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SOTES

It is now twentyfive yonrs since first I entered Chauntaw,un County for the purposo

of makinz an archeological survey, Swentyfive yenra sgo I coms from ihe Feabody iassum
of Harvard with ny friend and campmate bl. Raymond Harrington, now my brotiher-in-law,

to besin excuvasions i veotera New York,

1t was my fixed convietion then, mnd I have not sliered my viewa, that Chaubtaugun county
hold within 1te 801l Irmortant clues %o the archeslogy of eazbern North Ameriea., Since
that time I have come again and asning firot for the New York State luseum and then for
the lochestar lmicipal., which has now tokan over +the uork I bessn with Horvard.

Porhapa the srentest succens I ever had wans in the excavailon of the initinl contact
Lrie site on the Williamond ¥ary Youny farm Just west of Ripley, I ihink that the re-
sults there obtulned stand as tha classic examples of arechecloglcal work in oll %he
wnplire 3tate,

Hors wpoa one sandy knell we took out thouvsnnds of splendid artif.cis, revealing for te
first tose the stoxy of hrie cilture. Later, our expsditions exwiiued gites near Gerry
and Sinelalrville, wiwio ln 1907 we opencd several srchoic sites, prosummbly carly 14th
Century lcocuoinn,.

I well remembor the cordial help that 1 nsd drom Chmmteugua’s atnluart historiang and
history-ninded citigeng. I cannot record inmtoo plowing terms my appreciation of Hon,
Ched Jduson, Yivaoident of your Society, of Abner Haszslton, of T, ¥, Roed, of Joseph and
samiel leGinnis of Hipley, nnd of Dr. Larkin end @m. Fenton who came ovor fron
Cattarawms county to :uide me,

Chautaurua county, indeod, has long attiacted the atlention of the anticuarian, and
thore are excsllont re,orts in S3ate Documents recording tie work of T. Apolyon Cheney
and of L. G. Sguiler,

In 1890 the Smithoonlan Institution sent a repregsentative to make studiez, and rmuch of
the information collated by H. L. Reynolds found its way in to tho report of the Duwroan
of Ehtnology for 191,

The charm of Chautaucna county lies in the startling chirscteor of ils earih works nod
moundg. Splendid exampleo are found neanr Ellington, Cleur Creek, Sluclairville, Gerry
Bemms roint, Falconer and Clymer, Indeed, tha series on the hills that'overlook the
valley ef clenr Cresk nre ths mostd alriliass In all New Yorlk, Yhat has happeoired to them?
Host have Deen degtroyed by relie dilszers, whn, not wndorsitanding it archenlony 1l o
sclence, have ruvighed those wosi precious rocords, then only experts familior with
science should have done tha excavatliy;, anyone with a gpede and an hour's leisure wd
the inclination hag done the work, We would ot allow en untrained surzeon L0 operals
upon our vitals, but iIn our carolessness we have peral ted the uninsiructed t- operate
uporl the bosom of meolher earth 4o rob her of the milk of history, and we have not cven
hoen aware thnt a erime hag been committed. Yo have been agleep while our most vnl-
uzble historic horitage has been torn from the earih zand scattered everywhere like lao
sutwm's leaves, I venture to say that of all the srcheglolleal work ever done in
Chautauqua county not one work or descrigtion ling ever been left behind to beneflt



mnkind and science in general save the wolk done b the State Museum and perhaps the
Pagbody Huseum of Hervard.

These thingzs ars deplorable because a site wnce rapsd and devastated con nover ?@ regtor-
cd. Ve censure the Spaniards who destroyed the libraries of the Asztecs but right here

at home we have allowed ths hidden recorde of the natives to be ripped eut and damolish?d
but, Chautaugua county is not slone In this crime against scicuce. Every other county is
eounlly guilty.

It is refreshing then to f£ind a man 1like Ross Pler Wright of frie, ra. whose umer home
is at Vootfield. In his enthusiasm he bvegan to explore the site on the 0ld MHigh Neil
Parm on the east bank of Chautsugua creek, IHere he has careiully opened and examined
nunerous ¢raves ondé refuss pits of a-very ancient poople. fis work and bia mgthods are
ecceptionnl for a private citizen. . He hag kopt his yecords end invited the help =nd
eriticiom of experts. Ille has worked not for relics but to obiain facts that misht be of
valuo 10 nietory oud o archeolev. Iove of his work will be mentloned loler|in this
addresg.

Chautauiue county was early the housland of native tribes who scusht o fertile prradise
filled with gams. 188 waterws:s and lakes were favorite sttractions for the eqrliiest of
settlers, its deep forsete sud ite pine avess, its valleye and its flats provlded almosi
every convenicnce for the red man, Twenty five roars of research have shown ne that there
were gseveral eborizinal cultures here. Indeed, i, Horringten ngd wywsell worked out four
oceunations, Since that time I have been sble 4o maka furtioer subdivisions ond o
approximnte soie dates,

My chronology and my culture diiferentiation, I am auvarae, hns boon eopied withiont ercdid,
and I have no rancour, but I do wish to say that it was my Chauntnuqua County dznerlence

that holpod me moot in the determirediions viich you will find recorded for tag Lirst time
in my "Archeclogical llichory of Mew York™ published by the Siats iunsoun,

Uson gome of the middle terraces In the county, prarticol-rly bt Lfyvoxs the Caifbaz
are geening ovidesses of $ao Lolinc. Curtolndy the specimomis jound are zokirian,
even vefere thooe peosde coaa, the nrchale Algonldan pecpla lived here. I hawe f£2
mwy evidonces in the goutiwrn portion of the ecounty. Laster, two otlher periods of
Algonkion culture arge evidenced. Tho early third period mny be oxamined nesy B

Sheridan, and Al onkinn cites sbhound all about Cheutsugus Lake,

Intruding in the carly Third Feriod cams the peojle called Hound Buildere, who|wers but
Indians from Ohic sand the lissiseiypi valley. There were distinet mounds near| Jamestowmn
but all have been destroyed. I fear that nearly 2ll productibe mounds in the ¢counity have
been lsveled, but I trust thrt some futwre archeologist may find and report to the conirary

The Third Algonkian wave was brought to a close by the invasion of the Iroguoisan people
early in the fourteenth century. It mny ve that they came as ewrly na the midale of
the thirteenth, mnd if 8o, the hill=top sites in ths Intericr mny Lo crodited lo than,
Their pottery hnd ot yob asoumed e "arrived” form that choraclorized the cliassic:
Irocucis of the Cnondada~Jefferson County reglom, but still some shows the tell-tale
incised lines in trianmuler plats,

Many early typo Irvecuoiem potsherds show the improecsoed cord deosinng of tho Aleqnkian
pecplos tut proaduslly the Trogueis bocomes morc posllive and distinctive, Somd of the
early Iroquoion intruders even used cylindrical postles, tut pnve then wp ag their own
culture ripened ond (rew richer, Iroguoian pcople rrobably nevor uzed the gredved ax,
rreforring the ungrooved hatchet or celt. 'Thus it 1 more or less easy to detdrmine
culturcs end inereasingly so a2 ancient cites are cxecavated by trained men,

Chief nmong the historic peoile of the Iroguoisn sub-divisions were the Erie Ingdinns,
Ikmowvn aleo to the Jeguits as the Cat Natisn, pesrhaps because they wore head-tirpws of
panthor skin, and perhaps because they used thie raccoon as a totemic sipn. They are

described as sinluart mon and warlilkes, Certain 1t ig that Chautzugua County wap once

dotted with their villages and humlets. They extended west and south inte leniy

sy Ivanda.



1t i9 auite likely that they were closely allied to tie Scneco
) Iliey could not sive up their
he couneil cirele of

snd westward into Chio,
saoule until the famous Irouuois Confedersey was formed.
?mdépendence for any scheme of federation, and remeined outside t
thoir wiser bretherlil.

o o Ten % [T
Once beyond the pele of the grot leagwe of pence thoy clung clot.er to the Exa..xtfu.;‘ njum.L
and £0 the northern luron Federation, but they shill mainboined intercourse with their
confederated hrotheril.

1t 4o said by tradition ithat Jenlousy was rirst aroused by 4heir defoat in “Gi‘}s Ircuucis
"Olympic™ gamas, snd it was certainly kindled to a blage of hatred when the SOnACH &111‘1
Onondaga warriors atteched the Iurons, Vhen Ammenerses vas cr,zy'tu:ec} hy the nr}es a..m )
killed %o avenszo the death of an Hrie werrior, mch ajrinst the advice of thn Erie L.‘ﬁ:e:.s
the Seneca Onondass union planned rehalliation. In 16564 the Erie m.‘ti.?n 1)5.‘.5'?3(1 o:‘d': of
existence, its survivors veing adopted or scatiored, never more $0 cleim their mational
nAme.

Where the gre=t battle, montioned by the Jesulte, wns fousht, we have not yet discovered.
It may have been at Ripley, and it muy have been on the Catdoaraums. Tho problem i3 en
interesting one for the {uture azcloologist.

Yith the paszing of the Bcies, this region becars the humting ground of the Sencca Feovic
who between 1654 and 1790, probubly visited it only Infrequently with scouting partics.
About the time of the rovelution, however, small setBomenis began o be formed, and enrly
in the 19th cemtury thero wore thriving villazeg at the mouih of the Canndaweyo and ot
Berms Point and other placed along the laks,

To these lator comarg, many of the old fortificutions and eartlworis were as much mysierics
o8 %o tho Arerican sosilera wiho camg after the Uar of 1812, They knew them only o8 the
habitaticns of ghosio oud ghoestly boings.  Yob, muny traditions etill lingerods, Tho shory
of the f£ish thet was talen out and cost into Lake Erio te become tho raskelunse, ond the
story of the boy who fteaped an 0ld chiel nomed Cuclwo by throving cherry stoneo in his bean
0%, 8111l arettold on the rescrvati-ng, as hawving heen teisa of old Jo-do-mSab, tha irka
that oavrows Ly the niddle,

Perhapg Chouwbougua county has ao interssting trails as ooy porslen of the sinie. The old
Chantanqua porta;e trall from the mouth of the ecreel overlaend, up the 1ill and around the
lake to the Chudekoin is well knowmn., Deceleron followed it, and other French explorers
inew its winding courses through the forescts. The ridge trall wes famous long bhefore the
Irpquois cane, and the Comewango trall, the Cattarausms trnily the Casnedega trail, the
French Creck and the Broken Straw trails must not be forzottan, ) Long before the Imdians
uged them the groeat game animels had followed them in their migrationSe

Cver these trnils the &ries had made their dnst retreat; over thewm their predecessors
came, , and over them thelr conguerors walked ao thay inherited the land and cama to occoupy
it for o time, only to relinguish 1t to the pale invadsrs who once having scen it desired
also to possess it forever,

Time went on, and o8 land vag cleared, stronge earth works vere iound. Curicsity prosmnted
examination, meer relics wero discoversdvand beglaning with the %409 or the last century
until now mounds and earthworks hoave bheen examined,

In my 1liot of the 61 principal sltes in the county, compiled aboubt 1912, I besan with the
Vostfiold site on the Neil Farm. It pigued my ovm curiczity and I had hoped %o excavatbe
It, Fortunbely this work fell fo-one who has done 1t well, The coreiul methods of lic,
Roos Ier Wrlght and his colleaunges arse satisfying, It will t-ke gome timo %o complete
the otudy of tho artifacts mnd the conditions attending them. But when the study is
finighsd, a new chaptor in Chaubongua county archeclogical history will be wriiton. It
will he a chapier of permanent interest and legting valug. It will be a oplendid example
for othore %o follow,



Choutanaua County is a locetion of exceptinasl interest to the biclo{;isg, to_ ihe student
of paleontology and to the archeologist, ot well ng to the historian., Fossils lio
concoaled in the shales, burried mastodons and mermoths are otill 4o be found, specimens
of enclient Indian Art nre scattered everywwre and the higtory of the sclller affords
many thomes of absorbing intersst, It 48 o natural home land for all Ged's creatarcs,
vhether quadruped or humwn, Ee vho live here asnd enjoy the watcrinl and culbural
Dlessinggs of the region, thely, can hnve some measure of the reluctance with woaich all
the native races parted with thece vordant neres of forcst amd field. %e who remtin,
thereforae, have o merd of regponeibility to the past.

Lot ug then discover sad record the stopy of those vho preceeded us, ond swave of the
degtruclion of ewrlier excavatora, mnle omends for the futvre will expect greah things
of this enlishtencd o0,

The Foak is oura,





