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My dear Mrs. Tourgee:-

T received your lﬁtter of June 17th, and power of f-*v}

all the light I can give you.

There are several kinds of Tontine policies on +he twenty year3f" 3

plan, that huve been issued by the Yew Yotk Equltdble Soclety, and I seeJ

the one referred to in your letter is in the oame:-orm as one issued to o

me in December of the same year, having the same pprlod of tlme +e run-j}?
I have examined the conditions of that pollcy, and +he" do.-urn;sh somej"
ground for the contention that the reprssentatlvas of Hr. Temple had no"

right to exercise the option and take a sum- of monev 1n cash in*

the policy. We can properly claim that the Judge, as’ the erlﬂinal own r ;f:

of the policy, and you, as his assignee, had thewrlgnt.to notmce ofnany

such attempt to exercise the option in it, because the pollcy was merely"“‘VV

held as collateral security by them for a debt and for the moneys ad-

vanced from time to time by them ‘in payqant of premlumo.f This may not

help you so much as you would like,’ because 1twmav be that the debt and  Q?fi

the premiums paid together will eat up the entire polzcy, and it de be
upon that theory that the. Society acted in making them the cash payment L

- made September 1l4th, 1903. T write: thh the. utmost frankness, because I

realize you do not wish to be misled. in +he lnast with. false hopea, ‘but ;€_ 

you do want everything possible done to secure to vou your rights, if

you have any in this matter. To that end, 1f jou have not done so, w111 _f};

you kindly fill out proofs of death sent vou, 1n prOpnr form,\. d send

e
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receipt of such proofs of death, T will take'thém-and‘ﬁhe'bﬁhefrpéﬁers
and go to New York and secure an interview With the right offlcial of
the Company, and get at the bottom facts from whlch to determine what
your rights are, if any. Tt may turn out that your rights are not very _?fjf
clear, and are not rights which the COmpanv R
Temples, will admit. In that event, of course. I Wlll Mdve to brzng & o
suit for you, but as between the widow of Judge Tourvee and ﬁhe EQUItd— :.f~1
ble Society, at the present time, 1f we qave a fightlng chance,-courts .
and juries alike will give the widow tne banefit of that chance in a
contest with the Equitable Society,and the offic1als of the Equitable
' Society must know as much by this time. " | | " - |
The usurious part of the transaction¥bpa?s'ﬁﬁéh.tﬁé;Quééﬁibﬁ; .;
of what debt, if any, exists to the Temples for %hzch tne are entltled;:VT

to hold this policy Under the laws of thls gtd+e, :UCh usury as Jou *;~f¢?i

speak of would be fatal to their claim of any debt Whatever. out unfort,'f o

~unately the transaction took place in Pannsvlvanla,-where the law seems T*VJZ
t0 be less stringent. There is a p0351b111ty, however, of evadlng the |
Pennsylvania law to a certain extent, by bringing'an action in equity:

in this state and getting a court of equity to force all parties to do
equity in a settlement with you, if we flnd you have anv rlght whatever

that has survived all these transactions in all +hese years, so that we"

can assert it as the bhasis of a claim against +he COmpan" and the Templa
estate. I say "Temple estate", because we Wlll probably have to meet |

both the Company and the estate if a contﬂst becomes necessary. MQ£-

course T shall try to adjust the matter, if possible, w1thout 1itiga-'




-

tion, even adviasing vou to make some concession,to tnat end, because

every lawyer knows.

So many deaths have oeeurred that the 1aws of evxdence will

shut out the testimony of many, and maj make 1t difficult for anJ one to ,; ;

prove a case in court. In short, T cannot tell'thh any certainty what
your rights are, or what we can do, until T have recelved the proofs or i
death which T am asking you to send me, and have gone to'ﬂew York and -

seen what papers the Company has, and ascartained #hat 1ts poaitlon 1s

in the whole matter. Even then T may not be cnrtaln, because of the ::o;:n.—:_"‘*v'i

plications your letter discloses, but I vill know enough then to knsw

either that we have no chance, or somethlnr‘about tha probability as to 7';fi

any chance or chances we may have.

tional, T will at once inform you, because T can appreclate uhs tmport-

ance of information to’ you at this ulme. _f.ﬁ;:

T note the complaint, drawn I assume by Tudge Tourgee, touchpf
ing the $6089.70, but his death has changed t‘he character of the ques- o
tion entirely. It appearing by the paners +hat +he Temple estste ac- s“
knowledged the policy was collateral security to a note for @2500, und o

premiumsg paid, the question probably w1ll take this form, to W1t,

Charge the Temple estate, or their a331gns, with tna 6089 70 received,i_;if?

credit that estate with the $2500, and lntersst, and any premiums paid,f..;ﬁ
and what will be left of the $15 OOO to be paid on the policy that T
should be paid to you instead of that es+ate.u In thip way, gou seo

equity may make the Company and the Templps, or their assigns, now do

what is right, Just as if there had been no attempt to 1gnore any or youf,ﬂ,;




in September, 1903. | SR LT S T
I today write a letter to the Company demanding the $15 000

for you, notifying the Company thet I will send for;ard Jour Preofs or

loss, and advising the Company that ne do not admit the validity of t”L

claims of any other person to this policy or its proceeds. :ill

ascertaln what they are and assert them in or out of court, as maj be ”dff*

necessary, if we find they are such as oan be a erted

thing else to the harmony of Jour wedded 11ves.w The resultomust have i
o o pmst bejﬁ

been an indispensable support to-your hu band as lonD aa he lived, and &

precious memory to you, now that he has pagsed away.aif;}fﬁjf;}j:uﬂ

Kindly remember me. to Jour daughter, qnd belleve me, as ever,

To
Mrs. Albion ¥, Tourgee,
#52 COurs du Jardin Public,

Bordeaux, France._ed






