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Gtovetoond, ..  November Rl,. . 7895.

Judge Albion W. Tourgee,
Mayville, N. Y.
My dear Judge Tourgee:-

I received your letter of several days ago, and
it has been the subject uppermost in my mind ever since. I am
also in receipt of your note this morning requesting an immedijate
answer,

It is needleés for me to say that I recognize the need of
such a journal. The demand for it, however, is a different mat-
ter, and.were it not for the lafge roll of the Citizens' Bights
Assoeiation, I would doubt the existence of suech a demand, so far
as white people are concerned, although I am well aware that

colored people who think at all,are interested in whatever favors

them. The only question for me, therefore, is whether I shall

take a eertain amount of the stock, with the prospect or the cer-
tainty, as the case may be, of becoming associate editor of the
National Citizen.

As to the editorship, I am free to say that I should like
it, and should manage to find a certain ambunt of time‘to devote
to it, My business, on the scale on which T condﬁct it, is

“very absorbing, and will be especially so for the next eight
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months,runless all signs fail; yet in this cause I wou;&.bé'wilé
ling to sacrifice somewhat of comfort and leisure. Ifhéfé_
always looked forward to the literary’life, although not sbecialiﬁ_
in the direction of journalism. | N
This leaves only the finahcial part of your-proposifiéhrfdrl
consideration. As to my investing $2,500.00,'that is 6qt.9fjﬁhé-‘h.
question. I have been earning money in exceéé of my1expen&ia'“
tures for-only the past five years. Withtmy savingsiImhafe .
purchased a comfortéble home, which is worth some four or fiVé
thousand dollars. And my surplus since paying for th;,.i:hayé?kAii;
invested in other ways.-- in land and in secﬁritiesfof dther'gih@s;“i. ﬁ
never keeping more than a few hundred déllars in the bénk to:@éé£  i :f 
current éxpenses. My investments, while conservatiQe, ére-;éver¢“’

1

theless to some extent of a speculative character, andjWhile_I:?i

yet T am sure I could not close them out at present Withoﬁtg;oés_'
rather than profit; and I am only just now startéd:in'on“whaj'i{'
hope to be a profitable season's business, after my regular dull

season during the Summer time, which always depletes tQ_a 1grge:'

extent my current expense fund.

With regard to the least sum which you me“tiQA’&$599fQQ;1I-,] ;r=¥
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should feel somewhat dlfferently. 3 If you had written to me
without reference to ths positlon of associate editor, I should S

have subscribed for one or two hundred dollars worth of stock and:ifof

terprise, even for the honor of hav1ng my name‘coupled w1th sach.aojrs
distinguished one as yOur.own.._ I am- w1lling to put 1n.m§ work

and take my - chances in that regard “and to contribute to thef“'
cap1tal to the extsnt of the $500 00 pr0v1dedrthe sa@e-can.oe7.l;fﬁgf
paid in several 1nstalment3'g in. the manner 1n.wh1ch stock“subscrip;:f
tions to new enterprises.are.generally paid,prOV1ded 1 am named as';:;
associate editor, and that in reply to this you tell me you havemfffrg
received such responses to:your circular as pould justlfy‘me ‘in-

taking that cOurse. __ In saring this I have in mind the sen—;..
tence in the printed circdlar 1n which you state that you are not
puttlng in any money and cannot adv1se others to do SO w1thout |

positive assurance etc.'; :f Five hundred dollars is not a large

cautious in disp031ng of it.-

I shall await a reply 3 and give you a definite answer imme-le'
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diately upon hearing from you.w j= } If I had known of thls matter 5ff€

several months ago, I nauld have had more avamlable cash, and wouldf3if

5

I might have come

least ten subscrlptions. -

ceipt of your 1etterw-to work up the matter among my frlends, as

your letter caught me at a very busy tlme,:1  :;,_V¢,3,_

.\'

Very respectfully youra, f5: ;J]ffff ff,;£






