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It is well known to the people of the
United States that Miss Ida B Woelis,
recently of Memphis, Tennesses, is now
and has for some time been delivering a
series of lectures throughout England and
Ireland. The purpose of these lec:ures
ig to arouse indignation abroad agsinet
the frequent barbaroas lynching of Afro-
Americans in the Southern States for
crimes of which they were not only not
conticled, but for which they were never
tried. Miss Wells assumed this course
of appeal to the English people to be
necessiry snd imperative by reason of
the indifference of the people of Am-
erica to crimes against bumanity, com-
mitted in ita own territory and upon its
own citizena.

In view of the fact that this action on
her part has been severely criticised by
the press of the North and has caused
ber character to be assailed by that of

_the South—notably by the Memphis
Daily Commercial—We, citizens of Bt.
Paul, members of the people in whose
behalf Miss Wells has unselfishly staked
all that a woman holds most deasr,
would speak a word in her defunse.

To manv of us Miss Welleris personally
gnown; to all of us, ier reputation has
long heen familiar. We are glad there-
fore of this opportunity to express our
bign esteem for her moral worth, our
admiration for the ability dieplayed in
ber great work abroad, and our gratitude
for the service she has rendered our
people. We also hope to add some
testimony in corroboration of that alreauy
given by Mies Wells.

The Memphis Daily Commercial, a
newspaper publisbed at Memphis,
Tenn., in its issue of May 26th 1894 has
an article brutally and indecontly attack-
1ng the character of Ida B. Wells. We
call attention to the fact that this attack
ie buat another of thoge crimes committed
by {what the Commercial declares to he)
“the most chivalrous and gentle men in
the wrld.” Crimes—.ccording to that
journal—'which grow out of the nobtest
sentiments pessible to men, reverence
for womanhood and respect for virtue '
The article referred to, containg a para-
graph quoted from the Free Speech, an
Afro-American newspaper at one time
published in Memphis. The paragraph
ia attributed by the Commercial to Miss
Wells, and,in connec-ion with her recent
utterances in England is made the basis

of ita attack upon her character. The
quotation is characterized as the “‘fou!
and slanderous tirade of a half-cultured
hater of all things Southern,’”” andis
cited as an example of the articles which
frequently appeared in the Free Speech,
and for writing which—as she is accused
of having done—Misa Wells was com-
p-lled to leave Mempbhis.

The paragraph referred lo is as fol-
luws:

“Nobody in this section of the conntry
belicves the old threadbare lie that
Negro men rape white women If
Nouthern white men are not careful they
wiil overreach themselves, and public
gentiment wiil have areaction; anda
conciusion will be reached which will be
very damaging to the moral reputation
of their women "

This we will admis was not caleulated
to soothe the amour propre of SBouthern
men or women, uor wag it go intended;
but merely as literary workmanship, as
conveying an unpalatable suggestion in
tbe lesst offensive lunguage, we offer it
for comparison with the scurrilous per-
formance of the Memphis Commercial.

Upon the appesrance of this paragraph
the Commercial says: that “eminent
and subsatantial citizens called a meeting
from which was issued an order for its
autnor to remove elsewhere.” There
can be no doubt in tihe minds of those
familiar with Southern methods, as to
the consequences had such an order
been disregarded. We submit, that the
violence threatened by this notice to
quit the piace, is ample proof that itis
not only when charged with violating
white women that Afro-Americans are
lynched, but when frotn any cause the
will of the white citizen i8 opposed by
the black. To intimsate that black men
do nof rape white women is constrned
a8 an impeachment of the virtune of
white wom-n—an offense to be punish-
od by death no less horrible than that
mered out to alleged rapists.

We, neither pailiate these fearful
crimes, defend the criminals, nor deny
—what, however, kas nol been proved—
that these crimes are of frequent ¢ccur-
rence We do point to the fact that the
most. fiendish barbarities and horrible
deatha have beer inflicted not only up-
on men who have not been accused of
these érimes, but upon women also.
Petty thefts, simple assanlts, acta clearly
in self-defense or the defense of one’s
property or family, lack of “proper

deference” to 8 white man, all subject
an Afro-American to the same fate.

We point to the record of the Afro-
American during the late war when his
masters were iu arms to perpetuate
slavery. The womén and children of
the South were left completely at the
mercy oi these same pecpie and there is
not an instance on record, of 3 womsan
violated. T[his was when the Afro-Am-
erican was only a chattel., It was not
antil that hated measure—political
equality—was conferred upon him that
be became a brute.

The accusation of rap+ is in our beiief
—in the absence 0 proof to the contrary
—made for the purpose of stifling the
righteous indignation of the civilized
world at the attrocions cruslties of
lynchers, and there is just grounds for
believing thai 1t is often made to saield
white women from the conscquences of
their own indiscretinn. Be that as it
may it ia decreed: The Afro-Admerican
shall be laught, that whatecer folly a white
woman may commil the suspicion of par-
ticipation in that folly means torture and
deuath for him.

We therefore declare that there is
ample warrant for the caution conveyed
to Southern white men in the paragraph
from the Free Bpeech. When one class
mercileesly persecutes another which it
believes to be helplessly in its power it
bec mes reckless; and when the per-
secuted develops unsuspected rssonrces
of defense, the persecator stands appall-
ed at what confrontg him.

Repeated warnings bave been given
the South that it could not torever op-
press the Atru-American with pafety,
an i if the white men of that section are
aghast at his defenre they must blame
themselves. Wusf {he black man eternally
be sacrificed fo the white man’s vanity?

We appeal to all just-minded persons,
that before passing judgement upon the
paragraph quoted from the Free Speech,
they will consgider for a moment the
relations of the two races at the South
daring the entire period of Negro slavery
—eoxtending over two hundred vears.
We call attention to the fact that out of
these relations grew a peculiar system
of morals which obtains among the
S8outbern whites at this day; and if is an
insulf to the intelligence of the age to pro-
fess to believe that moral infirmities are

fransmitled to male descendents only.
Heredity is sexless,

Had the white men of the South al
waya felt that reverence tor woman-
hood—that respect for virtue which the
Commercial boasts;it would have no occa-
sion to refer to Miss Wells as a “*Saddle-
Colored Bapphira.” Miss Wells’ 4frican
ancesiors were black when they landed
in America. If their deccrndents are
‘“‘Saddle-Colored,” are fhey at fault?
Viewed in this light it is pot singular
tbat the paragraph referred to should
bave enraged the Commercial which
champions that great section where men
have been ao richly endowed with licen-
tiousness—and where woman are above
reproach.

In reply to the numerous strictures of
the Northern press, we maintain that
tbe result. which have followed Miss
Wells' " English crusade, completely
vindicate the wisdom of the course she
has pursued in appealing to sgentiment
abroad. Americans become easily in-
dignant when Russia oppresses her
gubjecis, or Great Britian fails to attain
to American ideals in her Irish affairs.
They ure enamoured of liberty every-
were except for American citizens npon
American goil.

Thbe Afro-American bas endured
patiently, silently. Had the government
of the United States secured to him his
constitutional rights bv the exercise of
ita judicial and military powers, he
would have no desire, or need, to appeal
to other than American tribunals. He
has appealed tothese,agsin and again. In
the North his appeal has been unheeded.
In the South it has been spurned. He
has failed in every quarter to arouse any
response which could be shaped to re-
medial ends, but to the contrary bas
been told that he has wearied the Am-
erican people with his importunities for
Jjustice and protection.

It is probable that the last appeal has
been mwade to Americans. The Afro-
Amencan has found his audience be-
yond the seas, in a people who believe
in fair play, 8 people sympathetic, gener-
ous and humane. He will be heard now
in his own defense. He will speak the
truth,regardless of prayers or threats
He will not seek revenge, but he will
heed neither the pleadings of pity or
patriotism. He seeks justice only, and
will have it at whatever cost.






