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j | CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES '_ﬂn/gtﬂf:,:iﬁ
| OF AMERICA. %.7 2L 1] Z :
To M.Las£¢!¢> o

vice-President de Tribunal Civil de Bordeaux.

Mon51eur,le V1ce~President. -

B | "I have the honor to 1nrornn you.?'ﬁ
that on the loth day of April last you authorlzed a writ of sais;efgageJ“ :
erie,directed against me as Consul of the United States. L

As the result of such ordanance,the hussier Rousse with a ébmp;éyf"j:
of people in attendance upon him,ceme to the villa Trocadero at Ar6§? '
chon,vhere 1 at that tlme residequa& for some monthi/h&&—resrde&, i
where a great part of the business of my office was done and its records.{ f§

kept;and -being denled afmission or leave to execute said ordonnance by

the seizure and dlstralnt of my property in said v111a,procured the assi¢" §
sistance of the commissary of Police of Ar, ‘¢achon,and forced &n entrance;ii-é
to the samq,by the exercise of violence against the person of the Consul/

uttered insulting lengusge against the Consular flag Whlch'was duly dis- :;l
played over the main entrance of my dwelling,examined the consular rec&ﬁbb_?_

and property,egainst my protest,resistance and denial of their rlghtx so-; E

to do. W‘/

I have the honos\to submlt -
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1--That the issue of a writ of distraint against a COnsul of the

P e e————

PRI

Uni ted Sigtes of America,withoyt notice and upon e7£arte evldenceonlg;ff;f"ﬁ

a4 : ST
is ﬁé(fiolation of consular rights according to the common law of nationg. 3

o--That by the trgaty of February 234 1853,betveen France and the -




. | -“(2) B gl |
United States"i?(s expressly provided (Artlcle IIS& that such COnsul may

place” the fleg of his country cver the door of his awelllng and shall en

44
tiong.

consular offices and dwellings shall be 1nviolable,(b) That the local aa R |

thorities shall not invade them under any pretext.(c) That 1n no case

shall they examine or seize papers thereln dep081tedf'

?. France in the United States.
Because of these facts,it becomes my offlclal duty to suggest to

you--

¢

defend and show as I woulcﬁgave’dcne the fraudulent character of the

of the United States for the Consular Dlstrlct of Bordeaux Wthh dlstrlc

embraces the ten departments of southwest France 1n elther one ef whlch

3.-By article III of said conventlou/lt is prov;ded (a) That the -

1--That the issue of such a writ witﬁout nﬁticé'6rfbpp0ftuhitylt6fz'

L

I had & right to have a"dwelling," the undlsturbed enaoyment of Wthh 1s"?

guaranteed to me by the exequatur of the Reeubllc of France

with the execution of your mandate, in forclng an entraﬂce 1nto my dwel- _"

11ng,exerC151ng violence against my person,exemlnlng the papers and re- L

nance.,

z.-The contemptuous allu81ons made by the Commlssary of Pollce and

“the huissier against the flag of the Unlted States hanglns
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of the consular dvelling while engegea in executlng said ordonsnce thougﬂ:.

er and armed with the mandate of the Trzbunsl.._?}- B
R S A

Beleveing these violations of treuty—rlghts to heve been 80 far asj- 1

the action of the Tribunal was concerned the result of 1nadvertence rath—-iﬁf

er than any unfriendly purpose ,and. belng &x:guxldx desirous to report 1tfi"

culiarly deleterious,l stated in conneotxon.W1th”my prelimlnary report
that I had filed e formal protest with the President of the Tr1bunnl and.«eQT
the Prefet of the Department or the Gironde.“In response to this formal é ;]T
protest the President of the Trlbunal courteously informed me thet the .
ordonnance having been xxuxnxna validated by your ectioq,any monement ;
looklng to its revocation must proceed under your 1nitiet1¢n1&- “
This being the case, 1 beg to. Suggest whether t

not to annul said ordonnance by a decree of the Tr1bunel of equel dlgni-c””

ty and formallty and also to formally disavow and condemm the actlon.of  ff"?
the officers charged with its executlon in,v1olat1ng the consular dwel-‘;'"

1in5,u31ng cersonal violence to. the consul ant examlnlng papers ana recc"

cords of the consulate, there deposited.-
In adopting this course my action has been eSpeclally :n:”if'“'
commended by the ambassador of the Unlted States at Paris as being of a;hsaf

character calculated not: only to preserve amrgble relatlons between the fl

twvo governments but also to avoid 51v1ng unnecessary publlclty to an act




law oY with any regard for treaty-rlghts. Not having nlenﬁhry powers E:

I am not authorized to discuss the 1nc1dent except 1n.wr1t1ng[and can on==ﬁ3-g

factory. C - c,
Permit me to suggest therefore M.le vlce-Bcaltnent whsthsr the for-“
mel annulment of S&ld ordonnance the dlsavowal of any purpose to assert

such jurlsdlctlogrand the express condemnatlon of the acts of the gffi- o

fully accord. Having been for many years the Pres;dent —judge of a courtffjff'
of Superior jurisdiction ‘and belng st111 a professor of 1aw 1n one of -
our great universities, 1 thlnk I am not assumlng too much in saylng that
such action on the part of an American_tribuﬁal mlght be. assumed as a ma;, f;f
ter of course. ’;ﬂ,ﬁh_{f_7-_*-"'"

Hoping that you may find your dn$¥=£o-be in accord W1th my sugges-
tions and that 1 may recelve at an early day,duly certlfied coples of N

such reaparatib action,l beg you Mon51eur 1e Vlce Pr981dent my s

6f the very highest considerationy




Because of this you will percelve M. le Premdent that I cannot en_ g

-t

ggge "in anythlng like a prosecutlon"f the h;1‘31er Rousse. Indeed I

have no de31re to do S

sulted in the over zealous. performance of a. requlred duty; I can only

suggest to the authorltyemhlch 1ssued the order what was the resultlng

affront and leave it to their sense of obll atlon to a frlendly power

. to rebuke 1t in such miézer as to th

the pleasu

nost amicably and pleasantly closed.

It is for this reason, that 1 do not see my way clear to act upon
your suggestion in regard to maklng complalnt to the
publique of the conduct of the hu1551er.:1 do not seek hlS punlshment
see Tit to administer, Should it dir 3,u hln +o Salubp tho fl 5 e 1n—'

CarePul dbout agaln s

committing such offence, It se

~ g grave discourtesy to the Trlbunal ;bould I dema - annother de“Ch 6 -;f-

of +the governient the punislsent of 6ne encubed 1n the executlon of an

£
oxder lethPd to_him i XPP tlv ']ff;ceyy_wwjjijﬁjfégie J"ff;gij
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- - . R =P “'”'fr;1 i3C;ff”f-ﬁ, "*fff ""Luifjf"'ffgf”f
Tribungl,not doubting that,th'yawlllfgranﬁﬁsuchrforma}:disavb fean

M th such gracious cendor sduitted to be extra-juridical,wd

and cdininister such rebuke to the huissier as. the exceptional character =

of the act may require.

I am,Honsieur,le President;etc.






