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SIMON WALKER SAY

PLEADING FOR A LIPS

GOVERNOR LEE COMMUIES THE SENTENCE. -

EDITOR MITCHELL S MIDNIGH‘I’ CRIVE,
R Thrilling Narrative --- ’mln §teanger Than Fletmn

SivoN 8. WaLkER, the 15 year old Colored boy diil not hang General
Fitzhugh Lee. Chief Execurive of Oild Virginia stood between him and”™
deati:, “nd saved him. Itisa loog story. It will be'remembered that
Lditor Joho Mitchell, Jr.. upon secing in the daily papers a statement
that a 15 year old colored bm,' charged “with criminal assault upon a white
“wirl was to be hanged at ("hest’erﬁeld C.H,,Va , Aurust 30,1889, thought
it would he a shame upon the State, a dlsgrace to-the commonwealth to
allow a child of that ag= to hang. With no knowledge save that furnish-
e by the newspapers, never having seea the boy or his. parents; he had
the papers made out and August 23rd left by the K & A. R. R. for Dag-
wer's Springs, Va., which is near the Weast Vuﬂ'tnm line, found Governor
T itzhngh Lee, secured ay order from him giving a reprieve of 30 duys and

on the day before the execution was to

o take place, Mr. Mitchell delivered the

F'.' reprieve to the Deputy Sheriff at Ches.
terfield C. H.

The Editor had traveled over 500
iuiles in this trip for u life. As the Gov-
ernor wWas away from Richmond, Walk-
er’s last chance seemed to lay in a per-
sopal visit to the chief executive. The
arcount of this trip was published in
the PLANET of August 31st,

Editor Mitchell exumined the gal-
lows, which had been built, and saw
the coffin which Mr. B. H. Frith was
just completing. Onply a white spot

GALLOWS, remained.

The day before, the condemned boy had been measured for his shroud,
Walker claimed then and has al ways asserted his innocence. He did not
testify in his own behalf.

The 30 duys expired beptember 27th. On September 19tk Editor Mitch-
ell called at the Governor's Office, and requested another 30 days respite.
He had an informal talk with the Gov- _ AN _
ernor who said that if certain facts -
could be established he would not con-
sider he case against the boy. Edi-__|J
tor Mitchell leit for Petersburg, secur-%
ed the pames of five witnesses and re-
turned to Richmond. - - . .

Calling at the Governor’s Office, he s
learned that the Goveérnor "had left ~ * ' *3IMON’S COFFIN,
the city, the whereabouts his private
secretary Mr, McLeod refused to divulge. In conversation with him he
formed the,.opinion that further action on his . part’ might preju

_»Em%e aything tor si eh Y] de gs tht: 7Per

ta - ‘Be"’_"!fa& ‘ﬁmt-
1! ﬁdfy . _“,!yfﬁeﬁna _:_

‘over

"3Chesterﬁ 1d* C“nnﬁy Wwith mud'a
' son: He Iea eﬂ‘thérb t’h t’he haa '
M 'Mitbhell'*hatl 10 rot t __
-searcb Ta.vraltmg"hls- TFiva N =
1 My Robintot stated tha! ehdﬂgapént hif “tirde diid' means oh the béy.

“He had knowi' Inm rori ' ¢hildlidod and took an’ detive interest i the
ase, “I have'n “h“bbut the sameage a1d'T do " ptFnow
pnisfortunemay befs llfln"l. "_* Be' hgd:observed ‘tha a_repneve had.ﬁ

' m;ian he!t.h(’mgﬁt someiothei- liwyeérhad been ey ga

~edin the cabo: Mr ‘Mltchell“assumaﬂh 1t 'to'the' contrary xplam Ng how
it was. . He. tdld him he Qesired” him to ‘take wp his case: ME:Robinson
replied that it was almesttoo: Jaté;he did not ses what could well be
-done,.as itiwas then Wednasdays aﬁ;emoon and the boy was to be«hanged _
:theniollwm Friday A gl Foar L g B .

Mr.;Mmchen, tpld hzm woxid! engage hun a.nd sta.nd personallyﬁ respon—- -

sible for the expense. He desired him t6 write-a letter to Governor: Lee - :
-whom :Mr.. Miteliell had-learued froin the -hewspapers- was at Natural =

idge, ¥a.: Mr; Robinson wrota.the, letter. saking: {0 & reprieve upon the-
. %Onpds -of newly:. dlpeoraxed ipvidence :and Editor Mitebell 06k it to the
eseern, Union;Office and. telegraphed it:to Governor Lee. .Coming overr
he:gecurad; the services of James H. Hayes; Esq . and got- h:m
.tqnlgotelegrap” Gov. Leefrom Richiniond.: Gov Lee tel
Rabtnaon. and;. Hayes; : it
Uﬂﬂt me. 1’3 ﬁboy wa

‘ bn Gov ‘Lee atxhis Manalon at 8 P ML T}ey romamed
_ ther:e untll nea,rly 10 o'clock when the ey came.overto the PLANET office.
_ beamng a.réprieve for two weeks, The instructions: were: thatnas 1t was,:

‘A’ MATTER OF TIFE" AND*iJEurE”

! %to be dehvered” bv a trust orthy messenger a4t Ch‘é‘s erﬁnld €. H S
by the next morning’:* My, Mitchiel'took the reprieve and.told t?he gentle-
“men that it-would be placed there'iii the hands of the: Sheriff -
Chesterfield C. H: is 16 miles from Rlchmond by the road= ay Every R
train had left ‘and there was 116 - “WAY to get thére save to walk or drive.
. After oné otlhier nefiectiial’ attempt. "he proceeded
-E: Jones; 500-W . Leigh-St. “ Doctor; I'want vour
Chesterfield €. H., befora to-morrow mornmg
was his. greetnng ‘The Doctor - had just gotten
‘call: - Mr. Mitchell thréw the feprieve on the'des
‘he, **1 would rather pay for a'horse from
‘horée &o-out ou'such a nighit a8’ this - bitt in'suc
Tllet’you have hini,”. He went out to the s‘ba.ble,
-and put the hairness ot his. horee, - .y
1 haven't'any bugey light én h for You SaRr: “That’ :
a]l"” right,” was the rPPl“-‘ - My Henry Cook bl one and Lknow kel let
-mé haveit,” Editer ﬂv
Mr ‘Goalt’s “placs- bt - Hiisilea much hammermg on the d
arcussd M/ 60k, ana all'of 'th¢ fainily. e/ madé‘his msmn
"“Cef'ﬁal‘nly yoit'can g | ird the.’ oy do‘n’t !md*“‘%q
O

2 )

y was 'rm‘ff"%‘ HHo Workb hitehed-tip, Add m:a_....o
waack g he Mayol's Bridige le2dliR fhta M \_ :
”lﬁ“hl ell it overd) %é efoty Tﬂ%ﬁf&m '“ﬂﬂa Yodd

-rddiithe: daﬂt s ddinié‘é‘ JD%% G iiﬁ’ dﬁ’thﬂ‘“h‘éa*vy rai’ﬁ“ﬂ ﬂae roaa was

(euadi

itchie lj Pﬂgrldﬁ» of the hotsé aldrode down to



aflei' -

a

ba.dand muddy Th‘“ df‘ﬂ“i‘ﬂnf ;. | L L SR - S
“to enquire the way.. Toebayi e.itsnl SRR R winihE the t 4 1, looked .up J

b Skon. ay o, Ot diiay aroused euough (o wsy thet they showld | © *WiDing the teacs.frop the pobleheurted

In the darkness they missed. - 8:30 a, m. Friday morniig, Mi

Mitchell aroused g white family.":A-gentlem 1 egameé to; the doon. Upor

enquiring the way to Chiester C. H.; he said, ‘' Why you: L-miles.

from Petersburg and 12 miles from Chesterfiel C. H.” Tu ‘ ses G

head in the direction- from whence they bad e.al-. -

quiry. Driving 5 miles, as the first. streaks of de

selves, juinping over buskies the ‘Editor: enquire

he saw. curls of smoking issuing. -A.

“Take that road at the top of.

try. It is seven miles from he

that road and did not check re

ed horse stopped.in the yard.of.th

had been set over the boy:: Thrée white men ‘armed With dot : :

shot guns marched to and fro before the jail, while & étring was extended -
in which the ondemnéd Walker =

b
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to keep.any one irom approacliing the-cel
wagconfimed; -« * oottt Ll ORI
b kind hearted but christian jailer, Mr. P:'Si Cheatham'later rea

reprieve. '« It's-all right,”-was-his laconi¢ remark: - Lter;a body of men,

o white and six colored filad ap:to the jail * They-lad been-assigned to
guard Simon Walker to the'gallows: which-had been- built-in an open-field
nearly a-quarter of a mile distant. - Both the Editor and Joha-Cook were . -
cold. Jdumping from:the buggy: to make enquiries, making their way
through the wet graes had wet them to their knees.~ Later, Sheriff Gill ar-
rlved. . +*Is that Mitchell 27" tie was hieard o enquire of one of his depbties.
Later Mr. Mitchell laughisgly went up-to him shook bands at-thesame:
time informing him that hejfeaméq thiat he was oue of thébest ‘tnen in‘the
country.. The Editor talked -aleo to the- jailer and actibg deputy -sheriff
S. P. Cheatham who snid; I teillked to Simon about praying. - He seemed
moreconcerned than he haseverbefore. Heseemsnow to beéomipg to real:
He spokemournfully.. Mr. Mitchell laid before him the .
jon. It was not done to ¢ondone crime. 1f Simion was-
e T ilty, he should be pubnisbed. He
simply  desired anotber method of ad= .
* rhipistering it. -The boy was too
. young to realize the enorsuty of the . ¢ i
-~ offense; with which he stood charged. . - U Potersbure,
‘Later, accompanied. by §Sheriff .¢ il - them. I]:"I%

2 R\ acting Deputy Sheriff Cheatham, Edi- 7 their signatores.
=] tor Mitchell entered Walker'acell. - - 4 - ~out of tﬁ;é'- “}1.;":“8-

On the wall wasa ¥ g e "R OT e Le

d ‘wornen ‘whi
¢ith. soot, fro)

- leaning’ agains
2, chubby hand

of sadness,
that they ha
,that his tin
time the




"’ﬂ;ﬁﬂi d.‘nﬂ Mi“ Mlﬁ:hé] devbtéd P

¥ the' ‘¢ pesdie of the'ad)
ﬁ*Septe ; ber ‘

Simoh g Walker (colored) who is to Bis ha_ 5§ ;
next Friday ‘fora héinouy cfime; hias givell op’ d&! hopes o fy' furthex repneves
It is rumored-in-the County thatonthe duy of the exedution Bome' 6f Walker's’
iriends will make an a.ttempt to take hnn irom th Bhenif and ntht'refore the gmn‘ds
is to be mcreased : i e : : ;

o-da.y *sa,ys tha.t the law 1equ s - . g
an' execution is'to takeplace, and-if the’ collége desires:the body it-inust.be tm'ned

over to the college authorities. -1t is indsritood’ that-the.college has. inadd prepars

ations, to, obtain the body of Wa.lker immediately a,fter the execution,  There il -
be z gua.:d of about twenty—h\e on duty the ”&f 'of tion and ’probably
tﬁe da.y before o o ’

No rescue h&s een con Ei)l o {1 ﬁ th
satiod with Lawyer Robinson whd ufi “this’ ‘!',mi“bi hﬁd fﬁkén ch a'd
terest 1n the boy, he said, “Yes, I knew Simon from bis childhood: j
hé was:three years old, he and his'littlebrotlier would béalonein ‘a
shant‘y ‘i “ #he eounty’ and: thajr would hiave to ‘haddle: wgether t S
warm! "The neigbbors would give thein mea]’ahd“éther ‘eatables tciﬂ» eep o

them Trot starving and:they would'bake asheakesin the ‘dahes
felt a deep interentin'the boy all’ alony: He' nove i
of course when the'vade was aghinkt’ hih] _
. Thé' thirty days sdditionalg anted by
pire. - LaWw yer ‘Riébinson had i son idle.
who @xpressed” the- oplmon?that Walkir 6 ,1;," ‘ha
laid before-the Governor. Publie aanttﬁj‘e wis s6tting

boy’s favor. ! ‘Editor Mnfchell . ?in’é*:th' intereatof the: ]
case.’” The' axecutivn Was to “ke,.p‘]ace'F d‘&yt h:nst‘ “Thtrsﬂa}."

Tth mst ‘had-arrived and no news had’ bee “Facet
The editor: sought M1 James H: Ha.ye and 0'01;‘
out the resnig:” ke o

z ‘h 2 p#-;ifpni Ahet:
munization wit h.Mi: Robinanit and th f»ﬁhe-’a
would be in Richmo dat¢ P. M. Hé¢ woiild have th ppe and’
would give them to him when hé ca.me;' thytlv after 6'¢ 'clook M ‘Rob:
ingon enter ed thv-iohu‘e of tha PLMET "‘Tha 'Gove' : -

I Mvi Mi gghe}l pmceed :
“The Gp'"prno Vs aid thiattendant,
Ha left. this fariven; pancisomehe Rimon Wa
to theﬁPLA\l]uT oﬁme. they tead the ( commu

£
I

the month ‘of M&V. o
wiih thereupongentenied! toibe
that-heir adfit:subjett fof cldnva

Thevefora I;: Elzfznuau Ik, i(zove:-nnnofs s Gﬂ;nmmmamx briwitaeoha s

ity ;vested Juzme:haye commuted anghdo. hepeby commute:the said senteneaito n-

’ pmsonment mt e Pemtent.larj ior the t,erngqf ﬂmmg?wgﬂpg, qrdmthghc,' R

@

the ueud BrispREF. be chscharged; f nn 1mprnsonme1it at Al expu'u.hon_ oiusueh Col=!

o mubedt@ 9'~ j 1 Ll b i T CL VN L ST 20y ‘1‘5:«'_ <

Givenund mylyqf .And,
Tth day of gve v in. the yes,
o Rt Al

"___Elght

_ C Po;\mr\m Edl}

- zsecret;uuy of th

' ;nmrp d_nve

on uhear JOurnoar :
iHe, c,r_;mg out u

go over to Dancels and :

OUT; a1( Bta.tedatha.thr iohn;

in a.:'llt‘-..‘ '

| tle whlle. baid ed i ,moncermnfz that.

bog, . I know white riew who wergin faver ofh adgivg liin, what wow. are.

i, favor of.a commutation, Toe others £0 g0 fur as to say. he nought

1

_to be acqaitted. I am sorry Ican’t-give you better a,ccommodatmns,
_ sa.ld he, “but my fam:!v have’ tetired.’” boon

THE BOUND OF HOBSES HU()FS .

. were hea.rd and Mrm Dasce appeared At about 2:30 a. . the paity left o
“for Chesterfield C. H. Arriving there the sherifi sent My. Mitcbell to- -

arotise the ]a.ller, and tell him to bring the keys to Walker's cell. My, S,

-P. Cheathirti appeared. The guard lit 4 matel. Mr. Mitchell went. up.

. ¢ havejust-told Simon,”, “gajd hn‘f@hat*hl i gebitence ias been cominuted.

Slmon, do you know who this mablg.;:"“Yes ‘sir,” came from the dark "~ -
. recess of the esll. " L recng'mzed hiis voies.; “What i6 iy name?” *Mr.
Mitchell,” was the reply. «f.am athioasand times obliged 6 what you all

doneé - for- me.” “Itina hig diffsfence bhtWeen goinig to “the Pebitentiary

' and hanging; isn’t it.” Yes, 8iT, ” hereplied. - The tone of his voice indica=
- ted deep emotion. His thanks were given as though bis whole soul wasin =~
. .the task Happmess could not express hls;oy La.ter the Sher:ﬁ and the




jailer  came, l- The fire
second. Mr Cbe&tham

wagon and ra q.l HEE
kept ‘their places-f‘-bahm
He setured a° né.‘p*after
thoroughbred

At6:44 a.'m., the party rea.ched Mancheste Later they &rrlved i Rich

mond. 'The Sheriff bronght Simon'in “the PLANET{ Dfick _and thed: he was
takén torthe Rwhmond"’Photo,«i aph‘Gallery and’

Mr, J. C.'Farley.’: Another: style was taken ’byM ; 3 T

same gallery. The boyhad never hisen t' ,Rlchm ndbe Te: I‘T

py. Persons who saw hi ot & ¢

College authorities expected Wi dy 1 yo His father

thnught 'he was hanged on‘the 8th inst. ‘Editor Mitchiell has neéver ssen’

Walker’s father., Lawyer Bobinscn’s efforts were praiseworthyto the last’

derree. His ﬂuccmo in =°('11"n"£' th sighatures won the cags ‘ahd cbrnmcies
one of the most remarkable in the crnmmai annals of Vlr,e:lma

prieved from’ the gallows omn the'day befo J

to hang. *‘All’s well that ends well 7 s

- Democrats

R 3 —-Three Co!ored inen ahob 40 death amchanhston «Migd:; :
. D?? 11 ——Colored men hanged and—masted *’neal‘@wennhoro,zitla., _' -

In dxscussmg the outra.ges in Lomsl

-__"23 1887, Senator W. £. GHANDLER, of |

of the RiCHMOND PL anET: The followmg is i

. “Aug. 24, 1888:

~ MR. CHANDLER PHE Rlcxmom) PLANET, ‘Joun Mrrcnm._' F"Jr. Edutor :
hias been keepibg an acéount of the lynchings of colored men in- the Setth,..

and I find this listin the PLANET of of July 21,1888, which:I will send to
- 'the desk. and. which ceraa.mly afforda, encouragement 40 the Negroes for

voting the Democra,tm mcket for the murderers of theae \’egroes were all :

- . N UMBER OF PEBSONS LYNCHED
| ul 26,—Reuben Cole at Surry Court: House - -~ -
: Oét 28,—Colored Boy, Ca.rpenter Station Tenn 5
- Parish;!
Hu,rt Opehka,,,
16 —Ha.rnson Scott Mexmo,M

o b QT o P B

bo Go oo




' - Bean; Texag
2 """ Nat Mathame B
0- ll ¢

PP

“ 18’-—Eh Davis, ]
“« 20, —Two Colo

M&y %};_—-D;ane Sale, Dan ' {% * & w

& 13‘,—Coloi°éd'wém _
» 13;—=Allen Sturgis, -
Junell_r—;Dla.me Fos

1
22
2
O
1
o
S
1
3
2
1
-1
1
2
s b
1

) —Magruder, Fleteher _()na,m,oek
o T. ° 3,—Mack Francis, Lebanon, Va.;
T st g4 s 0olored man-on Bayou: Deslaard near Monroe La G
' 15,=George. Dlgga" Hempstead, Te\as Lo :
1 =Colo L

o b

M i i 15
awHHEMMH&'ﬁHPmQTffﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂmeﬁf?” I e

Walnut (:rove ‘Ala;,
20 -—Wm W1Il:ams, ﬂogged nearly to de&th near. Popular Grove, :
e Arkansas, e o C
27 ~Colored man at Port. Huron, Mzeh '
y —Huey and Cornelly riddled with bullets and bodles torn to i
R shreds at Tangipahos, P&l‘lﬂh _La iy (MO offence); SRR
' i Forbé , Nottowl_ , ; . -

. o v . . : By - i i :_:' " o : _ ok} a g ULy ‘_“ ; -_O “-5 I ng §M 38, |
17,~Two colored inen b Hava bl Juig e R -AIFGH a '{l‘fpf Vﬁle,f'?a,
21 mf‘olored man g: e R e ot 91 =sAndy Cludwell a.lunatw at Rockton_ C.,

26 Bruce Younge " whbalt swicbawpd — e o R e 1_4 —Andy Mcnght Pen, Rldge,S C, body__,ddled mth bullets

glagsd, ® ewaghee e o T oo T T Tl T R ma(gig(-}ra.veya.rd«* i SR _

25 --C lorad t DR Rt S RN T PERER - ~=Rosémond Cormriier an 'i_“l'g ter : S

31 _H'Lglfmﬁ’g"-’ . SN LA DR PR | "Colored boy lynched for not:-‘takmg oﬁ hls hat ef St. Mar-
Aug. 31,—Archer Cho auiiel Mol R DRI AT SIS S . tinsville, La. i
Sept.  2,—Henry and- Oy 0 e T % ' LP '
et 3, ~Willimm Jew

o

e £

F'-iH~1;-lf-_i-- RO r-u-u—u-sw _ r-a.-* -
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ettt

——Toseph a.nd Gdbe Webbt;er’nezrrb Pan ierton Plantati

—James Kellyat Paris Kyttt ‘
25, «* o ® % Dayhear Waynesville, G

-—Mouse, a colored man shot i >

30, —John Turner, Fa, yet,be

" =Colored buy TeRF Boy_
woman shghtl ‘
w1t.h bullets

—wColored boy fear Atlanta _G' ;
—-Co]ored men La,ﬁore Count Mls

’ —Walter Asbury, Pooler, G
—Louis Mortimer, ¢ arged
near Clarks s M
—Sol Purnelt'at Winona; Miss; s
:t. 25,—Joe Hauriel; Columbub, MlSB o
“« 13 ,—William’ Moore Jessup, Ga:,
3,-—~0wen Anderson‘--L’eesbur
21,—Robert Blaiid, Prince Geor i
26 ——Colored boy: meolnton Gawy o T
—Robert Biggs -Lake Vlew Tenn.; ©
26,—Peter Johnsou; Billy Hopps, Albert Harper Dan Ja.cobs
— -Calvin,—=Fluett:- ":"‘:Shuler ‘and three unknown _
colored nien at Jéeasup, Ga.; ' 10
23,—Ripley Johnsoao, Mich#®l Adams. Peter Bali; Rafe Norrel] '
Hugh Furge, Hudson- .I_ohnson Robert Phoenn, o
J udge Jones at B&gnwell,_ 5. C., : _ o

T P e —~ i A

et l—‘i-‘

Number of persons lynched

““Shall this barbarity contmue unt_ bhe Gocl of' ref it
strength against the ba.l ba.rlans P e






