'s later

borders, Apparently it is accurate to say he and Washington
established =z friendship. Some scourcas say  Cornplanter visited
Wazhingtosa again more than once, including sheortly before his
denth, e according to anotlhar soaree, shortly bhefore the end f



his presidency.

Washington did not seesm to make a personal bond with any of
the  other Indians in the 1790 group, but it would probably be
accearals to o zay that Half Town, the Klantone chiel, was  Lhe
Phaataugne County  resident whom Washington Eknew  hest, tittle
thongh that may have been, He may well have heen  bthe only
Chautangua County resident Washington knew well encugh to <all hy

name . The only possible others were scldiers who served under
Washington and settled here in later vears., As is apparent below,
sc far as  we Kaow, none of them mades claims of  any  serious

acquaintancs,

GREOREGE WASHINGTON DID NGT SLEEY HERE

If yvouw live on the western edge of the county, no doubt you
have heard the assertion that George Washington visited Findley
Liake and/or Chautaugqua Lake in 1753, I can trace the story back
t.o a logal historian named Carlton Rebertson. He was active in
the County Historical Society in the 1830's and was considsred
the Town Historian for Mina in the 1940°s. He wrote a manuscrlpt
before May of 1940, a copy of which is in the Fenton Historical
Society  library, another i1z in the Chautaugqua Ceoanty Historical
Bociety archives.

The 10 page (FHS) or 12 page (CCHS) manuscript is “Incidents
1n Lhe History of the Townshipisic) of Mina.” I quote from it.

2

"It seems that when (Washington) was on his famous migssion
to the French, he coriginally had orders to)'ge to Fort Niagara,
which was the real headguarters of the French oarmy. He visgited
Fort Labouf(sic), as everyvone knows, then set out for Niagara,
crossing  the northern edge of our town  enroute.. Put  when he
neared the upper end otf Chautaugua Lake, the inclement weather
and  the hostility of the Indians convinced him that it was both
superfluous and foolhardy to continue further. He turned back;
night found him and his one companion, probably Christopher Gist,
5t the shore of & small woodland lake with an island “in the
middle. They bullt a crude raft in the storm and managed to reach
the  1sland, where they found refuge from the Indians and the
weather in a heavy thicket of hemlocks. There they staved for
three days, then walked ashore on the ice which had formed during
their visit, The: place where Lhey are supposed Lo have builft the
raft 1z at the Point which extends into the Lake towards the Big
island.”

On Cotober 6, 18956, state Supreme Court Judge Les [
Ottaway gave  talk to the Chautaugua County Historical Soclety.
In it he stated:

"Therse exlists a legend that in 1753 George Washington, after
nis visit to L, Leboeof, now Waterford, Pa. attempted to remch
Ft.. Niagara and passed through the Mina area but was turned back
by winter weather. With his single companion he built a raft and
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reached & wooded island where he spent three davs in  the
nnderbrush. Then a drop in temperature froze the water 1in the
lake and they were able toe walk ashore. As Findley Lake is the
only body of water in Chauwtaugua County with a wooded island, 1F
this legend 1is true it must have been Findley Lake where he
spent  the  three dayvs.” This was quoted in the Post Journal at
the time. There 'is an undated clipping in the Fenton Historical
Loviety files. A manuscript of the talk in the County Historical
Hoclety archies.

Barli=r, May 4. 1940, Ottaway gave another talk to  fhe

listorical Society in which he mentioned the "legend that duaring
the year of 1753 when George Washington wintered at Fort Le
Boeul . he came out over this trail and visited Chautauqua Lake.”

He oredits Robertson’s paper for his information in  geasral,
althoagh not specifically this item.

Nttaway was noted for a razor sharp mind that never forgot
a fact, but apparently not for his skepticism and rescarch.

Christie Herbst, .apparently relying on the newzpaper siory
reporting Ottawayvy’'s 195860 Jlecture, repeated the account in  the
August. 10, 1974 Tempo . The ook Mina- IMindley Lake
Sesquicentennial 1824-1974 by (Thieda Forker, also published in
1974 and reprinted in 18997 quoted, Ottaway wilithout comment as did
her February 26, 1976 article "Mina Township(sic) One of the
Smallest and One of Most Beantiful, “Japparently in the Westfisld
Eepublicarn. {The clipping in the Chautauqua County Historical
Society archives is not identified as to-paper.) B

In fairness, 1t should be noted that all thoese who repeated
the story termed it a "legend”. This must have started. maybhe 1in
the 192375, as some school boy’s joke or confusion.

The primary sgources for the days and events of Washington's
dipiomatic journey aof 1753 are the daily journal he‘kept and the
rarallel dally Journal his guide, Christopher Gist, kept.
Washington's coriginal and his original notes are last,. but we
have printed verszions from the following vear on hoth =ides of
the Atlantic as I have mentioned earlier. Gist’s Jjournal has also
heen printed. We Ekhow exactly where Washington and Gilst were
every day.

tn  Dec. 14, 1753 &st. FPierre, at Le Bowsuf, did sugegest to
Washington that he take his message to the Marguis Duguesne, the
governor of  HNew France, in Guebec, Tt was A gently sarcapstic
sugegestion at  best. Washiington flatly refused. e had no
authority, let alone orders, to deliver his letter to anyvone but
the frontier commander nor to go beyond the western outpost. [He
had stretched the point by going beyond Venango to Le Boeuf as

1t was. And, incidentally, the temporary headquarters of the
French army on the Ohio was  at Le Boenf, the overall

headquarters in Canada, not by any stretch at Niagara. Washington
didn’t even pick up the name Niagara, much less was he ordered or
did he try to go there.

3
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Wazhington and his party staved three dayvs at Fort Le Boeuf,

They did ot atay over winter, They returned on the first leg to
Venangoe then left  there an Deaember 23rd.  Washington and Gist

ztrack oul. cross country alonre on the Z6th. They fell in with one
treacherous  Indian  who tried to szhoot them on the 27th. After
ascaping from him, they camse to the Allegheny River Decembsr 29
and  found it full of rushing blocks of ice. That is where they
had to make their raft..

The raft got buffeted by the ice. Washington set his pole
and was fTlipped off into the ice water. It was a perilous
situatiorn. (Gist helped him back on the raft, but they couldn’t
make it to either shore. Finally they were able to wade off on =
small dsland. They managed to keep from freezing as they slept
wne night. not ‘three. In the morning the river was completely
frozen ovaer and they walked ashore and after a ten mile walk
reached the welcome warmth of John Frazier’s trading post.

This island was Garrison Izland, now in Pittsburgh, nearly
at the mouth of the Allegheny.

ey

Thevs  can be no doubt about whether they reached Mindley
Lake <r Chautaugua Lake. They did not.

At that time there actually was no Findley Lake as such.
There wer= just two little ponds. Each did have a small island in
it and so did Lake Le Boeuf.

4L

St. Pisrre at Le Boeuf. even though he did not redirect
Waszhington to Quebec, of course did have - to send Dinwiddie’s .
letter that Washington had brought to that destination. He - did
so, with a2 copy of his reply and a cover letter, eight days
Jater. He sent them with 2 man named Normandville. They arrived
January 30, 17584, a half a month after Washington had returned to
Williamshurg.

) GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE KINZUA DAM

The, building ¢f the Kinsua Dam { ceremonial ground breaking
Ortober 242, 1961) was the most dramatic event in 20th  century

local Indian history. The Army Corps of Englneers condemned the
land that was to be under and around the reservoir, demolished
the buildings, cut the timber, and even moved the graves., A

substantial portion of the Allegany Beneca Reservation, most  of
the thabitable land, and nearly all the Corunplanter Grant were
inundated (along with considerable land owned and occupied by  a
largery number of white pecple including the whole borough of

Corydon).

Ten vears of court battles and a great deal of puablicity has
faded 4in the popular mind with the passage of yvears. Az usual,
what remalins is folklore with as many inacceuracies as truths.,
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One can hear statements to the effect that to build the dam,
the . 5. government broke a treaty, signed by George Waszhington,
that promised the land to the Indians "as long as the grass shall
grow, and as long as the sun shall rise.”

The treaty that was at issue in the Kinzua controversy,
from 1ts 1inception, waz the Pickering Treaty or Treaty of
Canandaligua, As the names imply, this treaty was signed at

Canandaigaa, N. Y. by &9 Iroqueis and by Timothy Pickering,
November 11, 1794, Although Pickering officially was Fostmaster
General at the time, he was alsco the U, 5. government’' s most
experienced  indian negotiator. The following year e becane
Sezretary of War., then Secretary of State,

The treaty is printed on pages 31-37 of volume one of  the
Historic Annals of Southwestern New York (1840) where 1t 1s
mislabellaed the "Big Tree Treaty.

.

Tt represented a <change of
course for . 8. - Indian relations. Atfter many complaints from

the Iroguolis, an Indian war in the 0ld Northwest, and some
national maturation, Lhe L 5. had abandoned the harsh conguest
theory which had heen taken at the Treaty of Fort Stanwix ten
vears earlier (QOctober 22, 1784) in favor of purchases and
tinesse. The Pickering Treaty returned lands that hecame

Chautaugua County, an  approxXimately 12 mile eastern strip of
Cattaraugus County, and the soutwest corner of Erie County. By
this time, only the Senecas of the Six Nations had any
significant amount of land left and i1 just under three years,

they relinqguished these returned lands and nearly all the rest ofs .

western New York, which they had not previously wyielded, to the
Holland Land Company in the Treaty of Big Tree.

The Pickering Treaty promised "the United States will never
claim the zame, nor disturb the Sens=ca nation, nor any of the Six
Natisns. . until  they choese to sell the same Lo the peaople of
the United States,

Py the 20th century, the Plickering Treaty was  relevant,
publicity to the contrary nothwithstanding, in only &a“ distant
sense. I bhave not seen any justification for the emphasis apon it
in the Kinzua dispute. The Senecas had signed the Treaty of Big
Tree Deptember 15, 1797 . Then on January 15, 1838 (Treaty of
Buffale Treak), they zold their reservations te the Ogden Land
Company  and were on the verge of being removed from the state
until  the reactions to the monumental high handedness and
illegality of that treaty produced a backlash resulting in  the
restoration of the Cattaraugus and Allegany reservations (and
2f some otherst by another Treaty of Buffalo Creek on  May

—
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That 1842 trzaty s ovarwbelmingly the most relevant to  the
Seneca Nation of the Z0th century. (The nearly adjoining
Cornplanter Grant in Pennsylvania was private property by an  act
of February 1, 1791 and not a reservation nor subject to federal
jurisdiction or treaty.)



Although the Buffaleo Cresk Treaty guarantees the senacas
thelr land until they choose to sell it, it nowhere says anything
about  Tas long as the grass shall grow or the sun shall rise.”
None  of  the treaties mentioned here contain any such  poatic
language.

Such langaage was asad by New York governor George Clinhon
September L, 1784 in the discussions preceeding the Treaty of
Fort Stanwlx. bpeaking of the symbolic council fire at which
agreemants hetween the Iroquaols and New York had been remched for
130 yesrs, he hoped "that You and We and the offspring of Us
both, may enjoy its benigp Influence, as long as the bHoan shall
shine or the Waters flow. " Cornplanter was present at the Lime.

When Cornplanter went to FPhiladelphia the first time, in

1786, and on to New York where he addressed Ceongress, he got an
official reply from David Ramsey, Chailrman of the Congress, which
included similar language. "Congress hopes to enjoy the

friendship of the Indian nations and to live with them like
brothers as long as the sun and moon shall last.” That was May 5.
T this date T have found only white men resorting +o these
artistic deplaetions of eternity. But it is still posaible this
was an old formula.

Be that as it may. next Cornplanter wrote a letter from his
home  on the Grant December 3, 1795 to Major Isaac Craig at
ittabargh aboatl a puarchase of lumber. “"We have made peace  with
the United States as long as the watter rans, which wazs  Lhe: -
reason that 1 bullt & mill in order to aupport my family by 1t.”

{(FPerhaps Cornplanter was indulging in an, intentional Joke
here regarding his water powered saw mill. If =0, it Is the first
ioke recorded in the region since 1749 when “the Indians at
Buckaloons told Celoren the warehouse they were building for the
Ernglish traders would be used strictly for a vouth recreation
center, }

Cornplanter repeated the phrase entirely July 13“0r 14,
1812, the,day the people of Warren heard that the War of 1812 had
broken ount, They imm&distely sent a delegation to ses where the
old chief stood. He replied, "Our forefathers made an agreement
which we hoped would be lasting. .. You have come forward to renew
sur  agraeement  with the United Btates, that we should have our
land  together and should alwars be friends as long as  the sun
shines and the water runs.” Perhaps by then 1t had become an  old
Indian cliche,

In 1964, when Lthe controversy over the dam was at 1ts most
intense, Johnny Cash issued ap album, Bitter Tears {(Columbia CL
27248y consisting of Indian protest songs written by himself and
Feter La Targe. On this album was a song "As Long As the Graas
2hall Grow.” The chorus is:

As leng s the moon shall rise
As long as the river flows
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As long as the sun will shine
As long as the grass shall grow

The verses depict Cornplanter going to Independence Hall
and signing the treaty. One could conclude from listening to the
song that George Washington also signed it there. BHe is mentioned
seversl times and "he gave his signature.,”

The song alsoc labels the reservoir "Lake Perfidy" and asks
the question, " Cornplanter, can you swim?"”

That question became the title of a classic article about |
the dam and all that led up to it by Alvin M. Josephy, Jr. in |
the December, 1268 American Heritsge magazine ( Vol. XX, No. 1, ‘
rp. 4-9, 106-110),

Actually, Washington signed the treaty of Canandaigua only
in the sense that the President signs all treaties and acts of
Congress. Cornplanter signed it at Canandaigua. It was, in some
measure, the fruit of his efforts including his 1790 trip to
Philadelphia where he did see Washington. But he and Washington
signed no treaties together in Philadelphia in 1790, nor the
previous time Cornplanter was in Philadelphia, 1786, nor, so far
as I know, any other time.

But songs are art, not history. It is still a powerful
recording.

The dam was built. Thie 8eneca  nation received moﬁey‘*;~~
{$15,000,573) and services but not land in compensation for the ‘
over 9,000 acres inundated. The Cornplanter heirs, for +thelr .. i
Grant, all but 165 1inaccessible acres inundated out of/ an. i
original 907.75 acres, received 8.42 isolated acres of steep land.
and 695 burial plots. Cornplanter’s remains were the last to be
removed from the cemetery on the Grant, August 26, 1964. The last
seven living residents left about the same time. “The - dam was
officially dedicated at 2:30 PM, September 16, 1966.

MEMENTOES AND ARTIFACTS

4

It both amazes and thrills me to think that at one time
there were people in this county who had seen or known George
Washington. Most of these were our Revolutionary War veterans.
Benjamin Parker of Ellery saw Washington several times... Paul
Davis of Kiantone was discharged with an autographed
commend&ation from General Washingtorn. Simon Loomis, according to
his family, served Washington in the crossing of the Delaware and
at Yorktown. OQOliver Stetson of Ripley celebrated the 4th of i
July, 1778 near Poughkeepsie when WéShiqgton was present,
(Actually, Washington and his forces celebrated July 4, 1778 at
Brunswick, New Jersey, 60 miles from Poughkeepsie,) William
Wallace of Stockton and Chautauqua 3erved under Washington in the
New York City area in the second half of 1776. He saw Washington
frequently and stood guard for him +twice. Robert Whitmore
Seaver of Sinclairville saw Washington frequently at the time of
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the battle of King’'s Bridge, also in the New York area. Levi
Stedman of the Town of Chautauqua had discharge papers signed by
Washington, June 12, 1783. All of these are from Rev. Frederick
Kates’ book (Patriot-Soldiers of 1775-1783 1981) and its sequel

{ Vol I, 1987, edited by Virginia Barden). Several other
local veterans are recorded as having served under Washington.

It would be most interesting to know what ever became of the
signed papers and possible other memorabilia of George Washington
these veterans brought to our county.

In 1873 and 1874 0ld Settlers reunions were held at three
locations in the county. Young's History gives partial 1listings
of +the artifacts that were displayed. The only Washington item
menticned, aside from the ever present newspapers announcing his
death, were "a cravat, diamond pin and brooch and cue worn by
Judge James Prendergast at one of Washington’s receptions in New
York City." There were numerous other items relating to the
Revolutionary War, Lafayette, and other figures of the time.

On June 24 and 25, 1802, the centennial of the settlement of
Chautauqua County was celebrated. In the then new Wextfield RBigh
Schoel building, all but three towns (Busti, Kiantone, and
Villenova) exhibited " relics of the pioneer period.” The
artifacts relating to Washington were largely newspapers and
other printed or indirect items.

From the Town of Chautauqua , Mr. and Mrs. John Prendergast
exhibited a "white stock and pin worn to Washington reception’ by"*A;
James Prendergast April 18, 1788." This was apparently the same
item noted in 1874, The date could not be right because on April .

19, 1789 Washington was uneventfully enroute from Baltimoqé td\
Wilmington, Delaware and ultimately to New York City April 22
for his inauguration April 30.

While serving as President in New York City “in 1788 and
1790, Washington typically held receptions or levees at 3 PM at
his residence when anyone could walk in and see him. Probably the
pin was worn on such an occasion. Mrs., Washington similarly held
levees Fyiday evenings from B to 10, The President often
unofficially attended: ;

Other items at the centennial less directly related to
Washington include the following: . L

Mrs. Dolly Martin from Cherry Creek exhibited a "spur worn
by a soldier under General Washington in the Reveolutionary War."

There were numerous coples and reprints of newspapers
announcing Washington’'s death plus such items as a sampler with
Washington’'s c¢oat of arms made by a local woman, and a plaster
bust of Washington by a local man.

One might fairly say that Chautauqua County’s most treasured
memento of George Washington was the Marquis de Lafayette when
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he visited here in 1825. But that is another story.

ODDE AND ENDS

Six Chautaugua County towns are named for signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Washington was acquainted with five
¢f these: Richard 8Stockton, Elbridge Gerry, Roger Sherman,
George Clymer, and Charles Carroll.

In Europe people were named for places. In America plqces
were named for people. The name “Washington" derives, many
generations back, from a place in Durham(shire), England. Many,

many more generations back, it meant the town of Wassa’s people,
Wassa being an otherwise forgotten Anglo-Saxon who had that name
because he or cone of his ancestors lived near the water or in a
swamp. And so it goes around: places named for people, people
named for places, places named for peorprle...

Washington is the most popular person-derived place name in
the United States. A state,  the naticen’s capital ¢ity, and over
100 other cities and towns or up to a - thousand total places
depending on how you count have ‘that name.

Jamestown, Frewsburg, and Silver  Creek have Washington
Streets. Dunkirk, Fredonias, Mayville, and Westfield have
Washington Avenues, Harmony has Washington Road. The city -
projected . at Irving in 1836 had a Washington Street and
Washington Square, But there is no Washington, as such, place
name in Chautauqua County. The nearest one is Washington Township =
in Erie County, Pa., containing Edinborc. ‘It was created / and-

| named in 1834. George Washington never passed through Washington

Township.

George Washington was mentioned among the members of the
spirit committees invoked by the leaders of Kiantcne Harmonia,
that strange Spiritualist community of the 1850°'s. But his
intended !posthumous jinfluence on our county seems to have been
smaller than that of the more intellectual founding fathers such
a5 Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine.

When Silver Creek's giant hollow walnut tree was on exhibit
in New York City in 1827, a four foot table was set up inside 1it.
On this, as an additional attraction, was a letter signed by

George Washington. {Hanover Historical Newsletter, December 1,

1990)

Washington was assigned & happy mansion and a dog by the
religion of Handsome Lake. Otherwise (except for Jesus. The
Senecas were unsure of His race bhecause the Quakers hadn’t given
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them an entirely straight answer.) +this religion makes no
provision for an after life, good or bad, for white people.

Handsome Lake, Cornplanter’s half brother, originated the
Iroquois Longhouse religion when he experienced visions starting
' June 15, 1789 (in what would today be called a 'near death

experience”) at the Cornplanter Grant, Jjust 10 miles from
Chautauqua County. {Of all the existing independent religions in
the world, this is the one that originated c¢losest to Chautauqua
County.)

George Washington died December 14, 1799. News of
his death came to the Cornplanter Senecas January 31, 1800 - in
letters to the Quakers who were living among them.

Anthony F. ‘€. Wallace (in The Death and Rebirth ¢f the
Seneca, 1869) attributes +the Washington-in-Heaven anecdote to
Handsome Lake’s second vision which ocurred August 7, 1799.
Wallace is deservedly the most quoted authority on this period of
Seneca history, but he is sometimes too facile with his sources.
Presumably he places the Washingteon item in the second vision
because it appears as part of the Sky Journey in A. . Parker's
J classic version of the Code of Handsome Lake published in 1913
] and -written down from oral tradition just after the turn of the

century. However, it 1is not mentioned by the Quakers who were
living nearby in 1799 and 1800. They briefly recorded the first
three visions. Furthermore, 1t seems strange that Washington
should be in Heaven four and a half months before he died, six

months before Handsome Lake could have known he was dead. e

The Code is not in striect chronélogical order. . The.
chronoleogy in it is sometimes confusing and wrong. It places the
first wvision in May, 1800, for example, after Washington had
died. The Washington story must have grown up and accreted to the
Code by the folk process. There are asscoclated Seneca legends
recorded by Parker about Cornplanter and Washington c¢onsistent
with this. Lewis H. Morgan, who published in 1851, mentions the
story, with Washington’s mansion "just by the entrance of
heaven."” Parker has it at a "spot midway between the earth and
the cloudg.”

Predictably, coming down t¢ +the present day there are
confused Cornplanter-Washington traditions among the Senecas. For
example, “Cornplanter had this land given to him for fighting on
the side of George Washington,"” and "A couple of hundred years
ago, Handeme Lake went to Washington, D, C. ‘to preach the
Handscme Lake Code. Gecorge Washington heard it..." (pages 119 and
43 respectively from Ne Ho Niyo De:No That's the Way It @ HWas,
edited by Alberta Austin (1986). Of course Washington and

. Cornplanter were the leaders of opposing armies in the Revolution
and never fought on the same side. It was Thomas Jefferson who
heard and endorsed Handaome Lake after Washington waszs dead.

—

The mention of Washington’s death by one of the Quakers,
Balliday Jackson, on the Allegheny Reservation is +the only
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response recorded from the time close
Jackson was at 01d Town, _
There were Indians 1iving cldser ‘to Chapﬁ
even ‘in_ it at.ithemCattarqugus Reserva

considerably - larger=than it 450
present (after an a@sence) in 1600 "

T

probably
“wh;ch was . then.
) ﬁay have \been

X In Jackson s“dlary,’ ]
1ocal Senecas nor his ownhsentiment

l e

, nth on the 1ast
day i3 kinspeople in "the
land of my Nativity and from the Great: City*and ‘their was many
!  sayings written therein, and it was made krown unto - me that
George who in the days of 0ld was Chief.: Ruler ‘of . the people of
i - the Provinces was 'dead and his death was‘lamented sore in the
Great City and. thro’ out ail the Citleslof the people: of the
provinces . because ‘his fame was great “an %his ﬂworthy aacts - was_
. known among :‘the: Nations - And the: Grgat:Sanhedram ceased from
their . Counsellingp & put on their 1 ﬁ*”
‘Rulers .and Councellors in the. Great
public‘.offices under the: great Sanhedr
'Judgement in those days.ﬂ and thei
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