A FOOL'S NOTIONS,

(Copyright 1900:the Author.)

* Entangling Alljances.”

Perhaps no single phrase has ever heen more industriously or
absurdly over-worked then the advice so solemnly given by Washington
to the nation he was leaving to find its way through a future he
could not have foreseen,to "Beware of entangling alliances.®

It was good advice to any nation,especially to one of the pecu-

liar character of the young republic. It cannot be regarded as & warf -~

ing aghinst close and friendly relations with foreign govermments,
since no nation in the world ever concluded so many foreign treaties

during the first quarter of a century of her existence as the United

States of America,whdﬁﬁthe people of France insist would still beinunr€
~ 4

dependengéf@f.Great Britain but for the assistance of French ships
encA soldief@k Washington himself was the first to procléim
an "entangling alliance" with England, the “Jay Treaty; wvhich France,
not without reason,regarded as a violation of our treaty with her in
consideration of which we had received assistance in our war of In-
dependence, It is worthy of note that Washington was denounced as a
*tool of British purpose® on account of this treaty,muich more fierce-
ly than Mr McKinley has been in the present campaign of imaginary
evils. What he seid,wvas simply equivalent to advising the country to

be careful ebout making mistakes in its relations with other coun-

tries. His mind was of too practical a cast tipermit him to advise
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. against the most intimate relations with other countries when the

seme might be essential or desirsble for the promotion of American

interaests.

That he fully realized that the conditions of the future might

the present
pe essentially different from ikakt in which he lived,was especially
shown in his suggestion in reply to a resolution offered in the con-

stitutional convention of which he was residqzi}by some timid "an-
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ti-imperialist* andanti- b time,that the regular ar-
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my shoulld never exceed 5,000 men. Thereupon,Washington gravely sug-
gested that if adopted,it should be supplemented by one forbidding

other nations from invading our territory with an army exceeding a

l1ike mumber. The time¥y Jest saved the convention from anticipating
the "anti-imperalists" of to-day in ebsurdity.

The period of Washington's administration w&s crowded with new
treaties, The same was true of his immediate successors, But it was
under the last but one of that school of statesmen trained in the
revolution and the stremous early days of the republic, that the Unit
ed States embarked with entire unanimity in the most remarkable in-
stance of "entengling alliances" ever known in the world's history,
by the promulgation ¥p-sha-—Presidenht of what is known as the "Monroe
Doctrine." This doctrine was first put forth in his annual message by
Jeames Monroe in 1823, Probably no man had so extendsd snd confiden-
tial relations with the early statesmen of the republic as the eauthor

of this celebrated declaration., He had served on the staff of Washing

ton;¥as a law-student of Thomas Jefferson;was a delagate to the con-
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tinenthl Congress;was twice governor of his native State,and a Sen-
ator from the same;was Secretary of State during Madison's two terms;
was twice Minister to France,once to Great Britain and once to Spain,
was elected president in 1816 and re-elected in 1820 with but one é&t.
dissenting vote. Helhad the friendship and confidence of a larger na

umber and greater variety of our early statesmen then any of his

contemporaries., In effect’it may be said that he had the confidence

of all parties and the friendship of all leaders and was the most
devoted and self-sacrificing of our early statesmen.

In an especial manner,he might, therefore be assumed to speak
the thought of his gresat teachers,examplars and compatriots in this
femous document, hardly second in importance to the Declaration of
Independence. This presumption is strengthened by the fact that it
wvas not only submitted to Mr Monroe's cabinet but also to Mr Jeffer-
gon and Mr Madison before its purtlication;was supported with espe-
cial ardor by Mr Calhoun &nd on¥y less positively by John Qubncy
Admms. Probebly mo act of our government,since the adoption of the
Constitution,has been so universally approved by the American people.

These are the particular words of the Message inoreference to
this subject. Every Americah,now that their fulfillment is likely

again to become a practical question,should commit them to memory:

*With the existing colonies or dependencies of any European poOv-

er we have not interfered,and shall not interfere;but with the gov-
ermments which have deciared their jndependence and maintained jt,
and _Wwhose independence we have, on great consideration and just prin-

ciples, acknowledged,we could not view an interposition for oppresg-
ing them,or controlling in eny other manner their destiny,by any




And again:
* The American continen
new_Buropean co)onial settlement.™ -

It was not an "entangling alliance® made for gain. There was no 3

consideration going ftom the weak ({nto the strong. It was not a grant j

based on conditions,but a free,unfettered,unsolicited declaration
that no European nation should acquire new territory or thencgforth
take over the claim of another,to sovereignty or control of any part

of the American continents. It has no paralell in history. It was no

fulmination against RKuropean peoples. They were at 1liberty to come,
cuuté,enjoy to the full the liberties and opportunities of the American
continents,submitting to the laws of American nationalities as then
constituted or as their respective peoples might thereafter ordain.
It simply declared that,in order to preserve the liberties of such

nations and prevent the impairment of their mespective sovereign

powers,no European power should be allowed to come and set up its
nanner over an American people not then their subjects,without its
being regarded as Just cause of war by the United States. It was a
pledge of feaithful guardianship over the weaker nations of a hemis-

phere--the compulsory exclusion of European sovereignties from Amer-
ican soil. Vas it right? Has any nation a right to acquire territory
or dominion whenever and wherever it may choose? And is the right to

Crovec s olad cglamey

object to territorial expansion restricted by the mergﬁgeﬁuaisy of

specific national boundaries? Is the right of invasion,conquest or
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the acquisition of territory by treaty,wherever it may be found inheé ;
rent in every nationality? Has the United _tates the right to for-
bid by threat of war,a Europ%an nation from subverting the national-
ity of peoples with whom she has no treaty for muitual defence?

These are strange questions. Thus far we have stoutly'maintain;;
v%ﬁt:/{ight and faithfully performed the obligations thus assumed.Will
we contimue to do so? Will a h&tion vhich for three-quarters of a
century has asserted a self-assumed guardianship over two continents
now shirk the responsibility of a world-power? Having assumed to dic-
tate the action of all the nations of Rurope for two generations,
will it now shy at the spectre of "entangling alliances?" Are we too
covardly to sustain the burden our great- grandfathers took'upon
their shoulders? Suppose & fuction claiming the right to rule should
ask the Kaiser to accept thé sovereignty of one of the South American':
republics,a thing not at &ll unlikely,what would be the course of
the United States under a policy of "scuttle"?

1t should be remembered that the idea of such a declaration waﬁ
first proposed by Mr Canning, then the head of the British government,
to prevent the anticipated action of the;gély Alliance to restore the
South American republics to the Spanish c;own,and the last clause wa.
especilly intended to prevent.the transfer of the claim of any Euro-
pean power to wznother, Taken as & whole,it is one of the most posi-

tively worded manifestoes ever issued. It is a voluntary threat of

var aghinst any European government which seeks to acquire new pos- . fg

sessions or take over the sovereignty exercised by another on the

American.continent.szﬂa/QQtJI%ZV4:;9mmm@@4@44%?43f1é;ﬁ%&agéﬁt;gf,_,i
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It is this union of the two great Anglo-aaxon.powers which has
thus far protected the weaker nations of South and Centrel America
from xk& Buropean aggressépn. The continentai'powers have only wait-
ed opportunity . No scomner was the power of the republic impaired by
civil war than France,Austria and Belgium joined hands to establish
Maximillian on the tthrons of Mexico, When victory ceme to our arms
and Sharidan.waited impatiently on the Rio Grande;they sa¥ that the
shiedd of the “"Monroe Doctrine" was not a fiction and hurridly with-
drew their troops leaving the poor princelet to his fate, If to-day,
tﬁe neutrality of Enghand could be secured--if the two Anglo-Saxon
powers could bé embroiled with each other,or by any means England
could be prevented from co-operating with us in the meintenance of
this ramarkable protectorazte,we would soon find ourselves called up-
on to make it good by force. i

The question of particular moment at this time is as to the

interests or motives which any European nation might have in violat-

ing this wholesale protectorate.

That the German emperor and Germsan people entertain a fixed pur- ;

pose to secure possession of some portion of the American continent
no oné can doubt who will consider existing conditions, Already,ef-
forts have been made to take part in the affairs of Brazil, and var :
between the United States and Germany was for a time imminent on that‘l

eccount. The reasonsimpelling Germany to desire such acqnisition are

ot f-Garmad po i rv>No Tl
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The first of these isAtha thg American continent lies between

Europe and Asia. This geographic fact becomes a political one of im-
mense importance when we consider a Ruropean nation inflamed with

t+he ambition to achieve for itself the highest rank as a world-pow-
er, and remember the conditions which modern civilization imposés on

the accomplishment of such desire. To reach her Chinese possessions,

LS e cafe

e=ad; there is no doubt thet—tkese will soon be greatly increased,Ger-
many must either pass through- the Suez canal or around Cape Horn, In
case of trouble with England, the former route would be closed and a
yoyage mround the southern point of Africa would be the only alter-
naté;re. Ten thousand miles steady steaming is a tremendous detriment
to the full enjoyment of such oeiswewd dependencies. Strategically |
consideréd,it is a practical bar to theirr_defence against more favor‘_-;:__-_i_
ably situated nations. 4 half-way house,large,roomy and productive,
on the American continent would be vastly convenient. If Germany
could get a lodgment,sey on the Atlantic shore of South Americe,she
would soon have another on the Pacific coast, With even moderate de-

pendencies thus favorably situated,there is no doubt that the German

empire with its amazing military system, and immense resources and gri j:;_f_

grim determination to extend her dominhon,would very soon bé not ony
only the greatest nation of the world,but a power of such aggressivé
character as practically to dominate all others.

Another reason for the burning desire she entertains to control

a2 slice of the American continent,is found in the fact that she es-

pecially needs some new possessionk which is a’ole,mw'
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o to raise,cereals smd furnishmesat ot Lariere

Arawanaterial for her i‘actorles'~ "
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k. teen ml}ions of. 1nha;b1tants exactly fills her ambl' 1on.
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\' As it happens all the great food-produclng areas. o:t‘ the world |
are under the control or protection of the two Anglo-Saxon govern- _ ;‘:
ments,Great Britain and the United States. Except Russia no other
nation controls any considerable region capable of produc:.ng a sur-
pias of food—material gbove the need”of its populatlon. The Umted |
States with its new possessions leads in such productlon. Great Brit-—‘:'-”-j
ain with Australia ,Canada,South -»Africa,--whose product:l.ve capacity .
is almost undeveloped,--and Egy-pt once agein becomng a world-gran&, r',.':i
ry under wise adm:l.m stranon,ls easily second. South .Amera.ca guaran-

teed by the Uni ted States egain.;t forelgn 1ntervention or control
L rderee s

holds practically all .the,surface ;f the b].obe on whlch a. surplus
_/

produessiex of food-products “seems possible,not held by & power of
the first rank. | |
Does any one suppose that the German enq:eror of the. -Ge‘“rmah na-
tion will forego such advanteges--the most marvellous Opportunity
backed by the most imperious economic necess:.ty that ever conf‘rent-
ed an gggressz.ve nationality and an amba.t:.ous menarch? :
Possib¥y:but if the American peop:l.e tdo not contnme to increase;:.:-f

their navy;secure control of the West Indles enhance their strength

by constructing the inter-oce anic .cam-__-m otherwords,if thefyf_'_sa_ B
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not faithfully fulfill thair function as a world-power--thay will

upon against any single nation of tha world and especially against
the United States. Har press and paopla openly boast har abllity andi
intent to teach the American republic har proper place among the na-
tions of the world. It is the unlon of the Anglo-Saxon nations which?
she fears, ThlS would constitute a fbrce w1th Whlch no_81ngla}nat10ni
could compete both because of their jo1nt.naval powar and atrﬁtegic
situatlon‘ If she

tral in such a controversy,she would not wait the conclusion of af—

fairs in China to assuma the sovereignty of the Danish West Inﬂies,






