LAW OFFICES OF

MOOT,SPRAGUE, BROWNELL & MARCY.

45 ERIE COUNTY SAVINGS BANK BUILDING.

ADELBERT MQOT.
HENRY W.SPRAGUE,

EORGE F.BROWNELL. YNy § e .
:WL,LIAM L. MARCY. . t%%éj/(/z November 22nd, . 1905. o

My dear Mrs. Tourgee!-

I am very sorry indeed to learn by your poét&l
this morning that the reason you have not reached this city is a prbba§ 
ble contihued illness referred to in your letter recéived Moﬁday; o

I found you did not come to the Arlington Mondey night, but
thought perhaps there might be some incidental delay, and, therefore,
inquired again last night, to learn the same thing. I am very sorry I
could not have been in Mayville at the'memorigl services, buﬁ a_lawe'.
suit in Rochester compelled me to be there, and made my preseﬁbe iﬁ_' ,
Mayville impossible. | o

The Raleigh c¢lipping I handed to Col. Byrne,‘Chairman of_thé
G. A. R, Committee, who were to draw a memorial,and wﬁo came to me quij':'
such information as I could give, to ald them in their work. I gévéf |
such information as I could, handed the clipping to the Colonel, and ' 
requested that he keep it safely and return it to me for you,becausé 1tf :
was the only one you had. I think the Colonel has probably.kept_it,§11' ?;g
right, and as soon as I can get out of court, I will endeavor to gét.it.-
for you. o |

As to the policy in the Mutual Life Insurance Company, I han "ﬂ:
made a thorough investigation as to the dividends, an& have.rgached.fhe.
conclusion that 1t is useless for us to litigate to get anything:more ’.
out of the company than it has offered to.pay, notwithstanding tha fa¢t__
that the sum 18 ridiculously small. | S

YOu_may have read the testimony given by Ofrigersaof;tﬁQ}cam; B

pany as to the decrease in the dividends paid policy holders, and fhe:;_f,_f

reasong for such decreas®., While they pretend the main réason 1a"th§“ t
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decrease in the interest rate, it has been too plain for anything that
the main reasong have heen enormous alaries and commissions, and ex—

travagant expenses,

son~-inelaw have recelved something 1ike four and one-halt millions ot

dollsrs in twenty years, in regular salaries and commissions, outside of ;"r

the additional amounts the; have made out or the company, or its policy
holders, in left-handed ways of moet questionable legality. truth

is that the courts are ill adapted t6 deal with these monstrous accumn-;

determine the exact rights of each policy holder, must necessarily GXﬁ |
haust any ordinary poliey, like that which I hold, in the necessary ex—

penses of the investigation. The consequence is, that policy holders

like yourself and your daughter are practically compelled to rely on thega'

fair dealing and good faith of the Insurance Company, and in this in-'
stance, unfortunately, we know that shame does not prompt the company
to do anything better for you than it has offered, because if it even
tried teo do anything better for you, it would create a precedent that
would at once be available to all other 1ike policy holders, and the
think the consequendée would be that‘the policy holders would get what- 5
they were Juistly ontitled %0, instead of permitting their money to pileii

up in the vaults of the company, to encourage rapacious men to obtain

morel in charsascter.
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I shall send a copy of‘this 1etter, with your permission, to

Mr. Hughes, the counsel who 13 conducting the examination, that he may
look up the account of policy No. 239865 for 315 ooo, issued on ths

life of Albion W, Tourgee May 50, 1883, and use that &s an- illustratioan_] o

of how things have been going, 1f‘he cares to follow this subject of
dividends further. | _”  '_: f" s _
My advice to you and your daughter is that you permit me to_'u:

get the money from the COmpany upon this policy, and that you forward

me a receipt for that-purppset I 1111 send the draft to ?ou the instant.f}nkf

I receive it. ST R :
Mrs. Moot is about leaving for Boston to visit a boy 1n Har--en
vard for a few days, but I hope upon her return e may plan matters so"jt

that we can see you and vour daughter at our home.ff"""

~ To
Mrs. Albion W. Tourgee;
Mayville, N. Y.

P. 8. T leave for court, without time to sign this 1etter in pereon. S
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