e Federal Sufirage Association

ITS ORIGIN AND CONSTITUTION.

IN THE early Bpring of 1892 the following circular was published in the
Woman’s Tribune and in the Woman's Journal, in the great city dailies and
other papers: :

TO ALL FRIENDS OF LIBERTY. . — .—

For some time there has been a-demand for general suffrage reform, espec-
ialy 8s it relates to the election of national officers. The timely publication of
Fraucis Minor’'s article on  Citizenship and Buffrage” in the Arena, arousing
new interest in the subject, and pointing out new lines of work, prompted to
immediate steps toward the organization of a new suffrage society, and sug-
gested its name. The Federal Suffrege Association was initiated on the 10th
of March, 1892, at & meeting of a few friends, residing in and sbout Chicago,
with representatives from several neighboring states. At this meeting letters
from eminent people in different parts of tne United Sizies, were read, ex-
pressing interest in the movement, and readiness to join the society. Among
other well known names were those of Mrs. Lonisa S8onthworth, of Cleveland,
Ohio; Mrs. Abigail Bcott Duniway, of Oregon; Belva Lockwood, of Washing-
ton, D. C.; Dr. Lanra Ross Wolcott of Milwankee, Wis.; Miss Mary A. Ripley
of Nebraska, and others of national reputation. A temporary organization
was formed and the nuoleus of a constitution was adopted.

The object of the new Association is, to obtain such legislation as will
secure every oitizen of the United Btates in the exercise of the right of suf-
frage, and also to advocate umiformity in the election of national officers.
- Bome plan of sflective National work will be adopted.

— It was voted t0 holda meeting on the 10th of May at the Sherman House
parlors, Chicago, at 2 P. M., to complete the organization, The officers were
instructed to issue & circular inviting the attendance and co-operation of all
friends of republican ideas. ' _

The Association has already been offered handsome headquarters during
the Fair in the immediate vicinity of the World's Fair buildings, and has,
among its supporters, persons of wealth and influence.

You are earnestly invited to attend the meeting of May 10th, and to assist
in the inanguration of this work.

S President, Hon. M. B. CARTLE,
Bandwich, TIL
Secretary, MRS, E. §. LOOMIS,
Chicago, Iil.

In response to this call s many people as could be accommodated in the
elub room of the Sherman House assembled at the time ramed. Among




those present were Mrs. Lucia Blount of Washington; Mrs. Lucinda 8tone of ‘ Secretary, Treajaﬁrféﬁ.“tWAidithgj"gﬁdmmhef bﬁc&iéf?ﬁﬁi&}“ﬁ‘ineeaﬂd"
Kalamazoo; Mrs. Mary E. Holmes of Illinois; Mr. Walter Thomas Mills and from time to time, - oo o T L
many others: - © - - Amr IV.Tliess offisers, togethior with ive miembers to be dleoted by th
. . . Aesociation, shall constitute the Ex’eontivejdeihittbd,jhjch.éhaﬂ“have‘c'harga;
The Chicago Times gave the following report of the meeting: : of and transact.all the businéss of the Association, sub

‘ jeot to the approvel | -
. “The sufffagists formed a new National Aspociation at the Shernjan House of the Association at its annusl meeting.. AR
yestétday. ~ 1fstif1 is the Fedéral Buffrige Association of the United States, Asr. V. Any persou may become a member by signing the Oonst
* and its espeeial objeot is tc;) seturs equsl and unifoim fedeisl suffrage for all . and by paying an initiation fee of 1, and the dues shall be §1 antinally. - . -

citizens of the country. The new Association is in no wise antagonistic to . L ST A i TR R
other Suffrage Associations, but merely takes. np. the special subjegt of equal C vot A’:’; Vi Tl;ixs -00'2?“m1,°n %3% be m:?ted..f"_?_ﬁ.’;?ﬁm_i_,?_ddb ?:;9’..“%4?@3. L
federal suffrage as distinguished from equal, stete, municipal, or school suf- ote al any i:i?:nu t Tﬁe lﬁlg’ P:?“ 3 a8 n.‘;tw? 131 -Such i?‘.';%:in lment uas been- . .
frage, whose claims are being urged by other organizations. Then, as Mrs. - g“e:.' 17 writing to the Executive Jommittee 1re0.monbhs previous:
Isabella Beecher Hooker, who is especially interested in andlargely respons- meeting. _ . o 5 :

" ible for the new society, says, the country is large and the women cannot get . BY-LAWS.- -

" too many Associations before the public to urge their demands for fuil and - R SRS T L TE D TR e
equal suffrage. i . 1. The country shall be divided from north to South in four- distriots, to. - -

On motion of Clara B. Colby the following memorial was adopted and bo known &s the Atlantic, East Mississippi, West Mississippi, and Pacific
Miss Colby was diréoted to submit the same to Clarence D. Clark, congress-- divisions, and the four Vice Presidents: shall have charge of - the  distriots -
man from Wyoming, who has introduced a bill in congress providing for the respectively. It is designed to hold one large convention esch: year in each. . ..
of the four great divisions. : ST e

federal enfranchisement of women: . e e e N R
: o . - 2. The headquarters of the Assooiation shall bé in Chicago, and'the =
To teE SBENATE AND-HOUSE 0F REPREGENTATIVES IN CONGEESS ASSEMBLED: annual mesting for the election of officers and for other businesa shall beheld - -

Whereas, The right to vote for members of the House of Representatives there at the,ca_lLotthaE__x_ecutw_@(}ommm_tgn o7 R R
i8, by the constitution of the United States, vested in the people of the United - 8. There shall be an Advisory Board selected and appointed by the ;i =
Btates, without cohdition, limitation, or restriction, and women are people. Executive Committee, to whom matters of importance may be continpally =~ -
g‘herefore, we, members of the Fl:deral Suffrage Association of ]l{:he Dnited referred for suggestion and advice. e S PEE TE TR

tates, respectfully request your honorable bodies t¢ pass a bi enabling ) \ S . R Sl
- women citizens of the United States to vote for membgrs of the House of at lf tnmmemlf)etrlsl "; good gnd regular standing shall be qnt;‘_tl‘e.du_ to vote
Bepresentatives. Signed this 10th day of May, 1892, 8% meetings of the _gsoom on. R R R

: OLYMPIA BROWN, Mrs. Hooker explained that the object of ‘the longitudinal divisionsof .

Acting President. the country was to secure the co-operation of nd’;‘th’egﬁ;qﬂg] southern women /"
ELIZABETH LOOMIS, B (LR R B

LR

in the same divisions.. R L
Beoretary. | OFFICERS ELECTED. .

Judge C. B. Waite made a short speech, in which he urged that the women . After the adoption of the Constitution ‘the électi
of the Association vote for Congressmen at the next eleotion, and send in - ) _ with the following results: President, M Jast
their vote to the House of Representatives, thus forcing that body to pass President at large,  Rev. Olympia Brown, Raoine, Wisa.;"
upon the legality of votes of women. - . Mrs. E. J. Loomis, Chicago; Corresponding ‘Seéretary, M
~_ The officers were instructed to present a memoriai to the National Re- . Chicago; Treasurer, J. H. DeVoe, Harvey, Ill.; Exzeoutive
. publican Convention asking for a resolution in favoer of suffrage reform. T SBarah M. Perkins, Cleveland; Harriet “E. Robingon, Mald
' o - _ ‘ Thomas Mills, Chicago; _Mrs. Emma.: 8. DeVae, Chicago, &
. CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, — - o Ohicago; Vioce-Presidents, Isabella Beécher. Hooker, Atlan o1
- . L / Louisa Southworth, eastern Mississippi division]; Mrs. Virginia F. Mi#
The following Constitution and By-Laws were unanimously adopted: western Mississippi division; Mrs. Abigail Soott Duniway, Pacific divisio
Auditors, Mr. C, B. Darrow, Mrs. 0:'V, Waite,” el S

Inasmach as our government is fonded npon the principle of the liberty L e
of each individual, and that the ballot is the true exponent of such liberty : 5 ry oting at 4 P WMo oo Mic 144" Te
we therefore do ,nx;ite our names, our influefice, and out efforts to secure fot:” The -Execnttlve 0 Ofnm_;t?f;eq‘ h_e}d_: 8 m egtmg_ 8t 3 P. M"- 'Dp»l!d%y 1 thﬂlt

- every citizen of the Republic, full, complets, and perfeot representation. - was voted that societies wishing: to 'co-operate with'the Fedeéral _._S_uﬂx_'agq.h. -

Asmioze I This organ Assooiation, might do so_apon payment of $5 annuslly into the treasufy of . ..~

ization shall be called the Federal Suffrage Asso- : on - ] fauac Y. Inio. e W v
oiation of the. United'States-‘m 1on 8 S oora_Snlrege Asso- "~ ~the Federal Suffrage Association, and such ‘assoociated goocieties should: be
' : s oy : . . . entitled to two-votes in the annual meeting. - It was  voted -to institaté a
. I. The ob: f th ty shall be to entist and nuite all per- on '8 SO TEoung. oY
Azr. 11 he obijects of this Society sk ° 0 P lecture bureau, composed. of such meémbers of th 'm;ght_;he_ LA

sons of the various congressional distriets fot earnest work to secure the bal- Apoged: of ¢ embers
lot to all citizens of the United Btates, ‘ available for the presentation of the ¢ause. — . -

Azr. IIL The officers of this Association shall be & President, Vice-

It is the aim of thé Association as. soon &s practicable to secure s presi-
President at large, four Vice-Presidents, Recording Secretary, Corresponding , dent for each congressional district. e T

-






