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Hon. Albion W. Tourgee,

' T

Mayvilleeon-chautauqua;_N;y;'"”'

My dear Jhdge Tourgee.
Permlt me to thank you for the compllment ‘in the }ﬁg

Inter Ocean of Apr11 8th.ws Such a statement from such a- source 1sif

be entlrely smothered even by success in other llnes.t' That I

0

have not ceased altogether to wrlte you mav see from‘readlng the.
story I send you by'thls mall.iflt 1s not as good asmsome other ':.f
| thlngs I have wr1tten,_and the.publlcatton 1n whlch it anueared |
*Two Tales", has suspended 51nce the story appeared I hope there f}
was noﬁrelatlon of cause and effect between the two events.d;fatf’t*
The desire anddlntentton:on#my bart.to‘wrlte 1s;Q1f anvthlng,
stronger even than when.I washwrltlng most.x I am s1mply b1d1ng

my t1me, and hope in the-near

fannly obllgatlons,_I have felt 1t best to do flrst the duty near-;*
"est to me, and torprov1de for any peradventure of fallure er tardy _
success in the llterary llfe before I undertook 1t'1 I have wrlttenh

much that has never seen the llght of‘day, and that has not eventi,ti,

been offered for publlcatlon.” The kzndly aPFPeclat1on of YOurselffw

and other gentlemen who have read such thlngs as I have wrltten,_e
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together certainly heve no tendency to dleeoorege me.: The only
qdestion now, is whether or notlI could command a“better market

for the kind of matter I could produce most readlly and w1111ng1y,hifjﬁ
in this country or in England and whether or not in elther case,;p55%¢
it would not be better for me to llvelnear my best market.-h?orff:;i.iv
when I do go into l1terature, I propose to.apply to.therflnanclel

31de of it the same bu31ness prlnclples I have applied tO'my other

affairs, and to seek the best and most profltable market know1ng

everywhere.
Mey 1 trouble you to drop me a 11ne Wlth the names of the

publlshers of the two books reviewed by you in the Inter Oceanr---;;_n

*Dessalines" and the other? I should be glad to buy them and read Ef

them and wrlte a word of appreclatlon to the authors._v3;_75i‘5

ly read with

indicated by thelr notloes of the Birthday edltlon of the Inter 515df?
Ocean. You do not need my assurance that your efforts 1n behalf

rof the colored rece are'more and more appreolated by them as they uzef;r

advanoe in educatlon and self-respect-jnﬁ}”f"* I

e




and hoping






