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Qut of the funget Jea

Is a life-like picture of the times when
mern delighted in brave deeds and stir-
ring adventures. Columbus, the real
Columbus, as he appeared to his con-
temporaries, and not the miraculous
demi-god he has generally been painted,
figures largely in the story; but it is
not a life of the Discoverer of America,
nor a mere narration of the discovery
itself. The men and women of England
and Spain that made the history of
Ceclumbus’'s day live again in Judge
Tourgee’s brilliant pages, and in their
company the reader lives among fthe
scenes of the days of the Spanish In-
quisition, the Conquest of Grenada, and
the Discovery of America.

The relation of England to the Dis-
covery has not been clearly apprehended.
A considerable portion of the story is
laid in England, and her influence in the
events leading to Columbus’s journey is
clearly shown.

As illustrative of the wide view given
of the varied life of that day, mention

may be made of the carefully drawn
characters of the Spanish merchant
Messer Jacobo, a renegade Jew, and the
English wharfinger, Master Flemming.
The description of the trade between them
in “Azogue’ or quick-silver, by means
of which the gold of the exiled Jews
was fransmitted to Bristol, brings out as
has never beern done before, the most
atrocious act of civilized history, the ex-
pulsion and robbery of the Jews of Spain
by the government and the Inquisition.

The bock is not a study of Columbus
merely, but of the age in which he lived
and of the life of which he was mush
more a consequence than a constituent.

It is a story that appeals most strongly
to manly men.

What a manly man thinks,

Everybody knows that ex-Speaker Reed is not
only one of the manliest of men, Lut fond of brave
deeds and manly achievement ; this is what he says:

‘Tt is on the very highest level of thought and diction,
so sweet and pure, that it seems to me like the novels I
used to read when I was a boy. I really envied you the
felicity of your description of Arthur's mother, and the kiss
of Charles the Bold. It is a boy's dream of a woman, and
the dream of some old boys who have not utterly lost their
youth.”" )
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From the camlps of the Spanish and Moorish

2 soldiery we are led among the rough crews of

the Santa Maria and the Pinta, from the (d

% World tothe New, from England to Spain, and

¢ back again to England. Into this warp ol
g adventure, warfare and politics, is woven the
romance of the beautiful Xarifa, the daughter
of a noble Moorish gentleman, and whose
English mother turns out to have been a distant

story. ‘I'he thread of the story is never lost in
this maze of incident, and the author holds our
interest bound from first to last. The volume
is illustrated by drawings of Miss Aimée

¢ lourgée. (New York, Merrill & Baker. )
— Philadelpliia Record.
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rous even for an age when all led adventurous o=

g lives. In camp and in court, as wel] as by sea
his good blade carved the casques of men, and
out of one peril into anaiher he rushed at top

Speed. It may well he called an active story
headlong, hazardous, full af ups and downs,
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Mr. Albion W. Tourgée has succ_eeded s‘? i
story of adventure, «(ut of the .Hu:ll_set ‘fela!;e
because he has added Lo.thc bare outline o e
story of Columbus a picturesque we-aw‘nlg. of
threads from the life of the time and of mcr‘u s
of a persunal romance.  — Boston Jorerna..
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production of a story that irresistibly holds the

'3 attention from the opening chapter to the last.

—87¢. Paul Dispatch,
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| Of al] that has been ritten, nothing gives so
@ clear notions of the life of the time in both
® political and social aspects, It purports to be
written fifty years afier the voyage Ly an Eng-
lishman who was one of Columbus’ crew. 1 he
son of an Fnglish ILancastrian knight and
noble, he had been sent into Spain to Improve
his religion, because 2 soldier of Ferdinand was
obnexious to the Holy Office, and to -escape the
Inquisitors, enrolled himself under Columbus,
The author thus gets opportunity to paint a
broad piclure, with powerfully contrasting lights
and shades, of the English civilization, weeded
out by the Wars of the Roses and just taking
breath for its start toward the Renaissance of
I-lizabeth, on the one hand, and, on the other,
the Spanish civilization, splendid but austere,
slowly yielding itself to the fatal grasp of the
Inquisition.  "The manner of the time is well
assumerd. and the whole tale ingeniously devised
and boldly and picturesquely colored.
—Commercial Adveriiser,
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