L TTLEMENT OF THT GRIFFITH FAMILY IN ELLERY
(¥WRITTEN BY CATHERINE GRIFFITH CHRUEY)

Jermiah Griffitn was born 1 Norwich, Conn, July 22th 1728,
In early 1li1f2 he ramoved to Rensselaer County, N.Y. Here he marrie
Mary Crapsey. In 1800 tney moved to Madison County, wnse2 they livse
{f1ve y=ars.

In February 1808 wsitn nis wife and & children and all their
femily posessinns stowed away upon a large wood sled drawn by Oxen, the
boys following behind with with a few cows and shzep, he took up his
line of Merch in searen of a nome in th2 grz2at wilderness of the West.

He had no special location in view, but did intend to go as
far as the Statz of Ouio. ‘

Arriving at Batavia nis attention was called to Chautauqua Lake
wnich was thnen as now was noted for its clear,waters, beautiful shores
and excellent fisn.

From Batavia he proceeded to Buffalo then along the shores of
Lake Erie to Cattaraumwus Creek, where only one whitemfamily resided, t
the next willte family was at Silver Crzek. and the next at Fredonia,
one oetween there and Westfizld and two at Mayvills

Bere Mr. Griffith left hig family until a locatidm could be
found,

It was now lste 1n March, Wiliram Semus had made a s2ttlement
at wnat 1s now Bemus Polnt, and oy 211s advice and z1d, Graflith was
conductad down th2 lake on tne i1ce abdut fiva miles, to &an old Indizn
Camp winlchn hg consiners:, nerxt to his own to be most dzsirable.

He sai1d ne had lesarnad to his satisfaction that tne Indizns
made 1o mistakes in locating, trelr homes, Mr. Graiffith was i1mm=diztely
captivated by tne beauty of the place, and the i1mprovemants by ths
Indiens, 1ndurved nim to make tnis his home.

He returned to Mayville and started his family down the Lake
on the ice, while he and trne two oldzsr boys followed a trail along
tne veach of the lake, with the oxen and other stock.

Hand sleds had oveen provided upon which tne mother with her six
months old baby &ni other small children might Tade, A furious blind-
1ng snow storm set 1n, hiding the land from their view; However they
reacnad thne zhore at Long Point just at dark. They collacted dry wood,
varwx and leavss from hollow trees, and with the aid of their gun and
some punk, struck upa fire beside a fallen log. They made & shelter
withh polss and hemlock boughs, whrer they passed the nignt, without
supner,

The father and twe boys with the stock arrived safely in gnod
time »xxx® &t the Bemus home, but were greatly alarmed when the mother
and swzll children did not arrive, fearing they had perished on the ice,
At dawn a search was started and were greatly relieved to find them

&t Long Point, none the worse for their nights outing, for they had
vassed many sucn nights 1n their Journey through tne wilderness,

Upon their arrival at the Bemus home theywere given a hot breakfast
nad the Mother was urged to stay with the small children until a log
house could be built, but she refused saying she had gone so far with
ner family she would go on. w g,

Mr. Bemus and members of his family went them , reacﬁing their
destination Saturday night March 29th 1806, Where a temporary shelter
ig polgs bark and boughs was soon erscted and a bed of hemloeck boughs
was made,

(Since this paper was written there ha#h been a marker olaced
near thz highway, wers. 1t wsz olaced there 1in 1916 with a broﬁze

marker, It 3 v o i
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In this snelter, prepared in an eveniny they spent their first

night at what 1s Xnown as Griffiths Point.

The next day being ths 8abbath . a part of the family were eagsr
to start the building of a log house; but the Mother entered her
protest and the day wao spenti in reverence. Whom dbd she fear? Surely
not the ear of mmm, for the sound of those axes might have echoed thro
that mighty forest upon the Sabbath day and sent no discorant notes
to the ear of any human being., It was He who had sustained, ghided
and protected them thmough that long and wearisome journey,

A Log nouse was commenced on Monday, and by the aid of Mr.

Bemus was finished on Wednesday.
John Griffiith, the oldest son and his father started back to

Westfi121d for supplies. Heere they procured a quantity of rye flour
(56 pounds), which Jonn shouldered and started for home following the
Lzke Shore. A howling wolf lurked in his footsteps, inviting his compane
1ons to a feast, He arrived home late at night, and some of this rye
flour mixed witn cold water, spread upon a slab of wood and baked
bafore the fire constituted his supper.

These were times when fish from the lake was their food for whole
days, telling of one day that they consumed eighteen bass,

By the middle of May six acres had been cleesred and planted to
corn, potatoes and oatg,

Their struggles had been hard through these Spring months. Their
morney was exhausted. The father made a trade wiih someone in the beach
woods near Sugar Grove, for fifty pounds of Maple Sugar. He had learned
from mzn navigating the wsters between Mayville and Pittsbu¥g, that
there was a grist mill at ¥ranklin, Pa., sixty miles below Warren,

He decided to go thnere and trade his sugar for corn. Arcordingly

a large pine tree was felled, and 25 foot log was fashboned into a
Canoe. In this crude boat propelled by a simple pole, witn his son
Samuel, they {loated down the streams of Chazutauqua Outlet, Conewango
Crzek and Alleghany River. At this time Jamestown was an unbroken
wilderness, They arrived safely at Franklin and traded four pounds of
the Maple sugar for one busnel of corn, had 1t ground at the mill and
witri-light hearts turned thair faces homeward. The raturn was not so

easy going up stream, and they often had to wade 1n tne water arnd
draw tnalr poat oy ihe prow, reaching home fourteen days from the time

thsy started.
The fam:ily had lived as best tniey could on what tne wilderness

affordec. Let us who are reaping tn2 benefits of their labor, lonk
back to inat Mother, with hungry cnildren at her knsz, inguiring "“Can
we starve if we have 2ll tne milk we e¢an drink?"

Jeremizh Briffith, tne sscond settler of Bllery, was 48 years
of age when he located at what 1s now known as Griffith Point d
now later as Point Stockholmﬁ and Sheldon Hall.) o
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Yow well tney succeeded 1s shown by tne vast amount of business
which surrounds us on evary side and which is forever progressing.

Their gr=at ne2d had stimulated them to feats of strenwth and en-
durance beyona whlch they had nsver dreamed.

After their first year peace and plenty crowned their efforts,
for sead time and harvest never failed tnem.

In early 11fe Mr. Griffitn was in the Revolutionary War. After
residing in Chautazugus County g number of yesrs he rode to Washington
on horse-bgnk to solicit & pension. Hs succesded in having his name
2ntered on tn: pension roll zs & Bontinentzl Soldiser and was pensinned
as sucn, at the rate of %9o.}) & year. and after his death, oy a su-
seguent Act of Cnnfress tnis amounty was transferred to Mary, his wife
wno lived to the ripe old age ol ninety ysars.

The sons grew to amnhood, honored and rescgected cilizens, and
all by tnz hand of Brovidence wegre speared until the evening of late

years.,

(Written by Catherine Griffitn Chemey sometia: ir. *h
1350 's)

Mre., Thenes o “he dourt*er of John the eldest son of Jeremiah
Griffith znd Tryphene Bemus Griffith one of 12 children..

Her husband Asa Cheney was the Grands-»m of Johneihan Chany who
sattlzs an ths road from the Teremiah Griffith's c*siv to> A -ain
. v 1807 on wha' 1g now called Colburn's parts of which are

*111 ownad ©y his cescendants.

Rez2d by Mrs. John €, Cherney 2t & mesating of the
Cneutguau iz County Historical 8001ety held at tae Eotzl Lenlhart in
Zarws Point, on practically Lhe sight where William Bemus built his
Tirst Log House,
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WRITTEIN BY MRS CATHERINE GRIFFITH CHENEY*BOUT BIFTY YEARS AGO,

et e PO .

Compiled ancé read by Mrs. John C. Cheney at & meeting of the
Chautaugus County Historical Society, neld zt the Hotel Lenahrt
/// June 12th, 12483,

It is my purgose today to give you some of the historical infor-
mation on some of the first settlers in the Town off Ellery, especislly
hare at Bemus Point, and down the Eazst Laks Road, taken from fhe
writings of Mrs. Catherine Griffith Cheney, that she prepared and pre-
sentsd &t different times a2t public meetings.

Catherine Griffith was oorn in 1826 at what w= know as "Martha's
Vineyard", Belleview end passed away in April 1924 making her 97 and
one-nzlf yezrs of age.,. She(was married to Asa Chanay in 1850, and went
to live on 2 farm about 1% miles up the road. To them were born 11
Children, 8 of them reaching maturity. Only one of which sti1ll survives
at the present time {The youngest, John C. Cheney)

Mrs. Cheney took a kesn interest in the welfare and development
of the Community in which she lived, and was ‘& pioneer in the "Wmmamrx
Enfranﬁﬁsement nf Woimen, believing that women should share equal with
the Wen in the development of the community, and have a volce via the

vole in 1ts government,





