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THIS I8 e TOU N OF PN,

You and I are most fortunsite todey to (ind curselves in this
quiet peace™ul viilaze in this lovae.y ruprsl toevnsibilp. ilow, when the
pece of 1ife rukes nerv:us tenslons mount, mony arre coml:y to long

;
for the rest for tired norves vhich such & place ¢f'fers,

If 1 vere to chouse for my story teoday, o oin'le werd, 1t
weuld bo the word "HouoMa” for this 13 the Touwn “here I -ns lLorn,
I um very orvoud of this mort of the countyy, 1 meke ne elnim that its
stery is urusuel, ¢r cther thsn & slmpie tale, but peprhsprs it is uell
for ug that net ull thut oo hopsy is &8 nerve-tightenin wnd as sculp
lif'ting »#s a story oy Leslie rord or by hrioe Stunley Gordner, cr os
exeiting ac & T. V. progrom of "Dragnet™ or of "iloeck ustars',

HIS¥PULY ahould bo rocsordod by scimeons wiic cun urite with
asgurance ol the people of Lis own —enerstion, cr st lsaat of the lsast
nracading seneration, Heyond that comes pueh thst is lsoking in age
cursey, The lete nréthur i3, Cttawny in the latter cuys of his life,
often expressed the rogret U:nt in cuch cerrunity, und oorticularly in
his homs torm of Mina, there 4i1d not urise in the days st before the
Spanish smorlcen 'ar ocmevue wlith the knack for obsorving ol recoral-g
events vhiech had trunspired during the lifetime of livings resldonts,
bafore it vas too late to catel these fuseinnting throuds of locel
istory,

Today 1 have turned to such resollecticn of living raesidents us
ig availuolio and iave wdded rueh tradition mnd legend as «uld ve [cund,
My spoicgives te those authwrs .o huve preceded me, in tulting ruthiesse
ly frowm thelr nenuscripts .1t 1ittie or no use of cuctution moprks, is
overy former resident roturning %o the scenes of nls youth is bound to
reminlsce, 8¢ scmeti:ing or this pasper is glosned fran the 'ireside u:las

of my boghwed and tho st.rles ¢ the early sottlers whieh 'zve been



haended down from generstion to generation,

Most of us make vory gzenercl use of a read-map and so geography
has come to have pecullsr significance, All of you nre doubtless eware
that from the Delaware River iest the Scuthorn Boundary of the State of
Hew York 1s the 42nd psrallel. Some of you may nct recell hou the
testern bhoundary of the Stote was established, It Tellows en ilmszinary
line thich starts at the City of [lamilton et the west ond of Lake
Ontaric, and then procesds due south acrees iLake krie until it reaches
this I12nd parallel, Lock at a map == not a road-msp -= but one which
shows the town and county lines and you will note that in the acuthueat
ocorner of the State,the surveyors erected four symetrical townships,
There were French Creek and Clymer along the scuthern boundary of the
State s=nd Mina and Sherman céirectly north of them, Each of these town-
ships 15 exmactly six miles square, The three townships iIn the extrems
weat end of the State are French Creek, Mina and Ripley,.

Pecets have long listened to the storles told by the lapving of
the wavez cn the shore, and tho whigpering of the wind in the trees,
Let'ese sece what we coan make of the vhispers of the past, the legenda of
the community and the traditions of thls leovely township,

M;y ve now turn back to ths beginnings of the civilization that
once heid sway over this territory. 1In the beginning of reccrded
history ol western lew York, this wes tie land of the Lhrie Indians, or
the Erdez ( L K I L 2 ) as 1t is often written by the French Misslone
aries "Father lLennepin'and"fauher lLeMoyne," The great area from well
to the east of Chautsuqua Lake and the Chadakoln River to beyond the
Cuyshoga River at Cleveland ,and scuth to the Allegany River and the
Ohic was the lsnd of this Indlan tribe, ssid t¢ have been once a part

of the Angonquin Tribe and a peaceful people, They were known as the
"Nation of the Cat'because of their eap or head gear fashioned from the



skins of the locel variety of lynx or bobe=cut snd zlwuys made with
the tail dangling down the back. In the writings of the French
Josuit ruthers end Missionuries are fourd occasilonal rofervnces to
this tribe for apparently missicnuries visited them in 1626 and argein
in 1640 and 1641, From these "Hills of Home" the siunsl fires of
these uriez blazed thelr warnings iIn the heavy forssts of pine and
hemlock, In fact it 1a now generally believed that the few areas of
hardvood which the first settlers found here were only the new growth
of fimber on those fields cleared by the Erieg for their corn and for
their village sites, It 1s well known that vhere "ever-green' forests
ere cleared, the harduwocd is ept to sprout up. At all events the
Indian occupation ended with the conquest of the Eriez by the Senecss
in 1656. Somehow the iriez incurred the enmity of the Iroquols, The
Iromiols later reported that 1t was bhecouse of the cruelty invlicted
by the Lkrieg on the hunters from the tribes of Central Hew York when
they vere caught in this uwestern area, But the historian Artiur C,
Parker suys the emmity of the Iroquols was aroused by the refusal of"
the Lries to join in the Irocuols iFederation whieh was intent on con-
quest, A great expeditlon agalinst the Lrlez was organized and many
skirmishes and battles resulted, One battle 18 supposed to have been
waged in what is now the town o{ Ripley. %ho knows, perhaps a sattle
brought about the evacuation of a villasze on the west shore of the pond
which was later Findley Lake,

Gradually the :kriez were drlven back by the lieroe Senecss and
thelr confederates, At last the kriez made one final stund and the
groat battle was fought, In this the Senecas were victorious, The
slaughter of the Eries was sc toerrible as to wipe out tha nation.
-Father LeMoﬁna vho later visited the Onondagas learned from them of

what had cccurred, 'l'he victors elalmed tnat on the night after the



L
battle & thousand fires burned in the land of the Nation of the Cat,
and et every one of them an krie was belng burned at the stake, No
one can now tell uhere that baittle of extermination cecurred, Dr,
frpthur C, Parker thought it might have been s nsar as Ripley, Others
thought it was nearer Clevelam,

On; of these who has made the last days of the Eriez the basis
for fascinnting fiction is Jamea A. Braden of Cleveland, Some of you
Wwill find a further item cf local interest in the fact that Mrs, Warren
’aokard 1s the daughter of Mr, Braden, WVarren Packard was the son of
William D, Packard cf sutomoblle fame, who bullt & baronial home just
north of the grounds of the Chautauqua Instituiion,

After this great battle, the few remsining kries pronocunced a
curse on thelr conquerors and upon the land taken from them, and moved
west snd north to find refuge with the Hurons and with Sae and Pox
Indians, DBecause of the curae placed upon the Iroquois and upon the
land when the pitiful remmants of the Erie Nation uithdrew, no Iroquois
would live thereafter in this ares, and the only Indlens who cems here
were uandering tribes of hunters, either hunters of game, or hunters of
scalps, But vhat cof the conauerors? You and I know that of that proud
Seneca Ndtion only a.tiny remnant remains in the Cattaraugus Reservgt:‘nona.

¥ith the passing of the Erles, there remained seross this are
those ancient tralls, some older then the Indiesns, the haeritepe of the
Aboriginees, There were the ocust nnd west trails elong tho Groeat Lakea
vhere even nov from time to time on the benches of sand left by the
retreat of the waters of Lake Lrie, may be feund indicetions of the
passagewsy by whileh those who preceded the Indlens made their way
eeross this continent, But there were alaso other trails, liks the
Portage Trall glving a passage toward the Misslssippl, the Ridge Trail

connesting various north and south waterways, the French Creek Trail



making it possible to come up the French Cresek by cance as far as
it was navigable snd then proceed overland toward the east snd north,
On these tralls the Lries mado their last retreat, . Over them
thelr conguercrs and the early hunters and settlers waiked,
ixcept as these varicus trails were used and the varlous ex-
peditions made their way acrvas thls tounship, we know of no white
mon living here until in the 1800's, In 1806 Oliver Pier, the great
hunter, explored thls area, He found evidence of human occupation,
probably Indian on_the western side of the pond vwhich later became &«
part of I M"There was a cleared area of 100 acres eoxtent,
On the edge of the pond was a dugout canoce, snd to the east of ths
pond were the remalns of a hut bullt by a French Canadlan voyageur who
came for furs for the Hudson 3ey Company,
Oliver Pler lived not fer frem the shore of Chautauqua Lake and
must for = long time have been the only white inhabltant in a huge areas,
A favorite rirescide legend of this aresa reslates to s suprosed
visit by George ieshiniton, In December, 1753, he came with dispatches
from Willlamsburg, Virginia, to the French Commandant at Fort LeBoeuf
located here Waterford, Pennsylvania, now stands, These were the daye
of the rising diiferences w:ich eculminated in the rrench and Indian uar,
‘It has been sald that liashington at that time planned to contimue
to Fort Niagara; that he followed the north fork of }Mroneh Creek and then
the old trall to Mayville at the head of Chautauous Leke,
This legend has never been fully corroborated but may well be an
sgeurate statement of what occﬁrred. Gf course it meant that he cume
to what 1s now Findley Lake, and that he crossed the Township of Mins,
Carlton Robertson in his "inocidents of the History of the Toun
oi Mina" tella an interesting version of this trip, It is that after

linshington had proceeded eastvard as fur as the head of Chautauque Lake,



the stormy weether convinced him that it was foolhordy to continue,
vith o single companion he turned back, and approaching ni ht found him
at a smzll lake in whiclh: there was a heavily wooded 1slund, ®ith his
companion nhe suceeeded in forming a crude raft, and on this reached the
islend where he stayed in the heavy underbrush through a three-day
storm, A8 the weather had turned cold, he wan then able to walk aghore
on the lce, The pond or lake where he stayed, if this version 1s
acourate, must have bsen I'indley Lake, and the island the big 1eland,
these being the only lake and 1sland anyvhere near,

Authentlented or not, the legend of & visit of Georpe ‘ashinton
to the Town of Mina perslistas,

Another lnteresting legend or fireside story of a trip across

the Town of Mina 1s that of a vislt by Aaron Burr, The story 1s that
Burr came west from lew York on horseback, through Onondage and on to
Buffalo, along the lake and across the Portage Trail from Barcelona to
Mayville, over the westward trall to French Creek and along that oreek
through Mina, sll on his way to Blennerhasset Islend which is in the
Chio River & few miles bolow Parkersburg,

Rhoda Amidon Russell, wife of Thomas Russell and an ancestor of
-kverett Neckers, Clerk of tne board of Supervisors, end of ﬁmo§7bhite,
told this story to a wide-eyed group of chlldren and grendchildren. Mrs,
Russell wes & distant relative of Aaron Burr and remembeyad how e visited
thelr home and atayed at lenst one. night there,

This tredition has been of't repeated and is long astablished in
her family which settled in the French Creek Valley in March, 1822, before
the division of this 4 squere miles into four townships, and when it
wvas all known as the Town of Clymer,

The difficulty with the story is that Burr was saeld to be on his
way to the Ohioc Valley, Now, the Burr - Blennerhasset episode was in



1805 to 1807, uhich was somefime before Rhoda Russell came to Chautaucua
County. At thav time she lived in the County of Unondaga, und if the
visit was made in 1806, it must have been to her home thers,

However, Aaron Burr, efter his trial and scquittal, was in Europe
until 1812, You will recall that it was on the ocecasion of his expected
retura from Europe that hls daughter, the very lovely Theodosia Burr
Alston, uiée of the Governcr of South Carolina, sailsd from Charleston
in the ship.,. "Patriot", to be in lew York to mset her father, The ship,
"Patriot”, was lost, cnd 1ts fete has never been learned, though it waos
supposed to lave besen destroyed by plrates,

It is entirely possible that Burr, vho lived until 1836, made
another trip down French Creek and the Allegany and Chio Rivers, and
that suaen a trip,mads subsoquent to thne Uime the Russells came to the
Town of ¥ina ,was the basls for thls legend,

Anyway there seems no rseson to doubt that on one of his trips,
the route of Aaron burr was ulong French Creek and across part of vhat

is now the Town of Mina,



The courtry was full of gams but altor tho settlers ceme it
disappsared rather rapldly. The trappers in a few years decimated the
beaver, There were soon few deer loft, In fact during uy boyhood we
never sav deer. Partly because of protective game laws the deer have
come back., Opossum have alsc rebturned, You now see them frequently
at nizht along the culet higiways. Wolves have, as z2lways, fleed Trom
the advanee of civilization, They were the scourge of the early
sotbtlers pertlerlurly those wlith sheep and for yzars there wus a
bounty upon each wolf head. Squlrrels, rabblts, fox, partridge have
remalned acd in recent tlmee pheasant have been well established by

the muntlng elubs,
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Llexander Findley was born in Ireland; emigrated to New Englsndj
and wat swept weatward to Greenfleld, Pennsylvania, by the movement
vhlech carried so many from tie Lastern Seaboard to western Hew York and
Pennaylvanlsa and beyond, Soon he was prospecting for o place to locate
a mill, lie followed the north vranch of French Creek into the State of
New York, and here found'two small lokes or ponds connected by s sizeable
streaem and each with a amull islemd in 1t, He decided 1t was a sood mill
site, Not only could the water power be used for & saw mill which would
be nesded as soon a8 settlers began to bulld, but it could also be used
for a crist mill to grind grain, always an important item in plonesr
life, S0 he bought the lsnd in 1811 from tho Holland Land Company the
firat purchase in ihe township, Alexander Findley and his son »illioem
served in the war of 1812 snd it was not until 1816 that he completed
the dam 2nd the saw mill, Frem then on he made his permeanont home here
80 was setually the first settler. Soon theresfter he adcded the grist
mill tc grind grain, and in 1827 he erected g carding mill which was
most important in the days when pioneers must caprd, spin, and weave their
own wool in the tediocus process of making their own cloth, The dam which
he built was some ten feet high and flooded bask the water to form the
lake as 1t is now outlined. Tho dam becams the base for the highuay
orossiﬁg end eventually a purt of Maln Street in this Villsze now known
as i"indley Lake, As the cluster of cabins grew 1t was first known as
Findley's Fond and sometimes as Findley's Mills., It wus not until the

year 183l that the possesslve s was dropped and it became Findley Lake,
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Juat before 1800 the Holland Land Company bought most cf the
westorn end of New York State, establisied boundrry lines,and opened
the area for settlement, The County of Chautanqua {spelled until 1859
Chautaucue) wes crented in 1811, The troubled times during and after
the War of 1812 delayed settlement, Except for those towns which bvorder
on Lake “rle, all of thils county west of Chautauqua Leke wes known 88
the town of Chautauqua until about 1821, 0On Februnry 9, 1821, the 144
sgqurre miles in the southwast corner of the state becams the town of
Clymer, Thre 182l the area vhich 13 now the uns of Mina and Sherman
becoms the town of Mins, with Wathaniel Thorp as tho supervisor, and
In 1832 the town of Sherwmnn was separate from the town of lllna, Since

that tims Minn has been the zsame 316 scuare mlles of area we now know,
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NAME  MIBA

Many have puzzled over the cholce of the name of M I N A, 0f
course the mina was the Greek depomination of money being equal to
100 draclmae worth ebout $16.00, Although the Hollond Land Company price
for the land was about 2 to 3 dollars per aore 1t secmss  highly imprcbebdble
that the officlals of that company chose the unit of currenocy as a town

name,

Franoiseo £, Mina who was born in 1781 was a well known Spanish
Genersl, He served under Wellington 1813 to 181}, Later returning to
Spain he served with distinction untll his death in Barcelons in 1836,

In 1825 the 1life of General Mina wae published in London both in

Spanish end in English, ¥urther his nephew Francisco Z. Mina oeme to

the United States in 1816 and 1led a revelutionary force in Mexico in

a brief war in which he lost his life, It is belleved by some that thias
well known Spanish name of Mina was chosen by the officials of the Holland
Land Company as the name of this subdivision of thelr domain, It is
pointed out that 1t was not unususl to chooss the name of some great
military leader and instances are clted of Ripley named after General
Ripley of military fame in the war of 1812; Sherman from the stateaman,
Roger Sherman, signér of the Deeélaration of Independencej or Clymer after
Ceneral Clynmer, and so on,

My sister thinks that the town name came from the given name of
some beautiful red eheelked ilclland mniden, Perhaps her name was
¥ilhalmina, a common Dutch nsme, Such & method of choosing & name of
a town was not umisual,

Speoculacion might suggest the nick name of some member of the
family of those meking the choles., ¥You will recall the story that

Hayville is named aftor a member of the famlly of Paul bustl, Treceurer
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of the liolland Land Company whose wife was from the May famlly, and whoae
daughter is sald to have been piven the name of May.

Anyway whether nmmed asfter the doughty old General from Spain,
after some meomber of the fromily of nn eminent Hollend Land Company
cffielal, or a beautiful Dutch maiden, there is no doubt about vhat cur
early inglish settlers did wita tho nronhnciation of the name, It was
not the Spanish m e e n e like the nare of thelr scuorita, nor thom 1 n &
whieh is the Duteh nickname for the forasl «ilhelmine, but the :uod old
Bnglish proper nome with the long A at the end M1 n @ . 8o they pro-
nounsed it and Min® it was until recent times, clear down to the school
days in my genoratlon.

I have always been intrigued with this English iong a as the
final letter of a proper nsue, It seems to have been a general characterw
istic of Fnglish usame until as lata as the end of the 1800's, Stephen
Leacoeck, long a professor at Motill University and author of"Surshine
Sketcherd, My Rerurkable incle"and others had & character in some of his
books nemed Ottaway and spelled ¢ t t a w a y,  Boeause of my interest in
geneology I once write him asking if the name had been taken from some
living scouaintence, I recsived a very cordisl answer saying '"no" , that
the name spelled with & '"y" at the end had boen oreated by him from the
name of tﬁa capitol of Cenada Ottewa , uhish was alwuays pronounced Ottaway

by the early knglish settlers according to their establ ished custom,
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FIRST SETTLERS

But lat us ;o0 back to the deys of owr Tirst settlers ---- days
when there wero in the midat of the uwildermness thlrty-six square miles of
heavily timbered laind wnich early letters amxd diaries deseribed as being
"In a State of nature”, N

After Aloxander Findley the next purchsse was by Johnathan Derrow
in 1615. Then came George Haskell in 1816

Aaron i-hitney and Robert Haskell in 1818

George Ccllier and Nathan Leach in 1821

liiel Rowley in 1822,
Practically all of thess bought lend on the western side of the Toun,
All of them had been caught up in the lund hungry moverent of ploneers
from Nev England, Stories of fertile land to be seocured for as little
as $2.00 per ncre created that westuard movement, Such movements have
always been by the adventurous, the enterprising and the umbitious, Not
all the settlers were from the Atlantic Seaboard, Many ocume from anothepr
sourace, Among the seven purchasers of land in Mina in 1823 were James
(tteway and his brother Horatlo, James Ottauway bought 183 aeres on the
east side of the tovnship tc be the eleventh purchaser of land in Mina,
He hed coime from Kent County, kngland and ecrosged tne . tlantic in the slow
salling ship of that day. He pruceeded to Newburg by slopp and there
purchased a tean of horses and drove acreas the State following the route
which was later taken by the Erle Canal, lle looked for suitable land on
the liagara Peninsula and then drove on to westfisld, From Westfioeld he
went to Mayville und then west over the old trail toward Yaterford,
Pennsylvania, I have always becen intrigued by the menner in vhich he made
his choice of lond, He had been a miller in Kent, Lngland and at his mills
at Smarden nand lleadoorn he had heard the farmers say that corn and grain

could aluays be grown vhere~evor nettles were found, 3o it was this
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thistle-like weed that he was looking for, Hettles were found growing
in the eastern part of the Town of Mina sc here he settled, tith his wife
and children he established s log cabin home wlthin six weeks of his
arrival, to become the first gsettler in the eastern part of the Town,
This year 1823 was the year in which Dearing Dorman beceme the first
settler in the Towm orf Sherman. The area re;lly could not have been
considered crouvded with neipghbors five miles apart,

ac joining

The /Tarm asdjeladss-seat-of-Jemen-St4nrmy was purchased by hils
trother lloratic who had been a gardener in Headcorn and whio here ostnblished
a tree muraery. le could, I think, be accuratoly deseribed as the local
"Johnnie Appleseed™ for in o few yoars every settler had an apple orchard
and most of the young trees had ocome from the nursery of Horatlo Ottaway,
Today there anre still rouvses growing, nou wild, where he established his
extensive gardens sc many years apo, James and lioratio ¢tisway were the
fipst of a long line of settlers from Kent, England, most of whcm were
olther relatives or former neirhbora ef-bire-Ghbeaways and whke were inspired
lapgely by the letters sent back from this country,

Like others who sought homes in the new world, these settlers
promptly assumed an active part In the affairs of the commnity., These
first homes were the steopping stones for those who came later, Here they
came direet from the old country staying with those who ¢sme ahead of them
until their own ecabins could be erected on the farms which they bought

from the Belland Land Company, Those who came from En:lend in the 1820's

included:
Edward Chambers 1825
Benjonin Boorwman 1825
Richard Buss 1826

Ora B, Pelton

Edward Huss
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william ﬁalr and George Relf . 1827
Edwerd Barden
Thomas Coveney All nameg long familiar in Mina,

Lator came Hathan Thorp
Isaag Fox
William Tryon
%1lliam Stonehouse
Frank Russell
Jasod Oroutt -
Daniel Fritec
wWilliam Baker
Ichabod Thayer
Among those who cmme from New England or eastern New York were

Aaron Whitney
Ruel Pelton
Poter Montague

James ¥, Roberten

Gideon Barlow

Alexamder D. Holdridge

Randall 7, Holdridge

Aaron Grimes
Of couree 1 have not namod them all but these vere among the first of
the settlers who poured in snd took up the land., 3$So far as I can find
the only French Family among the ocarly settlers was the family of David
DaClow., VWhile thess pioneers still mainteined many ties with family and
frionds in the O0ld Country, they shortly became the patriotic, enthusiastio
supporters of the New Govermment in the New World, They really came to
stay, I think from the start they must sll have been active politiclens.
James Otéaway and his ohildren filed their petition for naturalization
at Mayville om Pebruary 1ll, 1827, and in due timo were made citizens by
the Court of Common Pleae, being among the first Trom Mina to so beeome
citizens of this country,

A Spanish suthor once wrote "Sow yourselves into the furrow of

1ife", It must be that such a view of 1life and 1ts aotivities inspired
an early settlers, Hore they erected thelr homea, cleared their land,

planted thelr erops and then turned to public affairas, Thoy were a soclal
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pecple, They had barn ralsings

cauilting parties

seinging school

writing school

spelling boes

debates

church and neighborhocd soclials

dancoa
I well remember in 1899 that at the golden wedding of my grandparents
there was the dancing of the Virginia Reel by couples no one of whom could
have been less than 75 years old, If this proves anything I suppose 1t 1is
that Arthur Marray (of dance school fame) is right when he insists that
his best puplls ere those of more than threo score yesrs amd ten., 1In the
midst of many ~ardships thie; vere a happy people,

They adapted themselves to the work at hand, HNone of those whe
came direct from the old country knew of corn. Corn in kngland was barley.
then I was a very small boy ] was always fascineted at the tales told by
ny meternal grandmother, Mary Buss Pelton, who in 1826 as a girl of 11
had come aoross the state on the newly opened krie Canal, With other
children she would leave the canal bost and run aiong the tow path,

There she found soms hard kernels where some horses or miles had been
fed end picked them up and took them to the eanal boat captain, Ile ex-
plained th;at they wero indian corn or maiase, She lived tc attend many
a husking bee vhere the finding of & red ear of corn gave the finder the
speclal privilege of a kiss from the girl of his chclce,

But not all the days were good days, The land had been purchased
from the loliand Lend Company usually with ten percent down and the balance
in anmial installments, Taxes had to be met, Hard times came when ready
caaly to meet these paymonts was most diffioult to find, The settlors were
self suffleclent, They raised their own focd, they earded, spun wnd wove

wool for cloth, but ready cash was & problem, There was not market for

grain or live stock, The lumber market was glutted. They were far from
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any oenter of population. The rallroed hed not yet come snd the transg-
portation available gave no outlet for any marketable gcods., But one
source of cash was B L ACK S ALTS , Black salts were made from

the ashes from the trees which had been felled and burned in the cleare
ings, usually the hard wcods like oak, maple and beech, These ashos

vere gathered in boxes and carried to leasches eastablished at some point
convenient to water., The lye obtained from such leaching was hoiled in
tive huge black kettles untll 1t became a seml~sclid which veeause of 1its
color was called "black salts", 4t an "ashery" these were refined by
burning to become a crude potash used by soap and glass manufacturers,
These black salts sold for from $2,50 to $3,00 per hundred pounds, Peter
R, Montague who came from Wyoming County in 182h wrote that from the
clearing of an acre of land he received 10 Mushels of wheat which he
apparently could not sell, and black salts svhiloh he did sell for $21.00,
From such sources as this came the little ready money they had, Black
salts like ordinary sult: , couvld be transported in barrels and such cone-
tainers could be produced by local cocpers, Oxen could taks the barrels
to Barecelona where they could be shipped out by water, *1illiam Colgate,
the first of the ¢reat scep momuracturers started to make sopp on 8 con-
siderable Sonle in 1806 =2t a plant established on the New Jersey side of
the Hudaoh, Most of the potash used in the soap busineas at f'irst came
from Germany, but later there wnas a sturdy demend for the local produst

aB presentod by black salts, ixecept for Colgate and other Atlantle
Seaboard buyers, the bhest murket for black salts was to the asoapmakers

at Montreal, Mrs, Willlam Colpate wus a Booyman and one of the assoclates
in the company was John Boorman, a relative of Menjemin Boormsn of this
loeality, There is a famlly tradition that when Benjormin DBoorman (1792-13856)
came to this country in 1825, he first worked for a few months for Colgate
Soap Company. “hether this family comnection of the Boormans had anything
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to do with the purchase of black zalts in the town of Mina is entirely
& matter for conjecture, lowaver this market which gave a cush return
vasg a lifesaver for the vioneers of the Town of Mine during those early
years,

Ve oan easily relate the settling of the Town of ¥Mina to the
period follovwing the “ar of 1812, or to the perlod following the Aaron
Burr -- Blennerhassett incident Lut another lilstorlal event of more than
paasing loocal Interest is worthy of note, You will recall that DONALD
MACKENZIE (onece known as the King of the Rorthwest) the ocousin of
Alexander Mackenzle, the explorer, uad been the partner of John Jaoobl
dstor in the fur bMusiness,. Saome of you remember :nsshington Irving's
"ratoria®, Later Doneld entered the service of the Hudscn's Bay Company
and finelly became a Governor of that company., Having mude a fortune lie
returned to Mayville in 1832 to live there until his desth in 1851, There
is no doubt that he frequently visited French Creek and Findley Lake during
the elghteon tulirtles,

There is not time for me to refer to the many families vho came
here through the years 1823 on, They were a sturdy substantial and am-
bitious people intent on really establishing homes, I.have of ten been
asked cbout the ocomimg of the licllend Duteh., Of course they settled mainly
in French Creek tovwnship and Clywer, but moany also ¢came into the town of
Mina, #nd anyway they were tne welcome next door neighbors, The coming of
the Dutch was mostly in a laster decade beginning perhaps about 18345, The
Hon, George ', Patterson, first a settler in Ripley, then at Weastfleld
vhen he became the susceseor cof Uillliaom H., Seward, ans the agent of the
liolland Land Company, =mnd finally the Licutenant Governor of the State of
lew York, was the one wio strongly influensed the Dutch settlers to take
up farms in the rich Mrench Creek Valley or tov purchase lund from those
vho had first settled thers, They were a flne addition to a growing Mina,
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This same interest in jlollsnd probably inasplired by the ofllicers of the
Hiolland Land Company is shown further by the faet that most of thie borxds
of the Cross Cut Rallroad running thru Sherman and Clymer were f'ound not
too long a0 to be held by investors living in Holland,

Incidentally those of ycu uwho have a lively interest in William
L. Seward who came to this county in 1838 as an sgent of the Holland Land
Compeny, and later became twice Governor of the State of New York, member
of Congress and {inally Secretary of State under Lincoln, will find a
recent book by Lurl Conrad entitled "!Mr, Seward for the Defense", a thrill-

ing story of almoat the "orime solving" or "who-done-it" character in
vhich Seward played a leading roll,

A few of the Irieh had come in the eurly days. Alexander Findley
was of Irish descent, and so was Robert Corbett, HRobert and Samuel]l Hitch-
cock were likewise Irish, But most of the Irish came at a later day when
the rallroads were being built across Chautauqua County, The town of Mine
aits squerely on the continental divide, From the western side of my
grandfather's farm 2 small stream is a feeder for French Creek, From the
northeastern side of his farm olrhteen mile creek flows to Lake lirie thru
Geges Gull (s most interesting place to vislt by the way), ~ bout where
this creek crosses the 5tato Line west of Ripley Village there is a desp
gorge which the rrllruasd from puffalo west, had to ercss, At flrst & high
wooden tressle sufficed, but shortly 1t was declded to fill this sorge, a
tremedocus task for the days when the work was done with wegons, and horses
or miles, with old fashioned scrapers, and with shovels and many sturdy
backs, This task was done largely by the Irish, Many of these men had
thelr families and took up land in the nearby southern part of Ripley,
This is rizht along the north line of Mina and many actually lived in this
tovn, There were more than a few of them, in fact one rond had such a

continuous land ownership by the Irish that it was knoun as Irish Row,
This apein did not necur until mach of the Town had been settled,
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/ Thie was no back{woods comminity of those of limited outlook,
These people had a date wWith destiny.
Whon the land was settled, the devices of oiviliziation camé at once

into existence,



CHURCH

These were a devout, religious people and Church organizations
sprang up at once, followed by the bullding of Churches as soon as
possible, The Duteh Reform Church first held religiocus services at Mina
Corners in 1826, Rev, Mr, Sradley was in charge and the services were
held in the Benjamin lazen Burn, The church was built in 1856, and until
recently the building was standing just 2 1ittle to the scuth from Mina
Corners, The Congregatlonal Religious Socilety was creasted in Mina by a
constitution dated in September 1827. Tho United Brethern Church was
organized in 1855, and the Church built in 1862, The Methodist Lpiscopal
Church of Mina was formed at an early date, and the present Church et
Mina Corners was deodicated in 1879, Many of the settlors from Kent County,
bnglond, were Baptlists and eventually a Baptist organlzation came into

being., The Church was bullt in 1866,
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SCHOOLS

Schcols of course were & matter of deeap intsreost., The laws of
1121 made possible the bullding of rural public schouls., The {irst
school in Mina towmship was at indley Lake in 1826, «lisha Hocre was
the teacher, Shortly elterwards a school was bullt at Mina Corners,
Thesse log builings were the fore runners of the familiar "Littlo Red
School House", [ understand that several people are now busying them
selves 1ln getting tozether the school history of this tovwnship end
perhaps sorwone will ot a later meeting be prepared t¢ give all ghat
ocan bo learned of the dates of organization and the early school teachsrs

of' the Town of Mina,
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MILITARY TRAINING

For many years after the har of 1812 a minimun of military
training was required of sll young men because it wvas then and still 1s
2 well recognized fact that e standing amay of even a minlwmum size in
1812 would have eaglly seized and held all of Canada maldng probable an
ontirely differant result in that costly war, This military training
wvag not toc sericusly regarded and 1t came to be énmathing of & get-together
for the younger men of the town, lere the Tirst millitary training was held
at the home of 7 Rieckert nesr Mina Corners for Mina Corners was the general

center or township affalrs, John R, Adams was the captsin in charge,
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SITCHES

Ain affectatlion of certain c¢lty dwellors is to polke fun at what
is sometimes called "oracker burrel Philosophy"., But the genersl store
ol the country was of substantiul ilmportance in the lire of the town
particularly when neighoors vere long distances apart, Lere purchases
of needsd supplies were made aind the news of the day discussed., The
meprcant suppilied thwse articles vihileh Jjust ecould not be produced on
the farm, The first such merchant in the town was Horace LErockway vho
opened a store in a log cabin at Findley's Milla in ‘182!4 et a time when
there vere only fifteen settlers in the whole toun, In 1826 a second

store was opened by James ', Rohertson,
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STAGE GUACHES

During the early era stage-gcoach routes had muchh to do with the
creation of hemlets and villages, Likewise with the loecsation of taverns,
post oi'fices, stores,churches and blacksmith shops, An early stage
rcute ran from Westfield to Mayville, Maeyville to Minu, Mina thru
Jurkeyville to Corry, Pennsylvania,

The first hotsl in this tounship was bullt in 1827 at Mina
Corners, It was known as the "Barna Inn" and sometimes as the "Mina
Tavern" and was kept by Cullen Barmes, The firat tavern at Findley
Lake was run by Lyslas Tuclker and was ereocted in 1853, The Durkeyville
Tavern in nearby French Creek at a place later lnown as Marvin's Post
Office took its name {rom 1ts first imn keeper, Orlandc Durkee, For
years it was & populer stopping plece for drovers and teamsters and
often an over night stop for the stage eocach in the days when Berns:
Taver, Buttons Inn, Chicken Tavern, and Kimball Stand were important

hostelries,
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HIGLUAYS
The first public road was bullt in 1625 though a road from

Pennsylvania t¢ the head of Chautauqua Lake was officlally lald out much
earlier, For many years the roads were maintained by the people vho .
lived along them, There was a road commissioner end in eaech distriot

a path master, You could pay your road tax in monsy, otherwise the path
master ordered you ouf for work on the road on certaln days which he had
set, and credit was given ut fixed allowances for days worked, wagons
supplied, and teams of horses furnisisd, You literally worked cut your

road tax,
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RAILROADS

Liks the routes of the stage coach lines, the locatlon of rail-
rosds hes always strongly uffected nearby sreas, I{ was & great dla-
appocintinent to residents of ¥inn when the "Crogs-cut" railroad swung
south from Sherman and did not proceed west to !Mina (ornors on the way
to Corry. The Luffalo and “estern rallroad was bullt to .estfleld in
128) and soun extended to Ripley., The "Cross-cut" rallrcad was buillt
thru Sherman and (lymer in 1967, In the time between there had been
high hopes that the bErle would nroceed from Jamestown to the Clty of irie
thru Sherman, In faet on the east side of the Town of Minn, in the Puasg
School District, a considerable amount of gpading was done for this raile
road at a point known locally as Mt, bphreim, However the plan was
abandoned, the road was not completed, ard the hope failled,

These nearby raillroads at Westfleld and Sherman, actuclly only
an hourts drive from most of Minn, broke douwn the 1isolation of this [erming

cormunity and had a most important effect oh the manner of life lore,
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PGST OFFICES

The first poect office in the county was opened et Yestfield in
1806 w!tr Janes MelMahan as nostmnster, The Fost of74ce at Mryvillce was
oponed in July 1812 with Casper [inuse ns postmester, In iFindley lake =
Pogt Gffice wam opened in 182l but & 1ittle later was closed for lack of
patronage, 1ho Post Office for the tounship was locsted at Mina Corners,
The oxact date for the oponing of -this Post Office 13 not et hend but it
mast have been about 1825 or 26, HNathanial ‘Thorp was the first pcst muster
and hrouwr-ht the mall on hils back onece a waek frowm Msyvilie, Succeeding
post masters were Potter Sullivan and H, J, Spalding. In 1828 s contract
vas mads by whieh the mall was brought from Westfleld once a weok, -As soon
as stage coach lines were established they took contracts to carry the msll,
‘The early route ran from Mayville to Ming end on thm Durkesville to
Uattsburg. These stage coach llnes were eventually driven cut of business
by the rallroads snd then moil came thru Sherman and lorth ktast. For years
a looal staze took the muil to Sherman on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and
ond to North Last on Tuocaday, Thursday and Saturday, Near the ond of the
century the R F D was established,

So the mall was carried in by men on foot, by horsebaclk, Uy
buckboard,, by stage cogch, by railroasd and stage, and {inally by rural
delivery. The postal records disclose that beosides Findley Lake amd Mina
corners there were at least two other Post (ffices in the town of liina.

One was at"Iriends" so cwlled in the west ¥ina area, It wns established in
1851 and continued until 1859, Nehimiah L. Finn, Cather of the lage Dr,
Jay Fimm was the postmaster, This locatlon is on the farm later owned by
the Jude famlly and long the home of George Jude, our guest today, The
other Post (fflce was at Marks, familiarly knovun as Marks Corners, This
uss ostablished in 1892 and contimed until 1902, HMartin larshall was the

firat postmaster,



BLACKSMITHS
In early country life the uork of the blackemith was most

fmportant, There were horses to shoe, rmachinery to fashion and repalr,
wagon tires to set and a thousend and one tasks involving iron to be
dons, In the early 1820's Robert A, Corbett set up the first blacksmith
shops Other early smithies were Charles Irish, Apish Barnes, ‘ndrew
Bliss, Chauncey Skellie, and the one who still continmusd st Mina in the
1890's was George Lake,
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BANK

In the years following the “ar of 1812 private brokling erlsted

and many 1ndiv§dunls and pasrtnorships engaged in tihls busimsss, BSuch
private banks preceded the Stete Bonk of Brocton

the 3tate Bank of Mayville

the State Bank of Ripley

the Cherry Creek National Benk,
Al though these private ventures were sometimes referred to ug miid-cat
banks and moro stringent banking rejulations later gave greater protection
to thwe customers, there 13 no doubt that the private bankers met s growing
need among the early usettlers, Such a bank comducted by private bankers
exlsted at Mina Corners in the i430's, A little later sucrh private banks
wvere 1n business at Clymer, Sherman end kllery, The cld atlas publighad
in 1871 speaks of this vne in HMina as a "National Bank", This 1s doubte
less a misnomer though 1t probably did bueiness within the secope of the
National Banking Law of that dav, At Mina Corners this bank was loeated
on the south side of thoe I'indley Loke road in the third bullding west from

the correr,



HDW FALR

Cnce lMina had its own falp altho the records do not show how
many years it oxisted, It followed the fashion of country falrs in
England where liveatoeck was shown, produce and homemaklirg exhlbite dise
playod, and horse raocing held. The half mlle track was Just east from
the Stonehouse home a querter mile from Mina Cormers, The track could
ousily be located in the flelds when I was e srall boy,
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WpuiSPAPILR
v

Vor many years a veekly newuspaper "Ths Findley lLoke Lrecze" was

miblished by Jobic Hoormun,

TiulE PHO NI
The telephone came Just bofore the turn of the century. The
Sherman Telephone Company, now & part of Sam Wixon's Chautaurus and Lrle
velephone Corporation, wes organized in 1898, A little izter it extended
its lines to i'Indley Lake and not long aftervards took over varicus

cooperative talephone companies which for a very short time and in very

limited areas had opernted as purely local co-cperative concerns,
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HCRTCN

In telling the story of Mina there 1s one name we mast not

cverlook and that 1a the name nt HDrna P, Horton, the 1llustrious frether
¢l our socrstary, Mrs. Laurs Ven Sickle, Dana Phelps Horton was born
in the toun of Gerry, On his return ss a Captain from the Civil YWar he was
encouraged by his friend, dr, Sabin (who was physician, srocer and post
magter) to come to Froeneh Creek und enter politics, This <o did becoming

corvisor of thet town for 1066 and 1867, Later he moved to Mirmeund
married Clarlssa Montegue, the dauzhter of Peter Fontegue, His wife dled
shortly after the birth cof thelr child, Clarn, now Mrs, Foster Davis of
Corry, Pennsylvania, and some yesars later he marrled Lliza Baker, :To them
was born cne child « Laura Hopton Van S1eckle, During his lifetims {(he diled
in 1897) he served his constituents in many publles offices, He was super-
visor from Mina ten times, Mambsr of Aassembly for four years and later
Clerk of the llouse of Representatives at Yashington, D, €., lis farm home,
one of the fimest in the County, was richt at Mina Corrers omnosite the

Church, During the later years of hils 1life he resided at Findley Lake.
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CEMCTEHY
“ihw historian and the gonenlogist aluays turns to cemotoery
racords for the conflrmntion of detalls of dete and neme, Just a3 sn
eariler pensration turned to Church reoords and the Miamlly Civle, Tae
caweteriss cf Xent, Enrland st LUlcomb
Smarden
‘loudoorn and
Haldstons
are ™ull of markers with fanmily names well known in the Toun of ilna,
deforo 18l a burying zrund was started on what was lator tho Heary
Ottauny farm in the sast part of tho township and tw or thres and
poselibly mors graves wero leoosted Liore, but the site was diseontimed
bscause it waa voo far fram tho center of the toun, “he site %ﬁuthe
in 1
Mina Cerctery & helf milo east of itlna (orners was tken chosen{ ‘The
Aina Cemetory Assceintion wus crganized ond held 1tz fipst mesting
on Mareh My, 1844, Its first trastses werer Isaac Relf
David veClow
James Cttaway
Syyester Curtis
8¢moon Park

Gideon Rarlcw and
Lrastus kol logg,

The cometery vwas incorjorated in 1875,

An interestling custon undoubtedly brought from knglnnd 1s fourd
in the fac; that the gfuntor of the land for this cemnstery site reserved
to nimself and his helrs the perpetual right to pesturo sheep on thie
burying ground, The chairman of thess fiprst ¢rustees was Iszac Relf,
ancestor of Crvie Relf and those leater members of that femily who so dis=
tinguished themsevles in the ilictel business, Some of you will recall
that tho great hotel at “olt Lake Clty, tho "lHetel Utah', was for years

in sihiarge of the sfelf family, Relf Grissoy of Jamestown 13 o descendant,
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iy A650 ar 1855 the periud of sottlemont was over, Hesot of the
land had they been tésen up and the pioneer ere was at an end,
/To the call far ren in the 10608 Mina responded nobly. During my youth
Memoriel Day was always charactorised by a parads lead for many, many yoars
by thet staluart old soldier, O. F, Gifford, always mounted on & thite horse

An epoch has paseed. I was remindsd of it this year in carly
myst at fuluth den I sav the proparstions for the Militery Funerdal of
Albert ‘‘colson who had died at tho age of 109, the laest monmber of the Grand

Army of the Republie,

PUBLIC MOVEMMETH
Thru the years this townghip was stirred as was tho vhole of the

State by great mationsl ovents in publiec life and in religicus ami moral
foilds, Lafayetto care thru the county in 1825, but esffésld, over
the tralls of that dsy, was a little too far ewny foxr mmny to consider

attonding the festivities,

The Morman movement in the 1840s passed with little offect though
in 18Lly Jumes Jesse Strang, vho had preoticed law in noarby Mayville end
had theye published & county newspaper, followed the westward migyetion
of the Morusens to become tho leeder of their colony on Beaver Island in
Lake lilchigan, and to be thore know: &8s "King Strang", the only resident
white king ever to rule within the terpitorial limits of the United Stetes,

Ths Harpls ocmminity was formed &t Broo ton (1366)

Spiritusl Springs or Harmonla oame into being in Kim tona (1253)

The Spirituslists organiged at Lillydale (1877)

And Chautaiqua (natitution waa ereatoed,

The Carmeps were groatly Llnterested in tho"Grange, the great

farmerts fraternity,
The ocounty waus clode o the maovemant that erented the " 0 P 1T,
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This town, then, was roady for ite own brund of Chautauqua.
Lalspido sssembly, & movement of vhich every true son of idna is proud,
was organized in 1895 md continmued until) 191, The primo movers in
this snterprise wers Rov, ¥, ¢, Lanzgdon and Dr, Fred Lilley, Thay
vare promptly Joined by John 1l and many othars,

Their organization vas patterned after Cha tauqua Instltution,

A large woodsd area was purchaged on the west 8ide of the Lake, It
included a oleared ares laprge enough far e baseball diemond, There was
eroctod ot once a aigeable opon, thouzh coverod, aupithoater., lHere a
relisious, instruetive, and emtortaining program was conducted deily
thra July and fugust ¢f cach yosy, Music was enmhéiaed and something
done W th conducting e music school, Dre, Byron ', Fing cax from Plitshurgh
axd brought a school for slecution and for dramatlcs, lMany of us gaw oup
irst Shakespearia:: plays on this stage, There vore baseball gumes at
leaat once a week, and theoy wero oA ten close eontests, veater sports were
organized, serenading at night fron the wator of those cottages d4d ong tiw
lako shore was enccmrgged, and & lively summer comrmnity eatablished,

Ita eduestional @i 4 cultural vd ue wvag tyomendous, Bt transportation
facllitles haaperad 1t, and no cnse wlll ever clainm that it was a finsnoial
Tuocoesa, It dld bring thousands of psuple tc the lake, and gave a plimpse
of rmnlo snd drama, to those who with horage drpawn trangportation, lived

thin driving distame, Eventuslly Lakestde passed, tubt Mina wag the
better for it's having oxisted here, '



WIAT OF Tk FUTURE?Y

Before the Hall of Archives at the Nationts Capitol is carved

"The Past 1s Prologue®

History is ths long view, In it nothing is final, Every ending is
but ths neow baginning., Every "Mission Acoomplished" 1s but the place
for the bhrighter vision of the road ehead,

MY STCRY IS5 71OLD

It 15 a tale of thoge tho caught thoe vision of an opportunitir, who
followsd that vielon thru rugfed hardships to establ&sh for themselves
and for thelr descendents a better way of life, Their broad precticszl
outloock enriched in cur land a publis policy based on fpreedom and Justice
s which is world wide in its breadth, If we in the wide ascope of
present day publio saffairs, can do one-half as woll as did those who
ereated the Town of Mina, all will be woll with our countwy,
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SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS
STATE OF NEW YORK
CHAMBERS OF : JAMESTOWN,NEW YORK

LEE L.OTTAWAY
JUsTICE

October 27, 1956

Miss Marian Baldwin
Chautguqua County Historical Society Museum
Westflield, New York

Dear Miss Baldwin:

I am enclosing a copy of "The Story of Mina" presented ‘at the
meeting of the Chautauqua County Historical Society at Findley
Lake on October 6th. I am also sending a copy of thils paper
to Mrs. Laura Van Sickle, the Secretary.

I am amused at the comment of Ernest Cawcroft who, as you know,
is & literary genius and given to humorous comment. He says in
substance that if this paper has special merit, it lies in the
fact that most of the data given in it 1s referred to as rumor
or tradition, and that very little of it 1s actually stated as
positive circumstance, My only reply to this amusing comment
has been that after all, much of local history has to be written
from such sources,

Yours very truly,

LLO 1o Fairt %

Enc,
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School o T
Pregsentation:  Record Book of Buss/District ‘
) District No, 3 of Mina and Sherman

My sister GRACE OTTAWAY wishes me to present to the
Chautaugua County Histdrical Scoclety, a book which has
come into her powwseslon,and which she rightly thinks
should now be held and preserved by this organizatiken

It 1s the record book of the Mina and Sherman District

oS oy A N o 2

“J
The Town of Mina is the middlé towr in the norfi\a ‘%Q'
south Pennsylvania line, You w1l recall that reading —

from Lake Erie south there are three towns; Ripley, Mins
and French Creek, Perhaps you will not s¢ easily reca11/27
how this west line of New York State was established, <)
It 1s a line drawn due south from the west end of Lzke
Ontario (Not Erie, but Ontariec) which means of course
that 1t runs directly southerly from the city of Hamlilton,
Ontario.
The surveying plan was to lay out townships six miles
square and French Creek and Mina both conform to that plan
as does also the Pown of Sherman which lies directly east

of Mina,

The Buss school district lies lergely in the Town of Mina
though part of it 1s in the Town of Sherman.

This book is the record of the meetings of the people of
that school distklictbeginning with the Special Meeting
held April 27, 1835 when a new school house was about to

be built. There is nothing to indicate whether the
building then constructed was a log school house though
remembering that this township was only settled about tan
years before it 1s highly probably that it wasi

There may have been some relation between the number of
children and the amount of taxes for each year the clerk
carefully recorded the number of children from each family.

The record continues through the meaétings of 18
when the site of the school was changeggand alngg %riigl
school house was built. There seems to have been spirited
bidding on the part of residents for the Job of this
new construction, but finally it was Ist to Caleb Snachel
gig $313. h??eytgoted to buy 5/8 of an acre of land as a

e and while e record dces
land, it does show the btotal coggtaghﬁgﬂg?géC%ﬁ%cgfmgg%t
mean it's was 1.66 since the building was 311,
The old school house was sold for $12,50 & the lot for $8.



It 1s also interesting to note that they decided to have
& new wood stove, and so sold the old stove and pilpe

for $2.88. Each year there was sharply competitive
bidding for the job of supplying the stove wood, and
specifications were definite as to the length of the
wood so supplied, Prices ran from 5 to 7 shillings

per cord,

The record continues through the years when I went to
school there and down to the year 1915 when this
school-house built in August, Z¥ 1861, was abandoned
and the school district became a part of the Sherman
Centrel School District.

This book stands as a lasting record of the purpose of
the early settlers in Chautauqua County to provide as
good an educatieon as possible for their children.

In days when money was scarce they made practical plans
with painstaking care for this most important public

service.

CZVM/TZ/ -ﬁcj/f{a

Lor L 0L cuesy
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