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Tk “WHI'TE CAP” OUTLAWS,

The “White Cap” outlawry is the
Fttest form of outrage that has cowe
to plaguae the Southern people. No
sounet have ihey scooured in a2 Demo-
cratic victery that wuich places politi-
cal control of the national sdministra-
tion in the hauds of friemds, an as-
surauce that scctional legislation and
interference with their right of seff-
governmment by the federul power arve
to be things of the past, than <he
White Caps cowe w plague s,

These outluws, orgauized into sccret
bands thut ride throush the country
at midnight aud perpetrate every spe-
ctes of outrage on peaceable people
at their howes, enn be heard frow on
all sides. They infest mauy parts of
Louisiang aud Mississippi and  other
States to such an oxtent that they dom-
inate neighborboods, intimidating or
securing the counteaance of the au-
thorities and terrorizing the peacea-
ble pecple of such cwnmunities. Thoy
undertake to regulate all questions of
manners, morals, palitics and opinions
generally, and neither age, sex por the
sauctity of the people’s right to be
securc in their howmes are any bar to
the lawless atrocities of these brigands.
They break into the dwellings of the
people in the night time to make npon
their victims such unlawful demands
as may please ithese maraaders, apd,
if not readi!ly complied with, are on-
forced by violent assaults which often
do not stop short of murder.

The erimes of these outlaws are re-
ported on all sides, and so far none
of the perpetrators have been brought
to justice. A large number of men
Itave been arrested in the Louisiana
parish of Avoyelles, but thgy have not
vet been brought su trial, the fruitful
rosources of the law's delay having
been put in operation to prevent such
action. Iu the meantime the outrages

Contiuue, and the maravders seem to

b hove everything their own way.

| If there ever was a time in the South

when this sort of lawlessness was ex-

cusable, that time has long passed
away. The Southern Stutes ave all
under the coutrol of their gwvn people,
with settled governments and free in-
stitutions made by their own people.
Interference in Southern elections by
the Federal power is no longer to be
thought of. The legul rights of all
citizens and residents are clearly de-
fined and fully guarauteed by the most
solemn covenants and counstitutions,

Then let it not he said that from the

f moment the Southern people escaped

the danger of outside interference with

their own affairs they commenced a

system of violent internal disorder and

a course of shameful and atrocious

assaults upon the rnost sacred rights

of their fellows.

Tnder these circumstances it be-
comes the duty of the authorities of
the States where these crimes are
tife to put down the criminals with a
strong hand. The (Governors of these
States must tnke the lead in the re-

0 | pression of thiese disorders, The peo-
ple of all classes and conditions are
entitled to the fullest protection, and
it ia the duty of the constituted au-

j thorities to give that protection, or go sugar

before the world with the declaration Ufit

that they are incompetent or unwilling cent
| to enforce the laws 2f the land. apon

In default of any other relief, let pA"
the people themsclves rise up and ex- pro:fu
terminate the outlaws. This is o des- have
perate remedy and just now we are| . L
far from believing for a moment that p o
any such resort 18 necessary, but the 1')1'0;
Southern people :nust remember that rood
they have much nt stake in this isso=, in 4
and they must maintain their charae- ﬁher
ter as a law-abiding and honorable thus
population. At this moment our peopls ting
are making every cxertion to atteact crop
immigration and ecapital to develop the | .o
rich resources of ovur States, and they fine
can i1l afford te have to meet the Sa
charge that any part ef their country the
is overrun and completely under ibe indul
domination of outlaws and $1'imiunls.= apot
The dutics of the hour are most urgent juv{
gud they eaunot be put aside.  Shall wive
there be a reign of law or of outlawry? why
That is for the people to decide. tha-
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ALLEGED CORRUPTION IN THE CON-






