'—r_;tg
i

2,
b

¥

i

‘ Born at Wardsborough, Vt.June 10th,1793.

Died at Jamestown,N.Y.Dec.20th,1879.

The subjeet of this paper,a direect descendant of the
earliest settlers of Plymouth Colony,was born in the town of
Wardsborough, Windham County, Vermont, on the 10th of.Juhé 1793

when that County was new. His parents being pioneers from

Eastern Massachusetts,his earliest experiences were those of

privation-and hardship. Without the advantages of schools,
such as the humblest child now enjoys,it was a difficult

matter to obtain the very beginnings of an education,a de-

sire to obtain which ‘was early developed in him.

The writer has often heard him relate,his first attend= -

ance at school whieh was taught in a barn,and for the wantj‘ﬁ

of better seats,the schol’ars occupied the sills.However he
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made the very best use of his opportuniiies,and in a single
Winter completed Pike’sAritametiec, that then being the only
text book attainable., Not satisfied with the attainments

possible to be reached in the ordinary skhools,at that time

by the farm boy,he pursued with eagerness and indusiry the
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classical siudies necessary for admission to College,under

the directioh of his pastor,and was in this manner fitted
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for entrance into Williams College,from which he was graduas

-ed in 1815.
While in college some of his friends and relatives,in-
fluenced by that spirit which has ever sharpened the desire

to occupy all of the land,had emigrated to Western New York,

themselves, the sons of pioncers becoming such, in regular =
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éucceésioﬁ.-lmmediately on his graduétion,Abner Hazeltine
set his face towards that new country, into which his friends
had preceded him. He arrived at Jamestown in September 1810.
Here 1t was his expectation,tn begin, as opportunity offered,
the study of the law,the practice of which he Bxpected to
make his life work., Without means,without the opportunitvy
even, to begin hi1s preparatory studies,he engaged for a Liine
in teaching, Soon after he went to Mayville, then as now
the county secat, and entered the office of the late Jacob
Houghton as a student., His opportunities were limited, bhut
he made the very most of them,and was soon admiiied to prac-
tice his profession in the Court of Common Pleas,and al the
expiration of the regular stated period therszafizsr,as was

the rule 1n those days, ino tas supreme Courl and Court of

—~

Chancery.

After his admission to practice he returned to James-
town, tne place he had selected for his home,and there began
his 1i1fe work. Evenzzfsoon after this induced him to rems:
nove to Warren,Pa.,amdﬂthere resided for a time. Warren
County was at that time just organized,and at the first
Court held in that county,he was admitted to practice there,
This was 1n 132N, He continued to practice 1in the courts of
both New York and Pennsylvania,although his residence at
Warrren was limited to three years.

He devoted hilinself with untiring energy and industry to
n1s chosen profession,and pursued it constantly to the very
end of his long life,never abandoning it to engage in other

pursuilts, His profession was his delight,and to it he gave

not merely his best but the whole of his enerpgies. Not
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gifted with eloquence,nor with remarkable brilliancy, it was
great labor,and complete and thorough preparation of and for
every single cause,no matter how small its amount, or indify_
ferent its result might be, that he succeeded in obtailning
a full mastery of the whole subjesct of tne law,and made him-
self familiar with i%s history,and prineiples from the very
foundations,and of their application. No emergency found him
unprepared, amnl when seeming difficulties appeared,apparently
blocking furiher advance or threatening rdefeat,he was fully
equilpped. He often attained success when disdastier was iinunl-
nent, by the knowledge and complete mastery he had acguired,
that enabled him to staie and elucirdats the principles upon
which the matter in controversy rested,and show how the ap-
plicationof those prineciples controlled the case.

such powers are greater than mere eloquence,which pro-
ducesno lasting result;and they are only acquired by dilli-
gent research,careful ‘annalysis,complete information, and
natient labor. All theseythe subject of this sketeh brought
to his ehosen work,with untiring 2zeal and indomitable indus-
try. Endowed witih great endurance he worked in his office,
when other men were secking recreation, His héblts and tastis
were simple,and he found his pleasures inhis labor. Not a
rapid worker,not adopting conelusions uniil they were severe
-1y tested,and their results fully known,aixd the foundation
upon which they rested ascertained to be impregnable;and
with the habit of finding out for himself the recason for
every step,not trusiing to the mere stalemcnts of othersjit

was only through long continued examination, testing and JET=
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-fecting every step,selecting cach with carc, that he made
progress. He devoted more hours in his offilce to his dally
Ltabor than was common 1n his day,and an emount thal would
be appalling to a worker at thas date. It was an ordinary
thing for him to work heyond the hours of mid-night by the
light of a common tallow candle, that being the best 1llum-
inant in his day. This was not merely in his youth and in
the strength of his manhood, but he continued the practice
throughout his htusy career. [t was a common saying, that when
the light 1in h1s office was exlinguished,; 11 was time thati
all people should be at their homes. Many are the letters
that the writer ,when pursuing his education,has received
fron him daved at, "the office;l.A M. and writisn ofter the
fatigues of the day,as a relaxation from labor, full of pa-
ternal counsel and advice.

It 1s not to he intimated that he had no recreation and
oleasures, With his greatv indusiry,he had no patience wiih
tiileness;wiih his gentlemanly culture,he round no delight in
frivolity,wrih hils scholarly attainments,he found no pleas-
ure 1n mere musecular or physical development. He sought his
pleasures in literature and seience,and in keeping himseli
irformed in the worlds work,and his aequisition of knowledge
outside oif his protession,was full and sinpularly accurate.
His reading was extensive and methodical,and on any occasion,

y
and on all subjects he was ready to converse or write,with

great intelligence,and 1n a manner that afforded instruetion.

tle was thoroughly ainformed in all matters of loecal and fami-

ly history of the region,and could give with accuracy fron
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tmemory the dates of setilement,and of other eventis. He was

often called upon to write historical and obhituary notices,
from the fact that he was better informed,and had a better

memory of events than the families of the nersons whom they
concerned,

His qualificatirons and willingness to work attracted
clients,and h2 was never without abundance o do,during his
vwhole busy 1ife. He could not dispatech work with the eass
and facilily of reasy£s@m many, from his extreme thoroughness
and care, Whaiever he undertook he dad wiith his whole might,
and matters that seemeld plain and beyond doubt he verified
with cautlon, and never uttererd an opilnion,nor adopted a line
of actlon 1o be pursued,until every steo had bheen scrutinti-
ed and his footling established. llis opinlons werc sought not
alone by clients but hy his brethren of the bar,to Whem he
freely accordsd any assistance. His conduci was on all oc-
casilons pentlemanly and’ polite,not yielding his convietions
urtil he was convinced of error,then ready to renounce it,
firm 1n maintaining his dipgnity,not bhending to or resorting
to any questionable or doubtful acty,or utierance,scrupulous
of h1s honor,and ready to maintain the right at all times, at
eny cost of ease to himself. No one accuse'dl him of wrong,or
0of him thought evil. There was no occasion.

It was not long before his attainments became known to
his agsociaies, and his adviee and counsel were sought,and he
wag without effort or solicitation on his part,placed in po-

sitions of honor and trust. In 1828,he was elected to the

Legislature,and again in 1829. In 18%2,he was elecied a
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Represeﬁié;1§e 1n Cong}ess;and-déain in 183%4. After the ad-
option of the new constitution,he was elected Distriect At-
torney in 1847,and County Judge. He was also elected Special
County Judge in L1372, hut bhecause oif the changs in the Constl
-tution providing that a judicial office cannot be held 1h
this Staie, by a person upwards of seventiy years of age,he
14 not accept the office. For a number of years he also
held by appointment, the office of Commissioner of the Circuit
Court of the United btates,for the Northern Distirici of New
York,

Publie 1ife had for him no attractions amnd he never
soupght after 1t. He was content to fill his measure of use-
fulness to his fellows,1in hils chosen profession. Although
associated wrth Silas Wright,Millard Fillmore, Francis Gran-
ger, Solomon G.Havens, and William H.Seward in the affairs of
the Statej;and with John Quiney Adams,Daniel Webster,Henry
Clay and many others of the leaders in national matiers,he

preferred the retirement and dabor of the hary,and the pleas-

Ures 0 Nls. home tu advancement 1L natters oi state. Not
that he was without a proper degree of amhition, or shrank
from the discharge o7 the duties,which his associates and
friends would gladly have given him to do,in the shaping of
the events that developed our state and national character,
and 1mportance,bhut these in his modesty and simple tastes
ani habits,he surrendered to others,and pursued more conge-
nial paths.,

His successes were at the bar. There he found a field

wide enough,and difficult enough, to fill his greatest ambi-
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-tion and to require his closest atiention. Nf 11 he never
waarield, and gave Lo 1t an unfilagging devotilon until the

very evening of life. He came of stock noted for vigor and
tongevity, and his simple habits assisted zn his attaining to
a greater number of years than is usual. 0f grezat physical
forece as well as mental he retailned, by a judicious use of
his powers,and regularity in all his habits,great vigor, €s-
pecielly of intellect to the very last, Although suifering
1 the later years of his life from an infiirmity thal would
nave (diseouraged mosi men,his mental force was not abated.
He continued his professional work until his last i1llness,
which was of hut one weeks duration,and even during that,at
his home, directed the method of the labor in progress at his
office.

It was related of him by one of his associates® At a
mzeting of the har held after his decease, "It 1s bui & short
Mr.Chairman, that we neard an argument, from the Hon.Abrer
Hazeltine involving, one of the micest and most intricate
questions of law,when from his physical appearance, from his
great age, and apparent weakness, i1 was hardly to be supposed
that we were to have an elucidation from him, such as we woud
would have qxpected years before. When he took tne floor, 1t
1s true we witnessed some degree of physical weakness, hut
there was yet that strengih of mental power in that argument,
that I do not think I ever heard Judge Hazeltine himself ex-
cel. And only wlthin a year a portion of that case having
heen referred to me, there came up a question of the construe-
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% Hon.Lorenuu Morris,at Chauteuque bar weeiing.
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-t1on to be given to an instrument in wEIt;ng} Judge Hazel-
tine came to the office for the argument,it is true in a car
-riage,which denoted his fébleness physically, but there a=é.
gain, in the argument of that question,I felt an utter aston-
1shment at the c¢lear and lucid exposition made by him on
that occasion,sitling in his chair too feeble to keep the
floor.’

He had the unlimited confidence of his associates and
the community,and another ¥ of his associates said of him,at
a bar meeting, *Paramount to all professional duties,he rec-
ornized allzgidnece to the moral lawg.His word was better
than his ‘kond,as his store of moral virtues exceeded his ac-
quisition of ‘atiachahbte goods. Throughout his long life thees
blenderd in bheauttful hapmony, the lawyer and the honest man,
---the barrister and cehristian. The confirdence of the early
setilers of this County in his integrity,was never equaled
by ithat extendesd 1o any of his associates or successors.’

Any skeieh of Abner Hazeltine would be 1mperfect that
d1dd not make nention of "1 ehieigtaouylide syt el reeter, for
these were so marked as to mould and influsnce the whole nan.
He was the son of godly parents,his mother was especially a
woman of sirong christian characiesryso that he grew up under
vital religious influences. Tn his early youth he avowed
his faith in Christ as his Savior,and gave his adherence to
Him as a followevr. His whole after life was a carrying out

of that arlherence. His confession of Christ was no formal

outward thing.Bs had its roots in the depths of his heart,
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that felt the power of divine things,and was thoroughly con-

secratzd to his Lord. Oat of the depths of such a heart, de-
votzadly loyal to the Mastar he had chosen,and to the truth

of his word whieh he fully acespied,grew his life, the life

0of one whn was hafore all things else a foltowsr and servant
of Thrist. flence 1n his life h=2 emborlied ever the practice
of those things which he most surely believed. He was not
of a fervid spirii,nor effusive in his religilous feelings,he
was not wanting in words when 1t was neediul and wise to
speak, hut he did,more than he said,and was knowh by all as a

diseiple stsadfast anel fartyful in all his christiian convie-

t1onssand prineiples.  When a youny man e Camg west, one of

the ploneers of a4 new cour try,he came as a christian man al

as a ploneer-of 1ts christian and chureh history. He was
one of the nine who organized the first church of Chrast
formed 1n Jamestown,end was at the outset one of the forzs-
most 1n fulfilling 1ts duiles in standing by and promoting
115 1nterests. So he continrued through all his life,a pil-
tar 1n that Congregational Churchy 2ealous for tts welfare,
strongly attachzd to 1t,first of all as a church of Christ,
1n fellowship wath all cehristians,and then 1o that special
chureh as accepting and holding the doctrines of truth and |

methods of organization which s=emed to him most seriptural

ani effective. He gave not only of his sympathies to the
chureh but also freely of his means,and though never able to .
bsstow large sums his henevolence was a steady stream of i
f1ifis, large according 1o hils ability, to the varied service [
of the Kingdom of Christ.

to

In the chureh and 11s work he had rare wisdom counsel
Fa
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and guide, and at the sams t1mé & breallh and largendss of
spirtt that made hun a hearty worker with fellow-menmhers,
willing to conciliate and ready to adopt the suggestions and
nlans of others. He always honored and upheld his pastor,
and acceptsd the deeisions of the majority.

Such werhis practiical wisdoq@nd his clear undsrstand-
1ng of the principles and history awdl methods of his own
christian denomination that his counsel and help wers much
sonpht 1n ecclesiastical mattars and J1ffieculiies in neigh-
horing Congregational Churches,and in fact tnroughout west-
ern New York,and his influence was felt over a wide region
in which he was ahle often to render most eificient enris-
tian service.

It could nov he otherwise than that lhe home life of
such a man was preclious in 1ts influence. His family was
his comfort and joy. 1> children grew up to alult 11fe un-
Adar most kirelly and faithful training,and they loved and
honored their father. e vl1d not care to provide their home
with luxurious {urnishings antoadlornnments,but chose rathsr
to open to them the best advantages of education,and of in-
tellectual and christian iraining,and to kindle in them his
ownr elevatad tastes. His was a most'hospitable house,not
only to & wide circle of kindred and friends,but also 1its
doors wera ever open to welcome as puéests meny sirangers,
such as minist=rs and other christian workers. In those ear
-ly days there was need for much of such hospitality,and few

were so cordial as he in offering 1t, or able to make 1t so

‘lelightful in the sympathies and kindly interest whieh he




extended to all. His social converse with his guestis was an

elevating influence 1in his home, for he knew how to draw out
abundani anecdote and information from others,as well as to{
pour out freely from his own stores that were never exhaust-
ed. His was preeminently a christian home, and his ehildren
and the other lnmates ever had before them a living example

of high integrity, of large~hearted kindliness,and of unswerv

A frotsch

-ing christian devotion.
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