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" A Bevers Indictment Based on Absurd |
Statements NMade Before Convesi-
tions iz Englend—The Col-
orsd Race in Missouri.

A "
Bpecial Dispatch to the Globe-Democrat. :

JEFFERSON CITY, MO., June 16.—An at-
tack on the Southern States, published in
the “Daily News,” of L.ondon, has brought
forth the following lettér from Gov. Stone
to that paper:

Executive Office, Jefferson City, Mo., U. 8,
A, June 15, 4.-~The “Dally News,
London: Some one has sent me & copy of
your lasne of May 16, 1884. On the fourth

age i1s an editorial, wentitled, *“American

orrors.” It is stated that at the May
meetings In London of the Baptist Union
end the Congregattonal Union resolutions
proposed and seconded by certain reverend
doctots had been adopted expressing *‘grief
and horror at the wrongs done to the col-
ored people of the Southern States of
Americn by lawless mobs,” ete. It also ap-
IEem‘s that a Miss Ida Wells was presented

efore the Britlsh Women's Tempetance As-
goclation, and ‘‘gaove an account of horrora
that had occurred under her own notice,
and said that in 138 lynchings, or
mob murders, last Near, only thir-
ty . of the wvictims had been
even accused of erime’” Miss Wells fa de-
acribed as a *colored lady from Memphis,
Tenn.,” and as the *“editor and proprietor
of & newspaper in Memphis who has bsen
exiled under a threat of mob violence for
protesting in her paper against these
erimes* It seems that she so wrought
upon the' British Women’s Temperance As-
sociation that a resolution of sympathy was
passed by acclamation, declaring, among
other thinFs. that ‘‘no exigency can Justify
the Inflletion of such forms of retribution,
even for crimes the most heinous.™ It is
also stated that *in some of the great §

“We are Informed that thése pro-
ceedings, or some parts of them, were had
for the purpose of “strengthening the
hands of Dr. Bradford and other Amerl-
cans who are appealing to public opinion
at home.”

NEGROES IN MISSOURI.

Taking these statements as a basia, and
gssuming them to be, true, you proceeded
in vour editorial comments to prefer a se-
vere indictment against all the Southern
Btates of the Union. Your paper has a
world-wide circulation, and the appearance
of this article in youg columns, especlally
in your editorial columns, is calculated to
do Immeasurable and most unmerited harm
to those against whom It is directed, In the
opinion of the good peoble of all Europe.
Missouri is not classed as a Southern State.
Geographically, it i3 grouped as a Western
State, RBut it lies right upon the border of
the Southern States, was one of the old
plave States, and has quite & large negro
population. I wish to state emphatically.
that negroes are in every respect as well
treated In Missourl as in Massachusetts,
or any other State. In this State I person-_
ally know that they have the same free-
dom of speech and conduct, and that they
enjoy the same privileges citizen~
ghip possessed by the . All
over the Btate by schools
are oprovided at public expense for
the education of colored children, and here
at Jefferson City is s college, erected and
.maintained by the State, wherein such of
these children as have completed the pub-
lic school coburse, and care to do so, may
progecute studles in the sciences, classics,
ete. The colored people are as safe under
our laws as the white, and there i3 no
privilege of the cltizen enjoved by the
whites that is not fully shared by the ne-
groegs. I Know this to be absolutely the
truth as to Misspurl. I do not hesitate to
say that what is true of Missouri i3 sub-
stantially true of all the Southern States.
I have been much through the Southern
Btates. T am well acqauainted with their

eople and familinr with their conditions.

e arrajgnment of the BSouthern BStates
by the organizations mentioned in your ed-
ftorial 18 unjust because wholly unwar-
ranted by the facts, The statement by Misg
Wells that out of 138 lynchings occurring
ander her own notice, only thirty were
even accused of crime, ig absurd; and equal-
Iy absurd Is the statement that she has
been “‘axiied under = threat of mobd vio-
lence for protesting in her paper against
these crimes.”

A PURE FABRICATION.

I have not a shadow of deubt that the
sntire statement of this “‘colored lady from
Memphis'" Iz a pure fabrication. I deny
[t with the same authority and assurance

that you wonrld deny a similar charge if
made against any bhighly reputeble com-
munity in England. Memphis is a large
city, and its people are cultured, humanse,
hospitable and law abiding. No such so-
e¢ial or public conditions exist, or can_ex-
ist, In that city. The story is absurd., It s
surprising that any ifitelligent person could
be found willing to credit the statement of
this woman that over 100 cases had come
under her personal notice within a year of
Innocent people belng murdered by lawless
mobs without even belhg accused of crime.
f the good ladies of the British Women's
amperance Assoclation will reflect some-
wwhat they can not fail to see that they have
been impesed upon. Equally has Dr. Brad-
ford, whoever he tnay be, and the “‘other
‘Americans who are appealing to publie
opinion at home,’”” whoever they may be,
have imposed upon the Baptist and Con-
gregational TUnions.. Is it not a little
strange that Dr. Bradford and his col-
teagues should “‘appeal to public opinfon at
home” by going away from home to make
these monstrous accusationa? .
What can be -the motive of this attack,
and what influence Is back of it? The peo-
te of the Southern States have been hold-
‘?ng numerous conventions recently with
‘the object of co-operating in advertising
on a large scale their wonderful remources
and in devising ways and mesne of attract-
ing capital and labor to ald in the develop-
\znent of thelr section, which is not nnly the
- richest in natural resources of any part of
the Union, but is unsurpassed by any sim-
‘tlar area in the world., There are (hose in
gsome quarters who look with apprehensive
and unfriendly eye upon this movement to
Lring the South Into greater prominence,
There mre those who for selfish and sec-
tional reasons, both commercial and polit-
%enl, .would resort to any means to retard
the rapid developmeqt of the Sonthern
Btates. In the “News” article, which I
am criticlsing, appears this expression:
#The Bouthern HStates are asking for both
Iabor and capital to develop their magnifi-
cent resources, and they will got nefther
il  order  relgns in thelr  cities,
Capital noks firs/ of al for
the supremacy of law, and labor will keep
away from districts where no sym athtzgr

«3tg to be met by an attack of this charao-
ter? Are the great newspapers of Europe
ta be used to keep Huropeary: oiiphtal Lrogn:
the Southern Btates? In my copjéctures as
t0 the motive prompting this attack 1 may
be at fault, but in my statement that the
reasons assigned for it are wholly without
wubstantial foundation I know I am literals
1y correct. In behalf of truth and justice;
mpeaking in the name of 2 Western State, I
ask you to Insert in your journal this de-
fanse of our Southern n%zhbora. Respect-
M. J. 8

1y, J. STON
. Governor of Mis






