Mayville, N.Y., llay 8, 1807.
Pear Sir:

I hoped mtil the laét moment. to be able to attend the ser-
vices at the dedication of the tablet in commemoration of Uiss kilé
bourne's work in connectlion with the Erie liigh School. IHurried prep-
aration for a prolonged absence makes this impossible.

I am sure that no monument that could be erected to her memory
wortld have becn so pleasing and satisfactory to Miss XKilbourne as this
token of appreciation of the work which was the life og\herllife. Pu-—
ring the thirty years of service as a teacher in the liigh School, neam
1y all her vacations were cassed with us, and‘no one who_did not knowx |
her occupation during thonse vacations éan fully appreciate her deve-
tion to her work. Her custom was during each year to keep a memoran-
dumm of the subjects that demanded investigation in connection with her
duties. Cf these. she selected those of most pressing importance, and
gave her vacation in the main. to looking them wp. By this means, she
was rractlcally always engaged in her work. The range of her investi-

e At dpand
gations was very great and some of them. have seemed but remotely con-
nected with the duties devolving upon her. But they xere the outcome
of’ exrericnece and left her at the end of each’year'a-vacation better
rreparcd for the next year's worj. If‘I were to attempt an analysais o
of her character. I shoul@ say she was the most remarkable instance of
embodlied conscience I have ever known. Her dut? ‘was never coﬁplete

untid she had done the very best she could for each and every pupil.

Her interest in her scholars was{fairly) hardly affected by her regard

for them as individnals.




Mot infrequently those who had given her the mnst tiouble and seemed
to be the least likely to reward partienlar attention and care were
the subjects of her most earnest consideration.. Not seldom were we,
whose lives yere gladdened by her elose association. importuned to
make suggestions as to how this or that one who had not made the pro-
gress they should, might be stimlated to better endeavor in the fu-
ture. 1In some cases. we learned afterzards that good results followed
others we never heard of again.

As a teacher, it seemed to me. her work was always concrete arnd indi- .

vidual. She never cared rmrich for theory and put little reliance in =

wholesale methods. She was never fond of redagogy with science. Each

pupil was a distinet factor in the problem *How shall my work be done?
:gmy duty as a teachrer performed?* This she always tried to solve,
not by general rile or some theory applicable to all, bﬁt by making
each one of the wnknown quantity in a separate equation. It is this
amazing conscientionsness which counted the least duty as important as
the greatest and would not permit her to rest until it was performed.
and this individuwalizing of her thought. by which each pupil was in
turn the pivol on which her thought mmg, zhich gave her such rare
success as a teacher. She did not try to attain average results. Thé
fact that her elasses reached a certain standard did not satisfy her.
She was content only when she felt that she had done the best for each
mdnd entrusted to her, or induced each one to do the best for himself
or herself that it was possible for her to do or to stimmlate the pu%.'

pil to do. This fact made her‘influence a potent-one.on a vast number

of lives. Each pupil felt that Miss XKilbourne labored not for her owxn
aredélfarcadfandeBeonnointbhecokresashuptienvhonsohapge . rofhene Aueddn-




eredit or advantage. not to secure a high average. but.fof_#ﬁé.?éiééﬁ%:f'”
al welfare of each one in the classes under her charge."inéée.&ﬁaiié .
ties did not permit her to counienance or excuse Poor work. Rhadamaﬁ—u 
ttus nimself was not a more inflexible judge. No fondne§s fbr oﬁe 6r
lack of rersonal intefest in anbther; could inducze her to_vary the
least fraction the verdict pronounéed uron the work of each. Her judg
ments may not always have been true. but fhey were the trﬁest and most
correct she could formmlate. Unsparing in her demands upon herself,
she Zdemanded the samerrigor in performance of others.

Her love for trmth and sincereity overpowered all other consider-
ations. Towards other weaknesses she was tolerant to an extreme. It
mattered little who or zhat one might be. if they were sincere they
had her regard. Wealth. poverty. or ﬁower never flexed her;Judgments
or made amy difference'in(her assiduity. But insincerity,'ﬁréféﬁée;'

falschood. in any form she could not endure. As a friend. she was

singularly affectionate and forbearing. If she was ever anyone's enemw . . -

it went no farther than the most guarded statment of doubt as to their

gincerity.

Iler life was devoted. to a remarkable extent. to the happiness of

others. In this, as in her professional work. her tendency'was to the ,*“”'W

concrete rather than the abstract. She had little interest in great,
moverents. What are termed reforms or humanitarians worka’in mass*ap;

realed to her sense of justice. but she Bad 1little of the tendenc? so

frequently met with among those of her intellectual character,-——thf53f 5

desire to set the world right. Her relatives. her»friends,“nqrggh ¢

her pupils. did not bound her sympathies. but'thé#Qaﬁ%brbéi mos




her activities.

As a Christian.






