





CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS.

BY C. M. DAMON.

There is a broad distinction between a
strictly Christizn school and an-ordina-
ry one. The Christiarr schoot -teaches
science, philosophy, history, in their re-
lation to God as creator, preserver and
governor of the world. It sees God' in
providence, in history, ih principles of
statesmanship, and inculcates all this
trath. Tt ireely imparts the knowledge
of God from the strictly Christian stand-
point in dealing with moral philosophy,
civil relations and duties. The Christian
school determines to influence character
as well as inform intellect. It spares no
pains to insinuate and openly inculcate
the spirit and mind of Christ, Hence it
provides experimentally Christian teach-
ers, that by their influence and that of
patrons and managers there may be cre-
ated the very atmosphere of pure re-
ligion. The child will drink it in with
his studies. He will imbibe almost an-
consciously love for virtue, hatred for vice.

In the study of physiology and hygiene
he will learn, under the influence of such
teachers, to reverence his body as the
temple of God. In the study of social
ethics, he will realize his obligation to
temperance, chastity, the Sabbath, pure
government as opposed to gecretism
and monopoly, national. arbitration as
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opposed to war, etc. He will thus be
qualified, if be will, to take his place in
society as a virtuous citizen. He will
learn the relation of the family to society
and government, its place at the base of
national existence and prosperity. And
he will learn that to sustain the relation
of parent, and discharge its duties wisely
and well is a first demand of life, and
hence that the education required by
patriotism and an enlightened conscience
must impart instruction relative to these
high duties and responsibilities. Only
the truly Cbristian school will give the
kind and quality of instruction requisite
to & successful place in the government.
In addition to these considerations is
the effect upon the child of those associ-
ations and too often vicious influences
of the ordinary school which are largely
restrained by such a school as we are
considering. Profanity, vulgarity, wrong
tempers, corrupt books, papers and
pictures, and the direct suggestion of
impure thoughts and acts, in the relations
of school are apt to leave a moral blight
on the character never to be effaced.
Christian education is of vital im-
portance to the salvation of the country.
There is a mighty conflict going on in the
land between the forces of good and evil.
Great effort is being made to exclude
the Bible from the schools; and then to
break down the school system of the
country itself. In this dangerous and
deadly work infidels and Romanists join

hands. The saloon element of the land
seeks also to destrov the Sabbath. In
this they are abetted by the government,
which licenses the one, and runs its
mails on the other. ,

Secret societies disturb the relations
of menin business and government. They
dictate to the laborer, derange traffic, de-
stroy property, prevent justice, corrupt
politics, threaten life, and blight reputa-
tion and character. Yet they are char-
tered by government, recognized in high
places on public occasions, and BO are
made honorable and fatally influential.
Vanity and extravagance appear in social
life ; and monopoly and unrightenus con-
trol of trade and the money market, op-
press the poor, multiply millionaires, and
foster caste distinctions in society. Great
corporations trample on the Sabbata, and
the nation refuses to be governed by the
law of God.

The ballot is 80 readily given into the
hands of ignorant and often vicious for-
eigners, and politicians for votes and
power so truckle to their un-American

. and anti-Christian ideas, that our insti-

tutions are greatly endangered. Corrupt
divorce laws threaten the dissolution of
the holy ties of the family, and thereby
undermine the very foundations of
Christian society and of the -nation.
These vices of society and corruptions
of government must be met and defeated
by Christian education.” ‘This is one of

" the agencies the Church must sieze upon




and use for the promotion of pure re-
ligion. This requires the Christian
school, which must be multiplied and
sustained by the sacrifice and prayer and
faith of God’s people, True education
includes the moulding and training cf
character. For this the Bible is the
standard ahd tekt book. .It must be
honored and wused, Christian teachers
must sieze the appliance of prayer and
secure the enlightenment and help
of the Spirit. To promote this is a great
work. Will you help us?
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