v |

v PRELIT I-AQY SURVEY O FOLK ARTS AND SKILLS IN CHAUTAULUA COUNTY —meeeee
by Joyce Ferris Swan August 2, 1975
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It ssams important to me that I bring you my thoughts on Chautaugua County
Craft in & special light, which, for better or worse, reflects my own

apntitudes, Historian I am not. Historical, perhaps, from the point of view
of longviTy and inclinations, but among this aucgust body of record radicals

I cannot be considered an historian.

am crafty when necessary, but craftsman I am not. I have simply happened
info a position, which is the way I undertake most projects, of observing
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ne craft scene in this county. Now that doesn't make me much different than
10 or 11 M other people who are part of the craft scene, reconstructing, man-
aging, buyiag, decorating or otherwise particisating in this new folk phesnom-

gnon,

iy remarks this afternoon will address the suoggct gf Chiﬁtauoua County folk
art and craft in a broader perspective of thq«n tional pattern of development.
Fney are drawn from my observations within the county from personal contvacts,

lLetters, diaries, visits to knowlzdgeable people, museums and libraries to

2835185 in inbterpretation.

zood many of you nave contributed more than vou know, and I hope you won't
se too bored at having your own stuff prattled back to you: ZElizabath Crocker
and hzsr YesterYears, inn Fahnstock, [Mary Johnson, Mrs., Louls Henry, Iirense
iiagel and ctheir good knowledge of weaving, Dlizabevh Maher and her first hand
rzcollections of many early arts: craftspeovle like Helen Shelters, Alice
Uranberlain, Helzsn Gilbert, JeddisvDorogi, Karen Loel, and observers liks
mzlcolm Nichols and Priscilla Nixon, historians, curators and librarians like |
uheeler, Pauline Fancher, Loretta Smith, Jake Imdes,; Laura May Cronk, |
Sorothy Sienk ciwicz, mlias Kurtz, Hichard wright and innuvmerable nouseholders

who nave zhored with pe,

vhat 1t anounts to is a preliminery orerview - svperficial a2t best, but per-

a2p3 hkelpful in assessing our berincincs, our pro=ress and our worth.

acts T will ex+mine briefly -re the influences,, the diccover, and
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.mpraciavion - the ruality and continuity.

et

2n Crautauvaua Gounty was settling, taunchinz hts skills, in the first nalf
1 un Age was just about over. Jured Van .sazener

'U

9th Century the Homa
the uoldendase of Jiomespun that it was certain that by 1845 the

~ousehold and rural hardier crafts had already enterzd upon their long de-—
line, Tife was s5till excesdingly primitive - farm - home self centered and
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sz2if eontained - ° out indnustrial villases were sprinzing up. Railroads
Veon DEelng prooect ed and constructed - the carals were already channeling

PN



z00ls back and forth and a new era was about %o be ushered in.

"Passinz of the Homespun Age’ - ﬁ“/ak%?w4u%k,
"Studente of this period have asserted that the Ace did not veach its finest
flower until during the first guarter of the last century. I feel sure that (
in 1825 we had a larzely self-szupvorted and self-contained rural social
orgenization, but a new cra was ready to be ushered in, I think it wovld be
vossible to demonstrate with sometning like mabthematical ex:sctness that the
fruitful decade 1840 - 1250 was the nost revolutionary of any ten years in
our long agricultural history. buring that very short period we larcely
passed from the age of The nhand tool to the use of animal power.¥ The tale
end of an era then was our threshold. We wers already catching the overflow
of craftsman as the settlement moved from lHew England west, the itinerant,
the restless, the independent, the inovative, the enterpreneur. We were in
line for the best, and a few of the worst, probably. What else did we catcn?

Cur major influences were from New %nzland; but the arts and crafis hzad not
exzctly flouered there where Calvinistic simplicity pervaded every aspect

of 1ife. It was Calvin's followers who fovnded Massachussetts Bav colony.
Calvin's tneolozy was based on the helief thzt all men were born sinners

and since Adam's f3ll, by the will of God, predestined from birth to hell
and everlzsting torment, unless hav~ilv one of the elz2ct was so foreordained
to be saved. In this belief the Puritans found life endurazble because they
considered thenselves to be the elect and in cases of doubt the individual
found comfortable assurance in the belief that althoush certain of his
neiznbors were going to hell, ne was one of the glect.......there was aus-—
teritv of religious life and rest sinplicity 1n dress 2nd manners. Pomp
and Cerenony in church ritual vas anatgem& as were the ususl adornments of
the crurch edifice, the stained mlass windows, the sculptured decorations,
pictures on the wall.The same vpaucity of zrtistic adornwent was character-
ne gsetitlement.
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1stic of thk Puritans in ew ingland for a lon< time afusr
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Srteriors end interiors vere plain, snd mur=al arcorations gnd pa
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dic¢ aot tesin to epnear until another centurv hat pas-ed.
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scrivtion of a Hew xnzl-and parlor. latile more rhat a2 ~ener-
mfort-hlv situated N=w fnzland Tarmily sporinqgly decor:tad its
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iith floral vwreaths mnade of humnan h2ir snimned from the heads |

tive 2nd friends. It wa= =2 form of domestic art. One or two enxrav ‘
...JIn some reom there would nhe 2 framed metbto worked in cross - stitch

[ R v

"God Bless our lome", or a sitilsr =entiment. “he parlor furniture vonld

sirelotn “nd on a nerble-tonned t:ble
sh-ve of 2 .o==r'

z2 black «elaut coverad with blzck hs
nisht 07 szen the artistic vearrnin~s of the family o th
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“woup or socsihly wax flovers under  a ~lasa hell. ~ocked or brnaided or woven
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russ on the floors exemplified the thrift and handicraft of the women of the
householdf/There are some well-used parlors like this in iestfield yet.

Nevw York craft then, became a product of wnat wss leflt of the flizabethan

excellance aftver it had been worked over in the New Ensland experience up un
t1l 1300 - sﬁéll taught by avprenticing, color that had survived the Puritan
emollument, a traditional severity, and perhaps a rreat need to be delivered
from it. Chautaugua County, in New York's western frontier added its own re-

straints which were even more severe tha ftpiritual inhibitions.

I'¢ lite to share with you a diary account which appeared in the Fredonia Cer
in 1921. Other writers have used it - I've used it several times, I lkke 11
so much - a classic record of the zrim fabric of life in settlement days.

fredonia, October 1, 1921

Mrs Mavy Thull of Bergen, N. 7. send us the following from an old scrapbook
left by her Fatner, the late Dr. Sylvester A. Danforth, formerly of Laona. I
had been written 1824 by a good woman of Stocton, Mrs. Isaac FMiller, Mother

of ¢hin, M., Miller, now of Buffalo.

Stockton,March 10, 1824

Isaac says he won't have to cut any more trees to browse
the cattle. The oven are looking well. Our two cows are
rather thin. e could not cpare the milk, or w= should have
dried off the cows in January.

March 25. My hushand 2nd Varnum went 'hunting today and
brou-ht home a desr. Ve hsve had no west bpt wvenison and a
few partridzes since October last, & bear carried away our
hog in Novembher. and the foxes caught all the chicken= the
hawl:s’ left. :

. April 6. Sold three bushels of wheat todav for three
shilling and nins pence per burhel, the first money we have
had since January whenIsaac sold two fox skins, 11 mink and
tvo ouarter of venison for six doll-:rs.

April 15. Heavy rain last night that put the fires. out
and wet the punk; had t- go to Mr. Trow's to borrow fire.*

*( The "fire" was the burnimgof hardwood trees which was dome
to clear the land, the azhes Trom the burns vere used in the

prodnuction of vearl rsh which wos sold for cash)
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lay 20 - Commenced to card and spin tod:y. Our sh=zep sheared
35 pounds of wool

May 26 - Had company. Used the last of the one-half vound of
tea we got when Ira was bornj; he will be 2 in July.

June @ - Had a very dry time: set the sla<hing on fire, it is
now burning fiercely.

Alug 1 - Isaac has got reacy for lozgin~. .e brewed root beer
for loszging.

Aug © - Had a logging bee today. There were eight-yoke of
oxen here; sore of them came five miles, Royal Putnam and John
robinszon took charge of the bee. Our root beer is firszt class;
the men prefer it to whiekey.

Aug 20 - Gathered golden rod and sumsc to color flannel for
underwear.

Sept 2 ~ Set the logging on fire.

Sept 8 - Had a good burn. Commenced today to gather ashes.
We are very choice of the ashes. Bverything must be put aside till
we get them to the ashery.

Oct 25 - iuent to the store; took our black szalis and 10
bushels of wheat. Sold the lot for $75. - got $50..0 in money,
the balance in goods. Our land payment ig due Jan 1, armcuant .100.

uon't kxnow wisre *he other 50, 15 tocore from., Got & side of

—

cowhide .nd a half side of =zole lsather for our boots and sho

b

b
21l vound of tea, two pounds of loaf rugar and =z fiae tooth comby
it too the rest to pay on our account.

Dec 1 - Isaac wemt through this morning to Laona with cart
and oxen to get the shoemaker, Mr. Seymour. Had the good luck to
et him, bench, lasts and all. This is the fourth time we have
been for him.

Dec 14 - Commzanced spinnin~ flax. ¥Want to make 50 yard of
tg, bags and tovuels,
ietaneg witn Mr &

s
Dec 25 - stortad at daylicht to spend “Yori
T the gsane ton we did in

in Portlzand. Thev cone T

witn snow. Quroxan
r hts zeven childradn which

Jan 1 - e zo0ld our cow, a stzer, a1d so & o% youas Isaac
4
¥}

hzd made for sore naw colera, and got together the 3100, to make

ounr payment on the ladd >, /ﬁ&th,
A

\other ovi-inal-source letter written 20 vears latsr irdicates the lingering

alc - the advancing refenements,
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To~ Blizz2 Strunk - 1847
Dear Sister We received your letter, was glad to hear that you were all
well. T have delaid writing bece2use I have not had ambition nor hardly strengt
enouzh since the party to write a letter. We did not attend the wedding for
aumber of reasons we will not dress our selves up to 50 to a wedding as long
as Arotner John lies without grave stones. I did not have but one weeks notice
ang—netand not set any help- cleaned the house from seller to garret, took out
those grate windows alone, filled the under beds anew which was no small job-
then be;an my cookling, I baked pouna cake, sponge cake, and cookies, five
loaves of esach, twenty-five mince pies, ten custert, and ten purkin. I had the
verry vest of luck with all my cooking, and well I mite for Samuel furnished
3very thing nessesary. He got five zindes of trimming for the outside of my
cakes., I trimmed allthe windows with new curtains, got new copperplate for my
chair cushions,and nevw dishes, tumblers and got the bast of o0il for the glass
Llamps,s0t SPERM candles. £lias and Sarah came in the morning. The company bega
s0 come in the after noon and came scecttering alonz until about 7 o'clock..

k9]

a3 selected portion of each company was invited and sent tickets, to each gentl.
sen and also in that, a ticket To the lady which he was to have as his vartner
vhich made each try to riwval his fellow in carriage, horse, and dress; it re-
sulted in giting a oretty smooth st of "lads" together 15 pair, =2nd after
", and Mrs. Quis'" was introduced to the compzny and "lMrs. Juis" kissed by
che centlemen tne spell bozan to brake and in 1y day, I nevercsaw so happy a
sorpany...no set music but all was nusical and very much added by a music
raster wno plade the malodion and sung with it. Eliza did you ever see or hear
one plaid; is it not just the nicest thing you ever saw; but I must halt soume
tor my thoughts, you know are alwaise in the advance of my psn. At 8 we passed
she "loaves and fishes" in the folloiing manner..nazpokins all around and plate.
12lf past 8 vsst plates and knives =211 around - next coffee in cups and spoons
1ext past lofe suzar and cream then car= on the oyrzmid czke - next Tollowed

1 welter wWroh ple and cizxe — when all was done the platas and fragrments was
vaen off, -

And I whg just wezk enoush, as I was not accustomed %o such doings, to
1sh that you and Henry were here, Samuel was away in the field when tr. Lee
.as here or he would of sent you a ticket, Henry and the youns folks, but I
~ept a secret hope that some of you would come - but bthe dutchman had nis wed-
iing when 1t was wex tSKﬁiEw. slies had nade a zood choice, ohe is a good girl
ané out of a respectable family a hish headed 2oo0d fecling girl. dlias is
oroud of her and she of him, have zone to keeving house at Mr. Foreseths 5
a1les from %estfield., She is handsome and full of olee a grate weever and
mich the sharpest for a trader.
ay the Iirat I have been three weeks writinz this letter Tliziz and T will

vry to finish it this time. v health ! ;
.me. ¥y health has been 7ery Door for a2 numbar of weake



—6e
ny weak side has got verry lame this spring. I nhave to 'eep a ~rnte plaster
on it and get the childr=n to pump all the wabter as it is my rite side. I must
vell you a little about my work, I have 50t my carpit wove thirty yards. T
nave cot a peace of vlain socloth rendy for the loom twenty 5 yardes and have
Just zot my {lsx home for my table linen. I am gzoing to nake twenty five yards
and must ~2t it done to begain my wool in season,,if ny =ide will stend it.
mamuel is making fence and has been all the suring - She crnildren will all but
¥ranklin, bextin to go to school in a few days I have rote to Martha and Zlcy
net zet no anser don't no whether the poor zirl is yet in the land of the
living or not. I kave lockt for Polly all winter and that is all the sood it
nas done me - but the first time you see her tell her to come and stay one
veek at least or any the rest of the friends that can cormre and will; we should
be glad to see them, The measles is in the neighbourhood and I and the three
voungest children have nov had them. The commissioner has been on the week pas
to lzy the road throuzgh irom Barnhartes to vestfield. They have three routes i
contemplation...one divides our ferm and passes through my door yard...they ar
now leveling and we expect to no this week whether they vass hear or not - -
1 don't Tthink much that I ¢-°n come down this summer as I have no one to lezave
ny family with but the old lady and she don't like them nor they her, nor no w
to o and come as we keep no horses yet.If you have (not?) herd any thing from
ilannsh do write and levs hear from her I amsuch a poor hand to rite a lette
or I would have patience to read this and the nevt shall ©ts shorter.

- Harriet W,
Letter in trunk in pos-:ession of Mrs, Rulifson Stow, N.Y.

It was in spite of the early risors that home hand craft survived - even

thrived, and becsne more refined,

vhile women nlied thelr needles and shuttles, men turn2d out needed itsms of
wood, For t?e Chautaugua plioneer wood was a sustenancgi\economy — like the
buffalo was for the plains Tndian., It provided alimost everything needed. It
even provided him with the water power for the first machines, for the dense
forests held the streams to their beds where they zsccommodated the undulat-
ing terrain with freguent waterfalls and their power potential,

In 180" the ares was covered with woods, megnificent white pine and many hard
woods such as sucar maple, beech, red maple, elm, red oak, white oak, hicklry
cucumber, tulip, poonlar, basswood, white ash, black cherry, butternut, black
walnut. Within the first 50 yezrs of settlement, wood was supplying the raw
naterialmaterial for unnumerable small industries vroducing nails, washtubs,
keelers, maple veneer, lath, zrain cradles, hay rakes, scythe snathes, helf-
bushel measzures, doors, sash, blinds, baskets, chairs, clocks, cofiins, auns,
tools, vwianos, dulcimers and ~ven the cover of the first book, accordinzt to
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r. Yichols of Jamestown.

ne ewiftness of this craft development tells us clinsiderable about the Yankee-
urned Yorksr. He came, more r-strained than insoired, adopted to a formidable.
nvironment, was turned on by a zood source of raw materials and power, and wias
oon sheping that environment to suoplv an influx of veovle.,..46,000 by 18244,

wans to btake = little time to ta2lk about the Folk irt and Skills fxhibit now
aowins at the Patterson Library which was sponsored by the Pesacock Sociedy.
nwis effort, a first of its kina, was an excercise in craft con~ciousness. iou
=y have noticea that T have used the terms folkart, craft and skills inter-
nanzebly., I was not able to separabe thnem, and most of the sources I consulted
s2d them just as loosely. A folk art item, something made by hand by an un-
razined person out of materials at hand, for pleasure or use--became a craft if
t was made often, and an industry if it was made faster. ind in this county
nese ssaouences were so rapid that it was impossible to set each apart at least

a4 this iniative effort.

.owever, around the county, we found enough residuals in back rooms, attics

ad cedar chests that another time there could be collections of just the folk
»t item, the toy, the decoy, etc. when we have raised veonle's consciousnsass

s %o just what they have, or a collection of oullts, or weaving, or wood arti-
acts, vainting, other skills,

' we wish to exarine where the area is in the develooment of its craft consc-
ousness we mizht note a quotation from Richard VWright "as soon as a people

ttain that point of consciousness whers they desire to preserve their features
or the delectation of their descendants, they may be sald o have passed the

barely vast the primitive stage. Our early delectations exist, we
e just beginuing %o think about preserving them for our descendants.

121r s~szembly for the exhitit was an adventure. A weaver would leed us to an

\’

i¢ coverlet., - A& coverlet would lead us to a diary - 4 senior weaver knew a
JMior we var who was revovtaed To have wall stencils in her house. One stencill
yuse led us to another. Collecting for one item -~ a Boston mocker- led us to
.nd1ng arother, such as a box of chair stencils. (Ses page P4) shen cont.p.?

s aspot check of Chautausua Comiy crafts could end rizht here if that was al

w2s haprening, or the most important of what has papoened., This area is

11 a volatile craft area because it has joined the nabioneal craft renaissanc:
.rts and Crafts Movement in Aimerica 1276 - 1916" We note the following:

he arts and Crafts movement was principally a British phenomenon. The land of

.2 Industrial Revolution produced the first and most decisive reasction azainst
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wvant to talk about the wall stencils for two reasons; one, thev represent

recent chapter in discovery and srtisvic significance, two- we thourht we wer
oxng to have them displayed at the exhibit and d4id not manage this.

F-
Az

ae I'irst report of wall stencilling ras come from a restoration of a Greek
evival house on the Kennedy-Randolph road. sctuzlly, Catitarauzus County. The
ounzt folks doing the restoration <ot thelr clue fromdeimhbors who said there
=2d to be weird swastilkas vzainted all over the walls. Tearing off wall cover-—
1ms they did find stencilling, in every room, even on the cellings. Vhen they
ould ~enerate no locsal interest in their find they took pictures and sant then
o Qoopercstown and later visited theres where on:o0f the curstors zsked them
nere Cattaraugus County was. They were fold that theirs was the most extensiv-
1v stencilled house recordsed in New York stzte. Cooperstown has since asked
or a copy of their stencils. Since then, or perhaps almost simultaneouslx an
xtensive restqQration proiject on an unauspicious looking housg/previously a
wern jué%ﬁputside of Fredonia on Rt. 20 has revealed elaborate wall stencilli

-

n many roomns. These have bean ildentified as the patterns of Moses waton a liew
l=nd stencil artist. I am now in the processes of seeing if we can interest
he New Snzland stencll quild to authenticate them and perhaps give us a clue
3 to the artist, nis itinerate students, and some dates.

ct

ithin the last two weeks I have learned of another house tha 2d stencilled

ol
911ls —hich were later covered with paint. Phis one south of Ripley, at "attles

L LY

urs Jdoad a defunt settlement.

ne discovery of wall stencillinz in this county opens & new chapter in artis-

O
-

0
¢ consciousness waich continues to reveal the extent of refinenmsnt of skills
nich burceoned immediatsly upon our pioneer variodi Consider the examples at
ne axhibit which was not selective,(we iust took what veople offered us) the
andlewick bedepreads, the exsulsite drasn work tablecloth, the fine quilting

ricinal’comet auilt, “he innovative design in the Tracy table, the numher

[
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ad cualisy. of oarintiam, the cra’t sovhistoca*ion of a clock with wooden works

e

delicanv of the wold len” on the china. THI® ALL TIJICATES o 27 "DILICYICH
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ts oun inventions. Zut thedhilosophy of Thomac Carlyle and John Ruskin, fort-
ified by the tangible creations of William Morris, soon affected the Continent
3 well zg the United States.

merica followed Ensland in the Rewvolution and then in the rejection. But the
o land was slover to catch the zpirit, since it wasz still drunk with its own
ndden ability to produce so many of its needs. The first creative efforts were
11tative and soulless, as Oscar -~ilde observed when he came to this country

1 a lecture tour in 1882 to'B3%. He said, "I find what your people need is not
o much high, imaginative art, but that which hallows the vessels of everyday
18, .. the handi aftman is dependent on your pleasure and owninion...Your people
>ve art, but do not sufficiently honor the handicraftsman". (Decorabive Arts

america in Arts ' and Craftss.

iring the 18%0's, there were various American flirtations with the curvilinear
etic of Art Nouveau. Yet 1t was not until the turn of the new century that
e Arts and Crafts movement in this country rezembled anything like a national
~perence. Arts and Craits societies wers founded in large and small cities,
tTh periodic exhibitions to encoursge fine craftsmanship and good design. The
yoearance of the Cratsman mageszine from 1901 to 1916 paralleded this mature
iase of the American movement which was characterized by the severe furniture

a-

the so-called Fission style and the finest work of the Prarie school.

is volume ferstures the furniture and other decorafive arts of Herter
shers, John La Targe, Lo is Tiffany, Vill Eradley, Hirvey bllis, zlmslie,

c the Roycroiters Geor-we Grant Llmslie, George Maner, lrank Lloyc
1ont, Robert Jarvie, Green 2nd Greean 2nd Dirk Vvan Jrp. The Jamestown furn-

T

2
allielerd tnese desi~n develodm=aus.

in zZnzland in 1876, reached iAmerica in force in 1016,

ATAN T

hing crafts much earlier, in 1905%.
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regs and Southern Highlznds in 1940, and Chautaunua Covnty about
a t

e claszes, says an zccount from tne Chautausvan *eekly newsvaper of Aopril 11,

LIS S,

onge to an increasing demand for "trainingz"

8! of the rand and

~&f 211 a~es, Lesvon= were <iven f{rom the rinder-arten up, ran
ix veeks. The object of the schoel was "To avold the commonnlace snd beau-

v the cernon'. The shops were eroudod ne=2r the road c~te and trollsy staticon

thin che .seembly enclosure. The courzes were vesizn tausht by Fr. Mrank 7.

(9]
tor in #anu=l .ris, >t-le lNorms:l Scaccl, Tneontsz, u.Y.

% wae tanxat bv dr, [rank 7. Lane, Punlic schools, sorinz-

by
21d, Mass. Misgs Jean V. Incham, the Zlnwood Zchool. Snbjects, Frimary Hand
1

iege, Public ochools Lawrium, Michisan...Leather Working

1
~3ds, Hillside Home 5chool, wisconsin taught bookbinding.
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eorze ~ga2rs of Chicazo Art Institute taught drawing and painting, W.B. Steven
ireau of Univ. (ravel of Boston, tauzht the history of art.

95

utzuaua's efforts were introverted and self-serving. e can't tell how much
ney affected what went on outside its walls. However, we can't dismiss the
act tnat quality instruction was avzailable there for anvone who wanted to take

Ve f ) !
une first orzanized effortsz at craft @éﬁgg;éééggg in this area as far s I can

scertaln was when Cornell Sxtensiéﬁtﬁggegiven to encoura~e an intsrast in
ierican arts in the rural areas. Tauzht by Florence Wright Associate Profescor
© the College of Home Economics in 1949, the course brought people tocaether
com several counties at a vime, Swo reps from sach county, to disseminate
cchnigues of authentic design, and Yo encourage appreciation of its proper

2

M)

-

3

oplication.

rom Chautaucua County Alice Chamberlain and Laura Walkerman of Jamestown took
1e 14 weegk course which was given in Randolph. Zach verson who took the course
romised to teach two classes of ten people., That was the beginning of the
zaching career of Alice Chamberlain and her subsecuent cz2reer as a furniture

ecorator for Jamestown firms.

t 2bout the same time Helen Shelters of Ashville became interested in Zarly
merican painting and through a friendship which led directly to the efforts
sen ing made in Yew Zngland to recoup the artistrr of that diminishing folk
»%, she was able to learn within the zsther Stevens 3raz;§ tradwtlon, the firs

]
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aC¢, foremost authority in New £ngl=nd. Mrs, Shelters ftaug htiub se wno are teach
Ng IOW.

e ladies of the weavers guild have helped me establish the rzcent chronology
that craft. It began with a few weavers getting together in 1951 in Mrs.

2zle's home,at Panama, In 1052 the YWCA introduced weaving and in 1954 the
nrld orzanized, Later Cnaitququa provided workshops. Hrs. Louls Henry, a senic

I

saver of Sherzan, tells me that the discipline influences have been from those
tne rendicrafbts of thefgouthern-ﬁighlands and from Canzda.

've gone to some detail on this phrase becsuse I think 1% represents a sizni-

1c=nt avprozachk to the craft industry - and WE MAY 33 LAUNCHING THTO A POTKIT-

142D CRAFT INDUSTRY IN Ts= COUNMTY - Our efforts began with instruction - a

uzalitative avoroach which was to influence tnose who would oecome involved -
.2 learner the teacher ths hobbyist the commercial endeavor. ltems wers made
't firs% to vlease the maker - 2 criterion most exacvinz of 2l11l. HMany other

T adventurgs are st;rlng with verformers, and then looking for someone to

et
2ach \])OI‘}{ Aesg mid west stern Pa. M@ Grigie, #MZM/A&Z@M_,

27 4@%/444.{/ @WMM Acfé ?M%fu@&

I—h



-] =
" Several cenclusions may be drawvn from this first and very sketchy survey of
the craft of tne Chautauzua rezion. The region lay in the crossroads of the
Yankee and Yorxer movement Yest, attracting many emigrants to permanency. It
lav at thé'nogthern extremlity of expanding settlement of Pennsylvania, New
anzland and Philadelphia were the two craft centers of the country. The Chau
augua region was a frontier of each center, It rsceived from each by way of
settlers. 4s the section settled, craftsman with their skills already in hsn
moved to the area. The good <ource of water power was almost immediately har
nessed for major production of such things as flour, paper, lumber, and soon
thepovwer was put to use in the production of other items. The advantages of
industrial advance was upon the country by 13845, Power, knowledze, initiativ
roved the region quickly out of ifts pioneer period into more sophisticated
productivity. This rapid courss of events up until 1900 deposited much pro-
duction upon the area. I fesl that 1t may be one of the last fertile reposit

ories of Americana.

Helating the past to the contemporary craft effort, I must conclude that in
an area only sesqui-centennial away from its Yankee migrations, and only
briefly removed from its Industrial Revolution, it is heartvenine to revort
that the calibre of the current cr-ft endeavor in the Chautaugua remion is
wholesome and zenuine with an emphisis on authenticity, creativity, selr-
savisfaction and quality. Craft has a'matural environment here, large abandol
buildings, good roads, instruction, unemployment, lonliness, honest festival:
a feuw craftsmen 2nd manazers to keepius within that Yankee restraint.

There seems to be a determination to return to the earliest period - a
nalinrenesis, perhaps, a returning 56 the ancestral features, as Mr. Oscar

wilde gaid, "a hallowing of the vessels of every day living”.





