The following létter is submitted for
the consideration of such as believe in

the exercise of the individual-power of |

the citizen to secure the general wel-
fare. 'The writer believes in the exer-
cise of power by the people; in the con-
trol of parties by the people and the
shaping of Ieglslatlon to promote the
welfare of the people. . He is not much,
of a believer in “rings” or “bosses,” re-
garding them only as the cheat which.
grows up in the politieal ‘wheatfield,
when the spirit of self-government hgs
died out among the people from neglect
to agsert and exercise their power. "He
" believes that the seléetion of candidates
should be regarded as the very highest.
and most important duty of the citizen
and that in its determination the inguiry
should be mnof “What the “osses de-
gire ?” but “What will be for the true
interests of the people ?”

1t seems to be about time that the
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lieving in a free people whose right and
duty 1t is to rule, he can do no more.
With. them he leaves the decision. He
has uo controversy with any individ-
nal, no desire to promote the interests
of any faction, no wish to override
the claims of any part of the District,
but simply an earnest desire to gee the
power of the people of this District in
the Congress of the United States, made
an effectual and potent force for liberty,
justice aud the secure prosperity of the
people.

My Dear Sir:—1 am in receipt of so
many inguiries in regard to a Congres-
sional caodidacy, that it seems incum-
bent on me to make some public uttet-
ance in relation to the subject, both in
" order to return my thanks for the ap-
preciation thus indicated, and that there
may be no misunderstanding in regard
to my position.

It is, no doubt largely by yvur advo-
cacy of my candidature, that public at-

tention has been directed through the

press to such a contingeney. As a con-
sequence, from all parts of the district,
and from nearly every State of the Un-
ion, I nm in receipt of letters urging
me to declare myself a candidate, In
recognition of the interest you have
manifésted, an interest wholly unsolie-
ited and unexpected, it seems most fit-
ting that my decision in regard thereto,
should be made public through your
journal. '

These correspondents insist that I
owe it as a duty to the country general-
ly, and to the Republican party in par-
ticular, to offer as such candidate at this
time, becauge of the study 1 have given
to the question of National citizenship,
and the relation the National govern-
ment shouid sustain to the rights, privi-
leges and conditions of the individual

-

citizen,

I feel the force of these considerations
all the more keenly because they are my
own weapons turned sgainst myself,
Regarding only my personal feelings, I
should not be inclined to undertakea
task of such absorbing character as the
faithful representation of the District in
Congress. My idea of the responsibili-
ty ot that position is so high that I could
never content myself with merely hold-
ing down a seat in that body, but should
feel bound to exert with the atmost dil-
igence, whatever ability 1 may possess,
to refiect honor on such a constituency,
and make its power appreciably feltin
national legislation. This duty would,
in great measure, compel the relinquigh-
meut of those literary labors in which I
have s0 long been engaged, in which I
so greatly delight, and which, I flatter
myself, are not wholly without proiit. to
my party, the country aud the cause of
justice, liberty and humanity. Iam a
laborer in the utmost literainess of that
term—dependent on today’s labor for
tomorrow’s bread—and so quite unable
to engage in what is termed “‘practical
politics,”as a luxury. Consulting only
my own inclination, therefore, I should
unguestionably decline to comply with
these requests. '

But I am a citizen, charged with the
responsibility which eitizenship imposes,
to do whatever may be in my power to
promote what I believe to be the wel-
fare of wmy fellow-citizens. I regard
polities, not as 8 mere game to be play-
ed for the prizes of office and the luxa-
ry of power, but as the most impeortant
field for the exercise of the divine law
of human duty, and I believe it the du-
ty of every citizen to regulate his action
as part of the sovereign power of the Na-
tion, in such a way as to secure the most
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not be used to

been, the United States would now be a
thing of the past—one of the unfalfilled

promises of history. Even the young-|i

est voter can recall that the Naticnal
power has been very recently -used to
prevent free. citizens of the States of the
North from leaving the service of their

employers, except at his convenience. |

It was only yesterday that the employ-
ees of a ratlroad were enjoined from en-
forcing a demand for reasonable hours

and fair wages; by quitting its Service.

Itig a universal -principle of constitu-
tional law, thata power whick can be
used to restrict the -citizens’ rights, can
be used also to enlarge them, if proper
" legislation is provided as a.basis for such
]nnsdlchon.
enacted whenever the people choose

representatives who are tn earnest in.

their efforts to secure it, and have gio-
en the subject mﬂiczent a,ttentwn to
know what is required.

1t is clsumed that this matter mist be
left to cure itself. That wasthe-profes-
gional politician’s theory with regard to
slavery, and they succeeded in- per-
suading the people to let it alone, until
;tf came near dest? oymg the Natzon’
ife.
_ Anether foohsh claim is, that the Re-

pubhcan party has gone forward as far |
as it can, and must now take the back

- track, ignore “liberty and the vights of
man, and couosider only huance, eco-
nomics and the distribution of offices. A

“party of progress can never safely stand |
still, much less go backward. - What the
‘soul'is to the body,. thit the’ unpulse of
liberty and justice is'to the Republican

party. -
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popnlar ‘discontent arising trom fiban- | party claii
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- a party of progress should always take
" _earnest cognizauce of existing-evils and
apply such practical remedies as may |
" prevent or ameliorate the consequences.
Liberty must-be perfected by extending
the lines on which it has been establish- . :
ed; aucl "prosperity must be sought by |shall feel the heeds
enlirgiug individual opportunity not by | seek.effective reinedie
restricting it. - Denial of .evil. never deem it my duty. to-aid in
bringsa carve; and an ingufficient remedy | what it ought to-be, rather tha ‘
~ is apt to inpair confidence ‘in the -party | doning it because it has one all i
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