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. same time forweh from the town of Chautaugue. and embvaoeé the two

‘hisg regiment a full-comnany: anﬂ'arte? the deularatlon of war Lant."

mmach, ﬁo,ﬁLeirlcredit,

"Thig is followed By a,bqief-Statément'un@er 1813,  Hear tleclose”

- ) - ! ‘ . . ) oo - i
' | “Hauwtﬂ. COUNTY &T

THE-BA&QﬁE-OE_BUFFAL@i3*~

This county at the time of its formation in‘1808'embzacedfbut;

the single towdt of Chauntaigua. The town of Pomfret was at the

o~

eastern rangss of towncbi§“ gnd the pre sent towno oT Pomfret and
Dunkirk. There was 1o €uzther SHbleiSan uatll afuer tﬂs compleue
orgenization of the county in 1811.

In a 1i *110knlktory %undbook Dubll“hed bV the nenloj_

the Jamestown high SCﬁOOl in: 19 .3 ca11e "J°m63uown na3u and p“eeen

AL .

is o chapter on Military hnsuo;y of JameSuown and in”tjrfo

1808 it saysg "and the setilers were requlfed to reuo *fatﬁB&ff

for militery drill et least twice a_year, -as. Tast as bhey came,v
the county.”

Under 1812. Chaubauqua coﬁnﬁy was guick tc'take pﬁrt 1n uhe,

-
SR

of 1812 and had troops rec ruLted uﬂdef Col

was declared., Under his command *our mlllt&TV comnanles were*formgd

into & regiment. In June of ths year he was o*aeved to detach Irom

Moore who had v olunteered, wes. erdeved to mavcn to LeW1stown'

this detaehmeht and to 301n ne‘“lpntnenuh reglment ox dei:jf'J

mllrtla. Whesm men tooh part. in- the Bat 1e of Queunsuown hewﬂh

of 1813 the militia were O red out for the defence of Ruifalo.

They took part in the Batule. I ‘Black Rock bt wefe routed and fled _

ident éf'btavery,onaxhgvpaﬁtl
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of %these pionsers for I have search;u in vein for & like comment

on their contribution'ta history in thé defence of Buffalo.
Chavtaugua county was but thinly settled when war was declared with

Fagland on June 18, 1812, so it was natural thet the event:. should

create great consternation with the Holland Lend Co. Situated

= .t.

vpon the frontier, not far from the scene of conflict, with the

~

principal remmant of the Iroquois, whe had been the fiercest foes

~

of the Americans in the Revelution, for neignbors, immigrants were
not very Xeen on 1ocatigg here.

4 few sebtlers returned Zast_on account of the dangers from the S ;4
Indians, others weré @t the front as‘soldieré or campfollowerss = - }l-;%

4% this time the county contained less than 3000 inhabitants

" bult in ten days after it wae known in Chautatiqua, less than three.

fter war was declared it hed a full company of 1300 men on
A 8light defense was built at Barcelons Wﬁere forty-five men,wers
posted and about the same number Weré statibﬁed'ét the“mouth-éf‘ 
the Canedaway at Widow Cole's house where that oftéepeatéd'tale
of how the hoat 1oaded,with_sa1t put in at the mouth of the
Canadsway for the night was}attacked by & large schooner.  Three

-

b were wounded and W1dow Cole became & heroine as: tne-“

o

£ the Britis

Q

regult of what is believea to have been the first affair of the
WEr.
Chautauvgua county that so promptly responded to the call fully main--

teined the hounor of the county on the field of bhattle under its

D
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commander Capt. Moore the founder of Foresitville. It wes
among the few New York militia to cross the Niagera and support the

régulars et the battle of @uebnthWﬂ and among- the few to st and upon
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the heights when they were.stormedw Three of this ﬁumber were
killed in the batvle and five wouﬁded. |
Soldiers enlisted upon the frontier had 1ittle knowledge of
military law, halﬁyfast to their rights as citizens and were often

insubordinete. Tne Centenial history of the county says “In the

whole companies'and regiments that hed done goad

western army
service in the war would put ubelr own construction on the terms
of enlistment.and.when they considéred thelir time‘out would marcﬁ
home, contrary to the cxder of their superior officers: sometimes
at & very c*ueia‘ moment . This of course resulted in desertion .
heing held lightly in the renk end file. |

The Chlef event of the war in Wthh the people of Chautauqua
$ook part and whic h has made the deepest 1mpr88310n was the barnﬂng
end battle of Buffalo.
Four hundr cd men responded to uovernor Tompkins call which‘comprised
the greater portion of able-bodied men cf:jhejcounfyw‘and ha:ched,te
Buffalo 50 oppose the body of British and Indians, that were desolat-
ing the county east of Hiagsera.
Heﬁark in Canada had been burned by thé Americens, it was rumored
thet the British intended to reteliste by burning Buffalo.
These fbur‘hundred men constituted the 162 regiﬁent.b There were
four companies_commanded by Capt.>Silsby and Moore and lieutenants
Torbes and Hale. ?ney were ordered to rendezvous at Buffalo smd were
quartered in log huus & short dlstance eastward of the VLllage.
The militia assembled there numbered about 2OQO.and were under the.
command of Gen. Hall. The British force éetailed for this atteck
consisted of~about.1500 regulars and 400 Indiens under.Gen. Riall.

On Dec. 30 at midnight the American camp was alarmed by rece1v1ﬂg

e e
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word that the enemy were crossing Niagara river at Black Rock.

A portion of the militie marched down %0 oppose their landing, but
the main vody of the British hed landed at the mouth of the.creek;
2 mile or two below the- ferry.

Thege detuched parties who proceeded to the ground were ecasily
routed for they were not even in a body so were driven back as
repidly as they errived, by the troups of the British.

tring this skirmishing which continued most of the night the

Pomeroy's taveru as_a reserve.

ol. McMehan's Teglmenb marched tu BlaCk Rock about Four olclock

on the morning of ne thirty~first pOSued obposite the ferry‘bqu
of & babtery that hed beea ercoted ab that point.  After dsylight
rsix or seven boats with about Tifty or sixty men in each were seen
to put off from the'Caﬁa&ian shore e%idently expecting to land.
Firing from this shoré Was retﬁrned 141l one of the poats was struck

by & cannon shot from the American side and sunk with its load of-

Light the Chavtsugue regiment was ordered to advence, they

. proceeded down the river near¥y half e mile, nesr the‘residénce cf
,'where, ;fter-& sharp conteét with the enemy in

- force, they broke as the hody of militia had done before. 'Some 

led disgza efully, while others behaved well and tried to rally the
MEeI o A retreat by the rosd they had marched down from Buffalo to
the ferry had been cut off by a British force posted along the
route, they were compelled by the advence of the enemy in front

to fly to the woods in the rear., Through the woods a portion of
the Chautsugua regiment as well sy wortions of the other Americén

Torces fled followed by the Indiens who filled the woods and killed
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and scelped many of the flying troops.
The militia continued their flight until they reached the main road
some at Buffelo, and others et various points eastward. The great-

ol

orce, including a large portion of the
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ngutangua milivtie kept on running til they resched home,

G
The people of Buffalo the morning after this wretchedly managed
:defenvg left their homes in terror and dismay; the road was filled
with helf clad women and.children, éged and wounded somgtimési‘

in gleigns br oxsléds; but often on féot wédiﬁg'thidugh the snow

to szfety. Batavia was the principal heéven éagt,of Buffale but all
roads leeding eway presented like scéhes of ferror‘stficken'peqplé‘ |
flying from rifle and tomahawlt. |
During the fighting Samuel Wilkeson who was‘then inlthe fanks Qf
Col. HMcMahen's Chautaunqua county regiment was loading and firing

&s Tast as possible, after the field wés neerly deserted hy hisi
comrades. While thus busily engaged, his_atﬁention'was attrgptéd{_
fo a small quiet man near by, who was apparently frying to‘ioad |
end fire faster then Wilkeson could. The Smallﬁqﬁiet man soon
looked eround and exclaimed "Why we are all alome."  Wilkeson
"looked ebout him =nd made the samedisooyery,;ailfbut a fgw |

of their comrades were in full retreat. The man whdse acqgaint-
ance Mr. Wilkeson mede in this way was Ebenezer Walden, both these
men were later presiding judgeg of Erie county;

The hiétory of Buffslo & Erie county bas several inteiesting

storiesg of the flight of some. of the. ancestors of those whose

names heve Tigured promingnily in the development of Buffzlo.

Dr. Chapin when he left for the field if the morning told hig two

little girle one eleven the other nine years old to go to their
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farm in Hamburg ften miles distant. Their only protector was:

am Pratt thén living with the Chapin family.

:.L

a2 boy of thirteen Hi

H

The three children set out in the snow and while a wagon overtook
them out on Smoke's creek, they insisted on finishing their long,
trying journey on foot.

Cept. Hull the silversmith before leaving the village .packed his

&)

smell stock of valuables in a pilchease; . Wnile waiting for some
means of transporting his stock to e place of séfétx-a man came.
along on horsehack. At Capt. Hull's request. he consented Lo take
charge of valuables so the pillowcase was fastengd'fo'tﬁe horn of
the saddle. The stranger took such excellent cere of the go0d s
heir owner never sew them agein.

While selfishness was the rule in this wild rout, few gitiﬁglt
thought to any but themselves, there werc some commendable exéép-
tions. A férmer from Hamburg with a load of cheese, met the
fleeing crowd and immediately thfew hisg jfeéious_freigﬁt,in_thé
road filled his sleigh with women and children and took them_td

ig own home.,

br. Tilliam Dorsgheimer read = paper before the Buffalo Historicsl

Society on March 13, 1863, on "Buffalo during the wer of 1812%.

Tt must heve been a very vraiseworthy paper for pages of

extracts from it are given in this two volume history of

-

egtate presented the D. Z. Barker
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Library of Fredonia. He says Toward noon of the thirty-first
vhe invaders entered Buffalo and set fire to the village. The
» Indians had lelt the main column beforé it reached the
villege end swarming through the woods camé-iﬂto Main stieet'near'

Tupper. 4 house thet gtosd on the cormer of Tupper and Delaware
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going down the street the torch was epplied
te every ﬁuilding they Tfound. ¥Mrg. 5t John was in her houée,
having sent hér 81x yonﬁger children with a neighbor, she w1t}
her two dsughters remaiuned to pack up some household goods.

ish officers went aheua end stove in the heads

of the ligquor casks that the Indians might not become $00. drunk
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sh in their ieeds. It ié apparent-
however, that ths Indians were licensed to follow theif own in-
clinétiOﬂs inthe destruction of the village.
Indiang now came running toward Mrs. 3t John's house. Although
she waved_a table cloth as & fleg of truce, they burst into. the _
housé and began plunderi ag‘thevtfunks that had béen paékgd;v Sduaﬁs,'
hmnediately'secﬁred 2 looXing glass and had z &eiight 1ztime“&d;
mizing. their u&ﬁrepossessing faces.

N

One of the lefies found an Indian teking no part in the plundering
and that he could talk g little English. B8he asked what would be.
done with them. He told them they would not hﬁrtjthem; they would

- be. prisoners to the-squaws added perhsps they would take them to

e

-

The enswer was better than eﬁnectei so the prisoners were
marched down io an wrfl”elASEWﬂOSBd t0 have been Col. Elliot
then in command of the Indians., |

the tragic story of- *ae 1loss of'her-husbani'and

son and her large family depending on her fpr support and be-

b

this he corisented and permitted two
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gsoldiers +t0 accompany them home and sec that their

N L.J'g

house wes 10T

burned. - Soon after thelr feturp home, they mw ¥rs. Lovejoy

across the streel engazéd in en altercation with an Indian over a-
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shawl which he was trying to pull from her hands.

51 John girls ren out and czlled to #rs.
shawl and come ovey where she could have
guard, this she refused to do. The flan

dein and Senecy s
z squad of men.

1&10:

vhe doorway barring their
knife stabbed the woman to

was drasgged LﬂUO

TTay TimdaT
Her DOQ.&]‘ gge

departure of the troopsfin
the S5t

Mrs

. Lovejoy

At three a'clock the

moved down the river o

In vhe night there was & f51l

Mrs. 5t Johm received sgome of

the 3t John women were

the street.

entrance.

the heard

Jonn g;rls 6nrr¢ea it into the

treets, the torch being applied by

v

g

One of the

Lovejoy 1o give him bthe

the nrotvection of the

from the

-

13 scon buret

nougeg in the main portion of thé'village in the vicinity of

a lieutenant

sttracted to their windows

. Lovejoy's houSe,

Suddenly a

and

the yerd where
the .afternoon w

nhouse

Some In.ians were again
while shé_stood in
savage reised-his
ghe
it 1ay-uhtil4aftef;tﬁe'~

hen Evenezer Walden and

L '

end pleced it on the

ne 4o Black Rock the nlghﬁ

to-run-Or he‘WOuld be

the cn11d She was &

before sent her little son away telling
teken prisoner at the same time zssuring i
woman antd would not he rmed.

Confident in Lhe'wreat defence of her sex

the caretul housewife

arned Lveas1rors"

of snow

their savage foe to

P M P
Ui M

illaae was evecuated by

ary

the Br tigh who

Zock Trom there crossed to Canada.

& by aa Jll@nt gome of the

the inhospitable

feel upon the-thréshold-

L eaa

4 Tew gathered at Dr. Chspin's

]

5 TR
JIULUNNEEIRSS Y

it



Batavie road for mile
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house which was still standing when suddenly an elarm was.

gsounded and once more the merciless invaders burst in upon

+thig remment of the devoted villege. The work of destruction

was zoon complete and many of the returned villagers captured.
411 thet remained was Mrs. 3t John's house, the frame of & bhearnm,
the jail and & blecksmith shop. The new yvear dawned upon homes

desolated by fire and upon scattered families, but the unin-

Tlammable Euffaelolians soon gave signs of life in the neighboring
villages. |

In & sketch of militery operetions slong the frontier of W. New York
Judge Werven writeg « AL this period the frontier préseﬂtéd'a éceﬁe

oi desolation rarely witnessed. The i@habitants who had eééapéd

ne tomshawk fled intc interior in the &eptﬁ of winter; wiﬁhdﬁ%}f{;ffi;f
ghelter or mesne of sﬁpport, and subsisfed on the charity of théif:‘

friends. 411 the houses and a2lmost every building between Buffalo

)
s
b
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iagara Palls were destroyed as were many of those on the

beyond Buffalo.
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0ldier under Capt. S1lsby end discharged &t or

nezr Fort Hiagers where he reamined until after the Buffalo battle,

5

‘after which he went to the battle ground to look for the dead and

vounded says ‘ | ' , ;
"Phere was net a house unor tent for the soldiers in the town. Tﬁey
could nov procure food or lodging: and there was not an enemy this
glde of the river. The soldiers that went home to Chautaugua did

S0 hecause they-were-obligedvto: being without moﬁey and having no
government stock on hand. Zegides most of them hed left their
families and cattle without food. The westher was cold, and the
soldiers haed to furnish,their ovm blankets Tor want'ﬁiiwhich their

3
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Temilieg were suffering: and their presence at home was necessery

to Xeep their femilies from starvation.

ife and children met me at the gate to welcome me. - "Youw Will

&
E
i_J
o

not go hack sgain?” I told hér I should day afbter tomorrow.
{Jan. 3xd) and that I had the promise of being diébharged in & few
days. With about ten deserters I returned to Buffalo the sixth 
of Jan. and we helped gsther and bury the dead. I came hoﬁéttﬁe

lagt of February and found twoe of my cows lying dead hcvulD alea of

stervation. Iszeac Young had brought iy Wlfe a peck o: musty meal..

She boiied a quart into mush and fed it to the cow but it dld not

gsave its life. Young promised her & peck OI corn a week until my

return. (Rather a small allowance for & women Nltn aix cnlldreﬂ.)f

She proceeded to get supper, uhcve was a little meat but no bread
save & little johimycske. I said "boil some potatoes" but there_
were none left, they had been fed to the COWS. Bed time. came

and she swept the floor and brought out the bed. I-told he*~to

‘bring on the straw bed. She said there had been ne straw -in:. tne

ticks in fhree weeks all had been Eed to uhe cows.'

How Judge Foote, you can better cbﬁceive my feelings than I‘caﬁ
describe them. To thin Qf the privetions and hardéhips we all
went through and to hear the name of éesertérs withal,‘makes the

hlood boll in my veins. Not & word is said of our volunteerlng

under Gen. Porter, and golng over 10 Fort Erle, tn t is all forgottnn.

afld Eaton of Portland wrote in August of 1832:

"ie 811 sdmitted snd felt bhat t the affair at Black Rock &nd Buffalo

was disg aceful to the militia, not of: haut&uqﬁa Gounty alone but

USRS
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Tew York. While a part of the militie of this couﬁ%y
remained in the vicinity of Buffalo and another part returned.and
continued in sgervice for some five 0or six weeks, I have 10
knowledge thet any from the other counties returned at all.

I have'no disposiiion to gloss over our conduct by a-comparison

- that the truth should be known.m
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A part ©f our regiment did leave after the bat tle, came home, and
did not-return: aund perhaps there wess no other way then 4o -return

2

them as deserters. But even in thelr csse something may be seid

48]

in thelr favor. I+ was well lmown thet Gen. MCCluré hed just
burned Newark and everybody expected the enemy would retaliate
by bUIPlH? Buffalo. When the militia of the western counties
ware called Qut enmesse it was generally'understodd thdt it wes

for the express purpose of defending that place, And when

L

shey found sll was losty, it was not unn&taral for them 1o supnose

-
jny

helir services were no longer neeaed. . Col. John Melahan Who-

commanded the regiment from this county seid,. he had been legally

~

called into the service of the U. S: snd he megnt to stay until

he was legally discharged. He did so and d4id all he.coul&_te'get ’

the men back and ksep them there. He was however. rather liberal
in giving furloughs, and many of them tock advantege of it.

Hell in his report of Jen. 6, 1814, says

ﬁﬂ%e unautmuqaa mllltla & regiment under the command of

Zt. Col. McMehan, which arrived in Buffalo on Dec. 29th gbout
300 men éwelled my force to 2,011 which was reduced by alarm

rtion, on the morning of the alarm to less than 1200

MEI e £nd go deficient were my supplies of ammunition, that a

great part of the cartridges for Lt. Col. Mclghan’s regiment'weré

AT 4
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made. and distributed aftei they were para&ed-On thermofning of

~the hettle. He goes on to say Col. Meliahan's regiment had been

g regserve in baiile; but when ordered into'actioh, terror seized
them - they flew in disgrace though some stood by and'ﬁehaVed
well, and endeavored to rally men.

To the defection of the reserve, he imﬁutes, in great part, his
defeat. |

0 the personal cowardice of the militie gathered from;the,leiaﬁin
Purchase cannot Ee ascribed the disastrous resuits of the engage-
ment at Buffalo. ~The cheracter of the men forbids such & sup?osi~ ”
tibn, " They were e & whole resolute men accustomeﬁ_ta-the‘psfils 
of fromtier lifewaahd their feortitude and courage compared favoff

adly with other people of pioneer commnities. They had been
without-military_instruction exceﬁt SHGh és they had received.atj
héckwoodsAmustprs. : They had never been %ubgect to the m111tdr3f~
diccipline were 1mperfeot1j armea and were actuallj sufferlng

.d and hunger. Pbev were hurried 1nto battle almosU es
Socn &8 ther'reachaﬁ tne scene of ‘actvion, ageinst & well-drllled
cend well officered enemy. Their officers were without mllltary

knowledge or experience., -uOHSClOHS of this fact the men had no

ith in their ability to lesd them or‘in themselveS'tD success~

713 reS1st the ernemy. The Chautaugua county troeops- geneTally‘

l‘h
}.J

had families and were g1l poor men living. 1n log houqes in small

.‘

learings in verious parts of the uounty.ﬂ‘ ”Hey hﬂd'l ttle sur-
plus food for their families-or foragé‘for theix Stock. The
ghort notice given them vave but 11t le time to prepare for de- .
parture and they left only w1fe and children to prepare firewood

end cut browse for their stock., Their poverty end the weather -~ -
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were more fovmldablc foes t0- tbem tﬂaﬂ those they were o01ng to

meet. ‘They marched 'in. that w1ﬁ+er month w1th0ut blanketo,

knapsacks, tenus IatJOﬂu or cemp equnpage 'aha suf ered much from‘:‘_\'

hunger and cold. rue*e may have been other dlfxlcul Jes Whlch."~

~could not have becn overcomn oy uhe best dlsc1pllnea troops. Iu }»"
was well fqr ihemselves and thelr famlllﬁﬁg;th@t uhelT sbrv1ces

were notfnge@ed for any .onsi&erable neriod‘bu% whatever"dlscredlt

atuaches to the militia ralsea bv the ﬂOl’apd Puvchlae f:r t

ck unu ubouu uhe last event in wh;

be.marched to ;1banym;; howland B;‘Mananyv 1






