Mayville,N.Y.
- Nay 3th 1894..

‘ly dear Raymond: .

Your letter ocecasioned me real pain,--not on my age-

ecount dbut yours.

I do not mind at all whether I Qm nominated or elected,so fér
g8 my pergonal wishes are concerned. #hat I desire is t§ ad;§nce |
the interests of the country,justice,humanity and the Republlcan
carty. I believe that a great crisls impends in our natlonal affair
which I gomprehend better than others simply because a ét;gﬂg;ly.:
ordered lifa has forced upon me 2 knowledpe of its eleméhfa éﬁdlre-
lations. To my apprehension,the duty of the citizen is the hzghest
:nd holiest relation a man e=n sustaln to his fellows,and I eould :
not contemplate with anything like tolerance any act ahich maans*
the subordination of tha general welfare to personal ambition.br ad;
vantaga. |

Por this reason,l eould never have brought myself to offéf 55
3 c;ndidate,but for a sincere conviction of exgeptional capacity to
prdmote the just 2nd Lrue}éaldtion of tha most important prbbleﬁ )
the Amaerican people have evar been cealled upon to solve--to ﬁfﬁf
whether 3,000,000 Oof citizens shall be allowsd to enjoy the inalien
able rights ofvlife,liberty and ths pursuit of happiness,"'ds equul
beira of the citizenship which so many shed thelr blood to bestow,“
or'shall be reduced to serfdom and’&égrading dependency by Amarican}

Chriatian ecivilization or destro ed bJ white Ameriuan moba. I cannb

look to the future of our Republie without an agOny of apprehenslon"

almost too keen for qords to exproaa. I cannot see the tendency to

anarshy énd murder,the defiance of law and'the disregard of personi




right,going on.tomwhat;it~isvappanant té;eve?yﬁéhe*ﬁaStfbé iti;uha

voidable consequence,without shoamng myselr willing to do all in myf'
power to remedy such evil and: prevant the disaater that muat accrue

to libertj to liberty civilization and humanity,lr 1t is not check :

ed. " N T

#hen 1 urged others to act,they said rightly and pr0perly enou'.-z‘”'

enough, "Why do you not do or offer: to do somethlng Jourselr?' I

locked@ about to see what I could doe: Sin$le—handod and alone I or—l 9:f ff

2

gan:zed the National Citizen's nghts Aaaociation-;!t grew beyond

through the Republican party. I 1ooked to that with hope and confl-ff]

denge. Thousands of ocur members had given up that hope. They desir-f i53 3

I sas that if something was not done thls year to hold and 1n-_?{};55

spire them Nlth confidence,a great mass of liberty-loving and jua-ay;}%f5€

tioe-lov1ng voters,throughout the North *ould abandon the Kepubli-[ug  ff;

succese in the next praesidential election. ?,ﬁf?%}jﬁﬁfgkgiffﬁ*

5Jts leaders do not seem-to- realizo the fact that the colorod

vote in the Northern States 1is. beeoming every day more and more sol fff

idly compastad.’ It eannot be . otherwi"e.HOne haa only to tma51ne himg;i;ffh

‘glef a colored eitizen and- recall the faot that three of hls race

have been lynched for every week ::.:'-if#-' _. t‘»hw ?e ar .;-a-__r;xd_."'e,-.t--aﬂ‘f-f-ﬂur<inge the ;

Tha

‘solored man. .of- the North finda_xhat he must demand the protec‘ion

of. hia .paople: at..the South at the price of his politioal support-orf;f 



ultimatelu suffer with them.-This vota alone can aefeat the Republi-T

. d e

anee o? nower in five Statea of the Horth,--probably in z;e\rem.-f?'-"_’--'“-"'=

W1th them stands a’ constantl; ‘ncreasing &rray of White VOters: i;ﬁi

dho percoive the peril that must result to tha Nation and civiliza-? :

tion from the present condlbions qnd tendénc1as. 1heJ are the coun— f_'

t"rpaf‘t in tod%' & life Of the Abolitionlsts of f*fty years aéjo.,-

'They Wlll make thla question paramount to all others,because they

‘belleve llberty anu Justice to be 1bove all other con81deratiune inlf;_,,,

government. They must constantly 1ncrease,and as they 1ncrease the

Republican party must decwease unless 1t binds tnem tc 1t bv the adlfﬁgfgfﬁ

eelf a candzdate for Gongress. I believed that 1f nominated,l aou1d f7;f,i?

aecomplish tao thzngs..znf““-'= ]

1--Prevent th1s bOdy 0P voters irom abandonzn& the Ranu 

2--Prevent the Republican party from joininb hﬁnds Nith the

‘Bourbon Democracy of the South in the degradation and persecutuwon  {5 :775

-of American citizens on aecount of race and color. This influence

I desired to serve my party,the countr aﬁ@{tﬁéf&auﬁe;bfrhuMﬁni ;f.-'M




_.‘_” R

will: be fully ﬂckno#ledged by everj Republican long befare the tlmu_j.,];]J
you 'set ‘as the limit of my opportunity,is: reached--probably beforo ;}'~-”’

the votes are cuunted in the pres’dent*al elﬂction uf 1590.;_-

one in goed faith @nd in a manner not to be ealled 1n questiun. ih
lot fell upon me- because oi my- nrominence in connection with 'thie
movement. I acee: ted the respon31bﬂlity,d1d my duty ana the matter

- now rests with Cod- and the people. I have no doubt-: as to: the ulti- _;i__ha,
mate result. Whether: it w:ll ¢ome in the way T hope or not_l-cannot7;;']

gay. However it may c¢ome, T have- the aatisfdction of knouing that
my aetion will helv to- hasten the just.solution of ES mlehty quea--
Lion. I bannot ?eei that =ny cons1deration should be auP],_,'f;;-f

mzke any oOne look aith cemplacencj on the prevalenoe'of votéf"
caueus-corrupting ‘and- ‘the ba“ter ond sale of offlees to which
Ex® refer as inevitabley

promotion by 1t nothln& can compensate the dangnr result1ng from

such corruption ot tke vill of the people. “When one man's money: 1sé, ffi“

matichad against ‘6ther'msn's. marit and & c1ndidate is_expected 10

hire newsp :pers,to fee promotera,~hd to buy’ votars 2 pacty: is suvefif];_,
te come,sooner or later to represent the fnv rlch' %against the T AT

man y '700!' '

_ “I have feur tlmes been A cand:date fer 1mportant offices,and‘ﬁf;j?fﬂ
three times: suceesaful agalnst overwhelm1ng oids. I never sou5ht a0z
nomination,never . solwcitod 8 - delegate and never bought a voter,; ner;jff;di

‘permitted it "to bhe done on -my- behalf by ﬂnother. 1 h«ve too hlbh
regard for ‘the honor of thn Amarlcqn citizen s riﬁht and duty 1o g

tion does the aanntry a very 1ll,serviee.
der any“clrcumatances seek to advance what mayfu

against it xhenever oocasion oecurs. I will not 1hsult a'people e
Whose support I ask,by seeking*to away the:r judgment by cerrupn= jjf*“‘”

“The" fruita of such a cnursé.gfe 051
The politic1an,the offic*al the voterg

cial and adm1n18trative offlcers 1mpa1red,and leﬁislatlon

be - regarded 31mply ag 4 gamg

meana,the way is’ prepared £01 5

‘purpcse- and tendency of the Republioan;party whichifar more than
_ any polxtical prznciple constitutea the stren5th of the Populist
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