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li01i:ES

It io now trJentyfive yo~rs aince first I entered Chautau'lUl), Count;i for the JJLU'pOOO

of r~kil1G an "rcheolot~ical survey. 'lrlentyfive ye"rf:l ago I c,unc froLl the PenbJdy l..:tSG11lO:

of llttrvard \'1i th n1.V friend £U1d campm.."te 11. Raymond ;I!U'r irl(:;ton, ZlOW my bro'viwr-in-laV!,
to be::itl exc~v::..tion~ 114 \:e~tcrn New Yoxle.

It 1.''''S my fixed conviction then, Dlld I h,,,"ve not al ter"d my viol1o, th.c\t Chautauqun. count;
hold within ita ooil injJortant clues to the nrchcoloGY of castern Hnrth America. Since
th"t time I halle come a.<;:o.in r..nd fIGI'm; fimt for tIte lkw York St",te j,:uaeum rmd t!1cn for
the llocheater lfunicipal, VJhic1, hllS now taken over 1;;10 \lark I bG:i::ln with llarvD.rd.

PorhalJO the crc,'lteot Duc;ccn3 I 8ver lmd \Yt1S in tho eX:C[\Vtl~ ion of tho initial cont~ct

Ll"ie 85.t.e on th~ Willi::'.Jfl u.nd ]I:<",ry Y:-.UIl.3' fnxm just wCGt of llil)le~,r. I thULtc th:.t ill(" 1"8-'
sults thero obt:,ined stand all tho clasoic example of I:Irccheolosical ,',ork in ~1l tilO
J:::r.l)ire State.

Here 1:.1'Otl one sandy lcnoll rJ~ took ou.t thou.orcndD of sl)landid I1.rtiLc'(.s, rcv8nline for t'"
firDt t :no the lltO~'Y of );rie CIU t1l1'o. 1r."vcr. our er,lGuHiono CX:JJ:,: Hod aitell nc:u- Gerr;,
'md Sbclairville, WllO.'O in 1907 lYe opened several OI1'clwic sitca. p'cs"m'lbl;r oarly 1Itl',
Century I~ao.uai~.

I Hell remem':.l':r thH cordhl help that I nad trom C'n~ufall'1U!\'s stnlrmrt hintoriDno and
his t"o:"y-::1indeu. cit 1zcns. I c:lnnot record in too Glowin.:.~ torms r:~y o,!lprccint ion of Hon.
\.>Jcd ':":t~~~n, l~"( aldent of ym.u'" Society, of Abner rJl\.zelton, of C. I'. Reed, of JODflph :lnd
~,...:lnuGl l:cGhl.i'1~.f> of rapley~ tlltd 01' Dr. Larkin &.'1d tIm. Fenton who c["1L1e over fron
Cattnrml/!ll.B county to t;u.ide rac.

Chautauflun. county, indeed, has lOllS attl acted the a tten1, ion of the ant i,!""rian. !l...'1d

thore 11.1'13 excellont ro. o!'ts in S-;;nte Documents rocordin,<; t:w \',ork of T. AJ',olyon Cheney
and of E. G. Squier.

In 1890 the Smithsonian Inotitution sent a repreoentative to l~~ke studioD, ~nd rR~ch of
the information collated by H. 1. Reynolds found its way in to tho rOllort of the lluJ:oau
of Ehtnoloey for fin.

The charm of' Ghnutf.tU{lUll county 1 ins in the ntartlil\:"; ch:~r;o.ctcr of i to ~"1::a" ~h ·G"lr!:.~ '.'..(~0.

mounda. SJ)lcndic1 ox?m"l"c :11's fOlL'ld ncar Bllinc;ton, .Cle"-r Creek" :':lJ..llcl:.irville, Gerry... '-'" " -~ " . ~

Bemu.a .l:'oint. r'alconer and Clymer. Indeed, the series on the hills that OVOl'look tlje
val10~Y' of C1N'l.r Cr~el,= ru.~C thG' 1:10D t stril~i.(~r~ Ir; a,ll NGW YOZ'!:" ~7hflt h:-".. o h~LJPOlled to thcnT
Mo,Jt h....~ve be-on tloDtroyed b.! rolic d tG.:~ero:, wh:), not tl.'t1dCrntnIldh:;'; i,ll'.t archeolo:;;/ lEI ,"J,

science, have ruvio;',ed those ti,ost Ill'ccioU3 recorda. l,hen on1:1 m:1JGZ'ts f::011Hi.or I':ith
science should havG done"the excavatinG, i.wyane \7i tll ::J, cI,'.,de tmd GJ'1 !totlr' 0 lcinuI'c ':nd
the inc lirv1,tion 1ms done thr: \1ork. WIJ, \'Jonld ;lot allow (U1 untrained m,U';;e~n to OpeL'TIe
upon our vitals, but iJ1 our CIlXO] ossness 1!J0 lw.ve perl:,i' ted tile unuwtrJ;.cted t,e opernto
upon the boso", of mother e",rth to rob her of the mille of hiotor;r. nnd ,Ie !la.ve not even
been aware thf\t " crirne h:\s 1,cen cOli"litted. v:o h~ve b~en 11s1e~p w:,ile our c100t v,.,l­
u:.ble historic haritllt;e has boen tOI'n from the e~rth end sc,~ttcred evcrY'7here lll:e It\~

autur::n's leD.vGs. I ventui'o to s,,~' thflt of ull the ",rcheolocic"l \'lark eyer dor:e in
Chaut:mqu.a county not OrlO work or descriJ:t ion h11D ever been lett bel1ind to benefit
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mcU1JelHd and 5C ioneD in general eave the riO:-" done u. the State Jr.uoeum mid l'erh11.1Jfl the
Peabody MU.£Jeum of Ibrvard.

!i'hese thin.:;s are deplorable because a aite '.,nee r~ped !llld devClstated c~n never be rest')l­
cd. \7e censure the Spaniftrds who destroYGrt the librartea of LllO Aztecs hut rl";ht hare
at heme we rove allowed the hidden records of the n:J.tives to be ripl.cd nut uno. denlolished
but. Cll':mt"u'lUB cotUity is not nlone 1n title crime aBc<inst science. Every other count;! is
eQu:J.lly 6\l1.l'ty.

It ie refreshine then to find ::\ m..'Ul like Ilosa rier \'iright of Erie. ra. 11!wse lUlll1er home
io at \7estfiold. In hiD enthusissm he began to exylore the site on the old L ,,;h Ndl
farm on the e"-ct bonk of Chaut"-U<l= creek. lIere lt~ has cllrellllly opcned ~•.l1d xuminod
nVl,1ero\.ts L"T1:V(;4) and roi"..loe pitD of B 'vGry D..ncicnt people. ni~ 1;;ork v..n:l hto m thado :lrB
oJ:coptionr'.l for a privAto citiz~n. He h:l,ll Y..opt his l'ocords IOzld hwitod the !J :lp 'ej'1'1
criticism of experts. lie h::>.O worked not ror relico bu.t to obtaL"l fncts tkt :.i,:ht bo of
v:lluo to hJ otnry [';1;] 'GO a::.'choolo~;y. 1,'nr'e of his work VJl]l "\)e w(1!d;':"()llOcl lr.:.t,or 11'1 t:~io

adtlreDo.

Cha1,lt-IlU'lua county was s>\rl:' tho hOl_.eIMd of n.'ltivo tribeo who scW:;ht 0. fortH p'>,rn<1ise
filled with c;rurs. !tls w",tcnn"s and laltoo '.70re fevorito attrc,CtioilD for the 0,rlisst of
settlere. Ito doep for:'oto rn"t its l)ine nt-ass, its vallc~'8 and ito flats pro ideO. almost
every convonience for the red :t1'U1. "-\7onty fivo roaro of rODci\rch havc 8hol'J1l :0 th0.t there
were Il<JV01'al atori"mnl cult.:U'oa here. Indeed. Lil'. Il'wrincton .\£Id 'c.;Jself \701'J eO. out foux
occuputions. ~;hlce that tine I have been r..ble to fflf'.Jte fu.rt~lcr subdivisions Col d to
nl-'pl"'oxi'71~~te S C!;1e dutes.

My chronolo!':'l Md 11IY cnltll~'e dilforenti"Uon, I mn mm"e, :,,-,n '.1::0'1 C:"i,iccl witlor,', credit,
and I h",ve no rancour, but I dQ winh to ony th,,-t it W'lS nw Chaut!lUcfo_a Connty Xl'€l"ionee
th.1.t hol,l>od me moot in the d~termir~i\t~(Jl18 nlliclL :iOU r:ill find l'E'cor'dcd f;;r th f~ l~St tif'~G

in Iny "AI"chaoloGico.l EiEtOI"Y or Hot! Yorkrt Vu,bliohcu. b,Y t:LB St:','Le }:U~Curlo

Upon Dome of thft middla tfll'r~.ces in the con.ntYll I)r:.rt~CLll"..rly '1",,1.;1: £1'0.;1 i,lK\ G0.~.t·1;·:1,n.:)").n

t\1:'C O(JCril-1 n~:; DV i.(Je.L1:~as of tr\C h:Jl:i!ao. Cur t[.. j) lly tilo Bj:B C irn:-JntD fOUJ.'1.d D.1'0 Loki. j 'J.:l~ put

avon before thc..fJe peo';'IJc cCJ:lO:, tJK1 archn.ic Al{~oYJ1::ian people livod here. I hav n f~u.nd

IU:UJy evidonces in the ooutl':II'Il 11ortiol1 of tIle coun1;y. k,ter. two otlwl" I,,'rio(1. of
Algonkiun cultun, fire ev idel1ced. Tho early tllird period r.l'\~' k eX'l:<1itled near "'redonia :<nd
Sheridan, ,..lld 1.1,;01'L'<:inl'1 c itce "bound all about Chauteur;= L:'ike.

Intrudil\G in tho ('arly Third Period ca'l1O the pooj,10 o:,l1ed Kound Jkildcre, rlllo
Indiann from Ohio 'lIld the J.\:UJIll3ai1Jr;i velley. 'L'hero '.'Iere dintinct moundo near
but all have beon destroyed. I fenr thtlt nelU'ly fJ.1l productibo mounds in the
been leveled. but I trust th"t some fllture Il,rC!:leolog ist r.ny find o.."ld rSllort to

Tho Third Alc;on.ltian ':lavo >.mil brou,;;ht to n clooe by the invas ion of the Iro'luo i
early in the fourteentll centUl'Y' It f1J!'Y be that they came as 0 lrly ~.'.1 tlle mid
the thirtcwnth, '1,11d if eo, the hill-top oiteIJ in the Int,'rjor 'W,-;1 bC' c1'cditC'o.
rl~3ir !Jottur,y l.nd n.ot yet l\~)[lU.nlOC. .It21C "nrriv0u" fCl~zn "\..hf..~t ch~ro..cl.ori~oQ the 01
IroriUO io of the Cnoll.l1ada.-Joi't'erson County region;;- but still" some IlhO~1S ~j)e tel
mcilJed Ii-nee in t:ri!Ulc.,"U.l.~.r ph,to.
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l!a.ny onrly tY1JO It'O'llloip.l1 potohcrcln ohow th(: imlll'OCDorl cord dosi;~no of the 1.1(; nkian
pecllles bt\t {lrnduuHy tho rroQuoio bOCOl:1CS morc pool1,iv0 ('.Ud diotincth·o. So of tile
eCl.l:'ly Iro'luoi:>.n intrudera even used cylindrical pestles, lJut cr.ve theLl UI' l1ll tl ell' own
cuIture ril'sned IUld {;pOW r ichor. lroquoian people prob:lbly never uned the ere
preforrll~ the ungroovcd hntchot or celt. ~hus it is more or le~B e~oy to det
culturos I'U1d incI'Gltoinely so as ancient oites Ilre excavated by trnined men.

Chief Ill,l0n,,, the historic peo;,lo of the lroquoi= oub-divioiono 'oere the Erie II illIlll,
known aleo to the Jesuito ao tho Cat j-!atinn. perhe.po becmtse the,)' wore hcad-thr uo of
pantp~r skin. ~~d perhaps because the~' used tno raccoon as a totemic oiD1. are
described n~ staluart mG."! and wnrlike. Certain It io thnt CllflUtauqua County ri, once

dotted with their vHla:;es and Imrnleto. They extended \Vest r.Ild o()utll into l'mu 0:; 1=i,,,-.
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and \./ostw:u'd into Ollio. It is (luito like'l,y thnt they were closely allied to t:le ScnecQ,
L>90"le until the f~.I:lOU9 h'OQuoio'Confeder~":i was fomed. 'rhey could !lot ~iveiU1', the~r
indepondence for e.n:y ochemCl of federation, "nO. rom.,ined outsido the ccunu. c ru.e 0

~"1eir winer bret:H~rn.

Once beyond t]w pale or the gre tt lel'",~ue of pe!\ce they clU1lc~ cloGer to the Ueutral n,tio:l
Md to the nort:1Grn Huron Federation, but theY still m:;,intr. inca in"tercourse with their
conf'odern.ted '1rethern.

It is said by tradition thn.t jenlousy "m.s first aroused by their d,"fcat in tl1El Irot,uois
"Ol;ynpic" C;a.n19S, ",nO. it .7M certainly kindled to t, blaze of k'tred when the ~(meCB and
Onondaga. fJarr iors attuched the lluroni3. \\'hen Anuonerv.es VIM cr<pGured by the "'ries 0.;:1<1
killed to :~veIJGo '"he death (}f un !::rio warrior, much a~;:linot the ad'lice of tho BriG C:.1ei'o
the Seneca OnondS(~ tUlion plarmed retalliation. In lG5t1 tL1.e Eric fDti:)n passed O~lt of
existence, its aU!17ivors boing ooopted or uUBttoroo, never Plore to cleir.1 their n"'i;lon,,l
name.

~'here the ere~t battle, LwnLionod by the Jeouito. w~s fOU5ht, we h~vo

It rotJ.y have "been [it Ri!)leyp nnd it .may ha,ve been on the Co.tto.r'8.U[;U3.
interelJtLn.:1 one for thE::) future o.1·c}\.GoJ.oGis-'ti~

not yet discovered.
Tho problem is en

~iith the ];:mmine of: the Erios, this region bec['J,19 j,he huntinG grounu of the Seneca people
who between 1654 find 1790. prob,,,bly visited it only infr()<,uently with seoutinc partieo.
About the timo vf the rovolution. hOI7C1Hlr. m:nll llotflomcntll bC$M to be for:ncd, n.rul e~,;rly

in the 19th century thero were thriVing villt\3GO at the mou.tll of the Cr...n:lde.rloyo end c..t
Bernllll Po:nt a..'1d othor plncos alone; the lake.

To thooo l~t~r couoro, m~l'Y or the old fortificutions und earthqo~ks TIora an ~lch pv~stGrics

eta tg tli\3 Ancric::.n l'Jc~tler~ who C~wle after ~the 'f!!:l!! of 1012. J!hey knew them only f..S the
r.l.<-'1.bitatioillJ of e;.ho£r~:J ~"lld [;hontl~l 'boin:.;s. Yot p i'i'tJ...lolY traditinH.o ntill lin~crod>l Tho stor;y­
of tho fish 'o)V t I"I[!.C t'-lJ.en out and cQ.ct i.nto L....ko Erio to beeono tho p~.lf;kolu."·lse, "11<1 the
story of the boy I,ho tonsed rut old chioi: n')l!lod Cuckoo by tltroi7inc cherry stonos in his b()c..J~

pot, otill tu"e"~told on th~ rftsorvp.t1.'1na, !-to h'\vint~ hf'{!tY'. tpJ.-:"e "r 01t'\ J:,:,.-d~-,~"""!.l') ~:lG l;,':a
th"lt n,u'r'oWf) l.L the I'111~11e.

Pe:-h~p~ Ch.c.u.t~U(Iu.a c()lmty h9.s U.C i.."1ters9ting tr:':1.i lfJ au ::"':'Ql par Glen of the ~~ tt1.tc. 'fllG old.
Chautauqu.a port>\:;c trail from till) mouth of the creck ovorl',-'"ld. up the hill and around the
lake to the Ch~dekoin is well kno'Tn. Deceleron followed it, ~~d other french explorers
knew its "'indin€: courses thro1.l{;h the forects. 'l'he rid{;e trail fmc far.PUS lor~, before t,'1e
Iroquois CflT.'.8, and the CO::J.ewtU'lGo trail, the CattllruUf:;na trn n, the CazoHdaga tr:l.il, the
b'rcnch Creele and the Broken Stra1:l trails l11L1.st not 'be for,:<;otten. Long; before tho bdia.."E
used them the bX"~""t gall1e animale h...d followed them in tJlOir m:i3rattonD.

Over thc,~o trr,ils the .l::ri08 hud lJl-,de their G:lst retroat; ovor them their liredecee:lOrfl
came•• and over them their conquerora ;7r\lked ~.D they inherited the hind :trW cam0 to occupy
it for a. time, only to rolinquish it to tho pale invaders who once havlrl8 ooen it desired
Q1eo to possess it forevor. "

T in>.e \'Iont on, and as land ,':ao oleared, strvl1ge eo.rth worm 7'81'e l'olUld.
examin.!l.tion. ~~uecr relic!) wp.ro diccoyeroUVLU1.d bCGi{lt'a..~ \v1til vllli ~40s

until nol'1 mounds and earthworks Imve 'been examinod.

Clu"ioD lty ]!:-0!~Irted
or the loot Ctmtury

In my liot of the 61 llrinoiP'J.l aites in the county, COJ11pi.lod a~ut 1912. I be~'ll.n uitll the
Wootficld lJito on tho lIeil rarm. It piq\1.Od my own curiooi't;l' and I had hOJ>')d to OXctwate
it. Fortul1.'\tely this wo).'k fell to 'one WllO has clone it well. Tho careful methods of H!'.
RODO 1'101" liright ~nd hio colloaucos uro satisfyine. It will t~.ko lJOIl1l) time to co'"rlete
tho lltudy of tho artifacts (md the conditions !l:~tendi.l1[; thelll. Ilut when the otudy is
finished, a nerr Chll.ptCl' in C11I1.U'.",U'1U!l, ooU.''ltj' llI'oheolo"lco.l hiotor~; 1~i11 bo vlrittOl1. It
will be D. chapter of pO!'lJlIUlont i11t8rest a.rul. lo,otiYli:; l1uluc. It will be !l oplondid oX(!.,'nl'le
for oth~rB to fellow.
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Chautau'!.1l'l. County is (.\ loc~tion of excepti",v.1l interect to the biolo[;i;Jt, t~ the sbdcnt
of p~loontolor,y nnd to tho archoolOGist, i,'" r;e11 ~;s to th<;> hiotoriv.n. FOSfllls lio
conc9:lled in the nhn.les, burricd r.w.stodon.'l 'lltd Mn_'1ffiO+.lUl tll'C ~t ill to be found, speclr.,CDZ
of lIDeiont Indian Art ~.re scatterod cvcrj'1';'t'~re rend the hlfJtory of tlw DC LUG c.ff')d3
rn.'Uw themes of aboorbin[; interost. It is " n'ltural hemo bItt] for 11.11 God's crc,-.t-.trCS,
vfl,cthcr qu!1drupFld or hu..'m.n. ~i(j r;{lO 1 i170 hero =d enjoy the ',tJtcr ioJ. ~U1li enl tl.U'al
blessin,:;s of the reGion, tJle", cnn havo some mCllourc of t11c relv.ct,:ll1Ce \:'ith <;;, iell all
the nat ive race!) l.JD.rted OIitll thorJe vcrdv.nt flCrGS of forGst Imd field. 'lie who rerl·'i::l.
th~refo:'e, hllve a me~d of rcoponoibHity to the p:t[:t.

LGt WJ then di~covGr ~-'.ad. l'e<.~ord. the r;t;ory of those r:l~0 proceedod '),$, iJnd aw~re of' tho
dectru.ction of c<:rlior cxc,<l.va'toro p r.1::.1:n umcnds for t1;'(1 :t\ltl~re ',-,rill m::p6ct crc~"tt thinSD
of' t;-d.:J e.nJ.i{;jlt{)nO~ C'..~c.

The O:ll.ak is ouro.
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