UGITIED STATES CONSULATE,
BORDRAUX, FRANCE, Aug. 5, 1900,

L.Birnett,

WMy asny Dir: '
I i ceipt of your letter of July 1,2900,znd wn
traly £ha1 to i souy ovasretion vhich hao hccn vell-deserved,

Jaon She siuiact 1nove e T NiaT aar L vine 0 Lt fsl et 1o

] ,alnes
LI A 'a"on to
s Carioy g oeci ol oan Bl na sen States, hias
wieT s oot shsovrhing o that i 1 »uvi no ontented
vith Giliscusnsing thaovies but have obosarvas fov voal Not an
conition vhiech had develepad sinee T Tivrst suv With
horror,Chivistinn Slavery on Arerica soil,has escnded oy pﬁ?dﬁnu“
fjc‘_"'f‘_*JlnL" B § ¥: ol those vwvho })e‘\,'l_ﬂ‘ff}(l that e T6dl ol slaver
oo the end ) scordunt race-vaiations., 1 vwas 4,azed that it
: ) ned incredible that the destraction of the le-
, 5hovid naot rmewn the establisivint, assertion
nnuul rizht,privilege,tnid opportunity, "With neal-
v none end T i th churlty for all® 1T sowg ht to sten the vris-
o7 vapvassion,retrocession,denial <o Gepvav: tion ol @t
n the colered men, 1 might ac vel'l have Tried Lo sten Nigs
ATter thi s vis Ghﬂ\n.fn e sncecon 1iched T at,l v
ent ol those vho helieved it inte grnea, christicnity,patriotisn
td deveation of the colorad weollno to . hig rrr il of duty and rmun
hooa »oald Dvennre tio @ wy--un venceul way,torthy ol both Chvistioni-
Ty and elvilization, {ov the cotablisivent of justice wid ezl right.
Tov o all.

Yesteraiy thers cio.0 to e the wiopntian of the conttitntionsal
Vet in o >Li Yov o Iev GuLys therae till he seen ieve
10 there o 1ittl iven U excitaront at its gress injustice, There
LILL DO sone nevssane Xoexplolting its viclation ol the Fedaral
constitution, 6 editorvicl visewcrses do ot rewlize three things:

1--The v the Duprane Coart of the il ted otates,conuistent vwith
21l 1ts hidstory =8 opno~ad to the liverty ol the inlividaal sra fili-
ed Tith bLlind devetion to the supfeuacy o1l State control wna aeiind-
tion of tha rights o the citizen,nas wlvewsly gnaved avag the sub-
stince of thorne wwnients inspirea hy the ride expevience of war,
lewving ongy the ell te blight the nhope of those wiho loosed to the
Tor livervy -nd emel vightuTovr wil.

w==-Thet therc is no considerahle elenent nf the “hite veonle of
the gnited Ltates vho dssivre tha civil,noliticzl ov industrisal liber-
ty «nd eminlity of the colored rice in the Unitea Stutes

S--That therve 15 no such cormimnity or intensity of sen&i.iont
@107 the colored Deonle of the United States 25 15 whsolutely es-
conti=zl to irmress ony consider.ie alanent of the vthite neople vith
the duty ovr poliey of doing justice to them.
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Without such sentiment no legislation or axecutive action of
eny notional nerty cin inprove prasent conditions., Indeed,it is deub:
ful if judicial construction has not so tied the hends of Congress
that no majority however greect and hovever desirous of deing justice
could improve present conditions..

The Tallacy that it is the ignorince of the coloved pan that in
spires the denisl of personul rignts end inflwaes the vhite man to &
mrderons prenzy wgsinst him,or thit veslth and intellig nce would
gppease his thirst for colored hlood is so absurd that I can hardly
believe that just tventy-Tive yewurs ago, 1 eve 1t ny unmnlified sup-
vort snd urged in "4 Fool's Errand®, thes tords:

"The renecdy Torvr darrnnss is 1ig ht ;Tor ignorance, knoviedge;{or

vrons, rightenousnass, ¥

"W‘“ the Zpeiling-hook the syrhol of National wover.®

I %1 nmot ashmeed that I helieved in the potoney of this raredy.
I% is the unileniable vroof of the charity vhich has Deen the vital
impulse ot ry thoucht since God Tt e e & ey ol this hivden
“hieh the Aivricin »eonlo hive sowsht to Gicnmi--hive diccarded 1ine-
*he sSWie pvotarious Rower nhl,g vroisnt the overthrow of the logil

state ol siivery 1a o tuy they ' onlda not, shill cormel them in sone
equally aystorious way to smplersnt the Gbelition of Slavery with
the esiahblishrent of lihorty 2nd emisl right Tov all. Heu,it will ho
aone, T do not xnow, That it vill he dons,I do net aoubt, That "Leult
and 1n90111b@n00" Vill mever efTect it,is nov pevlecily mourent to

“lwonest rwn viho Yill study conditions not Llindaed by o losd of
ol orrconcﬂuvnu thoeovies, (Sueh us Pyof, Shaler i CLYVYIr, «vrouyl,
not to venedy evil but to cxeuse it. )

evary colored narvson in the "Indten
SEAnty-one yeLrs old ol sy s, tave
C A.Be in 2y Mdversity in the
e;Hud ENoAveErL e Tanlth sesnter thin unr* ol the « g NeG-
State coxl was absolutely without lanlt halove luw thio
tlon hatv the vhite nad colored Lynes in the United
and iight he even wavse thun thevare now,

I
1|
ot

00¢ored 8N nas nean distrinchi cad throughaiut the Jouthern

He has heen denrived,in one way and another of that protection
nDerson and nrodnarty Wthh constituta liherty.

ot one out of ten thousaind vhite 1rdecers vho kill coloved
sen suffers the nenilty of the lav,

Not ame vhite 1iin Vi vislates eoloved vorvtiood, sulflers any
puri shrent therefor, :

Christiznity has sevarated the Cloiveh inte "White" snd "Black, *

Instead ol tricl by fary,lynch-1liv hoes bhecona the wvle.

The "Tii. Ceor Cur™ Lhis Lacore 2 05tiLi Lhed institation in 21l
the stitos ol the Soiti,

TV DOUL vy e HnlLut 2l JLIOT L G v SLIve Lyl rastric-
Tive nsti Gitions, o ves 1)) wn v T thudl s ¢ couvse of repress
ive lagislation JIHCP thﬁ Plos ol %} can doub%.

Azrinst these tendencies vhat mlato"y force
exists in any part of the country?

A fev chiuveches or rather a e ninisters--dn a'little L very
little feable vrotesting. Others do snme vigovous znd fimassionad




(3)

Justification. Christienity is on both sides as it has slvays been
since the black man came to disturb the veace of the church by his
absurd demand for the avplicction of the christian ethic to the "col
ored brother,"

The colored »eovle--dazed,hlinded,confused, deceived,is it any
wonder that they have lost heart and hope? Thet they have not thus
Tnr developed that vassionzte love for freedor which Moaxkes liberty
the central thonght of religion and is the only immpulse vet Known
by Which & peonle secures eqmsz=l libherty tith others,

"Seience,” that form of self-infiated thought which degrudes
nanhood, and conditions the Almighty by fowmmlating all voverful ia-
terial conditions,has formml~ted a “gold-cure" for injustice s well
s drankeaness, The trouble with it i5 that it aponlies onlyv to the
victin of wrong,n0t %o his oppressors,

Undar these cireiistances vyvou %ish re to discuss sone hysothet-
ical raason some one has vut forth “hy in cevtain States the vhite
rian

Disfranchises,
wynches,
ISN) res,

and Oppresses,
the colornd nun?

thavs is potilg=nsver,

There is nothing to nravent,
No law,no varty,no oublic sentinent,

I heve no doubt that Ged vill (ind & way to cure this woful
vrong--the worst offshoot o slavery, Hotw will it be done? I xnow

dhen? Cevtainly not antil trhe colovad Jeople of the nited

hive develonad the se.e pascion “or Justice that thoiv fathe

shleyed Tov Tinarty., Hot until evavy cervice in eva y "eclored
chuvch,phlplthteg with the impassioned deniimid for Justice hefore the
CLE,equal rights as nen ond equnT opnovinnity ac doevrs of the wvorld!
Vor--not until that tine znd it .0 v he tong atteriirds--1ill the
powey that vules on earth, through hunen instvuseatalities 37 the
operation of luien wotives, Tind & way to do whit the doidnant ideal
07 1Y genaration was too weank to 4000'p119h ant vhich your rwce hus,
thus Tar,proved itsell incspuble of rtuhtly aenmending.

AOpurPntly it rmust eome vhenever it does cene, theowih sone AXBES-
eftective zopesl to the bHrain and conscience either of ALL the white
peodla ol the United States orv of & wortion of .21 und ted with orac-
ticnlly =11 the coloved peonle,in sone suprare aflforet for justica.
Whet WilL ove to :rc?‘r;.ulon,.o ;wri;;HOWGth. But this ve (o rnow--t
Shet in wll history me Torvovl cfon hirt Loan fiien tov ards justice
or libaerty Llon S0 Lines &MeTioe an of AT R e parged oat bu
CRCY 1 T oy tn e cones GT Sk e auy SR gn v ol the ovpressad,

Cod folinil o vay te avieshrs™ Chvictioa LLRVReTY in the United
stutes. The clmveh was divided. The overm.ent wes povprlosu. Party-
purvese.was vein, The Suvrene Court hwd Just rivetted the chains up-
on the slave. Jegien tion was harrad., There vas no hepe, Many de-
nounced God »nd the American People in 2 brezth., Others declared thas
onyy in this wiy or that was progress Possible. But there veve
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three ;illions of sleves Ehé besought God f{or liherty. There wgre
other rillions of white men Whoss haurts achoed day cnd night with
the seme pruyer--the saqe intense desire, 7

I will not say God heard, But a wWay was found ;s way ne win head
looked for,a ¥ey no wisdom had mwrked out, It °§S,nﬂP“t?e result of
argumsnt ot theory. It Gid not come through lagtALiPdnn.No court
ordered it. No rresident deckared in its favor, Only theé nadness of
those whn sougsnt to perpetuate slavery bhased on race distinctions--
on the ¢olor of the skin alone--only their madness mnade possible the
overthro% of the institution they sought to newpetuate as & part of
Anevican civilizetion and Amevican Christisnity. No rian lsid the
plrns jno msn Moretold ov could have Torastold the method of its exe-
cution,

whno aid 1t? Ve sav it was God. Thare ave thousind vho do not
douht it was the Gaevil's wovrk., There are aillions move vho 4o not
care whether God oy devil 4id it, One truth renains at the hoiton
of it all., Had it not heen that Ly sowe nysterious infiuence Blavery
vas eacae the enely of the Natien and ndllions thereby moved to tovyk
its destriction,theve is 1o veason to helisve it would not have been
to-day the doninating power of the Republie, As it ®as the aedness of
those who scught to hervetuste "the sua of all villaines" that werk-
ed its destruction, so pavhaps the horrar of whet 12 dene,the veelul-
ness &f what is sufTeved and thie Tenr oT what nay Le awtienpted,will
sore Gny vveirg the Amervican Negvro's witlers until the hope of liver-
ty shall Till his seoul and echo in nis sraver s aid the longingfer
the day of "Julilee®" in the nt-aght worship of his fathers vhon the
Christain nrster kedt soul-Llind and starved with vhip and brumnd less
e should read the work of God,

then that tire shall core,Civilizaticon will hoariChvistiznily
will heer;God's will will sgadin be done and the Negro,the Freedon,
in the inited Ltites ol fuevics will he free,equ:il in Right and Do-
portunitv, Thare ney be vich negroes;thore may he lewrned KNegroos,
but until sone eligntening miracle or sorie soul-thrilling horror
shall szain stir the heavrt of Christendon and chame the pretensions
of Civilization,the of the colored nan as u component part of Aneri-
can life will be no better than it is to-day and there is every npros
pect that it 11l he infinitely weovrse, There is mo instence in his-
tory whave onpression has cured itself or = Deople who have heen
heen thrown down froi the pinnicle of self-vuling citizens,to the
level of unvepresented serfs,neen vestorad to the position they have
lost. The power thet debsses & peonle,a rauce,m tyvpe,nevaer Willingly
1ifts it up sain. Oppression is an evil thich is never self-curing.
Slavery grew vovrse harshev,move Acvilish and hodeless every day un-
til the Dred Scott Case deeclared it ivrvencelicble,indestriuctihle,part
end parcel ol the Constitution on wjden the Hation's exictonce de-
poerdded, Then its door vAas wealed, The countoev-cureents o hwien na-
ture bHore 1T te SViATL

To-day,one hal

P R - ny
WSt rictini.

T the vaonie of the ynited States in their hearts
agtually snd sarnastily desive the rapression,dislranchisement snl po-
litical,industerial and social dehassement of the Nesen., The other hel”
savinga small &nd insignificant fraction,do not c=re, The Negro him-
sell herdly reszlizes the gravity of his re-transfomation {ren =&




fraeeran to whon & Nation plaedged security to & powerless satom to
whora the power of the STATE strips day hy day of some privilege,leav-
ing him nexed hefore & people Who count it an inhavited v1rtue_to
continue sod incresse his dependancy and halplessness, The potl
rece,the oride of history anl the jnudliation of defeat are &ll in-
pulses prowptlng them to restore s near &s pos)xblp the 6ld condi-
tions., It i t hate of the Negro but love of themselves that in-
vels then, ”hﬂv honld not he whHite nen and nnulo -S5a%ons 1T it weve
otherwise, In the Whole populxtion there is but one e1emﬂnt that is
in earnsst,wyi that elenent nakes for degredation,

HeltT-balievers,doubters,hesitint and eritieal,have nevaer vet Xa
von in the struggle Tor liherty. The wpathetic white nmejority of the
Morth is not =n insimuient likely to uchieve w fuller liberty and
ganulnp UTOuPPtIOH sna liberty Tor the race thay have pernaitted to
be leued of Wlf the rights they gwve ther. The Duprepre Court ex-
tenn the shield ot its mithority unn the prestige of inevrancy it
clzias over the sctive,earnest sggressor to-dey as it did over the
pnstor's right to kill,debouch and debase the “inhsbitants® ol the
state under the eves of Liste 1luus only Torty-odd yvears ago,

In iy oninien,the conditinn of the Anevicun Hegro wWill met lm-
prove until for vezrs tha world snd God have howrd his sgonizing cry
for justice,liverty,equel right and a f{reenan's ogoortunltv-—anzll

the reee has Murnished nsrtyes by the thousand perhaps by the -
Ared thoussnd dying for liberty of wction,as cheerlfully as Cramier
fer Treedon: of bholiel,unless God works a@ mlvavlo in their henxlf, He
aid it once hHhut he aqlued \0 hapnd ved: @hﬁr@ortv—arvpn years heinre
vutting forth His hend, ha woreld noves-fist to-day. Perhups when
the vear two thoussnd dawns, the celored man in the United Strtes
Vill have regained the vights of vevion, the civil and poiiticil sta-
tus so0 many trhousani uaﬂd to confer unon hii, wng vhich the vaonle by
the ensctiant o7 those wenvients vhich have heen nullified by lege
constmection, th nucht u}'} vare giving hime, To-dzy 15 in God's haznds
&5 w5 Yestevrday ,hut there ic no instence in the past of his interve:s:
~ing Tor sn ovnressed weople until they hove sveit drops of Hleod and
uttered grozns ol ugony thit huve thrilled the hturt of the vovld
vith pity for their vwoe,

Believing this, I have no pore heirt to zrgund the motives of the
lynchar than I have to go bhack and diseuss the retives of the slave-
mester, 1 ao nnot helieve the slavae-oiner -acted fron love of the

slave nor thuat the mob-mmirderer acts fvoin zspprahsnsion of the Negro!
pover, Both hynotheses are equally wbsurd,bhoth wre Toruuluted to fur
nish an sxcuse for incalculsble ovil,not to repras 5,cuire or mitigate
it.

+

I en,deuar 5ir,

Verr raspectinlly,






