‘ Harvard .Publishing Company;

114 & 116 Nassau Street,

HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT. %w %June

Dear Sir:

We take pleasure in apnouneing that we have in preparation
an Illustrated History of the Afro-American Race in the United
States, dating from 1619, when they first arrived in the country, up
to the present time.

| The work will contain handeomely executed pictures of all
-prominent Afro~American Institutions in the United States, educa-
tional and oiher.

A very important feature of the work will be, Handsome
Plate Portraits and Biographical Sketches of many of the Prominent
Men and Women of the Race.

We enclose herewith the Preface, whiech shows the aim and
scope of the work, as, also a list of subjects which will be treated
of by the ablest men and women of the times.

‘ Should you desire to use any of this matter in your publi-
cation, you are at liberty to do so, in whieh case please send marked

copy to this office.
Very respectfully,

THE HARVARD PUBLISHING CO.
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i .;_-}followmg pages we: clearly 1ndxcate what that purpose 18z

WITH BIOGRAP' .,-CAL SKETCHILS OI‘ PROMINENT

MEN AND WOMEN

PREFACE

“The Afro Amemcan as . Slave and Freeman we are sure w1ll appeal to.a constrtuency as extenswe ag

civilization, because the subject -is one of interést 1o thoughtful ien everywhere, and -because -the tréatment: of it .
here is upon a scale never ‘beforé undertaken . in- Europe or. Amenca Every phase’ of the: hfe and hlstory of the
African in the United States from his mtroductlon 1nto the country, in 1619, to the present time; is tfeated in the

following pages by the most -compétént a horotighly eélaborate and scholarly SAE
manner, with an, abundance of. 1llustrat10n, whlch st command respect both of readers and ¢ritics; ‘becaiise it 18

not only a history of a racé still'in its Infancy, as freemen and crtrzens but because the story 18 told by.the meén and’
the women of that race—men and women who were, ih".a’ ma]orlty “of cases,.slaves, and who have secured the1r ;
education and the position they occupy in our national- hfe during the last thifty years. They answer the questlon
propounded nearly twenty centiifies ago:+Can any good thmg coine out of - Nazareth?” and the answer should convinicé =
that large number of Arneéricans who have- insisted, and wWho persrst in 1n51st1ng, that the African is fit only to be “a o
hewer of wood and a drawer of water,” that they were mistaken in-their opinions, however honestly entertained. - If

nothing more than this was demonstrated the publistiersof this work would feel that they have rendered a permanent Rt

service-to the: Repubhc, biit this is by no rieans all-that this work demonstrates ‘
the Afro-American is a fixed fact in o nat1onal life; as rnnch $0_as any. othet race element of our . populatlon and o
that, therefore, all schemes to colonize him of to ‘expatriate him afe not only v1sronary but permclous, bécause of the =
impossibility of perfectrng thein on the one- ‘hand afid-of fomentm ¢ anfest and dlscord on the othef. - 3

The influence which the Afro-American has exerclsed upon the "Constitation of ‘the Umted States and upon'- S

our natronal life has hevér béen snlﬁcrently undéerstood oF con51dered What our Constitution woilld have been
without him; what would have béen thé political and’ indusirial tendencies and, therefore; the present condition of
the Southern States with no slave populatlon to. deal with, are questxons purély speculatwe 1nterestmg biit forergn
to the scope of this work. - What. the (,onstrtutton is, a% aﬁected by the- question of African slavery, and what the

condition of the Southern States is, as affected’ by the same. mﬂuence, are matters of record and ate. cons1dered in : SEE

this work w1th the fuliness which their 1mportance justlﬁes

The part taken by Afro-Amencans m the War of the Revolutlon and in all the wars- waged thereafter by"_-,- :

the Republic, forelgn and domestic, It is crechtable to them.
from every point of view, and 8hows as concIus:ve
fought for it, as well as to _preserve the sacted utiion of the States
What the Afro-American has accomphshed gince the war, as a freeman
in the professions, as a wealth prodncer and constifter—occupiésa great deal of. the space of thrs work Perhaps 1o

* race in the history of mankind have imade a better showing as the resilt of three decades of freedom and opportunity.” _
Upon this point Mr. ‘Frederick Douglass has said: “ Do not Judge s by the helghts to whrch we have risen; but by” R

the depths from which we have been dragged ” T his is a mo

The  extraordinafy development of the rehgtous life of Afro-Amerlcans the astomshmg volume of church.'.::'_. -
property they have secufed, the number and the strength of their sectarian orgamzatzons have only- beén equalled inocl
the development of therr educatmnal ltfe. and the ‘number ‘of schools for their higher. education which have been: R

nd- are fed by the- admrrable pubhc ‘school system of the : country 2

If rehglon and educatlon are the pr1nc1pal bases of a noble manhood and’ strong cmzensh1p, then we thlnk that we' - R

show in this work that the present ‘condition of the race is- satlsfactory,

beginnings are. properly consrdered and that the future is full of _promise. Therr nunierous secret and benevolent -

societies and their home life further illustrate and empha51ze this. important phase of the guestion:,

- We submit. “The Illustrated Hlstory of the Affo:American: Race,” with Brographrcal Sketches of the: Prornlnent. i

 ‘Men'and Wotiien, to the’ readmg public; ﬁrmly conviticed that the work':'-has'a well deﬁned purpose and that in’ the
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