b Ll it n

ELESSDEPENDENT (i

SUSTAINED BY BENEVOLE N
; ¢ done it pto the least of these,my




The Report of the Committee of the Board of Supervisors,
‘Appointed by Resolution of the Board at its Annual
Session in November, 1892, to visit the Home.

To the Board of Supervisors of Cattaraugus County:

2

OUR Committee would respecttully report that on Wednesday, the 23d inst, they visited
the Western N. Y. Home, located at Randolph and made a careful and thorough ex-
amination of the grounds and buildings in all their various departments. We also met

and conferred with the president, Judge Wm. H. Henderson, and the secretary, Mr. Charles

Merrill, who are spending a large portion of their time antl considerable means for the suc-

cess of this institution. These gentlemen kindly gave us all desired information regarding

past achievements and the present financial condition of the Home, the work accomplished

and being performed in all its departments, and we find everything dprogressing and we ful-

hy eolnﬁrm Jthe correctness of the report of the Home to this Board of Supervisors in all its
etails.

The buildings of the Home are located on a ten acre tract of land midway between Ran-
dolph and East Randolph, on high ground, overlooking the beautiful Conewango Valley and
the foot-hills of the Alleghenies beyond. _ .

These buildings consist of *“The Home,”’ a large four-story brick building with wide
halls, high ceilings, large windows, and broad verandas on three sides, affording not only
excellent fire escapes, but also a fine place for the children to run and play. The,Home is
plain, both without and within, but the polished floors, wide stair-cases, {)eautiml ceilings
and wainscotings are so well kept, dusted and cleaned that theg are indeed quite ornamental,
We believe clenliness is the first order of things in and about this institution.

There is a new three-story and basement fire-proof brick school building nearly com-
pleted, costin% about $10,000, This building is a model of its kind and will accommodate
probably one hundred and fifty-children. The first floor will be devoted to school rooms, the
second will be used as a chape], the third as a gymnasium and the basement for the present
will be used for play rooms in bad weather.

There is also a substantial barn with a basement stable for stock, and a good cellar,
in which are stored the vegetables. The first floor of this building is used for laundry pur-
poses, which keeps two women busy every day of the week. Besides the buildings meuntioned
there are the old frame school Pouse which now may be used for kindergarten purposes, the
coal building and ice house, all are finely kept iz good repair and painted. )

There are one hundred and twenty-one homeless and dependent children in the Home,
all of whom are clean and warmly c¢lad. Their mental and moral growth are subjects of
careful consideration on the part of the managers, Here they are instructed during the en-
tire year with a greater degree of regularity than prevails in the ordinary district school.
While these little waifs of humanity are thrown together by adversity from varivus localities
they are all under thorough diseipline, healthy and cheerful looking, and in a point of schol-
arship campare favorably with scholars of the same age in any school.

We consider the matron, Miss Celia Bennett, the right Eerson for her position, and the
guperior discipline of these children, as shown by their speech and actions, speak volumes .
for her love of these waifs and her ability to instruct them for worthy and industrious mem-
bers of society.

This institution has no endowment, its only source of revenue heing from the voluntary
contributions of its friends, and from the maintenance of the few who are either taken there
by the poor authorities or bﬂ friends able to pay for their support.

The lotat the rear of the main building in front of the new school building has been
graded at considerable expense, a new and necessary veranda has been added to the main
building, and the new school building are the princiia.l improvements of the year. We be-
lieve all of these are necessary and important, and the expense incurred will be met largely
by philanthropic and generous individuals. We also believe that this worthy institution is
not only a credit to the managers and a blessing to humanity, butalsoaliving monument for
and an honor to the people of Cattaraugus county. We therefore recommend thatthis Board
of Supervisors make an apf{ropriation to the Home, thereby evincing to some degree at least
our appreciation of its work, . ‘

e are of the decided opinion that in 50 doing we are not making merely a charitable
donation, but are performing an act of justice.

Dated Nov. 29th, 1892, G, A, MaTTESON,

M. E. SmitH,

Wu. 8. MortoN, | Committee.
D. H. Cagsrory,

W. 8. O’BrIEN.






