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A GLANCE BACKWARD AND A GUESS AT THE
- | FUTURE: = .
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The study of the silver question does not seem to be end- Egc-e.;
ed, although on the 3d of Nove}tlnl;er, nearly foufrteep mtl- ﬁl’e ew __
lion voters cast their ballots with the intention of trying to % *- e e RS S
seytle the issue. OQur allied army met another and more En?)%e:st; g’:&‘gﬁ g;eauﬁgggagﬁr Hae 5 2
numerous allied army at the polls and we were c_lef(_eatcd, Em caid that whgn‘l’?;is'inéfék"-f) Eér%& 2 p’ip' o tot
not only by the popular vote, but also by the majority of § distingﬁi’shé d visitor. the stranger polite :
the states and the electoral vote. Although defeated we e » ger poiie
do not abandon the hope of success in the future. We feel
well assured that if there had been but one clean-cut ques- .4
tion to decide in the late election; that is, should silver be
restored to its old place by us independent of any other. g
nation, we would have won the victory. Major” Mc- 4 :

Kinley has been elected president on a platform pledging | Noawit standing all the tremendous odds aga

his party to carry out our wishes as to silver coinage, pro- i grganization and money, I believe that we lost

viding international agreements can be obtained. Not hav-  pecapse the people were not sufficiently grounded:in p

ing any faith in the probability of this being accomplished dice information on the history of the United States:coin- -
was a sufficient reason for many of us, imperatively de- 3ge and the main principle governing the use of coined
manding the immediate restoration of silver to its old place, hioney as a full legal tender. The firm maintenancé of -
to abandon the party that declared they would patiently {he equality of coins of each of the two precious metals; as
wait for the consent of other nations. Many, who did not  full jegal tenders, far outweighs the equality of the privilege
want anything but “the existing gold standard” and who g} offering bullion at our mints for free’coinage. - Sl
declared that under no circumstances would the use of the [jon, gold and silver are commodities, but as full legal ten
two standards of payment be desirable, have flocked to the der coins they are more than commodities, they are money, .
support of McKinley. They said, because they believed and as emblems of nationality they should be as sac

it, that there was no probability of any change. However, every loyal man as the stars and stripes! Hé who
hundreds of thousands, who have again and again put himself in the American flag and speaks contempt
themselves on record as specially hostile to “the existing of our standard silver dollar needs some special educati
gold standard” and who believe in a double standard, voted intrue.lo and patrigtism! . ° - - ey

;

and worked earnestly for the president-elect. . While it is
improbable that any progress can be made, during the next
" four years, towards the restoration of silver, yet it is not an
impossibility. -On our side we can do nothing but watch,
wait and protest against all backward steps.. The victori-
ous party have promised general national prosperity, and it

s riot becoming for @s to try fo crush this fréshly laid egg
before the bird, prosperity, is hatched! Should prosperity
cobhe, we will rejoice and confess our mistake, _

Many of us who voted for Bryan, gave him our support
while believing that a judicious protective fariff was in-
dispensable to our national prosperity, but look upon its
Genents as 2 mere sham, when compared with the protec-
tion that would Tollow the restoration of silver to its old
place as a legal tender under our flag, absolutely equal in
every particular to our gold coins. In fact to many of us
during the late campaign, while our opponents seemed to
make the free coinage of silver the issue of special moment
to contend against, we knew that the far greater issue to a
large number of them was a concentrated effort to prevent
the restoration of the full legal tendér power to the standard

silver dollar. We knew tham:;nm@_tzg_tgm_moﬂ '
t of all money, excepting gold, national bank notes

he.use y
and subsidiary comns! In other words, they wanted the
people to surrender, to private corporations werful

function of government, tie issue ol paper . Our
special alm was to restore to the silver dollar its full legal
tender power, exactly as it stood fromr 1792 to 1873, and
make it in this respect impossible and illegal to nullify-the
laws of the United States by contract. During this lon
period of eighty years in our history we maintained this
legal principle, that the standard silver dollars as wellas the
gold coins: “shall be a lawful tender in all payments what-
soever.” Contracts made since July 22, 1874, after the pas-
sage of the United States Revised Statutes, by section 3586,
which nullified this law, should not be interfered with.-
need new legislation for future contracts only. Lo
Comparatively few people fully realize that since Ju
1874, we have had no money under our flag,:
moneyv that could perform every function of mone
cepjing our gold coins. All other kinds of. 3
crippled as  legal tender by the restricti
Our standard silver dollarsare not on
by the exceptional ¢lause in the ]
contracts, but they have been-p

lting gold sta :

to closely ‘watch every move

should prepare for the next contest a b yrtifi

~with precise information so as’ to U it_éffectively.”The™
logic of events will do more to.educate than all argument.
But a_certain degree of education must-be reached before

the meaning of events passing before us.can be properly

comprehended. For instance, every one knows that there

has been an:enormous decline in prices since the general -
werld-wide discarding’ of:silver as full legal tender money- -
‘in 1873-74. We contend that part of the:decline in. prices

Las been exceedingly pernicious to mankind in’ general but
uite profitable to a select but comparatively small class.
-This event, the decline in prices, is unquestioned, but peopte
differ as to all the causes and also as to its effects.  People,
in general, wish to see the perniciotis part of this decline in

prices checked, although it is greatly to the pecuniary in-

terest of a small select class to have it continue.

alone will not give us national prosperity; but we
that,events will show that national prosperi i
is a.delusive fancy. . ret Te

cannot be con

of our fello

Our problem is to remarry the divorced couple, gold and
silver, as the joint agents of valuation as of v old. . This"






