“ No. 8¢,

To the Honorable
Assistant Secretary of State,

Vashington,D.C,

In addition to my dispatch No. I wvish to _say in regard to

the publication made by the Department entitled 'Prench W:lna i;-'r-rade"
that its represéntations,so far as they rerer to my report;_oxi' "Amer_.
ican Dried Apples in France," are wholly misleading andncorr .'t..-,._
The facts on which that report was founded are: s __
1--That from 1895 to 1898 inclusive,there hadbeen aremarka-
‘ble increase of importation of dried apples of aparticulargrad :

in France--almost ten-fold.

2--That during the same time,there had been a decrease;""in

domestic consurption of wine in France. e e

3--That during the same time there had been a“ma'r'i{é?aJ nerease.
in the use of "Piquette" in the "great centers of population "
France,seid "Piquette* being largely made from Merican dried m'ap

ples. | | ,}f§4m
. The President of the French Chamber of Commerce of New Yor)

makes complaint, as I gather from your dispatcher

1--That this report was an "unfriendly act" to France beumng
in conflict with what he calls "official figures® of consump
as set out in a copy of the Feuille Vj,'gco;-e a trade-..j.ouri:ql ub
lished in this city,a copy of ¥hich he filed in support o"'

chargaa




In reply to these charges 1 desire toﬁs“: R
. o ct=;:q
'1--That the idea that such 2 publication is iF'any nense a;. _____ @%“'

only without &ny motive for such en act but to say or do enything ff-??f
unfavorable to Frenoh commerce or proaperity would be to contrevene

every utterance I have made whether as an official or as en eoonomt*e
ic writer. I have been ell the time an untiring advocate of real re?*

ciprocity with France. ,believing that the two republlcs are more nee:

ly complementary in their economic condltlons than 8ny other two

of special study with me as & regrettable and 1n my opinlon,an eas-ifi;@
ily curable fect. In every respect I have been in the warmest sym- 2
pathy with the material prosperity of Frenoe wherever the Same did _ie,;;
not clash with that of the United StateS. | o : f r f. .! oy

2--That it is not &an unfrlendlv act“ to dieagree wzth the eco-}f}fﬂ

nomic data furnished by the trade journale or another country is

than elsewhere. Figures are no longer sacred and nobpdy's conclusiomv
are @bove honest cr1ticism‘ A ohieP reeson ror the1r existence 13 .
to correct commercial statistics published by interested parties in _
other-oountries. It is the duty of the conSul to furnish information/

in regard to economic and oommercial conditlons,not'me[ely‘to eohoffjf;
the opinions of others., Our Gonsular Reports ere ffﬁl of contravenlihd;k
tion of what are deemed defectlve or misleading atatements of jour;ie'“

nals in other countries.

3--As @ fact,the statistics referred to?in the'journa” filed

ol oonsumpt:lon : RN
An those: oommnnes only.fjmﬂ.;.

which ﬂre the Ye"tfff




‘relies fbr h:s denial.

These claim to ‘give tha consumptlon of wlna 1n.France for the’: .'

decade 1889 to 1898 as fbllows‘:_;

26 108, ooo.,“ﬁ, y TR R e
28,021,000, 1,913, 000';;;<jf5v{'
30 099,000, <~ 2 078;000. 3. "
32,843,000, -- 2,744,000, 1 *
34 »142,000. -= 1 299 ooo.7-i;~“_’“4

ing year 1888 of —smmsa g -
Thls means an average yearly galn for these _
'seven years of _  ‘_ ;fi;;q f‘jfjfffi:i;f_ fl 149 000 o
Tha remaining years of the decade 1896 1897 1898,present tha;;;;;
startling rlgures ever offered to an economlcal studenx.They;f:,i
c°n$umption. | R

33 093 000 he"'c;toli ter'. ; e
34, 351 000, -t o
”3 957 . OQ_jﬁfg :




lieve possxble..ona must remcmbe 18t ng these yea s

¥&8 hardly & microscopically perceptiblekchange in.the p°PUIation:'  
of France, The births about GQHalled the deaths that was all. Rc-ff.wl
member too,that for seven consecutive years preceedlng 1696 thls f;;f’"
Statlonﬁry P0pulation.had 1t 13 claimcd steadlly increased its coﬁ_-;jf

sumption of wine an average of 1, 149 000 hcctoliters a year. Ir con_;'°
exceeded one hectoliter a year for each man,woman and ch;ld of'the
entire French population. Already in 189a it had reached that 11m:.t e
for all over five years of age.;Thls was dangerous Sround-c ;f;g“,.
Accordingly in 1896 ‘the- French people nnt only did not make;gf

the accustomed guin of the. seven.prev1ous years but even fell behinaﬁfjic

gain of 1,149,000 hectoliters & year drcpped down to a loss of

849,000 hectoliters in 1896 1n 1897 1eaped back to thcar prev;cus

Tigures and shoved a gain of l 038 000 hcctcliters,mﬁklng a change

of almost two million hectcliters twlce 1n two years..\;.gf?;;f_““

The slump of 1896 mlght be accepted as 1ndlcat1ng some pcpular

fed or frenzy but that precisely the same people never vaff'*” from.i 

the very next tselvemcnthc 1s a thing nc hnman‘being can‘balieve
¥ho reads statistics with even a llttle bit of gray matter behxnd
nis eyos. : AR AL T




sally clalmed that none- of thls spurious wzne is ever exported.;\_f:f

It is trae the law fbfblds the manufacture of w;ne out of dri-.




meats,American cattle Amencan swine and American products of al

kinds in which any defects may be traced'? Not :m any i

to history. And they would deserve to be dismissed 11‘ they did. I’s"' |

the ravages of these diseases.‘ The consul must mt refer to these.

Why not? Is French wine taboo to all the v‘iorla outnde of France9

ravages of the army worm at ths/south or grashoppers at the west" Aref--

they silent in regard to the San Jose scale the disease of American




men hes the knDWledge or the rlght to pronounce 1t falsa. The known fA ﬁ

conditions very strongly favor its correctness and whether it 1s

correct or not,they remai_f""°’
do

But, the people uho make this complalnt really care a flg wheh_J?g_‘

er my report was true or false9 Suppose I had reported that the cn

have been any complaint of unfrlendliness to Franca oqLFrench wina

to the American retailer and consumsr. Thtt is the malk 1n the co-?

coanuty




the trade and is constantly growing more 1ntense. (o) That both




man likes to know whet he drinka as well as what he eats"?As it'wasf7f

inspected,it should not be: accounted such to 1n31mate that French
wine should be ofricially vouched for. France already certifies the'ff
germineness of her mineral waters does her wines need it less9 ;""ﬁ:

If thesmere incldental allusion.made 1n.my report had any 1n-?i-

rluence on the American.market ror wlnes whlch is & matter of ex-;at;

sents my view of the facts in question or that Wthh a 8p901f1¢ in-fi

terest desires put forth for trade purposes._The consumers or French '

half a million pounds a year to more than three mlllions pounds 8-

year in 1898,has just as much a rlght to know the factg &ttend1ngﬁ*7f




_ 3-—There is & constant tendenby onthe.part of producers tb o
swell the production, Each is anxious to make as good a show;ng as.i %
is possible for his own v1neyard and is not always careful to be ex-"
act. On the other hand it 1s 1mp0381b1e to swell the vltal statistics.

The populatlon will not. budge from its stated fixity.-@rdznary pru-¥; “
dence dictates that to have too hlgh a rate of consumptlon with a o
stationary population is to dlscredzt the whole bu51ness..fff;fffff f;_

4--As the population is. only 38 000 000 1t became neéessary,
when the consumption hed been,worked up to almost 35 000 000 hecto-* {55'
liters,that is more than 26 gallons a year fbr every person over f q
five years old in tha population,to call a halt. For thzs reason ther. :
siump of 2,000,000 hectoloters in 1896 was a statlstical necessit ._ﬁ-

By putting it in the mlddle of a decade the two extremes can be 01t_,

ed and make & very plausmble shOW1ng. The decllne Wlll probab,&y'comeszf

consumption may be kept "steadily 1ncrea51ng" fbr such observers as

Mr Gourd.

1 do not wigh to make thﬁ Dapartment any trouble but 1t has ffff
put mé in a p031tion not only very annoying to ma but yhich,may be':f;

come so to the government as well s;nce ‘no ons can deny;lHTf jf7ﬂ?ﬂ7i?

| 1--That it was at 1east ill-advised and certainly undanarved~' ;g

to publish a statemenx thich canfonly be construed 1nto the s

est sort of a declaration either of'carelessmmis-stgtgmgp;;g_ 5;9g§




not as evidence of good-will buf: as an {indie.etioh“ of.;_t.'.hei power or

what is termed "the nne-lobby et '&'ashington. a The a"cti:'u.) |
Department declaring my etatements false will" -zslinrpl.y-be‘ regarded |

as an act purchaseed by & certeln quentity of.clerets. and sauterns'-___:"-__ﬁ_g-:;;_
properly placed with of'ficials of our government. Men heve told met',_
the amonts they paid from time to tzme to malntaln such 1ob’oy. That
is the general estimate of our government here not a pleaeung one o

to a consul wvho is proud or nid l:oves his country. __ S

Now there are three ways out of the comphcation: vhich can
be taxen: | . _. | s

1l--Allov me to answer Mr Gourd's f&lse statemente just es open.-
ly as the Depertment published and enﬁorsed them. There is no. dan-
ger of the French govemment ob;ject:n.ng f‘or they know that ii‘ I were
without official restraint vith t.he informat:.on I have :m my hands
and the hearing I am &ble to command I could make th:.ngs lively,":i_'er
the wine-trade, especially. 4s & fact the w:v.ne-trade of France 1s in
a bad Way because of the fbllowing conditions.rulf SR e

(a) Becsause compet1t10n between manuf'actured w:.nes (v_'ns S

tifsf and vins naturel) is so sharp. (b) Because this competition

has left immense stocks-of wine (va.ns naturel) on hand whet are

year, (d) Beceuse the export of‘ vins




to print two 1ines of anythlng I mey'vntte on the subject for every

line of comment they have made or may meke. Taken altogether this

gives me room for & volume,end I have two years 1n.whlch to use it.reft,;
I can,in this way send two or four columns to one journal anﬁ enp: oy
tirely different matter to another. I heve no doubt Mr Gourd would |

be glad to retract if he realized the fect. Of course 1t was fun '

for the New York French Chamber of Cemmerce te get peer Pressley

thumped for telling the very thlngs now. openly acknewledged and to

power to kick does not end with removal. The actmon of the govern-ul?
ment will be regarded as tying my hands and 1nv1t1ng them to kick
. : | | ..m _ ._ __._ ‘.
I112--There is anothsr way'in-whieh'the ﬁattertmight:bé.éeéiiyhffie
honorbly &nd pleasantly edjusted If the Department can flnﬂ &8 way e
to me&nifest in some Spec1a1 manner contlnued confldence 1n the COn-ee"f
sul at Bordeaux,it would put & stop to the whole thlng. Slnce I ﬁmlrfriz
forced the G;ro to publlsh the answer to M.Esclavy ahﬂ the reac-i{f'
tion attending it set 1n,the matter of the “Centennlal Consulate' :Er:
has come up and has attraeted much and favoreble cemment especial—ulti

ly in official circles.

So,if the government could see 1ts way to a d1stinct and posi"z




Now, that in add;tlon to thla there comes.the othertnotabieﬁw
fact that this city has had for one hundred consecut;ve years
dmerican consulate in peaceful operatlon 1n its borders--they nat-n;;;&
urelly look for some recognition and in.my opinion they deeervesit.f.
and it would be the best possmble international pollcy to accorﬂ it S
quite regardless of‘myeelf. If 1n connection'with any other recog- \
nition of this fact that might be deemed appropriate this vas made

a8 Consulate-Generel,it would be regarded with a favor we Americans

cen hardly eppreciate--not on my account nor as a matter o:[' materiaé

advantage to any one,but because a Frenchman,thrlfty as he may'be--rfnfiﬁ

at least a Gascon--does appreciate a compliment above a dollar. To

know that the American government had marked this event 1n.such aefffff

permanent form,would meke every man 1n the ten departements proud”fkfﬁfJﬂ

and happy. I cannot explaln it. We in the_United Statee have very{ffirfaf

"Consulat Centains! Vive 1'AmeriQue!? I have seen 'A bas 1 Amerz-ffe-rfi

cains," there several times, but never before & good word.,It 13 a}ﬂffa*Jf

good time to read the popular thought.:ﬁ;n7¥¥j{“f1“r°it"

waikdd do more to awaken.good Wlll and promote Amerlcan commerce

with this cur;ously sen51t1ve people than almost anythlng else.:nafé

'big-head. While 1 am not well ritted fo“'

_plieh1ng;eive5f




I

consideration in view of the fact that an incldental allu51on,

which was however 1;terallg and demonstr&bl;;truefinduced the De-{;ii

fail to make some p051tive end graceful recognntion of the fact

that an American consulate was the flrst in history to ettaln onejj_’ffr

with this opportunity to 1ny1te the attentlon of the world to the

permanency of our 1nst1tutlons the personal wishes or d951res of

the consul are of little moment. Of course 1f the Department assures f;

-fice my honor for my - country as 1 have ever been to give her my
life. It is only upon such assurance however that I can. waive my ‘ 7:7?
claim to vindication, . B Beeale s ' :

I nelther demand nor d931re & publlc recanxation.by the De-}fﬁi
partment of its publlshed stetement in regard to my report t;ough

the contents of such stetement are wholly untrue.:Such publicat?ﬁn :

would necessarlly be detrzmental anﬂ embarrassing to the AdminSstr




that I not only have been very care:

but that if forced to do So,am not Witho

The necessity of sending this

Consul ‘of the United Stetes of imeri

: Borde aux,F anc






