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PREFACE.

Every workman should know his own trade well. - Ha.'v-.,

ing been for fifty years a student of ships and na.v1ga.tmn, 1
have felt that it was needful to know the causes that have con-

tributed, first, to the upbuilding, second, to the decline, and °

_third, to the ruin of our s}nppmg interest in the forelgn trade

well spent, since there was no other way out of da.rkness
into light. SR

The necessity for a work on American Marine has longl. .
been felt by its friends. While there have been a few
pamphlets and an essay or two published, books of the kind re-
quisite have not been produced. This may have been because' .

shipbuilding, navigation, and foreign trade form so “broad a

field that £6W acquire the practical knowledge, or can ‘command -

the time needful for their composition. Moreover, a Wwriter on

the subject of the present work can find so little in hbranes, \
and must look for so many facts outside of books, that his task

is one mainly of investigation and original thought.
It is only by a rare course of business experience and. a for-

tunate succession of circumstances that the author has found
an opportunity to be the first in the field which this volume is - |

an attempt to explore and explain. In ea.rly life he was the
projector and co-editor of the only magazine in the- Umted

States ever devoted to the interests of shlpbmldmg, engineer- .
ing, navigation, and commerce, —1854-58. The insight then - "
enjoyed has ever been remembered. Though many trade ex-.
periences have intervened since that time, the 1mpressmns !
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. veceived in mgard to - the s]nppmg busmess have been not onl}r _
| '-deepened ‘but increased in number:
- Light is for distribution. No longer young, it may be. full- o

time that some of the facts which the aathor has lea.med be

- gwen to those ‘who sha.ll fo]low hu:n, w]nle it is certain, dny

' light that his efforts can’ cast upon ‘the Slnppmg Question”
. cannot b thrown too soon for the country’s good. Makmg

. 110 pretensmns to literary skill, but sensible that ihen of letters

are also men of ideas, hie trusts that his faets and figures have
gufficient eloquence to make their way. In'this age, facts make

their own best a.rguments, nevertheless, it has seemed useful to
'-_nnpress their teaching, since all readers have not time to spare

for study. Tn all tha.t has been undéitaken, the objéct has been

B thie arrival at. truth The author hias not searched for support_ :
to theories of any kind. If he has argued for protectlon ” to -

slnppmg, it is because he sees that it is necessary 1 for the rein--

'. statement of that great mterest He beheves that thls actmn o

-forelgn trade would be a.dvantageous for each and all of our-:
¥ people. Every onal citizen must want an American marine:
How o obtain it seems clear -enough. . The concludmg chap- -

tér"e discuss the leglsla,twn requn'ed _ -
That this volume shall arouse our nation, and mspu'e a v1g-

orous publie sentiment; which shall dema.nd the -enactments
essentlal to the fu]l en]oyment of our mant:me rlghts, of solul -

_ author
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