Edltor GRAPE BELT:~ '
My Dear Sir-—1 seein your igsue of the
20th you say that “Judge Tourgee -is

way off in intimating that he ‘might- ac-
cept & nomination for- Long'ress st the|.
hands of those who believe iu him, if e |
- is not nominated by the Repubhca.n con-' _

ventlon

1 am not twcustomed to\ subterfuge or ;
Wha.t I said -was, noti '

fond of évasion. .

I wﬂl not however, support i drunka.rd
‘for any: .office, if T knowit. . :

T will not supporﬁ A0y man of tl;e
'Breekenndge moral type,if I know it. -
I w111 nut support any ma.n whobuys

that I would accept a nommatnon b.Y:_'

f that" constructzon

my--inquiries, with & va.gueness “that.
would have led them to suppose ‘my. Re-
pubhcamsm waas of that mushy kind that
depends upon personal interest, rather
than deep-rooted conviction. I mmply

thought that my fellow-cmzens agking’
such & quesinon, were in- common _éourt-

esy entitled to a prompt, explicit, and
public answer,. in order that they m:ghtg

not be misled or delayed in any action
they mlght see fit to take wmh regard to
their own political mtorests
‘Whenever the Republican party sta.nda
upon the priuciples laid down in its
National platform and nominates & can-
didate for any office, for which T have a

right to vote, by the free and fair expres-'

gion of the will of its voters, that .candi-
date will havemy full and hearty support,
if he is & man of sober and correct Jife and

is not politically corrupt.

I smd tha.t al
-nommamon by. persons, not Repnbbcans,-
whether by convention orpetition, would:{
pot in the least modify my polltlcaiwews. ‘

- ff T had deswed such a thing to happen, | r
that is just what I would not have done. |
On the contrary, I would ha.ve W&lt&d:
until after the event and ‘then a.nsweredj :

platfbrm‘ of lns pa,rty These are; geneml

'merely that no ‘ohe aha.ll— ha.ve' any - ex=t
cuge; for misundersta.ndmg my. pomtlon, W4

.The ‘many “thousands. who- have réad |
--“Lett:ers to & ng,’f it which T fully dis-,

‘cuss: the duty of the -eitizen and of the

pattisan, will recognize the fact that: they g
are not formulated foF ‘the, presenﬁ oceas |
8i6h; nor: mtended to have any. speclﬂc ‘
application.: ‘I¢ is niot.-often that any |, 4
back, but whe -1tbecomesc
;_tha,t it-is boun -to_" go,if: guch a time  ©
oe, I.shall not ge withit a6 -~
‘matter how maiiy honors it mayha,ve to

give or how much plunder ma.y be | mj_ S

‘sight. ™ : o

such objection’ attaches to a- Bepuhhcan

' :nommee, ‘but whenever it does, I hold |tha
‘that it dissolves the citizens. obligation. | shou

At thls tlme, it becomnies necessary; per:
he,ps t0 say that I will'not: support any
Republlca.n who tries to stand one-]egged

on Protection dnd bea silént pa.rtner of |
the Southern Democracy, in denying s~
curity; free speech, equal right and 6p-|e
porttlmty t0 8,000,000 of citizen’s, to.
whom the pa.rty and the country st&nd

-pledged to render 3usince a.nd ]

|ih . the’ enjoyment of ‘those i iali
jrlghts w1th hi

led: all e, I do not wuah to make any
‘ conce&lmenb ot lea.ve ‘any - chanoe for
'_evaﬂlon

~ :air'éfméht;— o
::&depts lll so-ea.l!ed
whad I deem the ‘ clhzens '

~Tthink I would be‘wuh'" g
for 1ts prmc:ples, a,t lea.st [

TItegard a pa,rby as the mstrument by' %

"whxch ’she cltlzen exerclses lus p&rt of the

ple. o
no (hﬁ'erence Whether we name 11; Ta.m-m L




many, Bourbon. or Repu‘blieaq-'—_-ﬁbe_
crime against liberty is the same; and:

this fact cannot be hidden or d'iiniuiehed
The duty of the titizen isto |1

by success.
rule righteously; if he creates, é¢duntin-
. ances or premits preventable oppression;

he is just as much a tyrant as if he held |

the whole power of the Nation in his:
single hand. Parties are designed to aid
the citizen to prevent wrong and theman
who “follows & party to the devil,”. will
have the devil for a paymaster. Itisthe|g
peaple who saffer from wropg doing—not
the party.

Ienlisted in the Republican party. to
fight for liberty, justice,equality of right
for ull, and protection to American in-
‘dustry. I have fought early and late, in
season and out of season, for these prin-
cipies and for the Republican party as
the representative of these principles.
Whenever it ceases to represent them, or
seeks to secure the one and abandon the:
other, it becones in my opinion, a means
of oppression rather than an instrument
of liberty aud a secure guat dian of” pros-
peri-y.

*‘But what are these things to us?” -I'
am asked, ‘“the " wrongs of thewé people
are nothmg to us.’

‘That ig precigely what the’ o}d Whlg
party said in regard to slavery, forty
years ago. ‘“‘Itis nothing to-us. Why-
should we trouble ourselvesabout 3,000,-
004 of Negro slavea? Let us look out
for our own profit and leave slavery to
care for itsell.” God answered on & hun-
dred battlefields. Three million soldiers
answered with blood and toils. -Now,
their sons ask, ““Why should we consider
these things? These are ouly 8,000,000
of citizens; they are black: we are white:
they are at the South: we live at the
North: what have we to do with them— |
- their liberties or their rights?”’

Yet even now God is teaching us, in the’
sore experience of the Northern laborer,
in the utter prostration of our industries,
the one great lesson that American in-

"dustry is inseparably linked with liberty
and justice; that we cannotexcuse wrong
doue to our fellownan on account of hia
color, now that he is by right a citizen,
any more than when he was a slave: that
Close as sin and suffering joined,
We mavch to fate abreast.

1 take this course also, because there
can be no lasting or reliable prosperity
while 8,000,000 Ameriean citizens are
deprived of every right and debarred the

by the fuost

‘gented a populatlon of 5,997,858:

5 oppres-
sxon,—beeause the power denved from

ha,ngs _over Northern mdustrles. Tlus

645 vutes were cast by wh:ch 34 Con~

At the same
‘election the States of Ala.bu,ma. Flonda,
Georgla,, Mlﬂﬂmﬂlfjpl, South (,a,rohna.,.

Virginia, ‘Tennessee and  Lotisidgna to-

gether cast 1,255,105 votes, bemg41 540
less than New York:  Yet these . Sta,tes'f
elected 62 (ongressmen agamst New’

York's 84, -The votes of New York répre:

votes of the: other.- States naiied repre-

sented a popu]atlon of 9;574,587. "It}

was - the suppressed Sour millions : tha,t:
| the sears.

‘of the District have certified that I: know_ )
‘nothmg of “practical politics” (?) I am

gave the dlﬂ'ereuce Sl&very'uever pres
sented. any “such gla.rmg mequahty of
power.

other ¢éitizen. whom he does nob allow to
vote to.discuss pubhc a.ﬂ'mrs, to defend

his hfe or ha.ve a.ny more vmce m govern-' ‘

than if he wasa s]a,ve T ake away this
fictitious power and there would never: be
any more *Wilson Bdls 27 :

Even if there were 16 perll 10 our pros-‘
‘jerity. here at 'the Nowth, 1 would still
stand as the. advocdte of‘ Justlce, security |
aid opportumt_'y for these uufortunate'
clt;lzens. whose two centuries- and & ha.lf:

of  wrongs, some thitik shou]d ‘be cured
by some eentunes more of even “orse

beca,use itis the cause of Justlce and hiis
manity. -If ‘the time shall conie when'
there is not.one léft tostand with ine, 1

will still udvotate their cause and have
1o doubt of victory,sinée I kiiow it isthe

causeof God,  AsHe déestroyed the Whig|
‘party for its unfaithfulness to liberty; so.
will He destroy.. the Republlean par’sy
when it tarns its back -on justice. Heis|
no inore afriad of the Bepubhca,n par’cy&?
than He was of-thé Slave. power, and
when it refures t6 stand for’ ]1berty and.
justice, I.do not @oubt that He will find’

means to establish thern without ite gid.:
But this confidence does not release mé

from the duty'of_drgi_hg'it by évery means

; - foreofcrtiemshio

the |

Every Southern. voter ias more:
than twice the power of the Nort;hem'é
voter, bedause he has udded to. hig own,
legltlma.te strerigth ‘the strength of ans

;delega,tes

frepeated mth such solemn sa,nctlon_g: ..

tshrough 80 ahy. years

If it is becatise of such. sentimetits tha.t L
Tam “¥ay off” Thope T may remain 86 = .
'untll the Repubhcan pa.rty wa.kes aga.m. o
.very denml of rlght glves the Southern,i CE
-and the peop]e
the powerm the . na.mona.l govemmentj'
that is exercised by the Northern voter.
In New York-atithe last eléction 1,276,

T asked one of theforemost; Repubhcans

:of the- Dlstrlct who a.lso thought‘. 1-was
| “way off;” why he said.§0,and heteplied;: ~ = oo
“‘Because in thisDistrictthe longest pole".'x__ R

always takés the persunmons, A inan’s

:'ch&nce for the nemination depends cm-_' '
his a,_bllrty a.nd wxllmgness to “put up the

-game of a.uctﬂon—pltch 16-see who w1ll .
put up the most money-for: the honor— i
Lot 80 mueh o sa.tlsfy the, delega.tea —
| ot miny. of théin will get anythmg—-—but o
to appease-the pa.trlotlc yearnings- of tbe, S

men wbo stecr tbe de[egates

'he lias been throngh the m111 aud bears' B

More than one of the papers-. '

very gr ateful for their good -opini o an d-

hope: Iinay be kept a.lwa.ys lgnorant of - R
‘this Sort of practlca.l poht]cs,” Iwou.ld' AETAE I
Erather never have an oﬁice than secure‘ .

-mea.nlv of the Repubhca.ns of th1s Dmtmct.:., '_ -
;-as to snppose that t;hey Izke to be sold -

the*-Slaves of Tammany, who gareproud

of thelr semtude, Iam not yet ready to. -
--beheve the Repnblxca.ns of this Dlstnct' 5
But whether :
"they are or not ‘howeéver, ferves 1ot a.t.
“all to incline me towards- atch methods.
I leave the mattér to them: mthout any
'dlS(.Otnposure, confidenit- that ‘a power
‘which i gréater than we will temedy: my

‘deficiericies - and even their: mlst&kes, '
should any be made, to the promotion’of :
liberty and the esta,bhshment of judtice

are that sort of cmzens

throughout the la.nd I bave no doubﬁ

g6oh, When even those “who steer the
delegates,” whoever they may  be, (I am-

sure I don’t know énd do not wish -to
,know who they a.re) wzll thank me moa’Ic -
belleve th:s, ‘bécaise when ‘thé people .
‘really do speal; they alimost always
;speak for liberty and Jjustice: It piaynot -

be today not this year; but in some near

futiite, the Repiiblicans of this District. .

and: of the whole country; will echo my.

words and thank me for having dttered
1them" a.t th:s time. e

i Some oie Wrote once about .

- - ALBION W TOURGEE






